
Making a Difference #3 
Making a Difference Requires Courage 

John 16:33 

No one ever wants to be called a coward.  It is one of the most despised 
of all human qualities. We will do almost anything to avoid being called a 
coward. Remember when you were in school and a kid would dare you to do 
different things? You would do dumb things, stupid things, dangerous things, and 
life threatening things, all to avoid that dreaded word – "chicken."  You didn’t 
want to be a chicken. We love courageous people. We despise the cowardly. In 
every movie, the bad guys are always cowards. The good guys are always 
courageous. In our families, fathers always want their wives and children to 
see them as being courageous because that is what heroes are made of. Usually 
when we think of courage we think of death defying acts or great sacrifices.  

The truth is, it takes a great deal of courage, just to face the ordinary 
challenges of daily life. It takes a lot to live and do the right thing without 
wimping out.  

Everyday you are making choices.  Everyday those choices reveal you to 
be either courageous or a coward.  

This is the third message in this series on “Making a Difference in our 
World.” We have talked about Commitment, and we have talked about Passion. 
But underlying all of those is this quality of courage. Because it takes courage 
to make a difference in our world.  You can only change the world if you are a 
changed person.  Changed people change the world.  You can not change the 
world by imitating it.  You can not change the world by blending in.  You can 
never change the world by going along with the flow and swimming 
downstream.  The bottom line is, if I want to make a difference, I must be willing 
to be different.  I must be willing to have people say things about me, be 
criticized, be questioned, or be joked about.  To make a difference, I must be 
different. 

The Greek reads something like this in John 16:33, “In the world you will 
have hardship.”  Notice it is not an option.  It is going to happen so do not be 
surprised.  And then Jesus adds, “But, be courageous.  I have conquered the 
world.”  

  
In today's message I want to deal with “How Can I Live More Confidently.”  

How can I live more courageously?  I want to suggest to you three practical 
ways that you can develop courage in your life on a daily basis.  The Bible tells 
us we can be courageous by owning up, and by speaking up. 
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First, I show courage by owning up to my sin. I intentionally chose this 
word “sin” because it is the word we love to avoid.  We like to call it everything 
else – blooper, blunder, character defect, flaw, temperament, oversight, lack of 
good judgment.  But the Bible calls it sin.   

And the Bible says in Romans 3:23 that we have "all sinned."  1 John 1:8 
says, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us.” If we claim that we do not have any sinful ways in our life we are not 
being honest with ourselves. We are deceiving our own inner being. We are not 
telling the truth.   

But we hate to admit our sin.  We hate to admit it because we are afraid 
other people will think less of us when we admit that we failed, that we made 
mistakes, that we sinned, that we fall short of God’s standard.  But being able 
to own up to personal sin, to personal responsibility is a mark of emotional health 
and spiritual health.  And it is a mark of courage.  It takes courage to do that.  
There are grown men who have never been able to say, “I’m sorry.  I was wrong.”  
That, my friend, is cowardly. I am sure there are people sitting here right now 
that have never been able to utter those words.  They have never been able to 
say, “I have sinned.”  We do not like to own up to our sin. 

What are you afraid to own up to in your life?  What is it in your 
marriage that you haven’t owned up to and you keep blaming your husband/
wife/kids? The Bible says this in Proverbs 28:13, “You will never succeed in life if 
you try to hide your sins.”  Denial does not work in the long run.  There are 
some short term gains.  You can wear a mask for a while but in the long run, 
denial does not work. 

This inability to own up to personal sin and responsibility is the great 
destroyer of marriage, relationships, and even careers.  The inability to say, 
“It’s my fault.  I was wrong.  Would you forgive me?” has ruined more marriages 
than you can possibly imagine.   

Why am I talking about this?  Because people who make a lasting, 
permanent difference for good do it out of personal integrity.  Fakes, phonies, 
and cons do not last.  But the truth lasts.  When you live with the truth in your 
life, saying, “Yes, these are my strengths but these are my faults.  And here’s where 
I’ve fallen.”  Paul could be honest with his strengths saying, “Follow me as I 
follow Christ,” but he also could say, “I’m the chief of sinners.”  He was very 
honest, even wrote it down for posterity so that 2000 years later we are still 
reading his sins.  Courage is owning up to my sin.   

Page �2



Second, courage is speaking up for Christ. 1 Corinthians 16:13 the Greek 
reads something like this, “Stay true to what you believe.  Be courageous.  Be 
strong.”  2 Timothy 1:7-8 reads like this in the Greek, God does not want us to be 
shy with His gifts, but bold and loving and sensible.  So don't be embarrassed to 
speak up for your Master." Today, very few Christians are willing to stand up 
for what is right.  In a world where tolerance is valued more than truth, where 
people even doubt the existence if there is a right or a wrong, and the whole society 
says, “If it feels good do it,” etc.,  Most Christians are afraid to stand up for the 
truth. We are afraid that we will be labeled, “Narrow minded,” “Prejudiced”, 
“Judgmental”, “Old fashioned”, “Out of date,” “Bigoted” or whatever.  

