
Israel and Today’s News #8
“The Truth of Israel’s History”

In my studies on Israel I came across some interesting facts that I was 
not aware of before. In fact, in all my associations with others discussing 
Israel’s past history and what Bible prophecy has to say about her future, 
many of these facts were either unfamiliar, or just never mentioned. However, 
to offer a better understanding of “Israel and Today’s News” I would like to share 
some of my findings here. But, first I would like to review some Biblical 
concepts. 

We have, in earlier lessons, discussed the unconditional covenants that 
God made with Israel, that are foundational for understanding Israel’s 
importance in the prophetic future. These covenants with Israel govern our 
understanding of the Jewish people and form the backbone of Bible prophecy. 
To recall where it all began, Genesis 12:1-3, which we have already considered 
previously, records God’s call of Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees (Babylon) and 
the specific promises He made to him. These promises were confirmed and 
clarified in later passages – (Genesis 13:14-17; 15:1-7 and 17:1-21). 
Additionally, they were reconfirmed to Abraham’s son Isaac (Genesis 26:3-4) 
and grandson Jacob (Genesis 28:13-15), specifying which line of Abraham 
would receive God’s promise. God promised Abraham that he would give the 
nation of Israel the land of Canaan as their “everlasting possession” (17:8) with its 
boundaries extending from the river of Egypt in the West to the Euphrates River in 
the East, and to the land of the Hittites in the North (Genesis 15:18-21). 

This is interesting in light of all the contemporary questions about 
ownership of the land of Israel today. Regardless of the political disputes, God 
has granted this title deed of the land of Israel to the Jewish people. 
Furthermore, this land promise was never fulfilled in its entirety. Since God 
always keeps His promises, it is certain that one day, in the Messianic 
Kingdom, Israel will dwell in all the land that God promised. 

The national promises also gave Israel a unique position as God’s 
barometer of blessing – those nations that would bless Israel would be blessed 
and those that cursed Israel would be cursed (Genesis 12:3; 27:29). This 
principle applied in the life of Abraham (Genesis 12:10-20; 14:12-20 and 
26:1-11) and throughout the history of the Jewish people (Deuteronomy 30:7 
and Isaiah 14:1-2). Significantly, this will be the principle that guides God’s 
judgment of the Gentiles nations when Jesus returns. In Jesus’ parable of the sheep 
and the goats, which represent the judgment of the Gentiles, the nations will be 
divided on the basis of their treatment of Jesus’ physical brethren, the Jewish 
people (Matthew 25:31-46). 
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That God retained Israel, as His Chosen People is not only an Old 
Testament concept, the New Testament agrees with it as well. Paul writes that, 
despite Israel’s disbelief in Jesus, God did not reject His people whom He 
foreknew (Romans 11:1-2). Moreover, Paul adds that although most Jewish 
people have rejected the good news of Jesus, the people of Israel remain God’s 
beloved Chosen People “because of the patriarchs” (Romans 11:28) – a clear 
reference to the Abrahamic Covenant. Paul categorically states that God’s gifts 
and call to Israel are irrevocable (Romans 11:29). 

Remaining God’s Chosen People does not mean that Jewish people have 
forgiveness and a personal relationship with God apart from faith in their 
Messiah Jesus. Jewish people, as all people, must trust in Jesus. Regardless, the 
Lord’s words in Deuteronomy 14:2 remains as true as ever, “Out of all the people 
on the face of the earth, the LORD has chosen you (Israel) to be His treasured 
possession.” God did this not because of any merit found in the Jewish people. 
Rather, He chose them, as Moses wrote earlier in Deuteronomy 7:8, “because the 
Lord loved you and kept the oath He swore to your forefathers.” Since God is 
faithful to His promises and loyal in His love, the Jewish people are still His 
Chosen People. 

God is alive today preserving and protecting the Jewish people. In fact, 
in order to put an end to the Jewish people, it would be necessary to stop the 
sun, moon, and stars from shining and also to measure all the heavens and the 
foundations of the earth. God declares that only if these impossible acts could be 
accomplished will “the descendants of Israel ever cease to be a nation before Me” 
or “will I reject all the descendents of Israel” (Jeremiah 31:35-37). Plainly, the 
Lord will preserve His people. This is why the prophet Zechariah says of the 
people of Israel that whoever touches them “touches the apple of His (God’s) 
eye” (Zechariah 2:8). 

Throughout history, there have been those who have sought Israel’s 
destruction – from Haman to Hitler – Saddam Hussein – Yesser Arafat – and 
Osama Bin Laden – but they have never succeeded – and – never will! The 
preservation of the Jewish people, despite a history of hatred and persecution, 
has led historian Paul Johnson to call the Jews “the most tenacious people in 
history.” However, it is better to say that a tenacious God of history, who is 
faithful to His promises and relentless in preserving His people, protects the Jewish 
people. For this reason, no weapon formed against Israel will ever prevail 
(Isaiah 54:17). Since the Jewish people’s exile around he world in 70 A.D – 
nearly two millennia ago – they have daily prayed that they would be restored 
to the land of Israel. The Hebrew prophets foretold a day when God would draw 
His people back to their promised land. 
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We now come to some facts of history many studying Bible Prophecy 
seem to be unaware of. 

