
Living Life For His Glory #5 
Living As Lights 
Matthew 5:14-16 

 As we continue our series titled “Living 2017 for God’s Glory,” 
look at how Jesus described John the Baptist in John 5:35, “He was a 
burning and shining light. And you were willing for a season to rejoice 
in that light.” Today, I want to talk to you today about “Living as 
Lights.” 

 It is obvious that this world is getting darker and darker and 
darker. Twenty years ago, we would have never dreamed that we 
would have out in the open what we have out in the open today. We 
would have never dreamed that there would be such liberty to blaspheme 
the name of God and to live in licentiousness and lewdness and 
immorality as we have in this day. Surely darkness is covering the 
world.  Morals are going down. The consciences of men and women 
are being seared and our generation of children live in a darkness that we 
as older people never knew in all of our life. But the idea of the world 
getting darker is not new news.  The Bible says the darker the world 
gets, the greater the opportunity for the children of God to shine. 
Therefore, we are going to talk about living as lights. 

 In fact, 2,000 plus years ago, Jesus warned us that in this world 
we would have trouble. Sure enough, He was right.  Trouble is here, 
and more in on the way. 

 Everyone knows it, saints and sinners alike. All you have to do 
is look around, turn on the television, or look on Facebook, and you 
can see the natural answers are just not enough for the problems we 
are facing. The world is looking to politicians, scientists, doctors and 
psychologists for a remedy. But the fact is, we have exhausted all of 
the man-made solutions. 

 We are entering the day when even those who once scoffed at 
the Gospel will soon realize that the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the only source of light in this sin darkened world.  We are entering 
the day when the Spirit of God is saying to His people the same message 
recorded in Isaiah 60:1-3, “Arise! Let your light shine for all to see. For 
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the glory of the Lord rises to shine on you. Darkness as black as night 
covers all the nations of the earth, but the glory of the Lord rises and 
appears over you. All nations will come to your light; mighty kings will 
come to see your radiance.” 

The problem is, many believers are not hearing His voice. They 
are not seeing His glory in their lives. Instead of arising in the power 
of God, their hearts are burdened down and troubled by the pressures of 
the world. They are wringing their hands and crying, “Oh my God, what 
are we going to do?”  

It was to times like these that Jesus said in John 14:27, “Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”  You see, it is exactly 
times like these that Jesus had in his mind when He spoke these 
words. He was about to be crucified by wicked men.  His disciples 
were about to see everything they had believed in and hoped for appear 
to crumble right before their eyes. They had invested their whole lives 
in the ministry of Jesus and they were about to see Him killed like a 
common criminal. Naturally speaking, their entire world was about 
to come to an end.


 You want to talk about pressure and trouble? There has never 
been a darker time than that.  And yet, Jesus looked those men 
straight in the eyes and said, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God, and trust also in me.” (John14:1) He wasn’t just giving them an 
emotional pat on the back when He said it, either. He was giving 
them a command so important that He repeated it just a few minutes 
later by saying, “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not 
give peace to you as the world gives. (Therefore) do not let your hearts 
be troubled or afraid.” 

I am absolutely convinced that if we as Christians could ever 
understand how fear works, we could see why Jesus warned us so 
sternly against it.  

 Fear is perverted faith. Just as faith is confidence in God’s 
ability to protect you, fear is confidence in Satan’s ability to hurt 
you. And in the same way faith opens the door for God to bring 
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blessings into your life, fear opens the door the devil to bring 
destruction. 

 If you refuse fear, you can go through trouble without that 
trouble getting inside you. You can go through it in peace and come 
out on the other side in victory. 

 But understand this: When Jesus said, “Don’t let your heart be 
troubled,” He was not telling you to stick your head in the sand and 
pretend like the trouble is not there. He was not telling you to ignore 
the events around you.  Look at what He said, “Don’t your heart be 
troubled: trust in God, trust also in me.” 

 The secret to maintaining an untroubled heart in the midst of 
troubled times and darkened days is to trust Jesus!  It is to put more 
faith in what He said than in what the devil says. 

 Exactly what did Jesus say? He said this in Luke 4:18, “The 
Spirit of the Lord is on Me. He has put His hand on Me to preach the 
Good News to poor people. He has sent Me to heal those with a sad 
heart. He has sent Me to tell those who are being held that they can go 
free. He has sent Me to make the blind to see and to free those who are 
held because of trouble.”  