  
In Ezekiel 3:18 the Hebrews reads something like this, “If you don’t speak 

out to warn the evil person to leave his evil ways, he will die in his sin.  But I’ll 
hold you responsible for his death.”  That, to me, is one of the most sobering 
verses in the Bible. The Bible says if I know the truth about salvation and 
eternal life, if I see somebody who is not saved and do not tell them about 
God's grace and salvation, God is going to hold me responsible for keeping my 
mouth shut.  

In a crowd this size, I’m sure every one of us knows somebody who is 
not saved, who is living a life of sin and failure. And you have said nothing to 
them about it.  And the excuse that you have given for your cowardice, the excuse 
you have given for your silence is, “Who am I to judge?  I really do not want to 
offend them.” 

Referring to those people, Proverbs 14:13 says, “Sure, those people appear 
to be having a good time but all that laughter will end in heartbreak." They appear 
to be having a good time but all that laughter will end in heartbreak. 

If you claim to be a believer, if you claim to be a follower of Christ, there 
will be times in your life when out of love you must care enough to confront. 
There must be times when you say to that friend, to that family member, to that 
spouse, to that parent or somebody that you care about, “I love you too much not to 
tell you the truth." If you have an unsaved friend and you don’t tell them about 
Jesus, you are not much of a friend.  Sometimes love is tough. You need to go 
ahead and say, “I’m not going to stand by on the sidelines and remain silent.  I care 
too much about you.  I care too much about this relationship.  It may make you 
mad when I tell you this.  It may offend you when I tell you this.  It may put a 
strain on our relationship, but I care more about you than I do about what you think 
about me.”  That, my friend, is love.   
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Where do you get the courage to do that?  Where do you get the courage 
to speak to that relative, that friend, that co-worker? Psalm 119:41, 45-46 reads 
like this, “Let your love, God, shape my life.  Then I’ll be able to stand up to 
mockery [in other words what other people think] because I trust Your word.  And 
as I look for Your truth and Your wisdom, I’ll tell the world what I find and speak 
out boldly in public unembarrassed.”  If I really love God with all my heart and 
if I really love the truth, which is contained in God’s word, and if I really love 
people, then those things are going to motivate me to take action rather than 
sit in cowardly silence on the sidelines.  Love for God and love for truth and 
love for people is the motivation behind courage.   

If you are a child of God, God wants to use you.  God wants to use you 
in this world.  God wants to use you in this world right now and He will if you are 
willing to stand up for what is right and if you’re willing to speak up for Jesus 
Christ. 

What I am telling you today is not something new! You already know 
this.  The real issue is, where are you going to get the courage to do it?  Where are 
you going to get the courage to stand up when you need to stand up and to 
speak up when you need to speak up?   

I believe there are four keys, four steps that you must take to gain the 
courage to make a difference in this world.  These are things you can do to 
build up your courage.  That you can to do to stoke the fires of confidence.   

 The first step is to go public through baptism.  That is what baptism is.  
Baptism is your coming out party.  Baptism is when you stop being a secret 
agent disciple and say I am not ashamed.  When people are baptized they are 
saying, “I am telling the whole world I’m stepping across the line.  I’m in the 
family.  I’ve joined the army.  I’m in the fold.  I am not ashamed to tell the world 
that I am a follower of Jesus Christ.”  Baptism is a personal advertisement for 
Jesus.  Baptism says, “I’m not covering up.  I’m not a coward.  I’m not worried 
about anybody knowing this.  I want the whole world to know and I’m going to do 
it in a very public act.”  Very few things are more public than baptism, 
especially here at Mountain Grove.  When Jesus went down to the Jordan 
River, it was a very public act. A paraphrase of Galatians 3:27 says, “Your 
baptism in Christ is not just washing you up for a fresh start.  It also involves 
dressing you in an adult faith wardrobe of Christ’s life.”  In the last five years here 
at Mountain Grove, over 850 people have been baptized, saying, “I am not 
ashamed to say I am a believer.”   

What is your excuse for not being baptized?  Some of you have been 
saved for a pretty good while, and yet, and you have never followed through 
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with believer's baptism.  I challenge you to finish what you started. Do 
something courageous today.  Step across the line in your public profession 
and tell the world what you have already done in your heart.  It doesn’t make 
you a Christian but it shows that you are one.  Take that step. 

