
Making a Difference #2 
Making a Difference Requires Passion 

Mark 12:30-31  

This is our second message in our “Making a Difference” series, and to 
day we are going to talk about one’s passion. There is passion of the heart and 
a passion of the flesh. Today we are going to look at the passion of heart.  

The driving force behind all great art, all great music, all great 
literature, all great drama and all great architecture is passion. Passion makes 
things great. Passion is what mobilizes armies to sacrifice themselves in battle. 
Passion is what enables and drives scientists to find new cures to dreaded 
disease.  Passion is what equips athletes to break records and get to the 
Olympics. Passion is what sustains you in reaching your goals as you go through 
life. Nothing great is done without passion. Passion turns the impossible into 
the possible.  It energizes life.  It is what makes your life alive. Without passion 
in your life, your life is dull, drab, and boring.  

God wants you to live a passionate life.  He wants you to sense the 
passion that He put within you by His nature.  

One day a man walked up to Jesus and said, “Jesus, what’s the most 
important commandment out of the whole Bible?  What’s the one thing I need to 
get down if I don’t get any others down?”  Jesus said, “I’m going to summarize the 
whole Bible [the Cliff notes on the whole Bible].  I’m going to give it to you in two 
sentences.  If you get these two things you’ve got it made.  If you get these down 
in your life, you’re going to make it ok.”  

In Mark 12 He tells us what those two things are.  Hear the passion Jesus 
shared as He shared this verse.  Mark 12:30-31 He says, “Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength and love your neighbor as yourself. There is no greater 
commandment than these.” Hear and feel the passion in this verse. Jesus says 
there are only really two things that matter in life. Love God and love other 
people. That is what matters most.  Love God and love people.  

But He says that we are not to love people and God in a wimpy way, in a 
half hearted way.  He said, you do it passionately: “with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind, with all your strength.” I love this verse in the 
Message paraphrase, “Love the Lord your God will all your passion, all your 
prayer, all your intelligence, all your energy.”  God is saying, "You have got to give 
it all you’ve got.  This is not for wimps."  Jesus is saying, "If you want to follow 
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Me, you’ve got to live with passion, because it deserves everything you’ve got." 
These are some things worth being passionate over.  

The Bible uses this phrase “with all your heart” many times.  

The Bible says we are to seek God passionately, with all our heart.  
The Bible tells us we are to love God passionately.  
The Bible tells us we are to serve God passionately.  
We are to obey God passionately.  
We are to trust God passionately.  

Then (as if He left out something) in Colossians 3:23 God says, “Whatever 
you do, do it with all your heart as unto the Lord and not as unto men.” He says no 
matter what you do, do it passionately. No matter what you do, do it with all 
your heart. Never do anything half-hearted. If you are going to do it, it is worth 
doing with all your heart. If you are going to do it half-hearted, don’t do it at 
all.  

In America, we are often passionate about everything but God. We are 
passionate about sports. We are passionate about movies we watch. We are 
passionate about fashion, the clothes we wear. We are passionate about certain 
kinds of cars. We are passionate about restaurants—some of us more than others.  

The amazing thing in our culture is it’s ok, even appropriate, for you to 
be passionate about anything as long as it’s not God. I can go to any sporting 
event and yell, scream my head off, jump up and down, raise my hands in the air 
and when we lose I can cry and when we win I can dance around and people would 
say, “There’s a fan!”  But if I came to church and did any of that, they would say, 
“There’s a fanatic!”  It’s like it’s appropriate to get excited, be enthusiastic, have 
a passion for anything in life, as long as it’s not God.  Yet Jesus said, "If you’re 
going to follow Me, you’ve got to do it with passion." With all your heart.  

The Greek reads something like this in Romans 12:11, “Never be lacking in 
zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor.” Notice the word “keep."  That means it is not 
automatic. You don’t stay on fire for God automatically. It must be maintained.  
You must stoke those fires, fan that flame to maintain your spiritual passion.  

