
Israel and Today’s News #6
“Israel and Moses’ Prophecy”

The book of Deuteronomy is both a moving personal document and a 
striking prophecy. Moses, knowing that he would soon die, reiterated God’s 
covenant with Israel and also face the new generation that was to enter 
Canaan with the demand that they pledge their loyalty to Joshua, his divinely 
appointed successor. He pronounced glorious blessing upon them for obedience, 
and dire curses for disobedience. In addition to this, he gave a detailed picture 
of Israel’s future that is amazing in its accuracy. 

Moses predicted that the Israelites would not obey God and that they 
would be removed from their land, scattered among the nations and delivered 
to their enemies who would bitterly persecute them. Listen to Moses as he 
declares in Deuteronomy 28:63-67, “And it shall be, that just as the Lord rejoiced 
over you to do you good and multiply you, so the Lord will rejoice over you to 
destroy you and bring you to nothing; and you shall be plucked from off the land 
which you go to possess. Then the Lord will scatter you among all peoples, from 
one end of the earth to the other, and there you shall serve other gods, which 
neither you nor your fathers have known—wood and stone. And among those 
nations you shall find no rest, nor shall the sole of your foot have a resting place; 
but there the Lord will give you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and anguish of 
soul. Your life shall hang in doubt before you; you shall fear day and night, and 
have no assurance of life. In the morning you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were evening!’ 
And at evening you shall say, ‘Oh, that it were morning!’ because of the fear which 
terrifies your heart, and because of the sight which your eyes see.” 

This is indeed one of the most amazing prophecies in the entire Word of 
God, and all of it has been accomplished to the letter. Moses also foretold that 
day when the nation of Israel would return to the land of Canaan. He said in 
Deuteronomy 30:1-3, 6, “Now it shall come to pass, when all these things come 
upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call 
them to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God drives you, and you 
return to the Lord your God and obey His voice, according to all that I command 
you today, you and your children, with all your heart and with all your soul, that 
the Lord your God will bring you back from captivity, and have compassion on 
you, and gather you again from all the nations where the Lord your God has 
scattered you… And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of 
your descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, that you may live.” Comparing this prediction with that of Ezekiel 
36:24-28, and the prophet’s vision of the dry bones in chapter 37, it appears 
that although a remnant will return to the land of Israel in unbelief, the 
complete regathering of the Israelites and their permanent establishment in 
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the land will not be realized unto they have genuinely repented and returned 
to God. 

Down through the centuries the Jewish people in general have ignored 
some of their own Scripture. Speaking of the messiah, Psalm 22:16 declared, 
“they have pierced my hands and my feet.” Concerning the coming Christ, Isaiah 
53:5 declares, “He was pierced for our transgression, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 
we are healed.” Zechariah 12:10 tells us that someday the remnant of Israel, 
that has survived the Tribulation, will see the Savior, recognize Him, and weep 
tears of repentance and gratitude. Here are the prophet’s own words, “And I will 
pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace 
and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will 
mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves 
for a firstborn.” 

At first sight, Old Testament passages such as this would seem to 
indicate that the return of the Messiah causes Israel to repent. Other verses, 
however, make it clear that it is through the fires of affliction that the remnant 
turns to God. Peter plainly told the Jews that the promised times of refreshing, the 
Millennial Age, will not come unto they turn to Christ. Peter preached this message 
in Acts 3:19-20, “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 20 and 
that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before.” The New 
Scofield Reference Bible in the margin gives us the proper translation of these 
worlds. It renders these verses in this say, “Repent…so that the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord, and He shall send…Jesus Christ.” This 
is unquestionable the proper translation of the Greek text. We must therefore 
interpret the statements of the Old Testament in the light of this clear 
declaration. Israel’s conversion will precede the return of Christ when He 
returns WITH His saints to rule and reign in His glorious kingdom. The Great 
Tribulation, that will follow the Rapture of the Church, will be the means of 
Israel’s conversion and this will precede the glorious second coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to this earth. 

During the Tribulation, the world will experience its most grievous time 
in history. The opening of the fourth seal (Revelation 6:7-8), bring about the 
death of one-fourth of mankind. On the basis of our present population this 
means in the neighborhood of one billion people will die through various 
judgments. Revelation 9:13-21 tells us the judgments of the sixth trumpet 
destroys another one-third of those who survive the earlier plagues. Zechariah 
13:9 tells us that only one-third of the Jews will survive this period of Great 
Tribulation. 
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The brighter side of the picture can be seen in chapter 7 of Revelation. 
God seals 144,000 Jews who apparently turn to Him in genuine faith early in 
the Tribulation, and they become His “witnesses” – or “preachers” during the 
Tribulation. Revelation 7 reminds us that God supernaturally protects them, and 
they boldly proclaim His message. Revelation 7:9 says as a result of their ministry, 
“a great multitude from every nation, kindred and tongue are saved,” although 
Revelation 7:14 says many of those will die in that day of trouble. God, however, 
will preserve a remnant of saved Jews who will enter the millennium. The 
144,000, who are sealed in Revelation 7, are still intact when we see them in 
Revelation 14. These, together with those who have responded to their message, 
are the nucleus of a godly remnant that will welcome our Lord when He returns to 
reign. 

