
Living Life For His Glory #6 
Living in Fulfillment 

2 Peter 1:3-4 

 As we come to the end of our series, “Living 2017 for God’s 
Glory,” we are going to talk about “Living in Fulfillment.” Many of us 
hear these words and long to do just that – live life to the fullest? We 
want to grow emotionally and mentally. We seek new ways to expand 
our vision and enjoy life at every turn. 

 It is a biblical fact that God wants us to grow and be all that we 
can be. He created us for excellence. From His perspective there are no 
failures, just possibilities.  No matter how many wrong turns we take, 
God knows how to redirect our lives and place us back on the right 
track. He is the God who extends opportunity after opportunity to 
us. In other words, He is the God of the second, third, fourth, and 
infinite chances. 

 One of the great problems I find in the lives of so many people, 
Christians as well as those who are lost without Christ as their 
Savior, is that they are living unfulfilled lives. And what I want to do 
today is to see what God’s Word has to say to us about Living in 
Fulfillment. 

 Let me tell you, first of all, that God’s love brings fulfillment. 
God is never disappointed with us because He is omniscient. He 
knows all about us. He knows what we have done in the past and 
what we will do in the future. The wondrous thing about God’s love 
is that it never stops.  He loves us the same today as He did yesterday, 
and His love for us will not change tomorrow. When we feel as though 
we have failed in life, Isaiah 59:19 tells us that God comes to us and 
raises up a standard – a banner of hope in our behalf, “So shall they fear 
the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory from the rising of the 
sun.  When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall life up a standard against him.” 

 With that truth in mind, why do so many people end up living 
a less-than-productive life? The answer lies in our ability to accept 
and apply a crucial truth to our hearts: It is God’s unconditional love 
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that changes us and bring lasting fulfillment.  Once we understand and 
accept that there is no greater love than the love of God, and then we 
will be ready to take the first step toward living life to the fullest. 

 What are the goals you would love to achieve? What dreams 
has God placed within your heart that you long to see become a 
reality? There is a way to live each day fulfilled – satisfied and blessed. 

 For many people, the words “living life to the fullest” 
immediately bring thoughts of achievement either of financial 
security or success in their jobs. Their quest for fulfillment has more 
to do with achieving than living the life God has given them to live. 
Listen to this promise in Psalm 37:3-5, “Trust in the Lord and do good. 
Then you will live safely in the land and prosper. Take delight in the 
Lord, and he will give you your heart’s desires. Commit everything you 
do to the Lord. Trust him, and he will help you.” The promise is simple: 
“Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you your heart’s desires.” 
The problem is that we are searching for fulfillment in all the wrong 
places.  Fulfillment in a material sense does not guarantee that the 
inner hunger that resides deep within our souls will be satisfied. This 
is because true fulfillment does not come as a result of owning a large 
home, driving a new car, or having money in the bank. True fulfillment 
comes as a result of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.


 Some of the richest people in the world are also the loneliest.  
They use their money to travel and buy all that their hearts desire, 
but the search for true happiness continues to go unmet.  Many of 
them mistakenly believe that true fulfillment is a financial merger away. 
What they really need is a heart and soul merger with Jesus Christ. 

 Solomon wrote this in Ecclesiastes 2:4-11, “I enlarge my works: I 
built houses for myself, I planted vineyards for myself; I made gardens 
and parks for myself and I planted in them all kinds of fruit trees…I 
collected for myself silver and gold and the treasure of kings and 
provinces…Then I became great and increased more than all who 
preceded me in Jerusalem…All that my eyes desired I did not refuse 
them. I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure for my heart was 
pleased because of all my labor and this was my reward…Thus I 
considered all my activities which my hands had done and the labor 
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which I had exerted, and behold all was vanity and striving after wind 
and there was no profit under the sun.” 

 In Deuteronomy 6:18, God gives us a spiritual principle to use 
as a compass for our lives.  Are our hearts pointed toward God? Or 
are they focused on selfish desires? “You shall do what is right and good 
in the sight of the Lord, that it may be well with you and that you may 
go in and possess the good land which the Lord swore to give…” 

 Moses said that the result of obedience was that, “He (God) will 
love you and bless you and multiply you.” Though this principle was 
given to Israel, it also is a command for us to heed.  When we 
declare our love for the Lord and submit our lives to Him, He will 
bless, guide, and bring a sense of sincere fulfillment to our hearts.   

 The second thing that I want you to see today is the steps to 
fulfillment.  Fulfillment is the result of the presence of God living 
within you through the power of the Holy Spirit.  All that you do in 
life should reflect His goodness and mercy. How do you reach a point 
of true fulfillment? There are three steps that I want to share with 
you today. 

 1. The first step to enter into a life of fulfillment is accepting 
Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. There is no way to experience 
true fulfillment apart from Jesus Christ. Many have tried but they are 
left feeling empty and alone.  It is a matter of loving God and allowing 
Him to love you.  All you need to feel fulfilled is Jesus Christ living 
within you.  Actually, as a Christian, you have both authority and 
position. You are God’s beloved child, an heir to His throne. There is 
no higher calling than this, and there is no greater position than the 
place you hold in His family! 

 If you have already received Jesus Christ as your personal 
Savior, then my challenge to you is this – Exchange your life and 
desires for the life of Christ and the desire that He has for you. Your 
life was designed for God. He has a plan for your life. 

 Even before we ever knew Him personally, He knew us 
intimately. His plans for us are one of hope and future, as seen in 
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Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith 
the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected 
end.” 

 When we offer ourselves to God, we exchange our thoughts, 
feelings, emotions, and desires for new ones.  Faith is the only way 
we can do this.  By faith we believe that God is who He says He is and 
that He will do exactly what He has promised us. 