If you don't, after a while, that passion begins to drain out of your life. 
And your zest and your zip and the joy in your life will soon begin to go away, 
fade. Life will soon become so … daily, mundane, routine. And your dreams 
began to gather dust. You lose your zip. It’s a predictable pattern. The first thing, 
you get the blahs. The second thing, you begin to lower your expectations in 
life.  The third thing, you begin to question things around you.  Then inevitably, if 
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you let this spiral go on, you begin to get aches and pains in your body. And 
finally, if you get it full-blown, you get a full-blown case of depression.  

What happened?  Why don’t you have that enthusiasm that you used to 
have?  Why don’t you still feel the same way about your career that you used to? 
Why don’t you still feel the same enthusiasm about your marriage that you 
used to?  Why aren’t you as close and on fire for God as you used to be?  What 
happened? 

You have fallen prey to one of the passion killers of life. There are five of 
them.  We are going to look at them today. I want you to use this as a checklist and 
ask, “Why have I got the blahs?  Why have I lost my zest?  Why am I not 
passionate like I used to be?  Where have my expectations and enthusiasm for the 
Lord and everything else gone?”  Chances are it is one or more of these five 
passion killers. 

  First, an unclear purpose. Living without purpose is the most common 
reason people lack passion.  Without a purpose for living, why bother?  Why put 
forth the effort? Why get out of bed in the morning? If you have no reason for 
using energy, why expend it?  Why not just check in and say, “Been there, done 
that, bought the 'T' shirt!” 

The fact is, life seems pretty futile, if you don’t know your purpose. You 
may feel like Isaiah, “I have labored to no purpose.  I have spent my strength in 
vain and for nothing.” Have you ever felt like that? Without purpose, you have 
no passion.  

On the other hand, a clear purpose creates passion. Listen to what God 
says in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. 
“They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” 
There is nothing more significant than being what God made you to be, doing 
what God made you to do, thinking like God made you to think, sharing in the 
greatest cause in the world – the advancement of His kingdom. There is no 
greater cause. And it creates the greatest amount of passion in life. 

An unclear purpose will kill the passion in your life. 

Second, an unemployed talent. God has given you certain gifts; certain 
talents, certain abilities and He put them in you for a purpose. If you are stuck 
in a job or a career that ignores your talent, minimizes your talent, it is no wonder 
you are going to lose your passion for life. Because there is a boredom factor. 
Studies have shown that up to seventy percent of all Americans are in the 
wrong job. They are in jobs that they are not shaped for, that do not use their 
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potential and their talent. If you have a job that uses thirty percent of your 
talent and abilities and brainpower that leaves a seventy percent boredom 
factor. No wonder you are going to lose your passion. You are not being used the 
way God intended for you to be used.   

Now, listen very carefully to this statement: You will never find a job or 
career than uses one hundred percent of your talents because God never 
meant for you to find total fulfillment just in your career. That is why you 
need to have a ministry where you are doing something outside of your career, 
using talents that you are not using at work in ways that can be used to bless 
the body of Christ and help the world and make it a better place. You do it just 
out of the sheer joy of using your talents.   

The Bible says that God put you on this earth for a purpose and He has 
a place for you in the world, a niche for you. You discover that niche by 
discovering what you are good at, finding your talents. And what you are good 
at you know that is what God wants you to do in this world. 1 Corinthians 7:17 
says, “Each one of you should live his life with the gifts that the Lord has given 
him.” Discover what you are good at and then find the place where you can 
use it the bring purpose in your life and glory to the Lord.   

Third, an unbalanced schedule. We all struggle with this one. Whether 
you are overworked or underworked, either way, you tend to lose your passion. 
Why? Because we need a balance in our life. We need a balance in our lives 
between input and output.  

