
Kingdom Living #3
The King’s Pasture

John 10:7-18

We are continuing in our series that I have entitled “Kingdom Living,” 
and I want to speak to you today about the King’s Pasture. Jesus said in verse 9 
of our text, “I am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall 
go in and out, and find pasture.” This is the third is a series of messages entitled 
Kingdom Living. There is a pasture in the kingdom of God that I shall like for us 
to become more acquainted with. And I believe that the evidences that we are 
seeing today in the body of Christ, that may be expressions of worship, and 
what we may call signs or even “strange things,” may be God trying to break 
through and press us into understanding the kingdom of God.

Now you listen to me very carefully today, because I want to make sure 
you understand what I am saying. Please listen with your spirit and not with 
your flesh! I have a great respect for those who have the anointing of God on their 
lives; and for those who pray for the sick; and those who are moved by the power 
of God to such degree that they can no longer maintain their equilibrium. And I 
am certainly not opposed to that, and I am overjoyed at the joy that is coming 
into the body of Christ, sometimes expressed in laughter.

But, I believe all of these are pointing to something that, maybe, we have 
not seen as being so significant. And that is, What is God really trying to say 
to us? Where is God leading us? Is there a place of green pastures that has all of 
these ingredients and much more that, maybe somehow, we have not been able 
to see in the forest because of the trees?

What I want to show you today is the over-all plan of God, that He has 
shown me, that has to do with His provisions for those who are involved in 
kingdom living. That is, living under the rule of God in their every day living.  
Or should I say, “Living the normal Christian life”?

Jesus said in verse 9 of our text, “I am the door…” And then in verse 11 He 
says, “I am the good shepherd...” In other words, Jesus is the Entrance and the 
Provider for the sheep. And in verse 14 He says, “I am the good shepherd, and 
know my sheep, and am known of mine.” The shepherd represents headship. 
The Shepherd is there to protect. The Shepherd knows you. He sees your limp. 
He hears your heavy breath. He knows when you are distressed. It is the 
Shepherd who invites us in and directs us to green pastures.

Last week we looked at Matthew 6:33 where Jesus said, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all of these things shall be added 
to you.” Now listen, if the Shepherd is the Door and the Provider, whom do we 
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need to be following to the pasture? The Shepherd!

Psalm 23 tells us, “The Lord is my shepherd;...he leadeth me...” Ladies and 
gentlemen, God intended for sheep to follow the Shepherd. Why? Because they 
can trust Him!

If it is the responsibility of the Shepherd to guide, provide and protect 
the sheep, then what is the responsibility of the sheep?

1. The first responsibility of the sheep is to hear the Shepherd. In John 
10:27 Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and they follow me.”

Because of our high profile society, too many folks go to church to be 
entertained, instead of hearing from the Shepherd. They do not come to hear 
the Word of God that is “quick and powerful, and sharper than a two-edged 
sword,” and cuts deep down inside, and frees you from your sin, and frees you 
from the tempter, and gives you power to live in victory.

I am telling you folks, the hour is coming when God will raise up such 
anointed ministers that when you walk into a service, and the Word of God is 
spoken, it will cause you to fall on your face and say, “My God, I must repent of 
my sins.” Sheep must come to hear: not come to tell; not come to run; not come 
to boss. Sheep must come to hear!

2. The next responsibility of the sheep is not to foul up the pasture so 
others cannot eat. The writer of Ezekiel compares the people of God to sheep. 
And in Ezekiel 34:17-21 he says, “And as for you, 0 my flock, thus saith the Lord 
God: Behold, I judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams and the he-goats. 
Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, but you must 
tread down with your feet the residue of your pastures? And to have drunk of the 
deep waters, but you must foul the residue with your feet? And as for my flock, 
they eat that which you have trampled with your feet, and they drink that which 
you have fouled with your feet. Therefore, thus saith the Lord God unto them: 
Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat cattle and the lean cattle. Because you 
have thrust with side and with shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with your 
horns, till you have scattered them abroad.”

Some folks come to church with such an attitude of gossip, and filled 
with so much anger and bitterness that they can’t get along with anybody, and 
all they do is trample down the grass to the point where the other sheep can’t 
get any spiritual nourishment.

Notice that God says in verse 18, “After you have finished drinking you foul 
up the waters for the others.” There are those folks who get a little truth and 
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they get so full of spiritual pride that they trample around in it to the place 
that nobody else can drink. They pollute truth with their spiritual pride!

And because of your spiritual pride, you want to tell everybody else 
what they ought to believe! Listen, God did not call sheep to tell other sheep 
what the Shepherd said, the Shepherd is still able to speak for Himself!

