
Peace Under Pressure #5
“Making God a Part of Your Career”

Colossians 3:15

We have been talking about stress the last few weeks. The Stress of 
Time, the Stress of Money, the everyday stresses we face, how Jesus handled 
stress. Today I want to talk to you about job stress, about how to make God a part 
of your career.  

You will spend approximately forty per cent of your waking hours in 
your lifetime on the job. That means if you don't like your job, you are going 
to spend a lot of your life frustrated.  Or you will like your job and you will 
spend a lot of your life fulfilled.  

In counseling, one of the number one questions people ask is, "How can I be 
a Christian and be successful in my business?" or "How do I relate what I hear on 
Sunday morning with what I have to do on Monday morning?" or "How do I 
handle all the stresses and all the problems I face in the office and still be a 
Christian?"  

The fact of the matter is, fulfillment in your job does not come from the 
kind of work  you do, but the way that you do it.  It is not what you do.  God is 
not so much interested in what you do but how you do what you do.  In the Bible 
we have three powerful attitudes that are given that can transform your work 
situation whether you are in a boring job, a mundane job, or a high stress job, 
these attitudes can make or break your Christian life.                    

Three times in Scripture, the Bible says, "Whatever you do..." and then it 
gives an attitude.

First, do it all in the name of Jesus. Colossians 3:17 says, "And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him."  

The Bible says, "whatever you do...all."  All of your life is involved in the 
Christian life.  It is all important. What is Christian work anyway?  Some people 
say, "That's what they do at church." No, Christian work is anything a Christian 
does for God. Christian work is all of you! If you are a Christian, you are 
involved in Christian work.  

We have an artificial division, a false division of labor.  In our minds 
there is secular work  - salesman, manager, teacher, secretary, those kinds of 
things.  And, then, sacred work is if you are a pastor, a missionary, or a Christian 
musician.  But that kind of thinking has no biblical foundation.  That kind of 
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thinking simply is not in the Bible. The Bible says that Jesus wants to be 
involved in all areas of our lives. Now, listen carefully, as a Christian you 
cannot separate life into little neat compartments.  Everything I am to be 
involved in, I am to do it in the name of Jesus. 

There is no such thing as a second class Christian. Its like first class 
Christians are missionaries and pastors, and second class Christians are 
everybody else, those involved in secular work.  There is no such thing taught in 
the Scriptures.  It is all God's work.  Everything we do we are to do in the name 
of Jesus.

What does it mean to do everything in the name of Jesus? Remember the 
conquerors, when they came to discover the New World, would get on the 
beachhead of the land and steak down a flag and say, "I conquer this country in the 
name of ..."  What were they doing? They were saying they were coming as the 
representative of that person. A representative of the king or queen of 
England, or Spain, etc., claiming that land in his or her name.

  
The Bible says, "Whatever you do, whether you're a bus driver or an 

accountant - whatever you do, you do it in the name of the Lord Jesus."  You do it 
as His representative. You are Christ's representative where you work, 
whatever you do:  homemaker, accountant, executive, mechanic, plumber, 
construction worker, etc.  The Bible says in Acts 11:26, “And the disciples were 
called Christians first in Antioch.” What does Christian mean? It was a slang 
term - "Little Christ".  That’s literally what the word "Christian" means - "Little 
Christ".  Those of the Roman Empire said, "Those people act so much like Jesus, 
we will call them Little Christ - Christians."  

So how do we make this practical?  How do we do everything in the 
name of Jesus?  

The answer is simple, yet profound.  When you are making a decision, 
when you are in a situation, you stop and ask yourself, "What would Jesus do in 
this situation?  What would Jesus do if He were here?"  And kind of attitude will 
make you a "Little Christ" in your lifestyle.   

There was a book written a number of years ago.  It was one of the 
fifteen best sellers in history. It is called In His Steps, by Charles Sheldon.  It is 
the story of a pastor who challenged his church to go out for one year in all of their 
business activities ask themselves this question, "What would Jesus do?" The 
story is the story of the lives that were changed and revolutionized and turned 
around by one simple statement.  
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If you are a Christian, if you are a believer, you are in full time 
Christian work.  Regardless of what you do, we are to do it all in the name of 
Jesus.

Second, work as if you were doing it for God. Colossians 3:23 says, 
"Whatever you do whether in word or deed work at it with all your heart as 
working for the Lord and not for man." Not only are we to work in the name of 
the Lord, but also we are to work just as if we are doing it for God, just as if 
the Lord were our boss, our employer.  The Greek reads something like this, 
"Whatever you do work at it with all your heart as working for the Lord and not 
man since you know you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It 
is the Lord you are serving."

