
Jonah #6
Resenting The Move Of God

Jonah 4:1-11

 When Oliver Cromwell sat for the official portrait that would portray his 
appearance to future generations, he was said to have instructed the artist to paint 
him just as he saw him.  He wanted no flattery to be involved in the portrait.  In 
Cromwell’s words, he instructed the artist to paint him “warts and all.”  Since that 
day the phrase “warts and all” has been used around the world, expressing the 
desire to give a true representation, to show all the defects as well as all the good 
points.

 If I had had the privilege of being the one who brought God’s message to 
Nineveh and had seen the results that Jonah saw, I believe that I would have 
written to my hometown, and I would have called the news media.  I would want 
to tell people had happened and cause them to praise and thank God for what had 
been accomplished.  I would rejoice in it, and invited people to come and be a part 
of what God was doing in Nineveh.  But Jonah’s reaction is something that 
seems unbelievable, he concludes the book  that bears his name by showing us 
a picture of himself “warts and all.”  Why would Jonah do such a thing?  I 
believe he did so in order that we might see ourselves in this last chapter.

 Jonah’s “wart” was a spirit of resentment.  He could not stand the fact 
that the Nivevites had received the blessing of God.  Also, his own pride had been 
crushed, in that he had proclaimed, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 
overturned,” but God spared Nineveh.  So Jonah went outside the city, sat down 
filled with bitterness, and wished he were dead.

 You would think that after he had obeyed the Word of God, had gone to 
Nineveh as God had commanded, and had seen the glory he saw, he would be 
rejoicing.  But no, he sat alone in wallowing in anger.  None of us is immune to 
this plague of resentment that ate at Jonah.   It sometimes comes to us too, and 
often it comes right after some victory - a time when we are so prone to defeat.  
We are tempted to let yesterday’s victories suffice for today’s commitment.  
We find ourselves sitting with our chins cupped in our hands, wallowing is self-
pity.

 Jonah had lost his sense of perspective.  He resented that God forgave and 
blessed someone else.  He began complaining about little things.  He was 
occupied with self.  Listen to Jonah in verse 3, “Now, O Lord, take away my life, 
for it is better for me to die than to live.”  Listen to the personal pronouns.

 When we lose our concern for others and focus only on ourselves we fall 
into the trap of resentment.  Jonah’s sin of resentment is revealed to us that we 
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might see ourselves.  Today we will see not only the destructive results of 
resentment, but the divine response to it.

 Now listen carefully, in this sovereign work of God which we call 
revival, we must remember that we cannot orchestrate it, nor can we duplicate 
it, nor can we manipulate it.  Revival is a genuine move of the Holy Spirit.  We 
cannot control Him, but we can grieve Him and quench Him.  One of the 
primary ways the Spirit of God is grieved and quenched in revival is by the sin of 
resentment.

 Therefore, look with me at the destructive results of resentment.

 Verse 1 tells us, “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very 
angry.”  This great move of God did not simply displease Jonah a little bit; it 
displeased him “exceedingly.”  He was not angry just a little bit; he was “very” 
angry.  What is this man so angry about?  He is angry because the city of 
Nineveh turned to God - he did not like that.  Now listen, Jonah did not like the 
people of Nineveh, therefore he resented God doing a great work there!!

 Folks, the truth of the matter is, we really do not want God to bless those 
folks that we do not like!!  

 The first destructive result of resentment is that it destroys our peace.  
You would think that Jonah would have offered up a sacrifice of praise for the 
mighty out-pouring of revival in Nineveh.  But the Bible tells us that Jonah was 
“exceedingly displeased” and “very angry.”  The Hebrews word translated “angry” 
means “to burn.”  Jonah was burning with anger!  He was fuming.  One of the 
first things that happens is that resentment destroys our peace and happiness.  
A grumpy Christian is not a good commendation for the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus came to give us life and to give it to us more abundantly.  The 
evidence that one is really filled with the Spirit of God, and is abiding in revival, is 
“love, joy, and peace.”

 Jonah began to pray.  It is quite an interesting prayer.  It begins with the 
phrase “I knew.”  What a contrast that is to the apostle who said in 2 Timothy 
1:12 “I know.”  “I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and am 
persuaded, that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against 
that day.”  And then, in Romans 8:28 he says, “And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose.”  Jonah’s problem is a simple one - he was living in the past!!  
While Jonah was living on past victories, Paul was living with a present 
confidence!!
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 Let me ask you this simple question:  Are you excited about what God is 
doing today, or do you feel a resentment because you are still living in yesterday’s 
victories??
 Next, resentment diverts our purpose.  Jonah was saying, “If I can’t get 
my way, I don’t want to live.”  He was down in the dumps.  He was wallowing in 
self-pity.  His pride was hurt because he felt that his ministry had been discredited.  
Now his resentment was diverting his purpose!  He wanted to die.  He was so 
self-centered that twice in this chapter he said, “I wish I were dead.”  His 
purpose, his ministry, his greatness had been diverted because of his resentment!!  