God also says in verse 20 that He will judge between the fat sheep and 
the lean sheep. God says, “You fatted folks who come and eat, and run off and 
think you have it all together, just messed up the waters.”

And in verse 21 He gives us the result. He says, “We are driving people 
away with our attitudes.” There are those people in church that develop an attitude 
of ownership that says, “This is my seat, this is my song, this is my word, this is 
my class.” Who gave you the right to push people around? This is not your 
church! The church does not belong to your family, or to some little group of 
people. This is God’s church and in God’s church there are no big “I”s and 
little “you”s.

In John 10:9 Jesus said, “I am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out to find pasture.” Therefore, what can we expect 
to find in the King’s pasture? In the King’s pasture are the benefits of the 
kingdom of God!

To see this look at Psalm 23, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He 
maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters. He 
restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou anointest my head with oil; my 
cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

First of all, in the King’s pasture, there is no lack. “The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want.” I mean, what more can you add to that? Philippians 
4:19 says, “My God shall supply all your needs according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.” Do you know what David said in Psalm 37:25? He said, “I have 
been young, and now I am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his 
seed begging bread.” When you live under the rule of God - there is no lack.

Next, there is peace in the King’s pasture. “He makes me to lie down in 
green pasture; he leads me beside still waters.” “Still waters” means calmness and 
peace. “Still waters” means there is no contrary wind taking place. Brother, when 
the “good Shepherd” is in control of your life there is a “peace that passes 
understanding” and you can rest in the Master!
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Next, there is restoration in the King’s pasture. The Bible says, “he 
restoreth my soul.” God is in the restoration business! Listen to what we have 
been told in Joel 2:21-25, “The Lord will do great things... (He) will restore to you 
the years that the locust hath eaten.” In the King’s pasture there is restoration.

I want to tell you that God is God and He will restore that which Satan 
has stolen from you! You say, “He took away my health.” God will restore! “He 
took away my relationships.” God will restore! “He took away my wife, or 
husband.” Oh, honey, God has got somebody ten thousand times better than 
the one that walked away, if you will just stay true to God! There is 
restoration in the King’s pasture.

Next, there is no fear in the King’s pasture. “I will fear no evil.” Psalm 
27:1 says, “The Lord in my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is 
the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” Fear produces physical 
weakness and emotional confusion. Fear will upset the nervous system. Too 
many of God’s children are in bondage to the “spirit of fear.”

Next, the constant presence of God is in the King’s pasture. “For thou art 
with me.” I cannot tell you how important it is for us to realize the abiding 
presence of the Lord in our lives! I have walked in some dark places, and in some 
deep valleys, but when I know His presence is there, and when I can feel His arms 
round about me, I know the Good Shepherd is there! And that makes all the 
difference in the world. Why? Because God makes us a majority!

Next, there is provision in the King’s pasture. “He prepares a table before 
me in the presence of mine enemies.” Listen, God does not make a little “picnic” 
in the back room somewhere! No! God lets the whole world know that He is 
on our side!

Listen to what I am telling you today - You follow God and blessings will 
follow you! Glory to God! Thank you Jesus!

Next, there is an anointing in the King’s pasture. “Thou anointest my 
head with oil.”

Let me tell you one of the problems with God’s anointing on our lives. 
When I first realized the truth concerning the presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit in my own life, I suddenly thought everybody else around me was 
carnal Christians.
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What happened to me was, I developed a false sense of spirituality! 
Now, false spirituality is always built entirely on feelings, moods, impressions, 
and imaginations. These are all sense and/or experience oriented. And a false 
spirituality always says, “Now that I’m spiritual where can I find someone who is 
as spiritual as I am to fellowship with. My church is not spiritual enough for me. 
My minister cannot help me because I am more spiritual than he is. God bless all 
those poor, unspiritual people.” Therefore, false spirituality has a tendency to be 
impatient, that is, trying to get ahead of God.

And as a result, false spirituality always develops a spiritual pride that 
is destructive! But, a biblical anointing always leads us to Jesus and away 
from ourselves!

And, I must confess to you today, when I really understood God’s anointing 
on my life, my attitude went from “Wow is me” to “Woe is me,” for I realize just 
how far from God I really was!

        Last of all, there is service in the King’s pasture. “Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.” Child of God, when you are willing to live under the rule of God 
for your life, you will make yourself available to God for His service - to be 
used for His glory!

All of these are in the King’s pasture. All of these are the benefits of the 
kingdom of God!

If you are not saved, why not today?

Everybody please stand for prayer.

Father,
Thank You for Your Word.  Thank You for the provisions that You have 

made for my life.  Give me the courage to live my life in such a way that others 
may see my peace, may sense my excitement, and may realize my commitment to 
Kingdom living.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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