
Peace Under Pressure #4
“The Pressure of Money Management”

Luke 14:28-30

 We are in a series on Handling Life's Pressures. In our previous studies 
we have looked at everyday pressures and time pressures. We have looked at 
how Jesus handled pressures.  Today we are going to look at another area that 
causes pressure in our life, and that is financial pressures.

 I am convinced that your marriage can be enhanced and enriched by 
the way you handle finances and work through conflicts that arise. As we 
continue our series on Handling Life’s Pressures, we are going to look at some 
basic guidelines that, I believe, will help you repair past damage, strengthen 
your present relationship, and move forward on a united loving front.

 A few years ago people used to talk about the jet set. I think the term 
for today's generation would be the debt set.  It seems that everybody is in debt, 
in hock up to their ears.  How do I deal with the pressures of finances?  More 
and more people are going to financial counselors trying to find some kind of 
a solution to the financial woes.

Today we are going to look at the number one financial investor and 
advisor.  He was not only the world's wealthiest man -- a billionaire.  He was 
also the world's wisest man.  His name was Solomon. Fortunately, he gave us 
some suggestions for financial management in the Bible in the book of 
Proverbs.  Today we are going to look at some of these suggestions.  

The first principle is pay close attention to your money. Look at what he 
says in Proverbs 27:23-24, "Be sure to know the condition of your flocks. Give 
careful attention to your herds.  For riches don't endure forever.  A crown is not 
secure for all generations."  He is talking to shepherds.  The flocks were their 
business interests. The herds were their means of support, their finances.  He is 
saying, "Pay close attention to your money."  In the Living Bible translation it says, 
"Riches can disappear fast so watch your business interests closely." In other 
words, he is saying, "Keep good records." He says you must keep track of your 
finances.

In our last few studies, we looked at time, and concluded that the 
starting point is to know where your time is going, otherwise you get under 
pressure. The reason we get under pressure with money is we don't know 
where our money goes.  How many times have you looked at your wife, or 
husband, and asked, "Where does it all go?"  When you don't know where your 
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money is going you get under tension. Somebody said, "Money talks, and mine is 
saying good-by." We don't know where it goes.

The answer is to keep good records.  You need to know what you owe, 
what you own, what you earn, where it is going. The first rule of success is face 
the facts; be realistic.  Proverbs 23:23 says, "Get the facts at any price."  Proverbs 
24:3-4 says, "Any enterprise becomes strong through common sense and profits by 
keeping abreast of the facts."  

More than in any other area, your ignorance of your finances can get 
you in real trouble.  Ignorance of your current financial status plus credit 
spending equals disaster.  How many times have you gone into a shop and said, "I 
wonder if we have the money to afford this or that.  Never mind!  We have credit."  
You put it on the credit card without realizing you don't have the money to 
pay for the credit card.  You need to keep good records.

Since 1973, Linda and I have kept a record of everything we have spent, 
probably 90-95% of our money.  Even when we did not have any money, we 
kept a record of it.  It has helped us in the times it was difficult to decide what 
was really important. Many of you are saying, "I don't have the time to keep good 
records."  If you will use the time that you use to worry about your finances, to 
keep good records of your finances, you will have a lot less to worry about. 

The second principle is to plan your spending ahead of time. Now look at 
what we have been told in Proverbs 21:5, "The plans of the diligence lead to profit 
as surely as haste leads to poverty." 

Plans lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.  Haste leads to 
poverty. Linda and I saw a bumper sticker on the back of a new car that said, “I 
saw it. I wanted it. I pitched a fit and got it.”  Haste is commonly called impulse 
buying, "I see it on TV and I want it.  I have just got to have it.  How could I get 
along without a Kitchen Magician or Vegamatic, awesome knives, or those 
wonderful music CDs. They are only $29.95..."  

The average personal debt in the United States is about $7,000 per 
person -- man, woman, child.  It is primarily because of impulse buying. The 
easiest thing in the world to do is go into debt.  It is much easier to get into debt 
than to get out of debt.  It is so easy!  