Some people are always giving out. There is always someone to help. 
There is always someone to serve. There is always someone to share with. But 
they are never taking in, never taking the time to recharge.  If you are like that, 
you are thinking right now, "I do not want to listen to this message. I just want to 
go home and take a nap!” You have what is called compassion fatigue. 
Eventually what happens, if you are always giving out, sooner or later you will 
just stop caring. Stop caring about yourself, stop caring about other people, 
eventually stop caring about God.  

There is also a flip side to this.  There are others who are always taking 
in – faithful to Sunday School, faithful to Worship Service, faithful to 
Wednesday night, faithful to buy CDs or learning something else or studying – 
but, the problem is, they are never doing anything about it. James 1:22 
admonishes us to "be…doers of the Word and not hearers only…" The Bible is 
something to be done in our lives.  

Page �4



Fortunately, 1 Timothy 4:7 gives us a solution to both of these, “Take the 
time and the trouble to keep yourself spiritually fit.” It takes some time and it 
takes some trouble to keep yourself spiritually fit. You become spiritually fit 
when you have a balance of the five purposes of God in your life. 

The purpose of worship – thinking about God and who He is. 
The purpose of fellowship – loving other people and making a difference in 

their lives. 
The purpose of Bible study – letting the message of the Bible make a 

difference in our lives. 
The purpose of ministry – meeting the needs other people. 
The purpose of outreach – telling other people the good news of who God 

is. 

When I balance those five purposes then I’m able to be healthy spiritually.  

Four, an unconfessed sin. Now when I talk about “sin” I am not talking 
about smoking, drinking, chewing, dancing, etc. I am talking about what the 
Bible calls “sin” as seen in Proverbs 6:16-19, These six things the Lord hates; yes, 
seven are an abomination to Him: a proud look, a lying tongue,  
 hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are 
swift in running to evil, a false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord 
among brethren.” A careful look and you realize all of these things that are “an 
abomination to (God)” are relational “sins.” Folks, it is a biblical fact: you 
can’t be right with God and wrong with other people!  

Some of you are trying to be enthusiastic about life but your anger, 
bitterness, and unforgiveness is hindering your joy.  Fortunately, this one of the 
easiest problems to solve when it comes to passion in our lives as seen in 1 John 
1:9, “If we confess our sins, God can be trusted to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” All I have to do is take it to God, tell Him 
the truth about my sin, and He takes it from there! Ask Him to start me living a 
new way again. 

  
And number four leads us into number five - an unresolved conflict. 

Now listen carefully, Satan will always use an unresolved conflict to drain the 
passion right out of us. In Job 5:2 the Hebrew reads like this, “Resentment 
destroys the fool and jealousy kills the simple.” And, then, in Job 18:4 we are told, 
“You are only hurting yourself with your anger.” Those three words will kill 
your passion every time. This is why God tells us that forgiveness is so 
important. This is why God teaches us again and again to forgive other people. 

  

Page �5



Six, an undernourished spirit. The truth of the matter is this, passion is a 
spiritual issue. It’s a matter of the heart. You cannot restore your passion with 
money, with something physical.  You cannot restore your passion with a pill. It 
comes from within the heart. You are more than just a body.  God gave you a 
spirit.  He gave you the ability to talk with Him, to fellowship with Him, to 
worship Him, and to be passionate. Therefore, you need to nourish your spirit.  

What is the answer?  Colossians 2:6-7 reads something like this in the 
Greek, “Just as you trusted Christ to save you, trust Him, too, for each day’s 
problems; live in vital union with Him.  Let your roots grow down into Him and 
draw up nourishment from Him.  See to it that you go on growing in the Lord and 
become strong and vigorous.”  

In this series we have been talking about how to make a difference in 
our world.  And when you look at the people who have made the greatest 
impact, they were the most passionate people. And our passion must begin with 
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ!  

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Every one please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 
 I offer to You my dreams, my abilities, and my love.  Show me with Your 

Spirit the joy and the passion that I need to make my life count for something in 
Your kingdom.  I rejoice that Your Word teaches me that I am more than a 
conqueror through Him that loved me.  In Jesus' name. Amen.
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