
Making a Difference #5 
Making a Difference Requires Integrity  

Proverbs 11:3 

 This is the last message is our series that I have entitled “Making a 
Difference.” We have seen that making a difference requires commitment, that 
making a difference requires passion, making a difference requires courage, 
making a difference requires purpose.  Today we are going to look at “Making a 
Difference Requires Integrity.” 

In 1912, when the Titanic sailed, everybody called it unsinkable. That 
was because the Titanic was using a new technology.  The new technology was 
simply to take the hull of the ship and divide it into compartments, rather than it 
being just one unified, integrated hull, it was divided into compartments with the 
idea that a few of the compartments could be damaged, even flooded, and still the 
ship would continue to float.  But as we all know by now, the Titanic sank and 
1522 people lost their lives in that tragedy. When the integrity of the hull was 
damaged, the ship was doomed.   

James Cameron, the producer of the movie The Titanic says, “The Titanic is 
a metaphor of life.  We’re all on The Titanic.” And in many ways your life is like 
a ship. You may be sailing along smoothly through still waters and you may 
think you’re just cruising through life but if your integrity gets damaged 
you’re going to sink.  If the integrity of your life is breached, you’re headed for 
trouble.  You are headed for a major catastrophe.   

Today most people make a titanic mistake with their lives. What is the 
titanic mistake?  It’s when we try to compartmentalize our lives into various 
segments and think that we’re safe by doing so.  We take our lives and divide it 
into little bite-size pieces.  This is my Work Life, and Home Life, and Social 
Life, Church Life, Sex Life – as if all these things are totally unrelated to each 
other.  Even well meaning Christians often divide their lives, compartmentalize 
their lives - The Titanic mistake. We have the spiritual compartment which is 
where we pray and thank God and go to church and do some kind of ministry.  
And we have a secular life where we go to work and live in the real world and 
make real money and do real things. Often these compartments never interact 
with each other.  There is no integration in life.   

And the reason we do this is we want to hold conflicting values in our 
mind.  We want to do something and believe something in one place and then 
do something and believe something else in another place that contradicts 
what we do over here. We think that by putting them into compartments (like the 
Titanic’s hull) then it’s ok.  If one gets flooded, it’s not going to sink the whole 
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ship because I have compartmentalized my life.  But if we are going to make a 
difference in life integrity must be a vital part of our every day living.   

Billy Graham said, “Integrity is the glue that holds our way of life together. 
We must constantly strive to keep our integrity intact. When wealth is lost, nothing 
is lost; when health is lost, something is lost; when character is lost, all is lost.” 

But why is integrity so important?  I think there are at least three 
reasons.   

First reason integrity is so important is that it pleases God. Jesus said 
this in Matthew 5:48, “Be ye, therefore, perfect, even as your Father, who is in 
heaven, is perfect.” That is God’s standard for every believer! The Bible says 
this in Proverbs 3:22, “The Lord hates people with twisted hearts, but He delights 
in those who have integrity.” The Bible says in Romans 8:29 that it is God’s will 
for us to be “conformed to the image of” Christ. In other words, God expects my 
whole lifestyle to be one of honesty and integrity.   

God hates deception but He loves integrity. Why does the Bible say that 
God hates deception?  Because deception is the opposite of Who He is.  
Deception devours and destroys and distorts our hearts.  It keeps us from 
becoming all God meant for us to be.  

You see, we are not just being dishonest with others, we are being 
dishonest with ourselves, and with God. And it is that very character flaw that 
will keep us being all that God intended for us to be. 

Therefore, the Bible says in Proverbs 11:3, “The integrity of the upright shall 
guide them, but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.” The New 
Living Translation reads like this, “Good people are guided by their honesty; 
treacherous people are destroyed by their dishonesty.”  

The second reason integrity is so important is that it affects other 
people. Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.”  

Now listen to me very, very carefully right here - the very first place that 
your integrity, or the lack of it, is going to show up is in your own home. 
Proverbs 20:7 says this, “Good people who live honest lives will be a blessing to 
their children.”  

  
You come to church and preach and pray, sing and teach, shout and 

shake your behind. It is pretty easy to impress a crowd. But there is a problem – 
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your family knows you. They have seen you when you don’t get your way in 
church.  They have heard you when you run your mouth and spew out your 
venom.  They have heard the names that you call them in your fit of anger.  They 
know you!  

Do you want to be a blessing to your children?  Then live with integrity.  
This verse in the Living Bible says, “It is a wonderful heritage to have an honest 
father.”  One of my greatest fears is that I might stand before this church and 
preach the gospel, share theological truths, and encourage you to live like 
Jesus, and then go home and blow it in front of my family. Integrity in my 
own family means more to me than all the money in the world.  That means 
more to me than fame or power or prestige. If you don’t have integrity in your 
life, your ship is going to sink.  

Not only does your integrity affect people in your family; it affects the 
society and the people you work with – the world around you.  Proverbs 11:11 
reads like this, “The influence of good people makes a city great.”  He goes on to 
say in  Proverbs 14:34, “Doing what is right makes a nation great.” Our country is 
desperate for people of integrity - men and women of integrity who live the 
way God intends for us to live.   

For believers there’s even a third and greater reason for living with 
integrity. The Bible tells us that when you, as a believer, live with integrity, it 
brings other people to God.   

It’s sad but it’s true there are two reasons why people reject Jesus 
Christ.  One is they have never met a Christian.  Two is … they have.  I 
shudder to think how many people are going to miss heaven because they have 
witnessed such a lack of integrity in the life of a so-called Christian.  It is a sad 
commentary on the Body of Christ when Christians feel that they have to get 
on the level of the world to make it through this world.  And the result is that 
they misrepresent the truth, they have very few moral boundaries, and there is very 
little difference in their selfish and critical attitudes. And, unfortunately, the world 
is looking at that kind of life and saying, “If that’s what a Christian is, forget it.  No 
thanks.”   

