
Praise #4
Praise: The Result

Proverbs 3:9

There is an aspect of praise so vital that praise cannot continue without 
it. It may be looked upon as a necessary part of the continuing cycle of praise. 
Without it the cycle is broken. It demands praise and is the cause of more 
praise. There may be giving without praise, but there cannot be praise without 
giving. Why? Because selfishness and greed grieves the Holy Spirit. True praise 
is always accompanied by giving. The giving spirit is the praising spirit! 

Let me begin by asking you this question: How do you give to the Lord? 
Did you pray about the amount before you decided how much to give on line? 
Have you prayed about how much God wants you to give during this time of 
giving or do you just walk by one of these Offering Chest and, without any thought 
of worship, drop your money, or check, in the box?

The more I study the Scripture the more I realize that our attitude 
toward giving is a matter of deep concern to God.  It is evident that God is 
particular about how offerings are given.  And the truth of the matter is that He 
will not receive just any old thing however you feel like giving it.

In Malachi, for example, God refused to receive Israel’s offerings. Why? 
Because they were bringing Him defective animals, their blind calves, and the 
injured ones they could not do anything else with. In other words, they we simply 
giving God the “leftovers” – and God said it offended Him.  And His response 
was, “You don’t have any reverence or honor for Me, and I am not going to accept 
your offering.”

It is sad but that kind of thinking did not die out after the book of 
Malachi. Many today don’t have any concept of what it means to worship 
around the offering. Many people wait for the preacher to beat them over the 
head until they feel so guilty that they have to reach down in their pockets and get 
some money out. But that kind of attitude is offensive to God.

One of the high points of any worship service should be the offering. 
The fact that God would consent to include man in his enterprises and grant 
us the privilege of giving, should be a mind-boggling mystery to every one of 
us. God, who owns the universe and all the wealth in time and eternity, has granted 
us the grace of giving and therefore the privilege of entering into His glorious 
program of economy. The economy of God is as stable as is the sovereignty of 
God. What a great privilege God has given to each of us as His children! 
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Giving is absolutely necessary to all praising. When we sing unto the 
Lord we are giving. When we shout unto the Lord we are giving. When we 
meditate on the goodness of God we are giving. All worship is, in fact, giving, 
but ultimately giving will include tangible materials. Money is a medium of 
exchange that is the equivalent of our time, labor, and innovation. When we give 
we are not merely giving money, we are giving a part of ourselves. We are 
acknowledging that we belong to God and that this is a normal exercise within 
the framework of that relationship. 

As we look at giving and praise, there are two passages that I want to 
share with you. The passages are found in 1 Chronicles 29 and 2 Corinthians 8 
and 9. They deal with giving as it is connected with praise and thanksgiving. We 
will move back and forth between these passages as we study this aspect of 
praise together. 

The two cases of giving are not only separated by many centuries but by 
different reasons. The amounts of money mentioned cannot be compared. But 
the common thread of the two stories is that praise is central in our giving. 

The first of these is found in 1 Chronicles 29, where David is raising the 
revenue for the building of the coming glorious Temple which Solomon will 
build. He had informed his people in 1 Chronicles 28:2-3, "Listen to me, my 
brothers and my people. I had it in my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, for the footstool of our God, and I made the plans to 
build it. But God said to me, You are not to build a house for my name, because 
you are a warrior and have shed blood." David then set about to challenge the 
people and Solomon to carry out the instructions God had put in his heart 
concerning the building of the Temple. He then turned to give of his treasures 
and to challenge the people to give of theirs for the great offering. 

The magnitude of this offering is best exemplified in the stated amounts 
of David's personal offering. There were three hundred tons of gold involved, 
one hundred and ten tons given from David's own personal treasury. Using the 
present value of gold, David's gift would have been in the neighborhood of almost 
two billion dollars! That was just the giving which involved gold. There was 
four thousand tons of silver given. Today that would be the equivalent to almost 
seventy million dollars! This is not even to mention what the people gave in 
bronze, marble, turquoise, onyx, exotic woods, and other materials to be used 
in the Temple. What an offering! 

In the case of the offering mentioned in 1 Corinthians, it was nothing in 
comparison. If was an offering for the poor and in some cases from the poor. 
The amount was vastly different but the concept was the same. What needed to be 
done would be done through the giving of those involved. In the first case it 
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involved billions, in the latter pennies. But the background was the same as was 
the result - thanksgiving to God! 

Therefore, look with me as we study the Davidic principle and the 
Macedonian example. Praise always indicates a commitment to the one 
praised. In both of these instances such a commitment is stated as a requirement. 
In 1 Chronicles 29:5b, David challenges, "Now, who is willing to consecrate 
himself today to the Lord?" His challenge is both pointed and in the present 
tense. In Paul's case he says of the Macedonians in 1 Corinthians 8:15, "And now, 
brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian 
churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme 
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they 
were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own they pleaded with 
us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as 
we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping 
with God's will." So in both cases the offering of praise was preceded by the 
giving of self to the Lord! 

There are three biblical principles given in these passages that show us 
the high privileges of praise through giving. 

First, there is the recognition of God's sovereign ownership of all that we 
are, and all that we have, and all that we ever hope to be. This truth is seen in 1 
Chronicles 29:11b-12, "Everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, 0 Lord, is 
the kingdom; you are exalted as head above all. Wealth and honor come from you; 
you are ruler of all things." Not only is there a recognition of God's ownership 
here but also of His power to control what He owns. 

