
Israel and Today’s News #5
“Daniel’s 70th Week”

One of the key passage to a proper understanding of Bible prophecy and 
the future of Israel is found in the 9th chapter of Daniel. A correct 
interpretation of this portion of God’s Word is a key that will unlock  many 
other prophetic pronouncements. Let’s look at Daniel 9:24-27, “Seventy weeks 
are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to 
make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. “Know 
therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and 
build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two 
weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times. 
“And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and 
the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. 
The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are 
determined. Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the 
middle of the week he shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering, and on the wing 
of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, 
which is determined, is poured out on the desolate.” 

This is a mysterious and perplexing sounding passage of Scripture, 
especially to those who have not made a study of it previously. However, if we 
keep a few things in mind, it isn’t as difficult to interpret as it at first appears.

Notice first that the predictions in these verses concerning the Jews and 
the city of Jerusalem. God reveals to Daniel “Seventy week (literally, ‘Seventy 
sevens’) are decreed for YOUR PEOPLE and YOUR HOLY CITY” – (in order to 
accomplish six things):“ 

(1) to finish the transgression. 
(2) to put an end to sin. 
(3) to atone for wickedness. 
(4) to bring in everlasting righteousness. 
(5) to seal up the vision and prophecy. 
(6) to anoint the most holy. 

Since Daniel was a Jew, and the Jew’s holy city was Jerusalem, we must 
of necessity apply that which follows to Israel. This does not have reference to 
the Church.

Keeping in mind that these predictions concern Israel, let’s analyze the 
significance and the real meaning of some of the key phrases in verse 24. Note 
that they all point forward to some wonderful blessings awaiting God’s chosen 
people. There are six statements in this verse that foretell some of the glory 
awaiting them. 

1



The King James translation states, “seventy WEEKS,” however, there is 
universal agreement that the Hebrew word translated “weeks” (or “sevens” in 
some translations) in verse 24 actually means “SEVEN YEARS.” The 
Hebrews reckoned 7 years as “a week,” as well as 7 days. Daniel’s seventy 
weeks – or 70 7’s – would add up to 490 years. According to this it will be after a 
period of 490 years of God’s special dealings with the Jewish people and the 
city of Jerusalem that the six-fold blessings enumerated in verse 24 will 
become a reality. 

1. First, we need to understand that the declaration that “Seventy 
‘WEEKS’ (70 7’s – or – 490 years) are decreed…to finish the transgression.” 
This means precisely what it says in our English versions. The Hebrew word 
“kala” that is translated as, “finish” means “to complete.” For that reason it 
would be erroneous to render this phase, “to atone for transgressions,” as 
some render it. Daniel had been confessing the sins of Israel, and is assured by 
God that the time will come when they will no longer live in disobedience to 
Him.

2. The phrase “to make an end of sin,” declares that sin will be brought 
under complete control. In Job 37:7 this Hebrew word translated “make an end 
of,” found here in Daniel 9:24, is rendered as “He (God) seals up.” Here in Daniel 
9:24 it refers to the fact that sin will be brought under full restraint by 
Christ’s Divine government. 

3. The expression, “to make reconciliation for iniquity,” refers to the 
effective realization of the reconciliation the Lord Jesus wrought at Calvary. 
This will take place when Israel, as a nation, turns to Jesus Christ in faith. 

4. “To bring in everlasting righteousness,” also expresses a promise that 
awaits Israel’s conversion and will be experienced under the righteous rule of 
the Messiah. 

5. The assertion that “seventy sevens are determined to seal up the 
vision and prophecy,” obviously points to something still future. Many of the 
prophetic announcements are yet unfulfilled, but their absolute authenticity 
will be established when Christ returns in power and great glory. 

6. “To anoint the most Holy,” definitely refers to the Holy of Holies in a 
reconstructed Temple. The Jews will have a new Temple that God will anoint 
and acknowledge at the beginning of the millennial Age, as He did the 
Tabernacle, and also the Temple built by Solomon. 
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All of these things were promised by God through Daniel to Israel and 
are yet future, for He declared that they would follow the period of “seventy 
sevens” – or 490 years! 

Let’s continue studying in verses 25 and 26, “Know therefore and 
understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build 
Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two 
weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times. And 
after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself…” The 
Hebrew reads like this, “Now listen and understand! Seven sets of seven plus 
sixty-two sets of seven will pass from the time the command is given to rebuild 
Jerusalem until a ruler—the Anointed One—comes. Jerusalem will be rebuilt with 
streets and strong defenses, despite the perilous times. After this period of sixty-
two sets of seven, the Anointed One will be killed, appearing to have accomplished 
nothing…” 

Notice that Daniel prophesies that there will be, first, seven sevens (or 49 
years) followed by 62 sevens (or, another 44 years) – from the date of the 
issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the appearance of 
the Messiah there would be a span of 69 “sevens” – or 483 years. 