The Israelites who survive the Great Tribulation without turning to 
Christ, who have worshiped the Antichrist and his image (Revelation 13:8), 
will be purged out and will not enter the kingdom age. Ezekiel 20:34 and 38 
declares, “I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the countries 
where you are scattered, with a mighty hand, with an outstretched arm, and with 
fury poured out…I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who transgress 
against Me; I will bring them out of the country where they dwell, but they shall 
not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the Lord.” Therefore, it 
seems that only a relatively small percentage of the Israelites who go into the 
Tribulation will live through it to enter the Millennium. Only those who have 
been truly born again through faith in Christ will enter that glorious kingdom age. 

The government that the Lord Jesus will establish upon the earth will 
have its center in Jerusalem. Isaiah 2:3-4 prophesied of that day with thee words, 
“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion 
shall go forth the law,
 and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and 
rebuke many people; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war anymore.” 

Moreover, restored Israel will inherit the land God gave to Abraham 
and his seed for an everlasting possession. Ezekiel 36:33 and 36 declares, “Thus 
says the Lord God: “On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will 
also enable you to dwell in the cities, and the ruins shall be rebuilt…Then the 
nations which are left all around you shall know that I, the Lord, have rebuilt the 
ruined places and planted what was desolate. I, the Lord, have spoken it, and I will 
do it.” In Zechariah 14 we have a very graphic description of the tremendous 
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topographical changes that will take place in the land of Israel when the Lord 
descends to the Mount of Olives. The prophet pictures the armies of the nations 
converging upon Jerusalem for battle. Just when all appears very dark for the 
city of Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus returns, His feet standing upon the Mount of 
Olives. The armies of the enemy nations are destroyed as described in verses 
12 through 15. A great earthquake brings about a radical transformation of the 
entire land. The mountains that now surround Jerusalem will be flattened into 
a plain, and the Jerusalem will be elevated above the rest of the terrain. The 
city that is now nestled between the mountains will be situated on a high hill, 
and from it will flow living water into both the Dead Sea and the 
Mediterranean. This supernatural water supply will break forth from the ground 
in Jerusalem, and become a great stream. Zechariah 14:14-11 says this, “And in 
that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the 
east and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to west, making a very 
large valley; half of the mountain shall move toward the north and half of it toward 
the south. Then you shall flee through My mountain valley, for the mountain valley 
shall reach to Azal. Yes, you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days 
of Uzziah king of Judah. Thus the Lord my God will come, and all the saints with 
You. It shall come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the lights will 
diminish. It shall be one day, which is known to the Lord - either neither day nor 
night. But at evening time it shall happen that it will be light. And in that day it 
shall be that living waters shall flow from Jerusalem, half of them toward the 
eastern sea and half of them toward the western sea; in both summer and winter it 
shall occur. And the Lord shall be King over all the earth. In that day it shall be - 
“The Lord is one,” and His name one. All the land shall be turned into a plain from 
Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem. Jerusalem shall be raised up and inhabited in 
her place from Benjamin’s Gate to the place of the First Gate and the Corner Gate, 
and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s winepresses. The people shall dwell in 
it; and no longer shall there be utter destruction, but Jerusalem shall be safely 
inhabited.” Even Egypt and Assyria, bitter enemies of Israel down through the 
ages, will have a part in the blessing of this glorious age. Isaiah 19:22-25 
contains a wonderful message of hope for all the people of the Middle East. 
Listen to this prophecy: “And the Lord will strike Egypt, He will strike and heal it; 
they will return to the Lord, and He will be entreated by them and heal them. In 
that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian will come 
into Egypt and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians will serve with the 
Assyrians. In that day Israel will be one of three with Egypt and Assyria—a 
blessing in the midst of the land, whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, 
“Blessed is Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My 
inheritance.” 

The Bible expressly declares that Egypt will someday turn to God, and 
along with Assyria and Israel, enjoy great prosperity in the Millennial 
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Kingdom. Inasmuch as Assyria does not exist by that name today many 
commentators agree that it has reference to Syria and her neighboring 
powers. Though Israel is mentioned third in verse 24, this does not mean the third 
in power or rank. The priority of Israel is still indicated in that Israel is called 
“God’s inheritance.” Peace will come to the troubled Middle East. The Arab 
nations and Israel, along with Egypt will live together in beautiful harmony. God 
will call Egypt “His people,” and the land will know blessedness beyond 
anything it has yet experienced. 

That which God has in mind for Egypt and Assyria will be shared by all 
other nations. All the earth will participate in the benefits of the reign of Jesus 
Christ. Looking forward to this day of universal blessing, the Psalmist said in 
Psalm 96:10-13, “Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns; the world also is 
firmly established, it shall not be moved; He shall judge the peoples righteously.” 
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and all its 
fullness; let the field be joyful, and all that is in it. 
 Then all the trees of the woods will rejoice before the Lord. For He is coming, for 
He is coming to judge the earth. He shall judge the world with righteousness, 
 and the peoples with His truth.” 

Those wonderful prophetic truths are thrilling to those who know Jesus 
Christ as Messiah and Savior.
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