 Therefore, we can reach our goals, overcome our failures, and 
enjoy success, but for a different reason. Instead of boasting about 
what we have achieved, we can enjoy what God has given 
abundantly.  Our lives become reflections of His life and love rather 
than a check sheet of human achievements. 

 If you are ever going to live a life of fulfillment, you must 
receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior. 

2. The second step to enter into a life of fulfillment is to stop 
the blame game.  All of us have played this game at some point in our 
lives. It just happens to be human nature. 

The tendency to blame other is not a new one; the very first 
man and the very first woman tried it in the Garden of Eden.  Do 
you remember what Adam said when God approached him shortly 
after his sin?  Instead of admitting what he had done, Adam gave this 
response in Genesis 3:12, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me 
the fruit, and I ate it.” Then God turned to Eve, and in verse 13, she said, 
“The serpent deceived me, that’s why I ate it” The fact is that both 
statements are true. Adam was tempted by Eve, and Eve was 
presented with a deliberately deceitful argument.  However, sin is 
never justifiable.  It does not make any difference what motivated or 
prompted it. In God’s eyes, our willful disobedience to Him is never 
acceptable.  And yet, the blame game is played every day of our lives! 

The man had worked in the accounting office for years, every 
day doing his job faithfully. He never got the promotions his 
colleagues did, in spite of how hard and how well he worked. 
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When the easy opportunity came for him to siphon some 
money away from client accounts, he took it. The company soon 
discovered his thievery and prosecuted him for the crime, but he 
sincerely felt the punishment was unjust.  After all, he had not been 
treated “fairly,” he reasoned, and it was the company’s fault that he was 
driven to such extreme measures. 

A wife who desperately needs the attention of her husband is 
not getting what she thinks she deserves.  He is always involved with 
something else, his job, his hobbies, etc, so she finds comfort in an 
understanding male co-worker. The relationship progresses into a full-
blown affair.  When confronted with the situation, the wife simply 
admits that it is the husband’s fault for not giving her the proper 
attention that she needed. 

Playing the blame game can be a consuming problem.  If a 
person persists in maintaining that someone else is to blame for his 
or her wrongdoing, this perception can radically distort one’s view 
of reality.  What makes the blame game such a spiritual threat is that it 
has become a part of the thinking of our culture at large.  

If we are going to live a life of fulfillment we must stop playing 
the blame game! 

3. The third step to enter into a life of fulfillment is to love 
those who are unlovable.  From the man who cuts us off in traffic to 
the former friend who spreads slanderous words about us, we are 
often hurt by the thoughtless or deliberate wounds of others. 

How do you typically react?  Honestly? Listen, it is not fun to be 
hurt!  The old sandbox saying of “sticks and stones may break my 
bones, but words will never hurt me” simply is not true.  Physical 
injuries heal over time for the most part, but the bruises from 
emotional conflicts do not disappear over time without specific, 
spiritual remedies. 

From a worldly perspective, it is considered normal to react in 
anger and bitterness.  The philosophy that says, “I don’t get mad, I just 
get even,” is built on the fact that there is a hidden agenda of 
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unforgiveness. That is why Jesus tells us that our behavior as 
Christians must be radically different for that of the world. 

Listen to His commandment in Luke 6:27-38, “But I say to you 
who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you…And just as you want 
people to treat you, treat them in the same way.  And if you love those 
who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them…But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will 
be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil 
men.  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful…Give, and it will be 
given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 
over, they will pour into your lap. For by your standard of measure it 
will be measured to you in return.” The content of Jesus’ message is 
abundantly clear: the believer is called to a response of unconditional 
love.  

Listen very carefully and get this, loving both the unlovely and 
the unloving is not easy. Jesus did not say that this response would 
come naturally. If it did, He would not spend so much time explaining 
these principles and the importance of following His example in your 
dealings with those around you. 

What does any of this have to do with living in fulfillment?  
Simple: Hurt turns into bitterness and an unforgiving spirit when it 
is not dealt with properly.  The idea of forgiveness is the idea of 
release. When you release someone from the debt (from the 
emotional hurt) he or she owes you, you are free to see that person 
as Christ does, and anger and bitterness no longer have the power to 
rule your decisions. 

In any conflict, you need to realize that the outcome is not in 
your hands.  No matter how hard you try, you ultimately cannot 
force someone else to listen or change. Only God can work with the 
person’s heart, as you continue to extend patience and love. 

Remember, your sin of bitterness and unforgiveness is not against 
the other person, but against God Himself, as seen in the words of David 
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in Psalm 51:4, “Against You, and You only, have I sinned, and done this 
evil in Your sight.” As you practice loving the unlovely and refusing to 
enter the retaliation game, you will develop a lifestyle of love, keeping 
in mind Christ’ limitless mercy, as seen in Ephesians 4:32,  “And be kind 
to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake has forgiven you.” When I honestly realize how much 
God has forgiven me, there is no way that I can hoard bitterness and 
unforgiveness in my heart against anyone! And, if you will be honest 
with yourself, you will realize that you also have no right to hang onto 
any form of unforgiveness toward someone who has wronged you in 
any way. 

Child of God, it is the will of God for you to live your life in 
fulfillment. The riches and blessings of God’s goodness are available 
to each of us. Everything you need today or ever will need has already 
been prepared and laid up for you.  It has already been anticipated 
and provided by the God who loves you!  Therefore, I challenge you 
to believe and receive the promises in God’s Word as your very own, 
and live in fulfillment! 

If you are not saved, why not come to Christ today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
I believe Your Word. I believe that You are ready to lavish every 

good thing freely on my life. Through Your grace I choose to love those 
who are unlovable, and I choose to forgive those against whom I hoard 
bitterness.  I refuse to allow Satan to use my past circumstances to keep 
me from living my life to the fullest any longer. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
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