
Power In The Kingdom 
John 1:12 

 One does not have the be a Christian for many years before he begins to 
wonder, “Is there really such a thing as victorious Christian living? Do I only have 
the promise of God’s forgiveness and eternal salvation, or can I actually experience 
victory over old habits and ways?” I think that if we were completely honest 
with each other, we would discover that there are multitudes of Christians 
asking those questions – and for good reasons. 

 We only have to look around us to find many Christians living far below 
the victory described in the New Testament. As I look around in the lives of 
people without Jesus Christ as their Savior, there are immense problems and 
difficulties, and it is easy to conclude that Christ is their only hope. Then, I 
look around, even among many Christian leaders, and often I find defeat, 
discouragement, and despair throughout the Body of believers. Defeat has become 
such a norm in the lives of Christians that many have given up on the Biblical 
principles of victory and turned to psychological and humanistic principles 
rather than Biblical ones. An entire industry of counseling has grown up in 
recent years because of so much defeat in the Body of Christ.  Consequently, 
the natural tendency is to question whether victory actually exists. 

Far worse than seeing the defeat of so many Christians around us is 
seeing our own failures. Many Christians find themselves held captive to lust, 
bitterness, anger, anxiety, and a host of other heart attitudes that they thought 
they would no longer have to face once they became a Christian.  Most of us do 
not need to be told that we are defeated. We face that reality every day. 

 Having said all of that, I am reminded of the words of Jesus in Acts 1:8, 
“But you shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you…” 

 Webster’s dictionary defines "power" as "the ability to do or act." Have you 
ever wondered what God’s Word says about Power? What do you envision 
when you think about power? How much power can a child of God have?  Jesus 
gives us the answer in Matthew 28:18-20, “And Jesus came and spoke unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit, Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the age.” Jesus said that 
“all” the power of heaven is at our disposal! 

 Did you know that it is God’s will for the church to have power?  Listen 
to what Jesus said in Mark 16:17-18, “And these signs shall follow them that 
believe; In my name shall they cast out demons; they shall speak with new 
tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
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hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” The Bible 
makes it clear that it is God’s desire for every believer to be equipped with the 
power to heal deadly diseases, restore finances and failing marriages and to 
move every mountain that needs to be moved in a believer’s life.  

 Two thousand years ago there lived on this earth a man who was God. 
He raised the dead, healed the blind, the lame, and the deaf. He commanded 
the wind and the waves. He walked on water. He commanded demons to come 
out with a single word.  He fed multitudes with a sack lunch of loaves and fishes. 
He turned water into wine and spoke with such authority the politically 
correct crowd was stunned with silence. And He made this amazing prediction in 
John 14:12, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that 
I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do, because I go unto 
my Father.” 

 1 Corinthians 4:20 tells us, “The kingdom of God is not in word alone, but 
in power.”  People in the New Testament were attracted to the church by its 
power. They had riot or revival. They were healing the sick, casting out demons, 
speaking in tongues and praising God. They were being burned at the stake and 
fed to lions for their beliefs, but they knew the power of God was the only 
power. It is God’s will for the church to have power: Supernatural power, 
Pentecostal power, healing power, delivering power, power to pull down 
strongholds, power to break chains of misery and habits that enslave, power to 
convert, and power to conquer.  

  All of that sounds great, but how do we discover and release the 
supernatural power of the New Testament church in our lives today? We 
recognize who we are in Christ Jesus!  Listen to this statement found in 
Colossians 1:12-14, “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us fit to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son; In 
whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.”  

 The Bible says that when you received Jesus Christ as your Savior, you were 
“delivered from the power of darkness.” That word translated “power” literally 
means “authority.” As a child of God, you have been delivered from the power, 
or authority, of darkness and placed into God’s kingdom. Remember, Jesus 
said, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore…” That 
power was given to you as a part of your inheritance in Christ Jesus. You have 
entered into this position of authority because you are “in” Him. 
  
 Jesus succeeded in securing “all power” by going to the cross, dying a 
horrible death, suffering the penalty for sin, and defeating Satan in the very 
pit of hell.  He came to earth as a man for one reason: to re-capture the 
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authority that Satan had stolen through Adam’s disobedience in the garden.  
That is why in 1 Corinthians 15:45 Jesus was called the “last Adam.” After 
securing that power and authority, He freely gave it over into the hands of 
those who would believe in Him – you and me. 

 Listen to what we have been told in Ephesians 1:16-18; 2:10-13, “Cease not 
to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: That the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him, The eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches 
of the glory of his inheritance in the saints…For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them. Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, 
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the 
flesh made by hands - That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having 
no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 
were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.” 

1 Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creation: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” The 
“creation” that occurs at the new birth is the same type of “creation” that 
took place in the Genesis 1. The word translated “created” in Genesis 1:1 
gives the impression that before God brought heaven and earth into existence 
there was nothing like it anywhere else.  The same is true with the “new creation 
in Christ Jesus.” You are a “new species of being that never existed before.” 
Scriptures that refer to being “in Christ,” “in Him,” or “in whom” occur 134 times 
in the Bible. 