Integrity pleases God and it affects others.   

The third reason integrity is so important is that it blesses me. Listen to 
what we have been told in Proverbs 11:5-6, “The godly are directed by their 
honesty; the wicked fall beneath their load of sin. The godliness of good people 
rescues them; the ambition of treacherous people traps them.” Proverbs 11:5-6 
reads like this in The Message paraphrase, "Moral character makes for smooth 
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traveling; an evil life is a hard life.  Good character is the best insurance” In other 
words, the Bible is teaching us that life goes smoother, when you live with 
integrity.  

Mark Twain said this about integrity, “One of the things about integrity is 
you don’t have to have a long memory.”  You don’t have to remember what you 
said to whom.  If you’re lying all the time, or if you saying on thing to a person’s 
face and another thing behind their back, sooner or later you are going to find 
yourself “between a rock and a hard place.”   

Proverbs 11:5 says, “An evil life is a hard life.” Let me ask you this 
question: What is evil anyway?  Watch this - “Evil” is “live” spelled backwards.  
And when you are not living the way God made you to live, and when you are 
not living they way you were meant to live, the result is that you don’t become 
the person you were meant to be, and the Bible says that’s evil.  And the Bible 
says, “An evil life is a hard life.” It’s not even living; it’s just existing.  Evil is 
the opposite of live. 

You might be thinking, “All of that sounds good, but how does one really 
develop a life of integrity?” I want to share these two things that will get you on 
your way.  

 First, you need to choose the right kind of friends. The Bible says in 1 
Corinthians 15:33 “Bad company corrupts good character.”  It is a proven fact, 
you will become like the people you spend the most time with, so they had 
better be people of integrity.  On top of that, I suggest that you spend time with 
Jesus Christ – reading His word.  You’re going to become more like Him if you 
spend more time with Him.  In other words, if you want to soar with the 
eagles, you can’t run with the turkeys.  Choose your friends wisely because 
people are either going to pull you up or pull you down.  If somebody comes up 
to the edge of the platform here and grabs my hand, it’s far easier for them to 
pull me down than it is for me to pull them up.  It’s the law of gravity.   

 Second, you need to value integrity more than image. Jesus put it this 
way in Matthew 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” In order to do that we 
must value integrity more than image. And I must confess that is difficult in 
America, where image is everything.  We are living in a time when it doesn’t 
matter if you’re successful as long as you look successful.  It doesn’t matter if 
you’re rich as long as you appear to be rich.  I don’t have to be happy as long as 
it looks like I’m happy.  

Toffler once said, “Our greatest pretenses are built up not to hide our evil but 
to hide our emptiness.” Listen, the reason we wear a mask, many times, is to 
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hide our emptiness, to hide our insecurity. The truth of the matter is that those 
are the very things that God wants to remove from your life in the first place.  

Let me close with this thought - how do I live a life of integrity? I am 
convinced there are two major requirements to live a life of integrity.  

First, always speak the truth. Proverbs 12:22 says, “The Lord hates liars, 
but is pleased with those who keep their word.”  The Bible says that God loves 
people who keep their word.  If you don’t know how to keep your word, you’re 
not going to have very many great relationships. Integrity is the basis of all great 
relationships.  Why?  If you don’t have integrity in a relationship it’s going to fall 
apart.  Truth and trust go together.  You don’t have one without the other.  If I 
don’t tell you the truth, you won’t trust me.  And if you don’t trust me, we don’t 
have a relationship.   

The Bible tells us James, “Don’t talk out of both sides of your mouth.” In 
other words, people of integrity don’t talk out of both sides of their mouth.  To 
talk out of both side of your mouth means you say one thing to this person and 
another to that person.  The bible has a word for that, and it is hypocrisy. Every 
time you are critical and gossiping you are showing hypocrisy rather than 
integrity. People of integrity refuse to talk out of both sides of their mouth.  

If you’re going to live with integrity, you always have to speak the truth.  
Even when it’s inconvenient, even when you don’t want to, even in a difficult 
situation.  Why? Because that’s what integrity demands.   

Next, you are going to have to stand for what is right. 2 Corinthians 13:8 
says this, “Our responsibility is never to oppose the truth but to stand for the truth 
at all times.” Notice the word “stand.” We don’t have many people today 
interested in standing for the truth.  

There is an old saying that says, “If you stand for something, you will fall 
for anything.” And I am afraid that we are living in a time when America is 
falling for just about anything. We are so careful not to offend anyone that we 
have are sitting idly by and watching as the ACLU and other groups slowly 
but surely remove all evidence of Christianity from the face of America. I think 
it is very important to remember the quote that says, “All that’s necessary for evil 
to triumph is for good men to do nothing.” And I am convinced that somewhere 
along the way we as Christian are going to have to stand up and speak the 
truth and point out that something is bad wrong in our nation. Proverbs 20:28 
says, “Sound leadership is founded on loving integrity.”  Therefore, one of the 
first places to start is in the next election!  You do the right thing.  You stand 
for what’s right. 
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My challenge to you today is to commit to becoming a person of integrity in 
what the Bible calls “a crooked a perverse generation among whom you may shine 
as lights in a dark world.” America is desperately in need of men and women of 
integrity, at work, in our schools, in our government, and in our churches.   

Do you want to please God?  Do you want to influence other people for 
good? Do you want to make a difference with your life? Then commit to 
becoming a person of integrity. 

If you have never been saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father,  
I really do want to be a person of integrity.  But I need Your help and power 

to do the right thing.  Forgive me for those times that I have shaded the truth and 
when I have been silent when I knew I ought to speak up because I was 
embarrassed and afraid of what other people might think.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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