This week I got something in the mail that said, "Just 142 easy payments."  
There is no such thing as an easy payment.  This is a contradiction.  Payments 
are always hard.  Going into debt is like drug addiction.  You say, "Just this one 
time" and you get hooked.  You are giving all your money to impulse buying. 
Proverbs 21:20 says, "The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man 
spends whatever he gets."  Foolish men spend whatever they get.  
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How do you get your spending under control? Solomon's advice is plan, 
"The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste [impulse buying] leads to 
poverty." You develop a budget! A budget is simply planned spending.  A budget 
is telling your money where you want it to go rather than wondering where it 
went.  Plan your spending. 

There are some things you need to do when you develop a budget:
 1.  Pray.  Say "God, give me the wisdom to know how to spend my money."
 2.  If you're married it ought to be a mutual decision.  
 3.  You ought to set goals in three areas:  saving, spending, and giving.  

 The third principle is to enjoy what you have. Look at how Solomon 
continues in Proverbs 15:16-17, "Better is a little with the fear of the Lord than 
great wealth with turmoil.  Better is a meal of vegetables where there is love than a 
fattened calf with hatred."  

 Sometimes we get so busy getting more we don't enjoy what we have.  
We are a generation who is not contented, we have trouble being satisfied. The 
bible is saying, "Be happy with what you have."  Verse 17 says, "It is better to eat 
beans at home in harmony than it is to eat steak and everybody is upset about the 
finances." 

Verse 16 says, "It is better to have little with the fear of the Lord than great 
wealth with turmoil." This principle is being violated every day in America. 
What we do is go out and get overextended financially with a car or a house 
or whatever. Then everybody in the family has to hustle to make ends meet.  Just 
about the time you think ends meet somebody moves the ends. You become so 
overextended that both the husband and wife are working just to pay the bills. 
You come home, everybody is tired, everybody is frustrated, and everybody is 
irritated. Nobody wants to talk, communicate. The kids get left out because 
they have got absentee parents. Then what happens is the home life starts to 
deteriorate.  

Why? Because you don't know where your money is going, because you 
haven't planned ahead, and now everybody seems to be fighting a losing battle 
trying to pay the bills. 

Now please don’t get the idea that God doesn’t want you to have money, 
because He does. 3 John 2 says, "Brethren I would pray that you would prosper 
[materially] even as you prosper spiritually."  God is simply saying that our 
standard for living materially should be the same standard that we have for 
living spiritually. He says you can make as much as you want as long as you keep 
your spiritual life on the same balance. 
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The fourth principle is share what you have with others. Solomon says in 
Proverbs 11:24-25, "One man gives freely yet gains even more.  Another withholds 
unduly and comes to poverty.  A generous man will prosper and he who refreshes 
others will himself be refreshed." The Bible teaches this amazing truth: when 
you share with others, God shares with you.  The Living Bible translation reads 
this way, "It is possible to give away and become richer. It is also possible to hold 
on too tightly and lose everything. Yes, the liberal man shall be made rich. By 
watering others, he waters himself."  

That is opposite of the world's philosophy.  The world says, "Get 
everything you can and can everything you get."  The Bible says, "Share with 
others in need and what you sow you will reap."  Listen to this promise from Jesus 
in Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.” Now listen very carefully 
right here - sharing with those in need, according to Jesus, is more than 
charity. It is smart finances.  It is good common sense. God says the one who 
gives will gain even more.  God says, the generous man will prosper.  

Listen to this promise found in Proverbs 19:17, "He who is kind to the poor, 
lends to the Lord and He will reward him for what he has done."  That says when 
you see somebody in need and you give to them, God accepts that as if it were 
a loan to Him.  How would you like to have God in your debt? Does that sound 
far-fetched? The Bible says when you give to the poor God becomes the loan-ee 
and you the loaner.  God says, "If you will give to the poor I will reward you in 
return."  Living Bible says, "He who gives to the poor lends to the Lord and He 
pays wonderful interest on the loan."  Listen, nobody gives better rates than 
God.  

When you study Scripture, you discover that, in the Bible, there are 
more promises in relation to money than almost any other topic.  Jesus spoke 
more about money than He did about heaven or hell.  Over one half of all the 
parables in the New Testament relate to money management. One out of every six 
verses in Matthew, Mark and Luke has to do with money management. Why? 
Because it is such an important part of our lives.  If my finances are not under 
God's control, not very much of my life is under God's control.  You can tell 
what a person's priorities are in his life by looking at his schedule and his 
check book stubs. That tells you what's really important in his life.  