 Do you know why Jonah was so filled with resentment?  Look at verse 3 
once more, “Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life from me; for it is 
better for me to die than to live.”  Listen carefully here - Jonah’s self-
centeredness was causing him to make decisions on a what’s-best-for-me basis.  

 Ladies and gentlemen, please allow me to say it once more: When we got 
our eyes off God and on ourselves, we always miss reality a mile!!!  And when 
that happens we are diverted from our purpose and useless in our ministry.

 Next, resentment diminishes our productiveness.  Twice in Jonah 4:5, the 
Bible tells us that Jonah “sat down.”  Once he was taking the message of God 
through the streets of Nineveh, obeying the Word of God and preaching God’s 
message.  He was so productive that a whole city came to God through his 
preaching.  Now we see him merely sitting, half hoping Nineveh will fall so he 
can say, “I told you so.”

 How depressing these few words are: “He went out of the city.”  If ever 
there was a time when Jonah needed to be in Nineveh, it was during the days 
following the revival.  Thousands had repented and were in need of guidance and 
teaching.  Instead, they were left like sheep without a shepherd.

 I have often wondered how many Christians, how many preachers, how 
many teachers, have walked away from their places of service because of self-
centeredness.  Thinking they were not appreciated.  Thinking only about 
themselves, instead of those precious souls that God had given them to minister to.  
And now they are lost to productiveness, content just to “sit down.”

 Next, resentment distorts our perspective.  The greatest revival in 
recorded history has just taken place, and Jonah is setting outside the city 
complaining about a gourd vine!!  He had lost sight to the thousands of souls who 
had just repented of sin.  His anger had caused him to lose his perspective on his 
life and ministry!!
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 I need for you to see the setting here:  Jonah was not at all happy when 
thousands were saved, but he was “very happy about the vine.”  People filled 
resentment loses their sense of proportion and will end up “nit-picking” over little 
things. 

 We sometimes see it in families or businesses, and, regrettably, even in 
churches.  Some churches with multimillion-dollar budgets have people fussing 
and fighting over where the piano is going to sit.  We are ready to quit church 
because of the color of the Nursery.  When we are angry and out of the will of 
God, our perspectives are always distorted.

 When we are self-centered we will always look out for our own little 
program instead of looking ahead for what is best for the kingdom of 
God. Jonah did not really care about the people of Nineveh.  He was so obsessed 
with his own little vine: doing his own thing, that the spiritual condition of those 
new converts in Nineveh did not really matter to him!!  What really mattered was 
HIS ministry.  His desires.  His direction.

 Some of us wonder why we used to be so happy in the Lord Jesus and 
now we are angry.  Some of us feel God has left us.  Could it be that we have 
starting to delight more in the vine that in the Lord Jesus?  Could it be that 
God has sent a worm to show us that it is not the temporal but the eternal that is 
really important?

 Perhaps some of us find ourselves sitting beside Jonah on the hill 
overlooking our own Nineveh.  Our vine is gone.  That thing on which we 
centered our entire lives is gone.  It might have been a preacher.  It might have 
been a job.  It might have been a class.  It might have been a teacher.  It might have 
been a family member.  It might have been one of a thousand things, but 
whatever receives more of your attention that God does is your vine!!  And, 
child of God, God has a way of sending a worm to take your “vine” out of your 
life!!

 But we can all learn a lesson from Jonah:  All is not lost!  God is alive 
and He responds to our resentment and self-centeredness with His love and grace 
just as He did in Jonah’s case.

 What was God’s response to Jonah’s self-centeredness and resentment?

 First of all, God responded with patience.  After Jonah acted like he did, 
telling God that he wished he was dead, God patiently responded with a question in 
verse 4, “Have you any right to be angry?”  Instead of taking Jonah’s life as 
Jonah asked Him to do, God responded with loving patience and began the 
work of restoration!! 
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 I am so thankful that God has been patient with me.  It is wonderful to 
know that God still uses men and women who are frail and have failed.  Ladies 
and gentlemen, there is a little Jonah is all of us.  All of us have said things and 
done things that surely must have broken the heart of God, and I am so glad that 
He responded to us with loving patience!!

 God not only responds to our self-centeredness and resentment with 
patience but also with pardon.   At the end of this chapter, God patiently revealed 
to Jonah His amazing grace of salvation and forgiveness.

 God simply reminded Jonah that since He was good to him when he did 
not deserve it, why should He not be good to others who do not deserve it?   
That is exactly what we have been told in Ephesians 4:30-32, “And grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, by whom ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.  Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from 
you, with all malice; And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God, for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven you.”

 Ladies and gentlemen, if we must look at ourselves, then for goodness 
sake look at what God has done for you, and start serving Him out of a heart 
of rejoicing and praise!!

 If you are not saved, why not today?

 

5


