
Jonah #2 
Not Me Lord
 Jonah 1:1-3

 God calls particular people to particular places for particular purposes.  
In Jonah's case, we find God calling him to Nineveh to preach against sin.  But when 
God called Jonah, he replied, "Here am I...send someone else.  I'm on my way to 
Tarshish!"

 What a contrast that response was to the call of the prophet Isaiah.  When God 
asked, "Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?"  Isaiah's response was, "Here 
am I.  Send me!"

 Many Christians today are like Jonah.  It may be that Nineveh for some of 
us is reconciliation.  The Nineveh to which God calls others may be repentance.  
Still others may be called to the Nineveh of restitution.

 A lot of us are on boats that are sailing for Tarshish while God is saying, 
"God to Nineveh."  Where are you headed?  There are really only two roads in 
the Christian life.  One leads to Nineveh, the other to Tarshish.  One road is the will 
of God; the other is disobedience to his will.

 Somewhere there is a job for you that no one else can do quite the way you can 
do it.  Each of us is indescribably valuable to God.  Each of us has a special part in 
the body of Christ.  No one is unimportant.

 Verses 1-2 tell us,"The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: Go to 
the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up 
before me."

 The call of God is always personal.  Jonah was a real person who lived in a 
city just like you and I, and God called him for a special task.  The Bible says, "The 
word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai."  It was a personal call.  It was "to 
Jonah."  God did not call Habakkuk nor Amos nor Obadiah, nor any of the other 
prophets to go to Nineveh.  He called "Jonah."

 This was not the word of man; it was "the word of the Lord."  Men do not call 
us; it is God who calls us.  Jonah had a God who spoke to him.

 I don't know how God talked to Jonah.  He did not have the Word of God, 
the final complete written revelation, as we do today.  Perhaps God spoke to him 
audibly, as He did to Abraham.  Perhaps God spoke to him in a vision, as He did with 
Ezekiel or with Peter on the rooftop.  Or maybe it was in a dream, as it was with 
Joseph.  It may simply have been an impression on his heart.  How He spoke to him 
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is not important.  What is important is that the word of the Lord got through to a 
human being.

 God still speaks to his servants today, and his call is just as personal.

 Listen very carefully, God has spoken; that is basic.   God still speaks; that is 
vital.  To believe both jeopardizes neither.  What God has said in the past is vital 
toward our understanding what God is saying now.  Without God's spoken Word 
recorded we have no protection, no direction; but without God speaking today 
we have no dynamic!!

 Child of God, we have a God who still speaks to us today.  Some people have 
no difficulty whatsoever believing that God spoke to this man Jonah, but that God 
would speak to them is extremely difficult to believe.  The truth of the matter is - the 
same God who spoke to the prophets in the past, now speaks to us directly by the 
Holy Spirit.

 Has God spoken to you this week?  If not, you have not spent enough time 
with Him.  God still speaks to us personally.  The writer of Hebrews put it like this 
in Hebrews 1:1-2, "God, who at sundry times and in diverse manners spoke in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds."  
What are we doing about the fact that God speaks to us personally?  It is no 
wonder that later in Hebrews 3:7-8 we read, "Today, if you hear his voice do not 
harden your hearts."

 The call of the Lord is pointed.  God said, "Go to Nineveh."  It was a clear 
call.  It was pointed.  It was urgent.  God did not tell Jonah to go to Jerusalem or 
Shechem, or Joppa, or anywhere else.  His call was to Nineveh, a city founded by 
Nimrod shortly after the confusion of tongues at the tower of Babel.

 Nineveh was a great city in what is modern-day Iraq.  Its streets were 
twenty miles long and its walls one hundred feet high.  The walls around Nineveh 
were so wide that three chariots could be driven side-by-side across the top of them.  
Historians believe that the population exceeded hundreds of thousands; the Bible tells 
us that one hundred and twenty thousand did not know their right hand from their left 
(the indication here is that they were stupid when it came to the things of God).  It 
was a city of great wickedness and it was the capital of Assyria.