Who are you working for?  It is amazing when you think who Paul is 
writing to, when he wrote this. He was writing to slaves.  In the Roman Empire 
there were over sixty million slaves.  There were many cities in the Roman 
Empire where over half of them were slaves.  Every time they would conquer a 
country, they would bring everybody back and make them slaves.  Practically all 
the work done in the Roman Empire was done by slaves.

There were slaves who were doctors, teachers, and in most of the other 
professions. Many times the slaves were better educated than their masters. 
Therefore, the slaves were responsible for training the children.

So Paul is writing to these people.  Many of them had become Christians 
and he's trying to encourage them.  They are slaves and yet he says, "Whatever 
you do, realize that your real boss, your real Master, is the Lord."

The Phillips translation reads this way,  "Whatever you do for the Lord, put 
your whole heart and soul into it as work done for the Lord and not merely done 
for man, knowing that your real reward will come from the Lord since you're 
actually employed by the Lord Jesus Christ and not by your earthly master."  If 
you are a Christian, you work for the Lord.  

A number of years ago, a book came out by Jerry Cramer.  He was a 
star football player for the Green Bay Packers.  He wrote a book named Instant 
Replay. A very interesting book. Commenting on the last year of Vince Lombardi's 
illustrious career as coach, he said, "With Lombardi as coach the amazing thing 
was that this little man could control such giants of men.  It was Vince Lombardi's 
habit that on Mondays after the game, we would all come and watch the game 
films.  Lombardi would play the films over and over and every time there was a 
mistake he would stop the film, rewind it, and replay it with a comment.  Each 
player watched his errors being replayed over and over and over with a comment - 
sometimes eight or nine times." Jerry Cramer said, "By the end of the season, it 
had transformed the attitude of the Green Bay Packers. When we went on the field, 
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we no longer played for the people in the stands.  We didn't even play for the 
fifteen million people watching on TV.  We played for one man.  That was all that 
mattered - what he thought."

Who do you play for in life? Who is your master?  Who is your boss?  
When you do it unto the Lord, it changes your attitude about tasks.  It takes 
meaningless tasks and turns them into meaningful tasks.  It raises the level of a 
trivial job and there are mundane jobs in every business, it takes those jobs and 
transforms them into significant jobs. It takes obligations and turns them into 
opportunities to serve the Lord. When you do it as unto the Lord regardless of 
what it is.

When I realized this truth, my attitude toward my ministry changed, 
because I realized that my boss was not folks in the church (not deacons, not 
some family, not some group).  When that Scripture, "Whatever you do, you do it 
as unto the Lord," becomes a reality in your life, it will change your life 
completely. When you live your life with Jesus being your boss, the boring 
becomes a blessing, and the dull become exciting.  Why? Because when you 
really know who you are doing it for it changes your motivation.

If you are working for God, what is your attitude going to be? Verse 23 
says, "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart."  Regardless of what your 
job is, whether you are a homemaker, a plumber, a mechanic, an insurance 
salesman, a carpenter, or the president of the bank, you are to work at it with 
all your heart.  Why? Because the Bible says that a Christian should never do 
anything half hearted, because he works for the Lord.  

I have discovered that when you do something half hearted, it takes you 
twice as long.  You play around with it and it takes you forever. Why?  Because 
you have no motivation! Half-hearted jobs are done with no motivation!

But, when you do it in the name of Jesus, when do it as His 
representative.  You do it with all your heart.  Why?  Because you realize that 
you are working for the Lord.

It is amazing what you can get done when you do not work on anything 
else, when you concentrate on one thing at a time.  When you have this 
attitude what it is going to do is produce enthusiasm in your life about your 
job regardless of what it is.  The word "enthusiasm" comes from two Greek 
words "en theos."  "En" in Greek means "in" or "for," and is a preposition.  
"Theos" means "God." "Theology" is the study of God.  "En theos" means "in 
God" or "for God".  Therefore, when you work for God - "en theos" - you will be 
enthusiastic.  Do it unto the Lord and not as unto men.
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Notice in verse 22 Paul gives us some advice concerning a couple of 
attitudes a Christian should avoid. He is talking to slaves, people who don't 
have a choice.  Today we have a choice concerning what we want to do. They 
didn't have a choice. It is the same principle that applies in employee-
employer relationships today. We can say, "Employees, obey your earthly bosses 
in everything and do it not only when their eye is on you to win their favor, but do 
it with sincerity of heart, as for the Lord."  