 The second step is to pray for boldness.  Ask God for courage.  Even the 
Apostle Paul did this in Ephesians 6:20, “Pray and ask God to give me the right 
words as I boldly tell others about the Lord.”  Ask God to give you the courage.  
Why?  Because Satan will attack your flesh with the "spirit of fear." Pray for 
boldness. 

The third step is to expect God to use you. Stop confessing your failure, 
"God could never use me to do this or that." That is a statement of failure and 
you are playing right into Satan's hand!  Remember, God wants to use you, 
expect Him to do it!  

Listen to the words of Paul in Philippians 1:20, "According to my earnest 
expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all 
boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it 
be by life or by death." This is a beautiful prayer and statement.  The Greek 
reads like this, “I expect and hope that I will have the courage now, as always, to 
show the greatness of Christ in my life here on earth.”  God works in your life 
when you show faith.  Now listen carefully, when you expect the courage to be 
there, it will be there. 

Courage is not the absence of fear.  Courage is doing the right thing in 
spite of your fear.  Courage is not the absence of anxiety.  You are going to 
have anxiety when you talk to people about critical issues in their life. 
Courage is not the absence of nervousness.  It is moving ahead in spite of your 
nervousness, doing the right thing because you love -- you love God, you love 
people and you love truth. The Bible says this in Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and 
courageous.  Don’t be afraid or discouraged.  For the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.” Notice how the Bible ties being "afraid" and being 
"discouraged" together.   

 The fourth step is to remember the end of the story. If you believe 
everything you read, if you listen and hear what the experts are saying; it 
seems like we are losing the battle.  When you read everything that is going on in 
the world and the way they twist it and tell it, it sounds like all that is God, and all 
that is good, and all that is right and pure and righteous, and even common sense 
just seems to be losing ground in our world.  We can very easily become 
discouraged.   
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But, now listen to this, child of God; you do not have to ever become 
discouraged.  Remember the end of the story.  I have read the last chapter in the 
book.  In the last chapter of God’s word it says this:  We win!  Jesus Christ is 
going to come back and He is going to settle the score, even the odds, balance 
the books.  He is going to reward the righteous.  He is going to punish the 
wicked.  He is going to establish justice.  That is going to happen, inevitably.  No 
matter what anybody else says or does because history is His story.  So it is 
going to happen whether you want it to or not.  And in the end, we win.  That 
ought to give you courage. We may have a few battles we lose here, a few 
skirmishes we have some fatalities on, but the outcome is inevitable.  The 
outcome is unquestioned.  We win.   

We have these words in James 5:8, “Take courage, for the coming of the 
Lord is near.”    

It takes enormous courage to just become a Christian.  In the first place 
you have to own up to your sin.  “God, You’re right, I’m wrong.” That takes 
courage.  In the second place, you have to repent.  “God, I’m going to go Your 
way not mine.”  That takes courage.  And in the third place, you have to commit 
your life totally to Christ. “I’m going to follow You from here on out.”  That 
takes courage.   

Then it takes courage just to follow Christ when it’s unpopular, to follow 
Christ when it’s inconvenient, and to follow Christ when you don’t understand 
it.  It takes courage to obey Christ when it doesn’t make sense and 
everybody’s going the other way.  It takes courage to be ethical in the market 
place.  It takes courage to have honesty even when it costs you personally.  It 
takes courage to minister.  It takes courage to share your faith with an unbeliever.  
It takes courage to tithe.  It takes courage to remain sexually pure in this sex 
obsessed society. Today, God is looking for some people with courage! Why? 
Because cowards do not last very long in the Christian life.  They chicken out.   

So, let me ask you today: Do you have enough courage to step across the 
line?  Do you have enough courage to publicly profess your faith in Christ 
first by being baptized and then speaking up for Christ in your work place, in 
your school, even in your home? Do you have the courage to do that? 

In Luke 9:26 Jesus made this statement, “If anyone is ashamed of Me and 
My words, the Son of man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory.”  

What I am challenging you to do this morning is this: Dare to make a 
difference by daring to be different and caring more about what God thinks 
than what other people think because you only need to live for an audience of 
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One -- Jesus Christ.  Great people never follow the crowd.  Never.  They take 
the road less traveled.  

Do yourself a favor - do something courageous. 
Every one please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
I confess to You today that I do not want to be a coward. Forgive me for 

those times when I have been silent and I should have spoken up.  I want to own up 
to my own sins and I’m not going to blame anybody else for my problems.  I am 
not going to blame anybody else for the conflict that I have caused in relationships.  
I want You to be in charge of every area of my life.  I do not want to be an 
embarrassed believer.  Help me to speak up for Christ and to share Your love with 
those around me.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.”
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