Jesus is the Christ.  The Greek word for “Christ” means “the 
Anointed One.” And Isaiah 10:27 tells us that the yoke of the devil is 
destroyed by the anointing. Listen, we do not have to run scared when 
the devil comes against us, or against our loved ones, or even against 
our nation. We can put him to flight with the blood of the Lamb, the 
Word of our testimony, and the yoke-destroying anointing of Jesus 
Christ Himself! 

 That is what Jesus expects us to do! He has already taken care 
of every kind of trouble that could ever come to the human family 
when He was put on the Cross, raised from the dead, and glorified 
at the right hand of the Father. Listen to what we have been told in 
Colossians 2:14-15, “He canceled the record of the charges against us 
and took it away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, he disarmed the 
spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory 
over them on the cross.” Ladies and gentlemen, the Bible is saying 
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that Jesus spoiled the principalities and powers of darkness. He 
triumphed over them and made an open show of them. He stripped 
the devil of every last vestige of power. 
 The obvious question is this, “If that is the case, why is God letting 
the devil wreak so much havoc on the earth today?” The answer is 
simple – God isn’t.  We are! 

 Jesus has done His part. He has taken back the devil’s 
authority over the earth and He has given it to us. In Matthew 16:18 
Jesus made this statement, “…upon this rock I will build my church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Just before He ascended to 
heaven He said this in Matthew 28:18-19, “All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth, Go therefore…” Jesus delegated His power and 
authority to us - His Church, and Hebrews 10:12-13 says, “But our High 
Priest offered himself to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all 
time. Then he sat down in the place of honor at God’s right hand. There 
he waits until his enemies are humbled and made a footstool under his 
feet.” 

 Jesus does not expect us to cower and whimper under the 
attacks of the devil.  He expects us to take authority over the devil 
and overcome him. He expects us to stand up in the midst of the storms 
of life and dominate those storms with faith-filled words. He expects us 
to look sickness and lack and terror in the face and say, “You get under 
my feet, in the Name of Jesus.” 

 Listen, I am not saying it is easy to exercise that kind of 
overcoming faith in times like these. Because it is not! The devil will 
bring all kinds of pressure against you.  He will do everything he can to 
discourage you and wear you out because he knows that if you 
succeed he will lose he will lose control not only of you, but also of 
those in your sphere of influence. 

Some people seem to have the idea that if you live by faith, you 
can float through life with no problems at all.  You can forget that 
kind of stuff. It will never happen this side of the rapture. 
  
 Just look at Jesus. If anyone should have been able to float 
through life, it was Him. He had perfect faith. But He never had an 
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easy day of ministry. He had the toughest time of any man who ever 
walked on earth. He was persecuted, criticized and plotted against. 
What’s more, He was tempted with every sin mankind has ever 
known. Yet He resisted it all! 
 If you think that is easy, think again.  There is nothing tougher 
than feeling the pressure of sin, sickness, lack or grief, and yet 
refusing to let it dominate your life.  There is nothing tougher than 
standing up at those times and saying, “No! I will not receive this 
sickness on my body. I will not yield to this circumstance! I have been 
set free from the curse by the blood of Jesus, and I will live free by faith 
in Him!”  

 If you want to see just how much pressure such a stand of faith 
can bring, look at Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane before He 
went to the cross. The pressure of the temptation He faced there put 
such a strain on His physical body that drops of blood poured 
through His skin like perspiration. But even then, sin could not 
conquer Him. 

 Child of God, we have that same peace that took Him all the 
way through the Resurrection! 

What does that have to do with us today? The Bible is simply 
saying – in spite of what the enemy might bring against us we are to 
still let our lights shine in this darkened world. We are still His 
witnesses.   

 The world has no hope except through Jesus Christ.  And the 
Bible says that God has placed the responsibility and privilege of 
sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the hands of Christians.  
Whether you are a Baptist, Methodist, or Presbyterian, or whatever, God 
has called you to let your light shine for His glory.  And my urging 
today is do not be ashamed of Jesus.  Do not be ashamed of your 
witness.  Do not be ashamed to talk about Jesus.   

Child of God, the only light this world will ever see is you. You 
need to open your mouth. You need to talk about Jesus. You need to 
share with them what He has done for you. 
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If you are not saved, why not come to Jesus today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father,    
I believe and confess that You have placed me in this sin-darkened 

world to be a light for You.  Help me to have the courage to take my 
light out from under some basket and allow it to light up the world 
around me.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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