The restoration of Jewish people to their own land did not begin in May 
14, 1948 with the establishment of Israel as a Jewish Nation. There have 
always been some Jewish people (though they were few) who have, down 
through the centuries, lived in what came to be known as “Palestine.” 
“Palestine” was a name given to the land of Israel by the Romans in 135 A.D. after 
the last Jewish revolt. They gave it this name in honor of the Philistines – the 
ancient foes of Israel – as an insult to the Jewish people. The Romans 
destroyed Jerusalem and the Roman Emperor Hadrian, ordered a new city, 
called Aleia Capitolina, to be built on its site. The few Jewish people remaining 
in the land were not permitted to enter the city. 

In the later part of the nineteenth century, Jewish groups arose in 
Eastern Europe, known as the “Lovers of Zion.” They believed that the only 
hope for Jewish people to survive in a world filled with anti-Jewish hatred. 
Their heart-felt desire was a return of Jewish people to the land of Israel. As 
early as 1881 the first Jewish people began to return and build “Eretz 
Yisreal” (the land of Israel). This first immigration wave, known in Hebrew as 
an “aliyah” (literally “ascent”), was most difficult, therefore, it was not a large 
number, just a “trickle” of Jewish people who made their way back to their 
“promised land” – however, the “return of Jewish people to their own land” 
had begun as early as the 1800’s. 

This move started with the birth of the “Zionist movement” in the 
1800’s. I’m well aware of the propaganda against “Zionist,” disturbed by anti-
Jewish establishments – and individuals – who blames Jews for the world’s 
problems. However, Zionist were simply those who believed the Jewish people 
have a right to return to rebuild the land of Israel. 

In 1894, Theodore Herzl, the “Father of the State of Israel,” was a 
journalist, living in Vienna, capital of Austria, an assimilated Jew. He was 
covering the treason trial of the French Jewish Captain Alfred Dreyfus. It was 
apparent that Dreyfus was innocent but falsely accused solely because he was 
Jewish. Crowds roamed the streets of Paris, crying, “Death to the Jews.” That this 
could occur in liberal France, the seat of Jewish emancipation and freedom, 
devastated and transformed Herzl. He wrote “The Jewish State” that called 
for the return of the Jewish people to their historic homeland as the only 
solution to anti-Semitism. Herzl formed the World Zionist Organization and 
convened the First Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland, in 1897. There he wrote 
in his journal, “In Basel, I founded the Jewish state.” He anticipated that within 
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fifty years there would be a revived Jewish state in what was then known as 
Palestine. This sparked a second wave of Jewish immigration from eastern 
Europe, included David Ben-Gurion (Israel’s first prime minister) and 
Yitzchak Ben-Zvi (Israel’s second president) to “Eretz Yisarel” (the land of 
Israel). 

In 1909, Tel Aviv, the first Jewish city was founded and the first 
Kibbutz, a cooperative farm was established. The returning Jews bought land 
from the Arabs. At this time, Palestine, and much of the Middle East, was 
controlled by Turkey for about 500 years. However, at the end of the First World 
War Turkey lost control of the Middle East because she had sided with 
Germany. Chaim Weizmann, born in Russia in 1874, received his education in 
biochemistry in Switzerland and Germany. He became active in the Zionist 
movement. In 1905 he moved to England, and was elected to the General 
Zionist Council. His scientific assistance to the Allied forces in World War I 
brought him into close contact with British leaders, enabling him to play a key 
role in the issuing of “The Balfour Declaration” on November 2, 1917 in which 
Britain committed itself to the establishment of a Jewish home in Palestine. 

After World War I the Balfour Declaration was accepted by the League 
of Nations, granting the British the mandate for Jewish people to return to 
Palestine. Many students of Bible prophecy saw the regathering as the 
beginnings of prophecy being fulfilled, including Arthur Balfour, foreign 
secretary for Britain, who issued “The Balfour Declaration,” calling for a 
Jewish state. 

In 1920, the League of Nations gave Britain a “Mandate,” a commission 
authorizing them to administer Palestine according to the Balfour 
Declaration, to establish a homeland for Jews. 

In 1922, Britain gave 77% of Palestine (the area east of the Jordan 
river) to the Arabs. They created the nation of Jordan with a stroke of a pen. 

In 1930, Britain drastically reduced the amount of land the Jews could 
buy in Palestine. 

In 1939, Britain issued the “infamous” White Paper that first put strict 
limits on Jewish immigration to Palestine, and then closed Jewish 
immigration. 

In 1945, at the close of World War II, ten of thousands of Jews who had 
somehow survived the gas chambers, pleaded to be allowed to go to Palestine 
– but Britain refused to allow them in. 
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Despite shifts in British policy, particularly during World War II, vast 
numbers of Jewish people returned to the land. In 1947 the United Nations 
partitioned Palestine between the Arab and the Jewish populations – allowing 
the Jews about 12% of the land promised them in the Balfour Declaration. 

On May 14, 1948, the Jewish state was declared, with the end of the 
British mandate. The fledgling state was immediately attacked by all six the 
surrounding Arab nations. (The Jewish population was about 650,000 – 
including the women, children and elderly – they faced millions of Arabs. 
Britain told Ben-Gurion, “Every Jew will be dead in 48 hours!” However, against 
all odds Israel survived. 

In 1967, Israel fought, and won, the dramatic Six-Day War – that saw 
the reunification of Jerusalem. 

The history of the Jewish people is a testimony of the miraculous power 
of God. Only God could have preserved them in their “scattered” state 
throughout the whole world – and now to bring them back into their own land 
is nothing short of supernatural intervention. It is, indeed, almost unbelievable 
that for over 2000 years Israel, broken into fragments and scattered to the four 
winds of the earth, yet, has remained as homogenous as any race of people, living 
within the boundaries of their own country.

Yes, God has a plan!
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