
Jonah #5
One Person Can Make A Difference

Jonah 3:1-10

 History is filled with stories of what one solitary person can do to change his 
or her world.  Ask Moses what one person can do; after hearing God speak from a 
burning bush, he went back to Egypt and became the emancipator of his people.  
Ask Nehemiah what one man can do; after having heard the report of the broken-
down walls of Jerusalem, he left his civil service job and went back to lead the 
rebuilding of the broken walls.  What can one man do?  Ask William Wilberforce 
of Great Britain; who virtually single-handedly brought an end to slavery in that 
nation a century ago.

 What can one person do?  Look at Jonah.  Remember, he had previously 
failed, and no doubt some people were saying that God could never use him again.  
But one of the greatest revivals in history came to the city of Nineveh, and it all 
began with Jonah, with one man who repented and got right with God.

 The truth is, you are important.  You could be the key to revival in your 
home, in this church, in our city.  Some people may look around the office in 
which they work, seeing all the others who live such ungodly lives, and 
wonder what could they ever do in such an environment.  What can one man or 
woman do in such a setting?  Young people at school, overwhelmed when 
everyone else is going the way of the world, ask themselves that same question, 
“What can one person do?”

 Let’s look at Jonah and continue using him as our example as we will 
see what one man can do.  We begin by seeing that we cannot change the world 
until we change our own ways.

 Look at verses 1-4, “Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second 
time.  Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.  
Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh.  Now Nineveh was a very 
important city - a visit required three days.  On the first day, Jonah started into the 
city.  He proclaimed: Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.”

 Some of us have forgotten that we have the ability to change our ways.  The 
question is:  How can we change our ways in life?

 First, we can seize our opportunities.  Jonah seized the opportunity of a 
second chance.  It is one thing to be delivered and washed up on shore.  However, 
merely being ejected from the whale will not solve all our problems.  It is another 
thing to have a second chance and do something about it.  God does not just 
deliver us; He gives us a second chance!  How regrettable it is that some persons 
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never correct their ways because they do not seize the opportunity of the 
second chance.

 The Bible does not tell us, but I am sure that between chapters 2 and 3 
of the book of Jonah, the main character lived in a state of wondering if God 
would ever use him again.  Certainly God was under no obligation to do so.  
Trying to put myself in Jonah’s place, I suppose nothing would be more painful 
than the feeling of uselessness, the fear, that God had put me on a shelf, that 
haunting gnawing that because of a previous mistake God would never use me 
again.  What a feeling of frustration and failure I would have.  But listen to the 
word of God: “The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time.”  What a 
comfort it is to realize that the best of God’s servants have made foolish 
mistakes, but were used again.  God is not through with me yet, and he is not 
through with you yet.

 The Bible is the continuous record of God coming the second time with 
another opportunity, and of men and women seizing that opportunity.  In the 
garden of Eden, God said, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you 
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of 
it, you will surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17).  As we all know, Adam and Eve ate of 
the forbidden tree.  They fell.  And what did God do?  He came a second time in 
the cool of the day to mend the broken relationship!

 God always comes a second time!!  What if the first time you heard the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and His love for you was also the last time?  The chances are 
that few of us would have come to know Him in the free pardoning of sin.  Many 
of us are in the family of God today because the Word of the Lord came to us 
a second time, or a third, or a fourth, or a tenth time.  Perhaps you are here 
today and you have gone your own way in life.  Like Jonah you have disobeyed 
God and gotten out of His will.  Let me assure you that our God is the God of 
the second chance, but it is not enough that He provides the second chance.  
We must seize the opportunity when it is presented.

 Satan will try to remind you, “You have missed God’s best for your life, 
so why try?”  Listen to me very carefully today, before you take off on a guilt trip 
like that, we need to remember that we all have missed God’s best for us.  God’s 
best was in the Garden.  Ever since the fall of man, God has been the God of the 
second chance.  May I remind you that Romans 3:23 tells us, “For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God.”  Ladies and gentlemen, every one of us are 
indebted to the God of the second chance!!!

 What can one person do?  The second chance came Jonah’s way and he 
responded in obedience.  We too can begin by changing our own ways!  How?  
By seizing the opportunity of a second chance!!
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 The next step in changing our ways is to respond to our obligations.  The 
Bible tells us that God again told Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh and “proclaim 
to it the message I give you.”  Jonah went to Nineveh and preached God’s 
message: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.”

 Child of God, listen to me very carefully today, what have you done with 
your obligations to the cause of Jesus Christ?  In just a few short years Madalyn 
Murray O’Hair was almost single-handedly instrumental in getting prayer and 
Bible reading out of the public schools because she set her mind to it.  Would to 
God that all Christians were as committed to the cause of Christ as she is to 
atheism.

