
Jonah #3
Leaving The Lord

Jonah 1:3-10

 A few years ago, I was invited to preach the revival services for a pastor 
friend in Georgia. The revival services were scheduled to begin on Sunday morning.  
It just so happened that the date was the same week-end that our church softball team 
was scheduled to play in the State Tournament.  I packed all of my sermon material, 
along with all of my ball playing equipment and went to the softball tournament.  
After the game on Saturday night, Bruce (our son) and I got into the car and headed 
for Georgia.  After we had traveled for about three hours, I realized that I did not 
have my Bible.  I had to turn around and drive six hours to get back home to get my 
Bible, and then I had to drive all night just to get to were I was supposed to preach in 
Georgia.  I got to the church about 9:00 AM.  Went into the bath-room changed 
clothes and preached at the 11:00 AM worship service.

 Have you ever left anything?  It is a terrible feeling.  It leaves an emptiness 
when you leave something that is needed or something that is very dear to you.  
Jonah left something.  In fact, he left a lot when he left the Lord.  He left his desires 
and goals.  I have seen men and women who wanted to do great things for God, but 
in getting out of His will they left those goals and desires behind when they left Him.

 Verse 3 says, "But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish.  He 
went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port.  After paying the 
fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord."

 Jonah had a calling from God to go to Niveveh.  This was God's will for his 
life.  He was a prophet of God, a man of God, and he had aspired to know God's way 
until he left the will of God.  Then he also left his goals and desires behind.  He 
resigned his calling.

 Have you ever noticed that everything in the book of Jonah obeys God's 
will except His own man.  Think about it.  God sent to waves and they obeyed.  The 
lots obeyed.  The storm obeyed.  The fish obeyed.  The worm obeyed.  Birds fulfill 
the will of God in their lives.  Snakes fulfill the will of God in their lives.  Man was 
made to fellowship with God, and he is the only one of all of God's creations who is 
not fulfilling his purpose and will.

 Some people think they can get out of the will of God and maintain their 
Christian goals and blessings at the same time.  They are deceived into believing 
they can go on in their sin, and God's mercy will simply cover them.  But, my friend, 
you simply cannot live in rebellion against the Word and will of God and still know 
the full blessings of God!!  Sooner or later the storms will come against you on 
the sea of life!!
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 Before we point a finger of accusation at Jonah, we must ask ourselves the 
question, "What about us?"  Are we fulfilling our purpose?  Are we in the will of 
God?  Or have we too left His will and found a boat for Tarshish?  One thing is 
certain, when we leave the Lord, we leave our goals and blessings behind.

 Jonah also left his obligations.  I have also seen people who have left their 
obligations.  Once they were active in the service of Christ, but today they are asleep 
in the storm.

 Verses 4-6 tell us, "Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a 
violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up.  All the sailors were afraid 
and each cried out to his own god.  And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten 
the ship.  But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep 
sleep.  The captain went to him and said, How can you sleep?  Get up and call on 
your god! Maybe he will take notice of us, and we will not perish."

 The crew was frantic!  They were praying to their own gods.  Those rugged 
sailors had seen many a storm on the Mediterranean Sea.  It would take quite a storm 
to get them to be afraid.  And what about Jonah?  The Bible says he was indifferent 
and unconcerned!!  In fact, he was sound asleep.  That should not surprise us.  This 
usually happens to men and women who walk away from God!!  They leave their 
obligations behind as well.  Jonah was the only man on board the ship who knew 
God!  He was the only man who could lay hold of God - and he was asleep.  He had 
left his obligations.

 While the others on board were fighting for their lives, Jonah was sleeping 
through the storm.  He was really no different from a lot of professing Christians 
who are in the same boat today.  So many of us seem to be at ease while this world's 
ship is sinking.  So many of us seem indifferent while a world of lost men and 
women are drowning in the sea of sin.

 Child of God, it is hard to believe that Jonah could sleep in such a storm.  
It just goes to show how insensitive we can become to those around us when we 
become so self-centered.  Sin hardens the heart.  When we are on the run from the 
Lord's will, it is inevitable that we become spiritually insensitive.

 The psalmist says this in Psalm 95:7-8, "To-day, if you hear his voice, do not 
harden your hearts."  I wonder if I am speaking to someone whose heart used to be 
warm to the Word of God. Someone who used to desire to do great things for God.  
Who used to take seriously your obligation as a Christian.  But something happened.  
You turned aside and tried to forget what God wanted you to do.
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 Child of God, I plead with you not to walk any farther away from God.  Return 
to Him today!

 Jonah also left his communications.  I have seen this in the faces of men and 
women who once prayed, who once had a sweet fellowship with God.  But when 
they left His will for their lives they left the ability to communicate with Him.

 Listen to the captain of the ship.  When the waves of death were lashing 
against the ship, he suddenly believed in prayer.

 As a recent hurricane approached the boarders of America, I watched the news 
on television, and I heard comments like, "We are boarding up and praying a lot."  
"We hope the good Lord spares us."  "We are trusting in the Lord."  It is strange to 
hear people interviewed by these commentators the rest of the year and never hear 
anything about prayer again until other storms come.  The world prays in the times 
of crises.

 But, what about Jonah?  He was not praying!  There is no evidence here that 
Jonah called on God.  Later he did, but not here.  Do you know why?  Rebellion 
had callused his heart!!!  Jonah had become comfortable in his sin!!  

 Listen to me very carefully, many Christians have become content with 
uselessness!!  Some who used to cringe at the thought of missing church, or losing 
their testimony, or of having a negative influence on their families are not bothered 
by their sin any longer!
 
 The truth of the matter is that because of sin, Jonah could not pray.  Psalm 
66:18 tells us, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me."  Isaiah 
59:1-2 reads this way, "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear.  But your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you, that he will not 
hear."  When we live with open and unrepented sin in our lives, we cannot 
communicate with God.  

 Now, listen to me very carefully, some of you are harboring some sins of 
attitude;  some of you are harboring some sins that involve unbiblical relationships; 
some of you are harboring some sins that pertain to church membership and 
attendance, etc.  And the sad truth of the matter is that some of you have grown 
comfortable in your sin because you have justified and excused your attitudes 
and actions!!  But, my friend, you will never have any real peace with God because 
you are out of fellowship, "and your sins have hidden his face from you."
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 Jonah also left his reputation.  I have seen men and women who were once 
looked on with respect and appreciation.  Once they had a testimony.  But when they 
left the Lord's will, they left their reputations and their testimonies behind.

 We often talk what it costs to serve God, but Jonah gives us a vivid picture of 
what it costs to leave God.  

 A powerless, backslidden Christian is a pitiful sight to behold.  In Matthew 
5:13 Jesus reminds us that "If the salt loses its saltiness...it is no longer good for 
anything."  
 Some of you in this very building today once gave the world a good taste of 
Jesus, but now as far as the kingdom is concerned, you are not "good for anything."  
Like Jonah, we hurt the testimony of Christ if we claim to be Christians and do 
not live like it!!

 Child of God, let me ask you this question:  Why have you left the will of 
God for your life?

 We used to sing, "I've found a Friend, O such a Friend, He loved me ere I 
knew Him."  We used to work with those dirty-faced little kids in Sunday School.  
We used to find our joy in seeing folks come to Christ.  Why has all that come to an 
end?

 Child of God, God still loves you just like you are.  He wants to use you and to 
bless you. He wants to make your life a blessing to those around you.  He wants to 
make your life one that is filled with "joy unspeakable and full of glory."

 If you are not saved, why not today?
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