
Making a Difference #4 
Making a Difference Requires Purpose 

Matthew 22:37 

 It is a law of nature: to experience purpose, meaning and fulfillment in 
life we must have a cause bigger than self for which to live. A measure of 
fulfillment can be achieved through one's vocation, through the service we 
give to our community or country, and through the devotion we have for our 
family. Complete fulfillment, however, fulfillment at the deepest level of one's 
being, cannot be achieved apart from a personal relationship with God through 
God the Son. 

 2 Timothy 1:7-9 reads like this, “For God has not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind…Who has saved us, and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose 
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” 

 Genesis 2:7 says “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul.” All 
men who will be honest with themselves are conscious of the belief that there 
is more to life than our time on earth. Listen to God’s promise in Jeremiah 
29:11, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”  Psalm 138:8 says, “The Lord 
will fulfill His purpose for me.” It is obvious from the Bible that God had His 
own pleasure in mind when He formed man out of the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. The truth of the matter is this – 
knowing your purpose gives meaning to your life. However, most of us keep 
asking what it is and searching for it.  

God did not create man and say, "Go now and do your own thing." No, the 
Bible tells us that God came down to fellowship with man "in the cool of the day." 
Animals were not capable of fellowshipping with God or bestowing upon Him 
the devotion of their hearts.  Man alone was capable of this. 

 You see, when God designed man He reserved a space in man's heart 
just for Himself.  Consequently, there is a longing in man's spirit which cannot 
be filled, a thirst which cannot be satisfied, and a need that cannot be met, by 
anything less than God Himself. 

 Augustine had it right when he said, "Without God man begins at no 
beginning and works to no ending."  Without God man has a meaningless 
existence: one which is reduced to the level of eat, drink and be merry for 
tomorrow we die - in other words, squeeze as many pleasures out of life as you 
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possibly can before death takes you away.  That kind of thinking is a sure 
pathway to emptiness, as many can testify. 
 Ernest Hemingway made it to the top.  He won the Nobel and Pulitzer 
prizes in literature.  He was rich and famous and free to live in any way he 
pleased.  He had always said that if he got to the top and found it empty he 
would not want to go on.  He got to the top, found it empty, and took his own 
life. 

 King Solomon immersed himself in wealth, power and prestige - in every 
kind of pleasure imaginable. None of these things brought purpose, meaning or 
fulfillment to his life.  Temporary pleasure, yes; purpose, no!  Temporary 
pleasure, yes; meaning, no!  Temporary pleasure, yes; fulfillment, no!  So 
Solomon's conclusion of it all is recorded in Ecclesiastes 1:2, "Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity." 

 Even though he had everything; as far as purpose, meaning and 
fulfillment were concerned, he had nothing.  And what was true of Solomon is 
also true of us today.  Genuine fulfillment cannot be found apart from God, 
because God is the source of our purpose. 

 Now, please do not misunderstand what I am saying, for a certain 
amount of pleasure and happiness can be experienced apart from God.  
Hebrews 11:25 talks about “pleasures of sin for a season.” But there is no deep 
inner fulfillment. God created us for His pleasure and only to the extent that we 
are bringing it about are we fulfilling the mission for which we were created.  Only 
to the extent that we know and serve Him will we experience purpose, meaning 
and fulfillment in our lives. 

 As Augustine said, "Without God man begins at no beginning and works to 
no ending."  Without God man has no rhyme or reason bigger than self for 
which to live.  Because man places self rather than God at the center of things 
his heart remains empty and forlorn. 

 After man's sensual desires have been satisfied; after the applause has 
died down and after the party is over - in his emptiness - he cannot help but 
feel there must be something more noble, more enduring, more worthwhile for 
which to live than this!  And thank God there is! 

 God created us for His pleasure - for the joy which we would bring Him.  
Bringing God's highest pleasure to pass - bestowing on Him the love and 
devotion of our hearts - is the highest calling that there is.  In our text Jesus told 
us what God's greatest desire for man was when He said the first and greatest 
commandment is, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind."  
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 If that is what God had in mind when He created us, how did we drift so 
far away?  It is a simple but heart-breaking story. After God created man He 
placed him in a garden of indescribable loveliness and beauty.  Every kind of fruit 
imaginable was there for his enjoyment.  Only one tree - the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil in the midst of the garden was off-limits! Man was not to 
partake of it under any condition! 

 The Bible tells us in the book of Genesis that the fruit which the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil bore was pleasant to the eye.  Adam and Eve 
could only imagine how enjoyable it would be.  Dreadfully, Satan deceived them 
into believing that they could enlarge their horizons, experience life more fully, 
become more God-like themselves, if they would ignore God's command and 
partake of the forbidden fruit. Through lies and deception Satan persuaded 
Adam and Eve that they had more to gain than lose by stepping outside the 
boundaries which God had set.  He convinced them that by violating God's 
command they could improve their lot in life.  That they could generate greater 
pleasures for themselves than God was allowing. 

 Get this picture: every kind of fruit imaginable was there for their 
enjoyment.  God himself came down and fellowshipped with them in the cool 
of the day.  What more could they want? 

