
Jonah #1
Introduction to Jonah

 Jonah 1:1

 Novels.  Short stories.  So many excellent works of fiction are waiting to be 
discovered in our libraries.  Who could forget the works of Earnest Hemingway in 
"Old Man and the Sea," or Shakespeare's writings.  But the little book of Jonah 
tucked away in the Old Testament has them all beat.  It is filled with suspense, drama, 
lessons for life - and it really happened.  It is not fiction.

 Although Jonah is one of the most popular books in the Bible, it is also 
one of the most controversial.  Its historical validity is questioned by skeptics and 
scholars alike.  Jonah is the story of a man who rebelled and then was swallowed by a 
great fish.  Why should we think it strange that God would prepare a fish to swallow 
Jonah.  The God who made the world and flung the stars in space could certainly 
perform a miracle as simple as preparing a fish for a runaway prophet named Jonah.

 But the book of Jonah is not about a fish; in fact, only three verses deal 
with the fish.  The other forty-five verses tell us the real messages of Jonah's story.  
It is the story of someone like you and me.  It is the story of his struggles, calling, 
disobedience, problems, and prayer life.  It is the story of his second chance, his 
successes and failures.

 The book of Jonah is a book about Jesus.  Jesus?  In the Old Testament?  
Yes.  In fact, Jesus Himself said in Matthew 12:39-41, "A wicked and adulterous 
generation asks for a miraculous sign!  But none will be given it except the sign of 
the prophet Jonah.  For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.  The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than 
Jonah is here."

 The late G. Campbell Morgan, formerly pastor of Westminster Chapel in 
London, said, "Men have been looking so long at the great fish they have failed to 
see the great God!"  In this series of messages, it is my desire to show you this great 
God and to follow His will.

 Is the story of Jonah true or is it just a parable?  One characteristic of a 
parable in the Bible is that a person's name is never mentioned.  For example, there is 
the parable of the prodigal son.  We do not know his name, nor his father's, nor his 
older brother's name.  In the book of Jonah, Jonah is the main character, and was a 
literal and historical figure, as seen in 2 Kings 14:25, "He was the one who restored 
the boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Sea of the Arabah, in accordance 
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with the word of the Lord, the God of Israel, spoken through his servant Jonah son of 
Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher."

 Ladies and gentlemen, I have no doubt that there really was a man by the 
name of Jonah, who was actually swallowed by a fish.  Why do I believe the story 
of Jonah in the Bible?  Because Jesus obviously believed it, or He never would have 
used it as an example!!  Therefore, when people question the reality of Jonah, in 
reality they are questioning the integrity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our Lord 
related Jonah to his own resurrection; and if Jonah's experience was not historical and 
real, such an association would not have made sense.

 Those who discount the authenticity of Jonah are subtly undermining the 
deity and integrity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Was He deceitful?  Did Jesus tell a 
lie when He said that Jonah was in a fish's belly three days and three nights?  No!  
No! A thousand times no!!  Hebrews 6:18 tell us that "it is impossible for God to lie," 
and Jesus Christ is the God of glory!!

 In fact, in Matthew 12:39-41, Jesus was saying that Jonah was a "sign" that 
prophesied his own death and resurrection.  Think about that!  Is it any wonder that 
the book of Jonah then is one of the most openly attacked books in the Bible?  
You see, if the story of Jonah is fiction, so is the gospel.  Jesus said, "For as Jonah 
was...so the Son of Man will be..."  If the book of Jonah is not true, what 
confidence can we have in Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John being true?  

 Listen very carefully, if a man will deny the historical reality of the book 
of Jonah, I suspect that he will also deny the reality of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Any time someone says it doesn't matter whether this book is 
historical or not, don't you believe it.  It does matter.  We are dealing here with a 
real man who lived in and around 800 BC and whose message is a relevant 
today as the morning paper.

 What is the message of Jonah?  I believe that the book of Jonah gives us 
tremendous insights into our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the story 
of man's pilgrimage and God's providence.

 We can write across the first chapter of Jonah the word REJECTION.  In 
chapter 1 God called Jonah to go to Nineveh and be the agent of revival.  But Jonah 
went in the opposite direction, choosing to reject the will of God for his life.  
Went down to the seaport town of Joppa and boarded a ship sailing for Tarshish.

 How do YOU relate to the will of God?  Jonah was afraid of God's will, so 
he ran.  Many people find themselves living in chapter 1 of Jonah.
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 Across chapter 2 we can write the word REFLECTION.  There is the belly 
of the fish Jonah began to reflect.  He prayed and praised God.  The fish eventually 
regurgitated him on the shore.

 This is where many people live today.  Some people have to go down, down, 
down, before they surrender to God's will for their lives.  Often the adversities of life 
brings us to this moment of reflection.

 Across chapter 3 we can write the word CORRECTION.  As he sat on the 
shore "the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time."  He got up, obeyed the 
word of God, went to Nineveh, and a mighty revival ensued.  Yes, God is the God of 
the second chance.  Jonah corrected his ways.
 