 We are putting a lot of blame on churches for the decline of  Christian 
influence in American life today, but may I ask, “Where have the Christian lawyers 
been?”  Where have they been while liberal forces have made the First Amendment 
to be what it was never intended to be?  Where have the Christian lawyers been 
while liberal organizations have stripped nearly every moral fiber that this nation 
was built on and turned the tables on the intent of our founding fathers?  Where 
have the Christian attorneys been?

 Where have the Christian educators been?  We are watching our educational 
system crumbling at the hands of humanists.  Christian teachers in public schools 
are no more allowed to teach Christian morals and virtues in the classroom than 
teachers are in China.  They are just as banned by law from doing so as schools 
behind the Iron Curtain.

 Where have our Christian businessmen and women been?  Our cities have 
sunk to a level sleaze and degeneration that would make Sodom and Gomorrah 
blush, and our so-called “Christian” business people are simply turning their backs 
as long as they are able to turn a profit.  Where has integrity gone when it comes to 
making business deals.
 Left wing politicians are accusing conservative Christians of trying to 
“Christianize America.”  Just in case there is some misunderstanding, let me set 
the record straight:  I am unapologetically trying to Christianize America.  
Why?  Because the Bible still says in Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any 
other; for there is no other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.”  Because the words of Jesus are still true that are recorded in John 
14:6 where He says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me.”  Listen, if you are accusing me of trying to “Christianize 
America” - I stand before you guilty as charged!!!  That is what God has called 
me to do!!  And I will do it for His glory!!
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 It is amazing what happened when one man got right with God.  When 
one man, Jonah, changed his ways, he changed his world.  The whole city of 
Nineveh came to God.

 What really happened in Nineveh??

 The first thing that happened is that they became people of faith.  We 
are told, “The Ninevites believed God.”  Romans 10:17 reminds us that “Faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  Jonah went to Nineveh and 
preached the Word of God.  They heard, and the result was that they “they 
believed God.”  It does not say they “believed Jonah.”  No, “They believed 
God.”  The people of Nineveh believed that God was speaking to them through 
His prophet.  Listen, when a preacher is preaching the Word of God, he is nothing 
more than God’s delivery boy with God’s message!!

 When men and women get right with God, the lost are attracted by our 
faith as evidenced by our changed lives.  Let a Jonah get right with God and the 
entire city of Nineveh gets saved.  Let a woman at a well drink of “living water” 
and she brings out the town of Sychar to the Lord Jesus.  Let the disciples tarry in 
an upper room and 3,000 people will be saved at Pentecost.  One of the ways to 
know if revival has come is that it always results in a multitude of people 
being swept into the kingdom.  Revival comes through faith!!

 The next thing that happened to the people of Nineveh is that they 
combined prayer with fasting.  Spiritual matters consumed their interest.  Here is 
a test of genuine revival.  It involves a change of heart.  Our Lord himself said 
that some things happen only as a result   of prayer and fasting.  I seriously doubt 
that there has ever been any great moving of God’s Spirit in revival that has not 
been born out of prayer and fasting.

 The first thing they did after they believed God was to proclaim a fast.  
Fasting seems to be one of the lost words in our Christian vocabulary today.  
“Fasting” can be defined as the voluntary denial of food in order that the face 
of God might be sought in earnest, definite, persistent, and believing prayer.  
Fasting and prayer are inseparable.

 The truth of the matter is this: If our walk with God depended on our praying 
and fasting, most of us would live a life of carnality!

 The next thing we see in Nineveh was repentance.  The Bible says, “Let 
them give up their evil ways and their violence.”  When the people heard the 
message that God had delivered through Jonah, conviction of the Holy Spirit set in.  
Although they were living wicked, immoral, licentious, sinful lives, there came 
faith and fasting, followed by repentance.
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 I am convinced today that repentance is a universal need!!  The 
Ninevites changed their minds and “believed God.”  Repentance is a change of 
mind which results in a change of heart which results in a change of action.  
Ladies and gentlemen, the truth of the matter is this - you cannot be saved and ever 
be the same!!  You might surely stumble and fall in your Christian walk, but God 
will always be there to help you back up again!!

 The next thing we are able to see in Nineveh is forgiveness.  The Bible 
says in Jonah 3:10, “When God saw their works, that they turned from their evil 
ways; and God repented of the evil that he had said that he would do unto them, 
and he did it not.”

 One of the great things about the Christian life is forgiveness!!  Guilt 
free living!!  Knowing the truth of 1 John 1:7 that promises that “the blood of Jesus 
Christ, (God’s) Son, cleanses us from all sin.”

 Ladies and gentlemen, it is a biblical fact that one person can truly make a 
difference!!  Will you be that person??

 If you are not saved, why not come today?
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