
Israel and Today’s News #7
“Why Such Hostility between the Arab and the Jew?”

The hostility between the Arab and the Jew is not something unique in 
our generation, but is a conflict that has been going on since the birth of 
Ishmael, Abraham’s eldest son, born of an Egyptian slave woman – and Isaac, 
Abraham’s youngest son, born of Sarah. Genesis 21:8-10, “So the child grew 
and was weaned. And Abraham made a great feast on the same day that Isaac was 
weaned. And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham, scoffing. Therefore she said to Abraham, “Cast out this bondwoman and 
her son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with 
Isaac.” Genesis 17:19-21 gives us the details, “Then God said: “No, Sarah your 
wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My 
covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him. 
And as for Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make 
him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and 
I will make him a great nation. But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom 
Sarah shall bear to you at this set time next year.” And, Scripture reveals that 
this clash between Isaac’s and Ishmael’s seed will eventually bring on a full-
scale war, involving the whole world.

Egypt was the world power in the days of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, 
and boasted she had the longest line of kings than any other nation. Egypt’s 
granaries were full, containing more than any other nation in the world. She 
was extremely eminent in all of the sciences. She was a nation of extreme luxury. 
She lad all civilization in progress and development. Like her pyramids, she 
seemed to defy time or, even, forces of nature, to change her. 

However, God ys of Egypt in the 29th chapter of Ezekiel, that even 
though Egypt would not be utterly extinct, she would be “a desolate and waste 
weak nation,” ruled by the hand of strangers. Centuries passed after Ezekiel 
prophesied these words, however, the time came, in 571 B.C., when Egypt fell. 
History states of Egypt’s fall, “One of the greatest calamities of all the world 
happened as invaders burned Egypt’s world famous library, supplying fuel for six 
months.” Since that time, Egypt has been ruled by eight different nations, 
exactly as God had prophesied in His Word. 

The writings of the prophets of the Old Testament certainly reads like 
history prewritten. God’s prophet, Ezekiel, prophesied in Ezekiel 29:3 that 
Egypt would say of the river Nile, “my river is my own,” speaking of Egypt’s 
laying false claim to international waters for all nations, and denying its use, 
especially to Israel. Yet, Isaiah 19:22-25 says Egypt will come to know the Lord, 
“And the Lord will strike Egypt, He will strike and heal it; they will return to the 
Lord, and He will be entreated by them and heal them. In that day there will be a 

1



highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian will come into Egypt and the 
Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians will serve with the Assyrians. In that day 
Israel will be one of three with Egypt and Assyria - a blessing in the midst of the 
land, whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My people, and 
Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My inheritance.” 

Another essential fact is the study of “Israel in Bible Prophecy” is 
Russia’s conflict with Israel – I deal with this whole subject in another Bible 
study, however, to keep our present study in perspective, I will give the main 
Scriptures on this subject. Ezekiel 38:14-16 says, “Therefore, son of man, 
prophesy and say to Gog, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “On that day when My people 
Israel dwell safely, will you not know it? Then you will come from your place out 
of the far north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a 
great company and a mighty army. You will come up against My people Israel like 
a cloud, to cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you against 
My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am hallowed in you, O Gog, 
before their eyes.” Verses 18-23, “And it will come to pass at the same time, when 
Gog comes against the land of Israel,” says the Lord God, “that My fury will show 
in My face. For in My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have spoken: ‘Surely 
in that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel, so that the fish of 
the sea, the birds of the heavens, the beasts of the field, all creeping things that 
creep on the earth, and all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at My 
presence. The mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places shall fall, and 
every wall shall fall to the ground.’ I will call for a sword against Gog throughout 
all My mountains,” says the Lord God. “Every man’s sword will be against his 
brother. And I will bring him to judgment with pestilence and bloodshed; I will rain 
down on him, on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him, flooding 
rain, great hailstones, fire, and brimstone. Thus I will magnify Myself and sanctify 
Myself, and I will be known in the eyes of many nations. Then they shall know that 
I am the Lord.” Ezekiel 39:4, 11 continues, “You shall fall upon the mountains of 
Israel, you and all your troops and the peoples who are with you; I will give you to 
birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be devoured…It will 
come to pass in that day that I will give Gog a burial place there in Israel, the 
valley of those who pass by east of the sea; and it will obstruct travelers, because 
there they will bury Gog and all his multitude. Therefore they will call it the Valley 
of Hamon Gog.” 

It seems to suggest that God here describes the scene as a Chess game, 
with the opponents faced with a decisive, final move. A wrong move by either 
one could well change the outcome of the game. Russia has been brought into 
the Mediterranean theater, making it a “tinderbox” ready to explode into World 
War III. One news commentator states, “When Russia has used the Arab 
nationalists for her own advantage, they will have about as much change as a 
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naked man in a dark room with a grizzly bear.” Russia will find an opportunity 
to attack Israel and, thus, will fulfill Bible prophecy. 