This same truth is seen in several places in 2 Corinthians. In 2 
Corinthians 8:9 Paul says, "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his 
poverty may become rich.” It all began with God's ownership and God's riches. 
There is another reference which is more subtle but no less significant. Paul 
springs into an agricultural illustration in 2 Corinthians 9:6 as he says, "Remember 
this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously." In this context Paul makes giving 
synonymous with sowing. This is a very important truth. What is the means of 
multiplication? The seed, of course! Where did the seed come from? From the 
hand of God! Without God there would be no means of sowing and therefore 
no possibility of reaping. The seed is a picture of the sovereignty of God in 
productivity. 

We get ourselves in a lot of trouble when we confuse the channel with the 
source.  How do you know when this happens?  It is when you start looking to 
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something else instead of God to meet your needs.

How do we know when that is happening in our lives?  One word – 
worry!  Anytime you start to worry that should be a warning light that you 
have stopped trusting God and started looking to other things.  And when that 
happens you start saying things like, “What if I lose my plant closes and I lose my 
job?”  “What will happen if I get sick and have to be out of work?”  

And I can tell you today – if you have developed a “what if” attitude 
toward life you have fallen into cleverly devised satanic trap that has allowed 
your fear to overcome your faith.  Child of God, it is absolutely essential that 
you recognize that God alone is the source of my supply.

David shares this same truth and praise in Psalm 24:1, "The earth is the 
Lord's and everything in it, the world and all who live in it." And in Psalm 89:11 he 
says, "The heavens are yours, and yours also in the earth; you founded the world 
and all that is in it." God Himself makes this truth clear to Job, when in Job 41:11 
He asks, "Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything under heaven 
belongs to me." And in 1 Chronicles 29:14 David expresses astonishment, "But 
who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as 
this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from 
your hand."

Paul does not let us forget the fact of God's sovereign ownership as he 
reminds us in 2 Corinthians 9:10, "Now he who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the 
harvest of your righteousness." 

You have heard me say this many times before, but it is worth hearing 
again: When you have a need, plant a seed.  The farmer must be willing to 
give the seed away by putting it in the ground in order to receive more seed in 
the harvest.  By giving the seed away (by planting it) the farmer expects to receive 
more seed than he planted – that is called the “law of harvest.”

Paul is simply telling us in 2 Corinthians that you get by giving. When 
you have a need, you plant a seed. God says that demonstrates faith.

What does all of this have to do with praise?  Simply this, when we 
understand that God is faithful and has promised in Philippians 4:19 to “supply all 
your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,” you can relax and not 
worry.  And when you are not filled with worry you are in a much better 
position to praise the Lord. 

And when you sow the seed of praise you will reap a harvest of joy.  And 
because you have by faith planted a seed of belief, Paul says in 2 Corinthians 9:10 
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that God “will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.” 
It is amazing to me that most people have never understood how much 

your attitude towards giving reflects your walk with God, because it is a 
reflection of your faith in God’s sovereignty. 

Secondly, there is not only the recognition of God's sovereign 
ownership; there is the reflection of man's basic stewardship. This truth is seen 
in 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, "Every man should give what he has decided in his heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God 
is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every good work." The Bible is simply teaching 
us that God is the primary Owner: We are the distributing stewards. Praise the 
Lord! 

Both David and Paul recognize both the responsibility and the 
accountability of basic stewardship. Out of this recognition comes the 
determination to exercise the blessed privilege of giving. David had given out of 
his personal treasuries. The Macedonians had given out of their deep poverty. 
Paul reminds us that "each man should give as he has decided in his heart to 
give" (2 Corinthians 9:7a). 

What is so awesome about this whole deal is that God gives us the 
opportunity to decide how much we want him to bless us. Remember, Jesus said 
in Matthew 9:29, “According to you faith be it done unto you.”  If you want to 
know what kind of harvest you are going to receive, just take a look at the 
amount of seed that you are planting.  A little seed will bring a little harvest, but 
a lot of seed will bring a large harvest.  The choice is up to you!

Last of all, there is a reception of the results of praise through giving. 
What happens when we praise through giving? The answer comes from both 
passages that we have looked at.

It should be remembered that the whole passage in 1 Chronicles 
29:10-20 is a spontaneous outcry of praise for the blessed opportunity of giving. 
The results were immediate and obvious. A mighty spirit of praise was poured out 
upon the people, as seen in 1 Chronicles 29:20, "They all praised the Lord, the God 
of their fathers; they bowed low and fell prostrate before the Lord and the king."  

This same truth is recorded in 2 Corinthians 9:11-15, "You will be made rich 
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not 
only supplying the need of God's people but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved 
yourselves, men will praise God, for the obedience that accompanies your 
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confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them 
and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, 
because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift!" 

Now listen very carefully right here – God does not give us a harvest 
because we deserve it.  I can expect a harvest because of who God is.  I can 
expect God to fulfill His promise, not because I have worked myself into frenzy or 
psyched myself up. But simply because of who God is. He is faithful, and He 
can be depended on! 

The simple conclusion of this study is this: Make your giving an 
experience of praise! Make your giving a personal gift to the sovereign God of 
glory based on your love and commitment to Him! God is waiting to do in your 
life what you cannot imagine!

If you are not saved, why not?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,
Your Word is true and without error.  Thank you for giving us the privilege 

of being a part of Your kingdom’s work through our giving.  Give the courage to 
understand the principle of giving with an attitude of praise.  In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.
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