
Living Life For His Glory #4 
Living in Faith 
Hebrews 12:1-3 

 As we continue our series concerning “Living 2017 for God’s 
Glory,” I want to talk to you today about “Living in Faith.” I want to 
help you use your faith to change your world. You know of course, 
when I talk about your world, I am not talking about the whole cosmos, 
the whole earth.  I am talking about the world you live in.  All of us 
have our own world.  Around us we have our own victories, our own 
joy, our own sadness, our own problems.  And your little world that 
you live in can be changed if you have the right kind of faith! 

 So, today, we are talking about living the Christian life in faith. 
If you do not like your world, if you need something else, you can 
change your world.  God has given you the ability to do it. Hebrews 
11:6 says, “Without faith it is impossible to please God.” You have got 
to have faith to change your world. Without faith it is impossible to 
please God. 

 And then in Galatians 6:10 the Bible calls us the “household of 
faith.”  We are “the household of faith.” Romans 8:16-17 says, “The 
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
and if children, then heirs - heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.” And 
the one mark this “household” has is that they are men and women 
of faith.  You cannot be saved apart from faith.  You cannot be 
effectively used in the Kingdom of God without faith. You see, we are 
the household of faith. 

 In Acts 16:5 the Bible says, “And so were the churches established 
in faith.”  They were not just established in other things, they were 
established in faith. Now, you need to understand that when the 
Bible speaks of “churches” it is speaking of “people.”  You see, 
church buildings do not need faith.  The church is not the building; the 
church is the people inside the building.  The church is you!  The 
Bible says, “And so were the churches (the people) established in faith.” 
And that is what we do here at Mountain Grove Church, we seek to 
establish you in faith so no storm can ever blow you away.  It is my 
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desire to plant your roots down deep in the Word of God.  It is my 
desire to make sure that you have a foundation in faith. 

 One of the great features about this building is the foundation. 
The builders had to dig massive holes and fill them with concrete 
and steel as they prepared the pouring of the foundation of this 
building. 

 And that is what I am talking about right here. If you do not 
have a good foundation, you can never be much for God. What I am 
trying to do in this series of messages is to build a foundation in my life 
and in this church so that there will be no limit as to what we can do for 
God in the months that are ahead of us! 
  
 It is my desire that you have enough faith to impress God. 
Have you ever thought about the fact that you have the ability to 
impress God?  Well, it is true. 

 In Matthew 8, a centurion, a commanding officer of the Roman 
army, came to Jesus on behalf of his servant who was sick and 
tormented. When Jesus offered to go to the centurion’s home and heal 
his servant, the officer said in verse 8, “Lord, I am not worthy that You 
should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will 
be healed.” 

 Now here was a man who understood the power of words. He 
was, after all, an army officer. When he spoke, everyone listened – and 
then they did what he said.  In this case, so did Jesus. 

Why was Jesus so quick to respond? Because the man’s words 
were full of faith.  In fact, when Jesus heard the centurion’s reply, He 
was astonished, and said in verse 10, “I tell you, truly I have not found 
so much faith as this with any one, even in Israel.” 
  
 The faith that so impressed Jesus was the centurion’s 
willingness to believe without requiring a spectacular sign or wonder 
from heaven. All he needed in order to believe that Jesus could heal 
his servant was the Word. “Speak the word only,” he said. And within 
the hour his servant was healed. 
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 That same faith and greater, the kind of faith that impresses 
God, is available to every one of us through God’s Word. The Bible 
tells us in Psalm 107:20 that God sent His Word to heal us and to 
deliver us.  The Bible tells us in John 1:1-4 that the “Word” became 
flesh, in the person of Jesus, and lived among us and in Him is life and 
that life is our light. The Bible also tells us in the book of Hebrews 
that Jesus is the author and the developer of our faith! You see, He is 
not only the basis of our faith; He is also the One who is watching 
over us to develop our faith. 

 In 2 Peter 1:15-19 Peter gives us this tremendous insight; 
“Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of 
these things after my decease. For we did not follow cunningly devised 
fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For He received 
from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him 
from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” And we heard this voice, which came from heaven when we 
were with Him on the holy mountain. And so we have the prophetic 
word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a 
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts.” It is obvious that Peter had seen his share of signs and 
wonders. The greatest, perhaps, was when he accompanied Jesus, 
along with James and John, to a mountain where they actually 
heard the audible voice of God, and watched as Jesus spoke face to 
face with Moses and Elijah. 