The problem we face here is the time the decree is issued to “restore and 
rebuild Jerusalem.” There seems to be disagreements between biblical as well 
as secular scholars in this matter. 

For example, Sir Robert Anderson calculated that from the time of the 
issuance of Artaxerxes’ decree in 44 B.C. to the day of Christ’s triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem amounts to the exact 483 prophetic years. A “prophetic” 
year consists of 360 days (and 483 such years would total 173,880 days). 

Others contend that we cannot be completely certain about some of 
these dates, and believe instead that the reckoning should begin with the 
return of Ezra to Jerusalem in 458 B.C. Using standard chronological years, 
483 years from that point, would bring us to the beginning of Christ’s 
ministry at His baptism – about 26 A.D. 

In either case we have a striking fulfillment of prophecy as the Messiah 
appeared on schedule. If we had all the facts and could construct a completely 
accurate chronology, we could pinpoint the exact date foreseen by the prophet 
Daniel, and the coming of the Lord, when he came to earth to die, would 
perfectly coincided with it.

Verse 26 tells us what will happen after the 69 sevens, or 483 years, and 
before the beginning of the last week – the 70th – of this prophetic period 
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described by Daniel for “his people” – the Jewish nation. Here Daniel clearly 
portrays the crucifixion of Jesus Christ – “Messiah shall be cut off.” However, 
verse 26 continues, “…and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the 
end of the war desolations are determined.” The Hebrew says, “and a king will 
arise whose armies will destroy the city and the Temple. They will be 
overwhelmed as with a flood, and war and its miseries are decreed from that time 
to the very end.” 

Not only is Christ’s crucifixion – (“Messiah would be cut off”) – is 
described by Daniel in this prophecy of verse 26, which he declares will take 
place after the 69 sevens of years (or, 483 years), but he also clearly describes 
the subsequent destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. – (“the people of the 
prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary.”) It is 
important to note that, after Messiah is cut off, the phrase, “and the people of 
the prince,” a small “p” used for the word “prince,” and not a capital “P” – 
whereas “Messiah,” is capitalized – “Messiah, the Prince” is capitalized in 
verse 25. The New International Version uses the term “ruler” in verse 26, but it is 
all the same thought. The reason a small letter “p” for “prince” in verse 27 is 
because it does not refer to Christ, but to the Antichrist, whereas, in verse 25, 
when “Prince” is used, it is capitalized, because it refers to Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

Verse 26 says, “…and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the 
end of the war desolations are determined.” Then there is a “gap” that exists 
between the 69th and the 70th “seven of sevens!” 

 This “gap” or “break” is brought about by of God’s dealings with Israel 
at the time of Christ’s crucifixion, resurrection and the Day of Pentecost, with 
the commencement of the Church Age. God’s time clock, that had been 
ticking off the “seven of sevens” of Daniel’s prophecy has stopped, and will 
not commence again until the Lord takes the Church out of the world.

 To understand this, we must keep in mind that this prophecy of Daniel 
deals with “his people” (the Jewish people) and “his city” (Jerusalem), Daniel 
9:24, and the events predicted have to do with Israel. Note, too, that verse 26 
refers to, “the PEOPLE of the prince (the antichrist) that shall come to destroy the 
city and the sanctuary.” The “people of the prince,” the armies of the Roman 
Empire, did come, in 70 A.D., and destroy Jerusalem. Titus and his armies 
swept down on the land of Israel and destroyed the city and the sanctuary, 
and drove the children of Israel into all the lands of the world – fulfilling this 
prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem, and its Temple, bringing the 

4



desolation prophesied in Daniel 9:26, all, exactly as God said would happen, 
and on God’s time table. It is any wonder that Jesus, a few days before He was 
crucified, recalling the words of Daniel prophesying of this terrible coming 
catastrophe, wept, as He said, “The days will come upon you when your enemies 
will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every 
side. They will dash you in the ground, you and the children within your walls. 
They will lot leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of 
God’s coming to you” (Luke 19:43-44). 

The “gap,” or parentheses, between the 69th “seven of sevens” and the 
70th “seven of sevens,” is this present Church Age – held a “mystery” in the 
Old Testament (Ephesians 3:3-6). Romans 9:10-11, makes it clear that God, 
for this period of time (over 2000 years now), has “set aside” Israel and is 
dealing with all mankind through His Church, the Body of Christ on the earth 
today. 

Now, looking at verse 27 we see some very precise statements 
concerning Israel’s future during the 70th “seven of years,” (or, week) when 
God’s plan and purposes for the nation of Israel will be rendered in a very 
specific way. Daniel 9:27 says, “Then he (the antichrist, introduced in verse 26) 
shall confirm a covenant with many for one week; but in the middle of the week 
He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering and on the wing of abominations 
shall be one who makes desolate, even until the consummation, which is 
determined, is poured out on the desolate.” The Hebrew reads like this, “This king 
will make a seven-year treaty with the people, but after half that time, he will break 
his pledge and stop the Jews from all their sacrifices and their offerings; then, as a 
climax to all his terrible deeds, the Enemy shall utterly defile the sanctuary of God. 
But in God's time and plan, his judgment will be poured out upon this Evil One.” 

