
Marriage #1 
Six Reasons Marriage Matters 

Hebrews 13:4 

 Today we are beginning a short three part series on marriage. Although 
you might not hear anything new, I promise you, you will hear some things 
you need to be reminded of. It doesn’t take a “rocket scientist” to realize that 
marriage is in trouble in America. 

Whatever state you’re in – married, single, divorced, or widowed – the 
Bible commands everyone to honor marriage. The Bible says in Hebrews 13:4, 
“Marriage should be honored by everyone.” Everyone, married or not, should 
honor earth’s oldest institution. 

Sadly marriage is no longer honored by everyone in our society. Today, 
many people dismiss marriage as irrelevant. Many people demean it. People are 
delaying marriage more and more – many times for the wrong reasons. And 
marriage is being redefined. It’s being ridiculed. It’s being demeaned. It’s being 
denounced. It’s being discouraged. Marriage is disrespected. 

Part of the problem is that nobody knows the basics of marriage any 
more. God gave us marriage and He expects the church to stand for it and to 
support it. Most people don’t know why marriage matters. So, as we begin this 
three part series on marriage, I want to begin by giving you six reasons 
marriage matters. 

Reason #1: God gave marriage for the connection of men and women. 1 
Corinthians 11:11 says, “In God’s plan men and women need each other.” 

When God created Adam He wired him is such a manner that he needed 
something more than just himself. Therefore, Genesis 2:18 gives us this insight, 
“Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a 
helper who is just right for him.’” And He gives us the details in verses 21-25, “So 
the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep. While the man slept, the 
Lord God took out one of the man’s ribs and closed up the opening. Then the Lord 
God made a woman from the rib, and he brought her to the man. “At last!” the man 
exclaimed. “This one is bone from my bone, and flesh from my flesh! She will be 
called ‘woman,’ because she was taken from ‘man.’” This explains why a man 
leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into 
one. Now the man and his wife were both naked, but they felt no shame.” And God 
gives this instruction, “Then God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply.” 
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Listen; God thought up gender. God thought up sex. What a God! And 
God thought up marriage. Whatever else you might think about marriage, you 
need to know marriage was God’s idea! Why? Because we need companionship 
in every area of life! And there is nothing like the companionship of a 
marriage. 

Mark 10 says, “God’s plan has been seen from the beginning of creation, 
when he made us male and female. (God made males, God made females. And 
God chose what he wanted you to be.) This explains why a man leaves his father 
and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united as one body. Now 
since they are no longer two but one, (God sees a married couple as one) no one 
should separate them, for GOD has joined them together.” That passage says 
three things. 

     First, marriage is God’s plan. It’s not a tradition we can just throw out. 
God invented marriage when he invented you, when he invented me, when he 
invented humanity. Marriage is God’s plan. 

     Second, marriage is between a man and a woman. There are a lot of 
other relationships but those aren’t marriage. 

 Third, marriage is to be permanent. What God joins together – God 
joins a couple in marriage – no one, no one else, should separate. It’s meant to 
be permanent. It’s meant to be for life. 

Reason #2: God created marriage for the multiplication of the human 
race. God chose to populate the human planet through marriage. For 
thousands of years billions of people have come into existence because men and 
women got married. God chose for everybody who’s going to be in heaven to 
come into existence through marriage and sex.  

Malachi 2:15 in the Message paraphrase says, “God, NOT YOU, made 
marriage! His Spirit inhabits even the smallest details of marriage. And what does 
he want from marriage? Godly children from your union. So guard the spirit of 
marriage within you.” 

If you’re married and you can’t have kids, God is not disappointed in 
you. That’s not what this verse is saying. What it is saying is that we’re all alive 
because some couple got together. For thousands of years God has used 
marriage to populate heaven. And if men and women weren’t getting together, 
marrying and having sex then there would be nobody in heaven. 
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Reason #3: God created marriage for the protection of children. We all 
know that kids grow better, healthier, and stronger when they grow up in a 
stable family with a mom and a dad. Every study has shown that to be a fact! 
You see; God in His sovereignty knew that human children needed a safe 
environment. And He knew you were going to need somebody to feed you and 
dress you and nurture you. And He knew you were going to need somebody to 
protect you, to guide you, to train you, to care for you and all these things. 

