
Living the Heavenly Life on Earth 
Philippians 3:20 

 The Christian lives in two worlds, he has two addresses, and is a resident 
of two realms. Paul brings out this idea in Ephesians 1:1 when he says, “Paul, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints who are in Ephesus, and 
faithful in Christ Jesus.” Notice they are “at Ephesus” and they are “in Jesus 
Christ.” When he writes in Philippians 1:1 he says, “To all the saints in Christ 
Jesus who are in Philippi…” When he writes in Colossians 1:2 he says, “To the 
saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse.” And so, with repeated 
emphasis Paul is saying that as believers we have two residences – one is 
geographical and the other is spiritual. 

 In Galatians 1:4 we are told that Jesus Christ “gave Himself for our sins, that 
He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and 
Father.” Now the Bible is not speaking here of taking us up to heaven, for it is 
not the death of Christ that is going to take us to heaven, but the Second 
Coming of Christ. Here the Bible is speaking of something that has already 
happened as seen in Colossians 1:13 where we are told that God “has (past tense) 
delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the 
Son of His love.” The word “translated” means “transplanted,” as if a plant 
were taken from one place and put someplace else. So a great part of salvation 
is God taking us out of this “present evil age” and putting us in the “age to 
come.” Hebrews 6:5 says we who are believers have “tasted the powers of the age 
to come.” 

 All through the Bible there is an emphasis on “this present evil age” and 
on the “age to come.” The “present evil age” is the age in which we are now 
living, and the “age to come” is when Jesus will usher in the visible, physical, 
Kingdom of God. For an account of this “age to come” look with me at Isaiah 
11:6-9, “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the young goat, the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little 
child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young ones shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play 
by the cobra’s hole, and the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” And then in Revelation 
21:4, “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away.” 

 The writer of Hebrews says in Hebrews 6:5 that we who are saved have 
“tasted the powers of the age to come.” Now a taste is not a seven-course meal, 
but it’s real! Not long ago one of the ladies in our Wednesday Night Bible 
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Study brought one of the little rectangular cake pans filled with some kind of 
chocolate cake. And before the Bible Study we usually have some refreshments, 
such as cakes and/or cookies to go with our coffee. On that particular night one 
of our ladies cut that cake in half, and then into fourths, and then into eights, 
and then into sixty-fourths. Now I didn’t get the whole thing, but I had a taste 
of it. The difference in “taste” is not the quality but the quantity. In this “present 
evil age” we just get a “taste” of what God has for us, but in the “the age to 
come” we are going to get it all! 

 In other words, a portion of “the age to come” has already come to 
believers! Therefore, the child of God is a person who is living in the future 
even at this present time, and that is the reason we began by saying the 
Christian lives in two worlds.  

 The Christian life, when lived in it’s fullness, is lived in the heavenlies, as 
seen in Ephesians 2:4-6, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love 
with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” I am convinced the 
reason most Christians fail and are not experiencing the Christian life as “joy 
unspeakable and full of glory,” and as “the peace of God which passes all 
understanding,” is because they have never learned to live the heavenly life while 
on earth. 

 If the real truth was known, the greatest majority of Christians will live 
their entire Christian life somewhere between “Thank You Jesus” and “Lord 
have mercy.” If you and I in this “present evil age” are to experience the 
blessings of God, if we are going to be able to unlock all that God has for us, 
then we must learn how to live in the heavenly realm of our Christian lives. 
And that simply means that we must live according the laws of heaven. 

 Therefore, look with me as we look at what it means to live the heavenly 
life on earth. 

 Look, first of all, at our heavenly citizenship. Philippians 3:20 says, “For 
our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” The King James Version says, “For our conversation is in 
heaven…” The Greek word used here for “conversation” and/or “citizenship” 
is not found any other place in the entire New Testament. It pertains to life as a 
citizen, and the full meaning of the Greek relates to the commonwealth or state, 
and this is the idea that we get from Peter in 1 Peter 2:11, “Beloved, I beg you as 
sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul.”  In 
other words, our real “citizenship” is in the commonwealth of heaven here on 
earth! 
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 Philippi was a Roman colony. The great characteristic of these Roman 
colonies was that wherever they were, they remained fragments of Rome. No 
matter where they were, Roman dress was worn; Roman magistrates governed 
them; the Latin tongue was spoken; Roman justice was administered; and Roman 
morals were observed. That simply means that although these Roman citizens 
were in foreign countries, they were still to live by the laws of their native 
country. 

  It is a divine fact, believers are heavenly citizens – pilgrims on earth, but 
citizens of the heavenly world: thinking on things above; and since we are 
citizens of the heavenly world, we are governed by the laws of heaven. 