God says, "Give and it will be given."  He has promises like that all 
through Scripture.  That is why I never hesitate to encourage people to give 
money to other people, when they see somebody in need.  I know God is always 
going to take care of it.  He will always pay them back with interest.  
Generosity is a matter of faith.  
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Proverbs 22:9 says, "A generous man will himself be blessed."  Proverbs 
28:27 says, "He who gives to the poor will lack nothing." Those are amazing 
promises. The best time to start giving is when you are in debt.  It is like God 
saying, "I've got this well here and I'm willing to pour out all these blessings but 
you've got to prime the pump."  As you give, the Bible says, "Give and it will be 
given unto you... What you sow you reap." 

The fifth principle is to give a tithe back to God. In Proverbs 3:9-10 
Solomon takes us to the principle of tithing, "Honor the Lord with your wealth, 
with the first fruits of all your crops.  Then your barns will be filled to overflowing 
and your vats will brim over with new wine." From Abraham on down, the 
people would take the first ten percent of their income and give it back to 
God.  Why?  Three reasons:  for the past, for the present, and for the future.
 

First, we tithe out of gratitude for the past.  The truth of the matter is if 
God had not given you the health, you would not have been able to work and 
make the money in the first place.  But God has blessed your life far more than 
just money, He has blessed you beyond measure. Tithing is an act of gratefulness 
for the past.

 Second, we tithe to keep our priorities right in the present. That is what 
Deuteronomy 14:23 says, "The purpose of tithing is to teach you to put God first in 
every area of your life."  Tithing is simply a reminder to me.  When I sit down 
and get my paycheck and I write out ten percent back in a tithe, it is a reminder that 
really God is first in my life.  It helps me set my priorities.  It helps me realize 
what is first place.  

 Third, tithing is a statement of faith for the future.  It is a way to 
demonstrate faith.  When I write out the check or give the money, I'm saying, 
"God, You've taken care of me in the past and I so trust You that I'm giving this to 
You as a demonstration of my faith that You will provide in the future."  

The Bible says, "Honor the Lord with the first fruits of all your crops." But, 
too many times we like to honor God with the leftovers.  We say, "I'll pay all my 
bills and once I've got everything paid, if I've got anything left over, I'll give You a 
little tip."  The Bible says put God first in your finances.  Then He will help you 
with them.  

In Malachi 3:8 God gives us a challenge, a dare, when He says,  "Will a man 
rob God?  Yet you have robbed Me. But you ask, `How do we rob You?' God says, 
`In tithes and offerings.'  Bring all the tithe into the storehouse that there may be 
food in My house.  Test Me in this says the Lord.  See if I won't throw open the 
flood gates of heaven and pour out so much blessing you won't have enough room 
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for it."  God is saying, "I dare you" or "Let's make a deal".  He says, "I challenge 
you!  I dare you to put Me first in every area of your life including your finances 
and see if I don't bless you."   He lays down the gauntlet, and says, "Test Me and 
see if I won't bless you more than you've given to Me."

If you ignore this challenge it is only your loss. When we rob God, what 
we are doing is cheating ourselves. 

 
You read the names of the great industrialists, and you read the names 

of products we use all the time -- Colgate, Proctor and Gambrell, Welch's 
Grape Juice, J.C. Penney's, Quaker Oats.  All these industrialists have this in 
common - they were all men of faith, and they were all tithers.  There is a book 
that tells their stories and how they gave and God blessed them.  

God wants to help you with your finances.  People say, "I can't afford to 
tithe." I can't afford not to. I need it. I need God's help in my life.  

Maybe you're feeling the pressure of finances this morning, and maybe 
the reason why is because you are not following some of these basic principles. 
I didn't just make these biblical principles up. They are right out of the 
Scripture.  

 Today just might be the day that you need to ask  God to help you get 
your finances under control, get out of the stress and tension that you are 
feeling.  What is it? Listen carefully, tithing is not about the amount, it is about the 
attitude.  That makes the difference.  It is your attitude about giving that God 
is trying to deal with here. Will you trust Him in this area of finances?

 If you have never been saved, why not today?

 Everyone please stand for prayer.

 Father,
 Your Word is true.  Give me the courage to trust you, not just with my life, 
but with my finances. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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