 Listen to what we have been told in 2 Peter 1:3, “According as his divine 
power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of his that hath called us to glory and virtue.” The Bible teaches that 
you are a complete and total individual. There has never been, and never will 
be another person just like you. When you received Jesus as Savior, God brought 
you into existence by His creative power.  You were born of the Spirit of God. A 
seed was sown in your heart – the incorruptible seed of God’s Word – and you 
were placed “in Christ Jesus’ and “sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,” as seen 
in Ephesians 1:10, “That in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are 
on earth; even in him.”  Verse 13 says, “In whom ye also trusted, after you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after you believed, 
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.” 

 You can rest assured that whatever the Word says about being “in Christ,” 
belongs to every child of God, because you are in Christ Jesus! 
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 Being “in Christ” means that you are saved. Again, I draw your attention 
to 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation…” 
When you invited Jesus Christ to come into your life, forgive you of your sins 
and make you a Christian, and you believed that He did, you were made an 
heir of God and a joint heir with Jesus Christ. At that moment you crossed 
over the faith line from death into life, from failure and defeat to victory, from 
fear and worry to peace that passes understanding, from depression to joy 
unspeakable and full of glory! Your past has been forgiven and your eternal 
destiny has been sealed. All because of being “in Christ.”  

 Being “in Christ” means that you have authority to stand against Satan. 
One of the most vital areas of the Christian life is our power to successfully 
stand against Satan. Ephesians 4:27 says, "Neither give place to the devil." In 
Ephesians 6, the Apostle Paul described the armor that we as believers are to 
wear in combat against Satan. He explains each piece of that armor.  It is the 
armor of God.  But not once does he say that God will put the armor on you or 
that God will fight the devil for you. "You" is the understood subject of these 
verses.  He says, "You be strong in the Lord.  You put on the whole armor of God 
that you will be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. You take the whole 
armor of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day; and having done 
all, you stand." Listen child of God, God has given you the power and 
authority to stand against Satan and his destructive works. He has provided 
the armor, but it is your responsibility as a believer to put on that armor and 
stand against the devil. James 4:7 says, "Resist the devil and he will flee from 
you." The armor and the weapons are at your disposal.  God is there with you 
to back His Word, but all is worthless unless you take your position of 
authority and assume the responsibility to use what He has provided. You have 
the power and the authority to take the Word of God, the name of Jesus, and the 
power of the Holy Spirit and run Satan out of your affairs. Listen, don't stand 
around whining and feeling sorry for yourself, you are the one in authority.  
Stand your ground and he will flee! 

 Being "in Christ" means that you have been given an inheritance. Acts 
20:32 says, "And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified." Ephesians 1:11 says, "In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will..." The Bible does not say you are going 
to obtain your inheritance; it says you have already obtained it. This verse of 
scripture is past tense. 

 The moment you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you became 
an heir of God and a join-heir of Jesus Christ, and Romans 8:15-17 says, "For you 
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have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness 
with our spirit, that we are the children of God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be 
also glorified together." 

 The question is: What did you inherit "in Christ"? Did you just inherit 
heaven as your home? No. Hebrews 1:4 says, "Being made so much better than 
the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they." As 
a child of God you have inherited Jesus' authority as well as His name. You 
have inherited the kingdom of God. Colossians 2:9-10 says, "For in him dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And you are complete in him, which is the 
head of all principality and power." There is embodied in you all that is in the 
Godhead: Jesus, the Spirit of God, the heavenly Father, the mind of Christ, the 
faith of God, the love of God.  You have in you the very life of God, because you 
are "in Christ" Jesus. 

 Ever so often I hear some Christian say, "Well, I am just so unworthy, 
because I am just a sinner saved by grace." Listen to me, and get this straight in 
your mind today - that is a lie! The Bible teaches that you are a child of the 
living God; you have been made a king and a priest unto God because of Jesus 
and the inheritance that He provided for you through His death on the cross. 
He has made you the righteousness of God. In Him, you are the accepted.  In 
Him, you are the beloved.  You are His chosen and His elect - a royal priesthood 
that has been bought with His blood and made His own child.  Glory to God! 

 Because you have accepted the sacrifice of Jesus at Calvary and received 
Him as your personal Savior, you have the power and the authority to walk in 
the inheritance that He made available to you. Therefore, my challenge to you 
today is to walk in the light of God's love and let the world know that it is 
good to be saved by the grace of God. I challenge you to rejoice in your 
salvation. The Bible says in Psalms 118:24, "This is the day which the LORD hath 
made; we will rejoice and be glad in it." 

 If you have never invited Jesus Christ to come into your heart, forgive you 
of your sins, and make you a Christian, why not do so today? 

 Everyone please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 
 Thank You for Your Word.  Regardless of what the world might say, and 
regardless of how my friends might see me, today, I ask You to allow me to see 
myself as I really am "in Christ" Jesus.  From this day forward help me to stand in 
the authority as a child of the living God of glory. In Jesus' Name. Amen. 
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