 I am not saying that we are to ignore the laws of our land; I am not 
saying that you are free to defy the Constitution by which we are governed in 
America. I hope you understand that, if not we’re all in trouble. 

 Next, look at our heavenly requirements. We are in this world, but not of 
it’s spirit, therefore we have been told in Isaiah 55:7-9, “Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, and He will 
have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. For My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, says the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and 
My thoughts than your thoughts.” 

 You see, a great part of salvation is forsaking our ways and our 
thoughts, and accepting God’s ways and God’s thoughts. And that, my friend, 
is living by the laws of the “heavenlies.” And failure comes in our Christian lives 
when we try to live the heavenly life by the ways and laws of the worldly life. 

 And that brings us to this all-important question: “What are the laws of the 
heavenlies, and how do I understand how to live by them?” The answer is found 
in Matthew 5-7, for the Sermon on the Mount is actually the laws of the 
Kingdom! Jesus said in Matthew 5:21-22, “You have heard that it was said to 
those of old, ‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the 
judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a 
cause shall be in danger of the judgment.” And in verse 43, “You have heard that it 
was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’”  Did you know that 
nobody had to teach you to “love your friends and hate your enemies”? That is the 
law of fallen humanity. But Jesus said in verse 44, “But I say to you, love your 
enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute you.” The law of fallen humanity says, 
“The strong shall inherit the earth,” but Jesus said in Matthew 5:5, “Blessed are the 
meek, For they shall inherit the earth.” 
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 The problem is we are programmed to live according to the laws of this 
world, when our blessings come when we live according to the laws of heaven. 

 The mind is likened to a computer. You take a computer and you 
program it by feeding it a set of facts. All of the calculations and solutions 
reached by any computer, regardless of big or small is based on the programming it 
receives. If the person programming the computer makes a mistake, then all of 
the computer’s calculations will be wrong. In the world of computers this is 
called, “Garbage in and garbage out.” 

 I am convinced that every failure in your Christian life is because you 
have been computing, and/or living on an old set of facts, that are based on the 
laws of this “present evil age,” instead of the laws of the “heavenlies.” 

 Look, last of all at the heavenly principle. I draw your attention to 2 
Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Listen 
to these two verses in the Greek, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to 
teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects 
us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare 
and equip his people to do every good work.” The principles of the laws of the 
“heavenlies” are found in the Word of God, there, we must allow ourselves to 
be programmed according to the Scriptures. Child of God, apart from the Word 
of God there is no foundation for our faith and no bases for our victory. 

 I want to close by giving you three basic biblical principles that we are 
to live by: (1) you gain by giving; (2) you live by dying; and (3) you are set free 
by becoming a slave. 

 First, you gain by giving. Listen to Paul’s teaching on this matter in 2 
Corinthians 9:6-11, “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he 
purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 
As it is written: He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His 
righteousness endures forever. Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and 
bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits 
of your righteousness, while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which 
causes thanksgiving through us to God.” Where did Paul get this idea of sowing 
and reaping in one’s giving? Luke 6:38 gives us the answer, “Give, and you will 
receive. Your gift will return to you in full - pressed down, shaken together to make 
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room for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give will 
determine the amount you get back.” Ladies and gentlemen, that statement 
came straight from the mouth of Jesus Himself. And yet many believers 
simply refuse to believe it. But why?  

 Because our minds have been programmed with the laws of this 
“present evil age.” The laws of this “present evil age” says, “Get all you can, and 
can all you get.” The new set of facts, based on the Word of God, says, “The more 
you give for the glory of God, the more you get in return.” The next time you 
give, don’t be afraid to expect a harvest! 
 Second, you live by dying. Galatians 2:20 gives us this insight, “I have been 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself for me.” The Greek says, “My old self has been crucified with 
Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly 
body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” I 
promise you – there is no life outside of Christ! 

 Third, you are set free by becoming a slave. Jesus made this promise in 
John 8:32, “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” And 
in verse 36 He says, “So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.” Jesus has 
given us this invitation in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to me, all of you who are 
weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. 
Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.” 
Romans 14:17 reminds us that God never intended for life to be a struggle “but of 
living a life of goodness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”  

 There is not a need in your life that Christ cannot meet. There is not a 
problem that Christ cannot solve. There is no difficulty in your life that Christ 
cannot help you to overcome. But you must be willing to live by the laws of the 
heavenlies,” and the principles of the Word of God! 

 If you are not saved, why not today? 

 Everyone please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 
 Your Word is true. Give the desire to study your Word and the faith to live it 
out in my everyday living. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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