 Satan's power of persuasion or ability to deceive must have been 
enormous.  Adam and Eve fell for his lie.  He convinced them that they would 
better their lot in life by disregarding God's command and partaking of the 
forbidden fruit. 
 Satan made their rebellion seem so appealing.  He convinced Adam and 
Eve that if they were out from under God's authority they would become free.  
They could set up shop on their own, write their own script, live as if they had 
created themselves, and had no one's pleasure or glory to seek but their own. 

 The sum of what I have said, so far, is this:  God created man for a very 
special purpose; namely, to love and fellowship with Himself.  Man made a 
terrible mistake when he decided to go his own way, when he decided that the 
only one's happiness he would seek would be his own. From that point on man 
had no higher reason for living than his own self-satisfaction. His mission in life 
fell to the level of his own making - to the level of "Let us eat, drink and be merry, 
for tomorrow we die."  Those who give in to this kind of mentality will seek to 
find happiness in any way they can!  

 Some try to find their happiness in alcohol.  Others will try to find 
happiness in drugs, or illicit sex.  Others will try to find happiness in fame or 
popularity. Still others will try to find happiness in riches or material 
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possessions. The truth of the matter is that none of these things work because 
man's heart was made to contain God and nothing less than God will do.  
There is a vacuum in man's heart which only God can fill. 

 Adam and Eve made a very big mistake when they shoved God aside to 
live their life on their own, when they decided the only happiness they would 
seek was their own.  From that point on they had no cause for which to live 
that was bigger than self.  By making self the center around which all things 
turned they lost their reason for being. 

 Now, listen carefully, what was true of Adam and Eve is also true of us.  
The person who tries to find happiness apart from God is chasing fireflies in 
the night.  He is pursuing clouds which yield no rain.  He is trying to draw water 
from wells which have gone dry. 

 The reason there is so much emptiness in the world today is because 
people have abandoned God.  They are stumbling through life as men without 
convictions - trying to manufacture a little happiness for themselves where it 
cannot be found.  We are a society who is looking in all the wrong places. 

 In John 4:13-14 Jesus talked to the woman at the well about life's emptiness 
when He said, "Whosoever drinketh of this water (the carnal pleasures of life) shall 
thirst again."  Jesus is saying that a person without God in his life can go to the 
best wells this world has to offer and drink and drink and drink and drink 
and never be satisfied! "But," He says, "whosoever drinketh of the water that I 
shall give him (the water of knowing and receiving Jesus Christ as Savior, which 
results in the Holy Spirit living on the inside of us) shall never thirst.  The water 
which I shall give him shall be a well of water springing up into everlasting life." 

 I do not know how to explain it, and I do not think anyone else does; but 
when we receive Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, when we devote ourselves to 
bringing God's highest pleasure about, 2 Peter 1:4 tells us that God gives us a part 
of Himself, "By which are given unto us exceedingly great and precious promises, 
that by these you might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world through lust."  Now, listen, when God gives a 
person a part of Himself He gives the very best He has! 

 When a person decides to put Christ in the center of things, to make 
Him the Lord of his life, God puts him back on track so he can fulfill the 
mission for which he was created.  From that point on, purpose, meaning and 
fulfillment in life spring from doing the will of God.  It is a biblical fact, the 
water which God supplies never runs dry! 
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 Those who make Christ the Lord of their lives do not sit around on park 
benches waiting for the end of the world.  They live their lives pretty much the 
same as everyone else.  They cook meals, clean house, go to work,  earn a living, 
change diapers, mow lawns, repair appliances, take out garbage, drive children to 
school, help with their lessons, attend church, funerals and weddings and all of the 
other things which people normally do. 
 But they live their lives with a difference: they live it in a manner that is 
pleasing to God.  Whether it is cooking a meal, cleaning the house, driving the 
children to school or working at a grimy job, they do it as unto the Lord.  
Their highest goal is to live a life that is pleasing to the Lord in this world and to be 
a part of God's kingdom in the world to come. 

 They do not have to do drugs, lie, cheat, curse, steal or commit adultery 
to be happy. They enjoy a quality of life far above what those engage in those 
sort of things will ever know. And the anointed child of God has been given this 
promise in Psalm 16:11, "God gives them all things richly to enjoy…In his 
presence there is fullness of joy, at his right hand there are pleasures forever." 

 In Ephesians 2:10 we have these words, "We are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them."  God created us with a purpose!  Nothing is quite as powerful as 
a life lived with purpose! If you look at the people who have made the greatest 
impact on this world, they were not the smartest, or the wealthiest, or the best 
educated.  But the people who made the greatest impact are those people who have 
purpose and passion. 

 If your life seems empty and you find yourself with no real purpose in 
life - then Jesus is the answer to your problem!  If you have never been saved, 
why not today? 

 Everyone please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 
 In the name of Jesus, I pray that I will be rooted and built up in Jesus, 
established in faith, and following You will for my life.  I take authority over Satan 
and bind his operation in my life.  I pray that the eyes of my understanding will be 
opened and that I might know Your purpose for my life.  Help me to make a 
difference in this world as You seek to grow Your kingdom on this earth.  In Jesus' 
name. Amen.
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