 There is a tragic truth here.  It took God longer to prepare his servant and 
get him to obey his call than it did for the entire godless city of Nineveh to 
repent.  Things have not changed much, have they?  It still takes God longer to get 
Christians right than it does to get sinners to repent.

 I am so glad that God is the God of a second chance.  If I did not believe 
that human beings could be made whole, if I did not believe that the gospel was a 
gospel of the second chance, I would never preach the gospel again.

 Across chapter 4 we can write the word OBJECTION.  One would think 
that Jonah's heart would have leaped for joy when revival came to Nineveh.  There he 
was in the will of God, used by God in a mighty way.  But no.  He was angry that 
God sent revival.  He wanted God to destroy the city.  He objected to the fact that 
God poured out revival on heathen Nineveh.

 Jonah laid bare his soul for us here.  If we had written the book, most of us 
would have ended it at Jonah 3:10, with the account of the great revival. But Jonah 
went on and added the fourth chapter to show us his shortcomings and how 
prone we all are to this spirit of objection.  Some of us live here in chapter 4.  We 
get in the will of God and are being used by God, and then He does something 
and we object to it.  God blesses someone else, and we get jealous!
 We already see that Jonah is far more than the story of a man and a fish.  
It is the story of a man's pilgrimage, but it is more than that.

 The purpose of the Word of God is to reveal the God of the Word.  We are 
also able to see in this little book Jonah: the beautiful story of God's providence.

 Looking from God's point of view, we can write across chapter 1 the word 
ELECTION.  One cannot read the first chapter of Jonah without seeing the 
sovereignty of God.  God chose Jonah.  God called Jonah.  God is in control.  Can 
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you see Him here?  God controlled the ship.  God controlled the wind.  God 
controlled the sailor's dice.  God controlled the waves.  God controlled the fish.

 God elects his own people, assigns their duties, appoints their places.  He 
calls particular people to particular places for particular purposes.  In this case, He 
called Jonah to Nineveh for revival.  What a wonderful picture we see of our Lord 
here.  He is concerned for you.  He calls you.  And the truth of the matter is that you 
cannot run from Him!

 Across chapter 2 we can write the word PROTECTION.  God protected 
his man even when he was in rebellion.  He "prepared" a great fish to consume Jonah 
and keep him from drowning.

 Here too we see a picture of our Lord Jesus.  When we go our own ways in 
will disobedience, He continues to pursue us.  Even in our rebellion He protects us 
until we come to ourselves.  The very thing that some people are complaining about 
today - their mishaps in life - just may be a giant fish that God has prepared to protect 
them from them-selves and their rebellion.

 Across chapter 3, from God's point of view, we can write the word 
PERFECTION.  The Bible says that God perfects what concerns us.  The Bible 
admonishes us in Romans 12:2 not to be conformed to the world but to be 
transformed that we might prove what is that "good and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God."

 In chapter 3 God sent a mighty revival.  God's will was finally done.  When 
we obey his will and share his word, we can see his blessing. The psalmist said, 
"Wilt thou not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you?"  God is more 
interested in revival than we are.  He is about the business of perfecting all 
things that concern us.  

 What a picture we see of our Lord Jesus also here in chapter 3.  He is just 
waiting to send revival.  His problem is that it takes him longer to get us ready that it 
does for whole cities to repent.

 Across chapter 4 we can write the word AFFECTION.  Here God taught 
Jonah a lesson.  Jonah was ecstatic about the vine that God had sent, and then God 
sent the little worms.  Sometimes we get our eyes fixed on lesser things, when the 
main thing is to keep the main thing always the main thing.  

 What a wonderful picture we see of our Lord here too as He appealed to Jonah 
by saying, "Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who 
cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well.  Should I not be 
concerned about that great city?"
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 God has compassion for sinners.  His heart beats with concern for the lost 
and ungodly.  We may shun them but our Lord Jesus doesn't.  He has compassion and 
affection for those in need of salvation.

 A lot of boats are sailing for Tarshish today.  But the red flag of warning is 
that a storm is raging on that route.  Perhaps you already have been quickened by the 
fact that God has called you to Nineveh and you are thinking about going down to 
Joppa and finding a boat to Tarshish.  The way to Nineveh is the way of revival.  The 
way of Tarshish is the way to ruin.

 For those who sail for Tarshish, we read that the word came to Jonah "a 
second time."  What good news.  God is the God of the second chance.  Moses 
broke the tablets of law, but God gave his law to him a second time.  Samson sinned, 
but God gave his a second chance.  Peter cursed the Lord, who then met him on the 
shore and gave him a second chance.

 Some people have written across their lives the word REJECTION.  
Perhaps this introduction has brought to your mind the word reflection.  The intent of 
this study is to move us all to the word correction, that we might know the will of 
God for our lives and do it.
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