Jesus says, as a Christian when you go to work, you ought to have two 
attitudes:

 One, don't just work when the boss is watching.  Not just when their eye 
is on you.  How many people do you know that when the boss is there, they are 
working up a storm, then when the boss is away, the mice will play?  They work 
with a frenzy as long as they know they are being watched. But the moment 
they are not being watched, they revert to taking it easy. He says don't do that.  
I heard about a sign in a factory that said, "We believe our employees should work 
eight hours a day, sleep eight hours a day, but not at the same time."  

 The second thing he says is don't do it just to win their favor.  Don't be 
an apple polisher.  What this is commonly known as "buttering up your boss" and 
a few other descriptions I can't use in church.  This is when you butter up your 
boss and kind of manipulate him by saying the right thing and you really 
don't mean it.  

One of the worst places that people gossip and gripe is in plants and 
offices.  Psalm 1:1 says, "Don't associate with grippers and gossipers."  Why?  
Because their attitudes will rub off on you. Remember, you are a Christian - a 
little Christ, His representative, wherever you work, whatever you do, do it in the 
name of Jesus.  

What is the result of having that kind of attitude?  Verse 24 says, "Do 
this since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward."  The Bible reminds us that God sees it, and that if God is watching 
you, then you will be rewarded by God.  

One of the greatest stresses in work, is lack of appreciation. When 
people don't feel appreciated in their business they don't perform well, they 
get discouraged, they get tense, and they get under stress.  They say, "What's 
the use?  Nobody appreciates it." Some of the worst people who get this attitude 
are homemakers.  Why? The problem with keeping the house clean, people only 
notice when it's not clean. It is a negative affirmation, and the results are that 
they do not feel appreciated. But the worst time is when somebody else gets 
credit for what you did. Then you really feel bad.  
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The third attitude that will transform our work from mundane to 
meaningful, from boring to blessing, from frustrating to fulfilling is to do it all 
for the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31 says,  "Whether you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God."  Isn't that an amazing verse?  
You can eat and drink for the glory of God.  

It means bringing honor to God. What brings honor to God?  

The answer is seen by looking at the life of Jesus.  In John 17:4 Jesus is 
praying His last prayer before He goes to the cross and dies and is resurrected, and 
He says, "I have glorified You, having completed the work You gave me to do."  
Basically, He is saying, "I glorified You by completing the work You gave me to 
do."  

Further down in John 17, Jesus explains what He did to glorify God. He 
said He influenced people and He made disciples. He basically said, "I helped 
people come to know God and I helped them to grow."  

You might be thinking, "But I can't do that.  I'm not a pastor."  You don't 
need to be. Ninety-nine percent of all Christians are not pastors.  What God 
really needs are people who will say, "God, I want to be used by You in my 
business, in my work, to influence people for good, for God, for salvation."

How do you do it?  In Colossians 4:1 Paul starts off by talking to the bosses 
and he says, "Masters, [Remember he's talking to people who are slaves] provide 
for your employees what is right and fair because you know that you also have a 
master in heaven."  

First, he says, "You guys who are employees don't do it just to kiss up to 
your boss and don't do it just when he is looking but serve the Lord."  Do it as if 
you're serving God.  Then he says, "By the way, you guys who are managers, 
bosses, that have people under you, you need to treat them with fairness because 
you have a master in heaven."  

I think how Mountain Grove Church could have such a tremendous 
impact and influence on this entire area if we would just do one thing - take 
our Christianity to work with us.  If we would take what we hear on Sunday 
with us to the job on Monday it would revolutionize not only our lives but 
other people's lives too.  That is what God wants to do.

What really gets me excited is not a crowd of 1000 to 1200 worshipers, 
but a core of maybe 200 committed workers. People who take their faith and 
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their relationship to God and they live it in the day to day, Monday through 
Friday life.  Christianity is not a religion.  It is a life.  It is a relationship to God 
that involves all of life whether I am buying groceries or going out to dinner 
or I am working with somebody who I can't stand in my office.  It involves it 
all.  

It is no secret that God has given me a dream of reaching this entire 
area for Christ.  I believe that God has put us here to make a difference in the 
way churches do business.  God has given me the dream and I refuse to allow 
anyone to take it away from me.  

If you have never invited Christ into your heart, maybe you will take this 
opportunity right now.  

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,

Give me the courage to live my life for Your glory – on my job, in my home, 
and in front of strangers. In Jesus’ name. Amen
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