 The Bible tells us in Matthew 17:4 that Peter was so impressed 
that he offered to build tents for everyone and camp there for a 
while. But in spite of all the glorious manifestations of God that he had 
seen and heard, Peter later had this to say in 2 Peter 1:19, “And so we 
have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light 
that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts.” 

Now there is no denying that physical manifestations of God’s 
presence and power can be spectacular to our natural senses. But 
remember this: all miracles are an act of God’s will, not ours. 
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Therefore, if you don’t see your miracle immediately, the Bible is clear, 
“Just shall live by faith.” 

In order for us to “live by faith,” God has provided us with a 
book filled with living promises. He sent His Word. He gave us a 
book overflowing with life.  He gave us a book overflowing with 
Himself. 

The truth of the matter is this – God grows our faith through His 
Word, as seen in Romans 10:17, “So, then, faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.”  Now, listen very carefully and get this – 
faith growth is not always fast and glamorous. In Psalm 37:4 the 
Hebrew reads like this, “Do not be impatient for God to act.  Keep 
traveling steadily along His path.” God is looking for people who are 
steady in the commitment to Him! God is looking for people who can 
be counted on to be in their place of service. God is looking for people 
who are willing to go forward even when the glit and glamour have 
faded away. 

 We have all heard the story of the tumbling down of the walls 
of Jericho. But I want to tell you that before the victory came the 
commitment. It was hard traveling around the walls of Jericho; not the 
first day, that was exciting.  But the second day, third day, the fourth 
day, and the fifth day; that got old. I am telling you, eating dust and 
saying nothing; that got old.  They just kept on marching when nothing 
great was happening! And it is during those times that people begin to 
get frustrated and start questioning God. It is during those times 
that people become impatient and begin complaining about the 
conditions.  

You see, everybody wanted to be there on the seventh day when 
the walls fell, but they did not want to have to go through all of the 
other stuff.  I have found that everybody wants to run over to where 
the miracles are and where the walls are falling. But very few people 
are willing to stay in a church to make them fall.   

Now, listen to the rest of God’s promise in Psalm 37:4, “Do not be 
impatient for God to act. Keep traveling steadily along His path. And in 
due season, He will honor you with every blessing!”  You see, that is 
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what God really wants to do in my life and in yours.  He wants to 
honor you with every blessing! 

 Now, look with me once more at Hebrews 12:1-2, “Therefore we 
also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.”  You know that Jesus is the Author and 
the Developer of our faith!  I want to give you some biblical tips that 
will help you develop the kind of faith that will change your world. 

 1. Look at the faith of others.  Hebrews 12:1 says, “Therefore 
we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses.” He 
is talking about Hebrews 11: all those heroes of faith.  He is saying 
this; “Others have lived in their generation by faith and if they did, so 
can you!” 

 There is Abel, who by faith offered a more excellent sacrifice.  I 
want to be like Abel and offer a more excellent sacrifice to God. I 
don’t want to give my best to the world and give God my “left-overs.” 

 There is Noah who by faith built an ark to the saving of his 
house.  Well, if his faith and obedience led to the saving of his 
household, we can save our household.  In the name of Jesus I claim 
my family for God! 

 There is Abraham who by faith obeyed God and went out not 
knowing where he went. The Bible says that God blessed him 
beyond measure. In the name of Jesus I believe and confess that God is 
right now meeting my needs according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus! 

 And by faith Moses lived for God in the midst of his generation 
in Egypt. He refused to be identified with Egypt. He chose to stand 
against what was “politically correct” for the glory of God.   

  
Page �5



The Bible is simply saying if others can live by faith so can we! 

2. Lay aside every “weight.” Now he is not talking about sin 
right here.  He is talking about anything that hinders your walk with 
God. Job, relationships, hobbies, etc. 

3. Lay aside “the sin which so easily ensnares us.” Child of 
God, there are some things that Satan continues to use to trip us up 
in our walk with God.  

4. Last, “let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us.” 

Spiritually, this word “endurance” simply means, “Put your 
spiritual roots down where you can grow in your faith.” Stop making 
excuses and Get involved in the ministry that God has called you to 
do! 

Listen, you are never going to develop the kind of faith that 
will change your world until you are willing to get involved in the 
game. Too many of you are too willing just to be visitors and 
attenders, when God is calling you to become a part of this ministry! 

Child of God, what I am telling you today is not hard, you can 
do it! So go ahead – dream big. Confess great things. And develop 
that kind of faith that will change your world!  

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
In the name of Jesus I believe and confess that Your Word is true 

and without error. Therefore, today I receive every promise in Your 
Word as my very own. I am asking You to help me to develop the kind 
of faith that will bring You glory in 1017. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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