That’s why at here at Mountain Grove we believe in marriage! Because 
every child deserves to grow up in a family. Proverbs 14:26 says, “Those who 
obey and respect the Lord have a secure fortress; their children have a place of 
refuge and security.” Ladies and gentlemen, I submit to you today every child 
needs to be able to grow up in a home that is a refuge. A home where can love 
and be loved!  

Reason #4 God created marriage for the perfection of our character. It is 
in relationships that we learn to be unselfish and to be loving. And no 
relationship has a greater impact on your life than marriage, if you get married. 
Maturity and the purpose of life is to grow up and realize it’s not all about you. 
Life is a laboratory of learning how to love. Why is love the most important 
thing in life? Because God is love. And God wants you to become like him. He 
wants you to learn how to love. We learn to love and learn to be unselfish. 

The Bible says this in Proverbs 18:1, “It’s selfish and stupid to think only of 
yourself.” Marriage is a lifelong course in learning to be unselfish because once 
I get married, I can no longer think about ME. I’ve got to think about WE.  

The number one tool that God uses in your life to build Christ-like 
character if you are married is your spouse. Oh no! Yep! Because every day 
you get hundreds of opportunities to NOT think about you. You get 
opportunities to think of the other person, to care about them. The number one 
purpose of marriage is to make me holy, NOT happy. I realize that goes against 
today’s culture, but it is the truth.  

Reason #5: God created marriage for the construction of society. 
Marriage is the fundamental building block of every community, church, state, 
nation, society and culture. If you know anything about history you know that 
where marriages are strong, cultures and nations are strong. You know that 
wherever marriages and families are weak, cultures and nations are in decline. 

It’s really obvious what direction our nation is headed right now. 
America is not getting better. It’s not getting stronger. It’s going the other 
direction. Why? Because we don’t value marriage and family any more. We 
value self way more than marriage. We’ve made individualism an idol. 
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Proverbs 14:34 says, “Righteousness (doing it God’s way) lifts up a nation, but sin 
(not doing it God’s way) brings disgrace to any society.”  

Let give you and example of what we are becoming in America: In the 
next thirty minutes…228 children will be beaten, molested, and otherwise 
abused; 57 kids will run away from home and three out of four of those girls will 
end up selling sex to survive; 20 children will attempt suicide; 285 children will 
become victims of a broken home.  

Every day in American…14 children and youth are murdered; 326 children 
are arrested for alcohol offenses; 2,908 babies will be aborted; 359 children are 
arrested for drug offenses; 3,356 high school students drop out of school; 3,533 
babies are born to unwed mothers; 6,042 children are arrested; 13,076 public 
school students are suspended from school; 135,000 children pack guns or knives 
to school.  

Proverbs 14:34 is correct when it says, “Righteousness lifts up a nation, but 
sin brings disgrace to any society.” 

Reason #6: God created marriage for the reflection of our union with 
Christ. Marriage is a metaphor. It is a symbol. It’s a walking, living; object 
lesson of how much God loves us and how we are to be in relationship with 
him. Marriage is a model of a profound spiritual truth. 

Ephesians 5 says, “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her… He died so that he could give the church to himself 
as a Bride in all her beauty … In the same way, husbands should love their wives 
as they love their own bodies… No one ever hates his own body, but feeds and 
takes care of it. And that is what Christ does for his church, his body. The Scripture 
says, ‘a man is united with his wife, and the two become one body.’ This is a 
profound mystery – but I am talking about Christ and the church! So each husband 
must love his wife as he loves himself, and each wife must respect her husband.” 

No other relationship on planet earth, including the parent-child 
relationship, can adequately illustrate our union with Christ the way a 
marriage between a man and a woman does. This is the strongest reason why 
marriage cannot be redefined. This is the strongest reason why it must be 
protected at all cost. Because we are the body of Christ. We are the bride of 
Christ in union with Christ. And marriage is that metaphor. 

Child of God, it really doesn’t matter what other people think about 
marriage. It doesn’t matter what public opinion says. It doesn’t matter what the 
opinion polls say. It doesn’t matter what’s politically correct or incorrect. What 
really matters is what God says. He’s the One who invented marriage. 
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If you have never been saved, why not today? 

Every one please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
Your Word is true. Today I life up this nation to You. Give us the wisdom, 

the courage, and the determination, to take her back for Your glory! And let it 
begin in my home. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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