 Why would God call Jonah to go to Nineveh, when Nineveh was a Gentile 
city, and God was working with the Jews?  Surely Nineveh was not on Jonah's 
preaching schedule.  You see, in the minds of the Jews, Gentiles were not "their kind" 
of people.  They were a lower class of people. There-fore, a call to go to Nineveh 
went against the grain of a Jewish prophet like Jonah.
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 Before we start pointing a finger at old Jonah, we might better stop and take a 
look at ourselves.

 God's call is also purposeful.  God instructed Jonah to go to Nineveh and 
"preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me."  The Lord is 
never vague in his call.  Jonah was to cry out against the wickedness of Nineveh.  
What a task assigned him.  He would be one lonely voice in the midst of that city, 
calling its people to revival and repentance.  Think about that.  What could one 
man do??

 Do you know where the best place for a church to be??  Next door the 
hell!!  Do you know the best place for a Christian to witness??  Next door to hell!!  
So what, if you are the only Christian where you work?  You and God make a 
majority!! So stand up and be a witness!!

 What an honor had come to Jonah!  God had chosen him to go to Nineveh 
with the message of revival.  Thousands of people would come to know God with 
the message of salvation.

 Jonah 1:3 begins with two words that may be the saddest words in the whole 
book, "But Jonah." Instead of being thankful, Jonah fled from God's will.  He was not 
different from us. So many of us have doubted God's Word.  Remember, Jonah 
was a prophet called of God.  He knew the Lord, and knew that the Lord had called 
him.  Perhaps God has called some of you to a special place of ministry, but you have 
decided to go to Tarshish.  Perhaps you have some sin in your life, and God has 
called you to repentance, but you have decided to go to Tarshish.

 The Bible tells us that he went down to 
Joppa.  He found a ship.  He bought a ticket.  This was no passing whim.  This was a 
calculated decision.

 In spite of all the excuses that we have looked at, the real reason Jonah fled is 
found in Jonah 4:1-2, "But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry.  He 
prayed to the Lord, O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home?  This is 
why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish.  I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents send 
calamity."  In Luke 15:28 we see this same spirit in the prodigal son's brother who 
"became angry and would not go in."  Listen very carefully, selfishness and self-
centeredness always reveals itself in ANGER!!

 So Jonah ran from the presence of the Lord.  Jonah's fall was a calculated 
fall.  The more he thought about it the madder he got, until verse 10 tells us that "he 
was running away from the Lord."
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 Jonah's fall from the Lord was costly.  Notice his ongoing downward 
digression.  He went down to Joppa.  He went down into the ship.  He went down 
into the sea.  He went down into the belly of the fish.  He went down into the deep.  
Here is a vivid picture of a life fleeing from the presence and calling of God!!!

 Once we step on the pathway of disobedience, the road keeps spiraling 
downward.  The Bible says that Jonah paid the fare.  Ladies and gentlemen, we pay 
our own fare when we flee from the Lord.  Galatians 6:7 reminds us, "Do not be 
deceived: God cannot be mocked.  A man reaps what he sows."

 The rest of Jonah's story shows us that the trip was more expensive that 
he ever dreamed.  That is the way it is with sin.  Sin will take you further than you 
want to go, and cost you more than you want to pay!!!

 Ask the woman who married the unsaved man; he was lying when he said he 
would never leave nor forsake her.  Ask the man whom God called into the ministry 
who instead went to Tarshish. Ask the prostitute at the corner who is forty years 
old and looks sixty.  Ask some of the street people who line up at the local soup 
kitchen.  Each one is some mother's son; some of them are somebody's daddy.  They 
are the shadows of the men they might have been.  Ask the teenage runaway girls on 
the streets of our big cities.  I see people paying the price of running from God 
every day of every week.  I see it in the faces of men, women, and young people.  I 
see it in the guilt-ridden faces of singles who think that everybody else is doing it.

 God still calls people today.  However, when God called Jonah he answered, 
"Here I am...send someone else!"  Let's be honest.  There is a bit of Jonah in all of us.  
Many of us have heard God's call and have gone the other way, only to find that the 
fall had been continuous and costly.  God still speaks to us today.  Despite our 
rebellion, His love reaches out to us!!
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