It is often difficult to distinguish the many threads of Bible prophecy as 
they converge on end-time events and to see them in their proper relationship 
to each other, however, there are some prophetic Scriptures that are clear. And 
because of that the battle between Russia and Israel is often referred to, as the 
“Battle of Armageddon,” but it really isn’t. I have listed some biblical reasons it 
cannot be:

  
1. The allies who fight with Russia are mentioned here, while in the Battle of 

Armageddon, all nations will fight against Israel. 
2. This battle in Ezekiel refer to the “northern nations,” while the Battle of 

Armageddon will involve the “whole world.” 
3. The purpose of this battle described in Ezekiel is “to take a spoil,” while the 

Battle of Armageddon will be to destroy Israel. 
4. In the battle of Ezekiel 38, certain nations protest Russia’s actions, while in the 

Battle of Armageddon all the nations of the world will attack Israel. 
5. The leader of the battle of Ezekiel is “Gog of the North country,” while the 

leader of the Battle of Armageddon will be the Antichrist. 
6. Russia and her allies will be overthrown by the convulsions of nature, while the 

Battle of Armageddon the armies will be overthrown by “a sharp sword out of 
the mouth of the Lord.” 

7. The battle of Ezekiel 38 will be “arrayed in the mountains of Israel,” while the 
Battle of Armageddon will take place in the valley of Meggido. 

8. In the battle of Ezekiel 38, God uses “nations” to defeat Russia, while in the 
Battle of Armageddon, God alone, fights against the armies of the Antichrist. 

The Bible makes it very clear in Joel 3:2 that “all nations” will gather 
against Israel, “I will also gather all nations, and bring them down to the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat; and I will enter into judgment with them there on account of My 
people, My heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; they have 
also divided up My land.” Jeremiah 25:29-35 says, “For behold, I begin to bring 
calamity on the city which is called by My name, and should you be utterly 
unpunished? You shall not be unpunished, for I will call for a sword on all the 
inhabitants of the earth,” says the Lord of hosts.’ “Therefore prophesy against them 
all these words, and say to them: ‘The Lord will roar from on high, and utter His 
voice from His holy habitation; He will roar mightily against His fold. He will give 
a shout, as those who tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. A 
noise will come to the ends of the earth - For the Lord has a controversy with the 
nations; He will plead His case with all flesh. He will give those who are wicked to 
the sword,’ says the Lord.” Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Behold, disaster shall go 
forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the 
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farthest parts of the earth. And at that day the slain of the Lord shall be from one 
end of the earth even to the other end of the earth. They shall not be lamented, or 
gathered, or buried; they shall become refuse on the ground. “Wail, shepherds, and 
cry! Roll about in the ashes, you leaders of the flock! For the days of your 
slaughter and your dispersions are fulfilled; you shall fall like a precious vessel. 
And the shepherds will have no way to flee, nor the leaders of the flock to escape.” 
Revelation 16:14, 16 say, “For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which 
go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle 
of that great day of God Almighty… And they gathered them together to the place 
called in Hebrew, Armageddon.” Zechariah 12:3 says, “And it shall happen in that 
day that I will make Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all peoples; all who would 
heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, though all nations of the earth are 
gathered against it.”

Notice, that God predicts that Jerusalem will be the focal point of this 
worldwide struggle. It seems that, after the collapse of the “northern 
confederacy,” the Revived Roman Empire will be able to extend its authority 
over all the nations of the world. Remember that Daniel 9:27 prophesies, “He 
(the Antichrist) will confirm a covenant with many (Jews) for one ‘seven’ (7 
years). In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offerings. 
And on a wing of the Temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, 
until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.” 

The Antichrist, the World Dictator, makes a covenant of peace with 
Israel for seven years however, when Israel refuses to worship the image of the 
Antichrist he breaks the covenant with them after three and one-half years 
and begins his terrible persecution of the Jews. In one last furious, demon-
inspired, effort, the Antichrist hurls his armies against Jerusalem, where the 
armed might of all the nations of the world gather in the plains of Megiddo 
for the Battle of Armageddon. Joel 3:9-14 describes it by saying, “Proclaim this 
among the nations: “Prepare for war! Wake up the mighty men, let all the men of 
war draw near, let them come up. Beat your plowshares into swords and your 
pruning hooks into spears; let the weak say, ‘I am strong.’” Assemble and come, all 
you nations, and gather together all around. Cause Your mighty ones to go down 
there, O Lord. Let the nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the 
sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; for the winepress is full, the vats 
overflow - For their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision! For the day of the Lord is near in the valley of decision.” Zechariah 14:2 
prophecies, “For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city 
shall be taken.” 

God will do a final work in segregating a godly remnant from the last 
apostate elements of the nation of Israel. And, after the destruction of many of 
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the Jews in Israel, the remainder will be brought through the fire as pure gold, 
purified and prepared for leadership in Christ’s glorious kingdom that is 
about to be establish. Zechariah 13:8-9 describes it, “And it shall come to pass in 
all the land,” says the Lord, “That two-thirds in it shall be cut off and die, but one–
third shall be left in it: I will bring the one–third through the fire, will refine them 
as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and 
I will answer them. I will say, ‘This is My people’; and each one will say, ‘The 
Lord is my God.’” John says in Revelation 19:11-18, “Now I saw heaven opened, 
and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 
and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew 
except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is 
called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, 
that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod 
of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty 
God. And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS 
AND LORD OF LORDS. Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried 
with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, “Come and 
gather together for the supper of the great God, that you may eat the flesh of kings, 
the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who 
sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great.” 

God continues to work His plan for mankind.
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