The “he” in this verse, 27, refers back to the coming prince, the one 
whose people (the Romans) destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 A.D. He 
will make a seven-year pact with Israel – (Remember that this prophecy has to 
do with Daniel’s people, the Jews, and his holy city, Jerusalem). The Jews, at 
least a representative group of them, will be in the land of Israel (or, Palestine), and 
they will feel secure in this agreement with the wicked prince, who is the 
Antichrist. He will honor his contract for three and one-half years. During that 
time the Jews will build a Temple, and they will set up some form of worship. 
Suddenly, however, this world dictator will turn against them, and in the wing of 
their Temple he will erect an image that he will insist they must worship. Daniel 
predicted this when he said in this verse, 27, “In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will 
put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the Temple he will set up an 
abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on 
him.” 
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The final words found in this verse, “for the overspreading of 
abominations he shall make it desolate,” are clearly related to a prophecy that 
Jesus Himself made concerning this abomination of desolation. Jesus says in 
Matthew 24:15-16, “When you therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso reads, let him 
understand:) Then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains.” Other 
Scripture passages, including 2 Thessalonians 2:4, “Who opposes and exalts 
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sits in 
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.” And Revelation 13:14-18, 
“And deceives them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which 
he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, 
that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and 
did live. And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image 
of the beast should both speak, and cause that, as many as would not worship the 
image of the beast should be killed. And he causes all, both small and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 
And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the 
beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom. Let him that has understanding 
count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six 
hundred threescore and six.” Each of these indicate that an image will be 
erected by the coming Antichrist, and that refusal to worship this idol will 
trigger a period of dreadful persecution, primarily for the Jews, but for all the 
other inhabitants of the earth as well.

Let’s look  briefly at the 11th chapter of Daniel that tells us that Egypt 
and Syria are also involved in a very special way in God’s prophetic program. 
In addition to a preview of Israel’s history from the time of their subjugation 
by Persia onward, we see in Daniel 11 the rise of Alexander the Great – the 
division of his kingdom at his death – the appearance of Antiochus Epiphanes 
and his cruel persecution – and – the Maccabean revolt. Many other historic 
details are foretold with astounding accuracy. All these things prophesied in the 
first 35 verses have been literally fulfilled. Verses 36 through 44, however, 
point to the future. Almost all Bible commentators, regardless of the position they 
take concerning the antichrist and the return of Jesus Christ, agree that these 
predictions have never yet been fulfilled. Daniel 11:40-43 gives us this insight, 
“And at the time of the end shall the king of the south push at him: and the king of 
the north shall come against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with 
horsemen, and with many ships; and he shall enter into the countries, and shall 
overflow and pass over. He shall enter also into the glorious land, and many 
countries shall be overthrown: but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom, 
and Moab, and the chief of the children of Ammon. He shall stretch forth his hand 
also upon the countries: and the land of Egypt shall not escape. But he shall have 
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power over the treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the precious things of 
Egypt: and the Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps.” 

There are three powerful characters in this picture: the “king of the 
south”; the “king of the north” and the king who is introduced in verse 36 as 
the one who “will do according to his will” – the Antichrist. “The king of the 
south,” in the Bible is always Egypt – and, “the king of the north,” is Syria – 
probably in a confederacy with the other Arab nations. They will unite in their 
opposition to the Antichrist, but he will be victorious. The Antichrist will then 
pass through Israel (Palestine), permitting some countries to escape his 
vengeance, but plundering Egypt along with Libya and Ethiopia. Now hear 
what Daniel says as he continues in verses 44-45 and predicts what is to follow: 
“But tidings out of the east and out of the north shall trouble him: therefore he shall 
go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many. And he shall 
plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; 
yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.” 

While the Antichrist is engaged in securing his victory over the rebels in 
the Middle East, he will receive news from the east and the north that will 
trouble him. He will come up through Israel (Palestine) with a fury and a rage 
that will lead him to destroy and exterminate many in that land. He will build 
a palace on the Mount of Olives from which a person would be able to see both 
from the Mediterranean and from the Dead Sea. This will be done in a 
blasphemous attempt to insult the true God, the very one to whom many of 
the Jews will have turned. Here in the Holy Land, however, the Antichrist will 
meet with disaster. The Lord Himself will bring bout his overwhelming defeat. 

Further details concerning the final doom of the antichrist in Israel are 
given in Zechariah 14. Jerome, writing in the 4th century, declared, “No one shall 
be able to assist the Antichrist as the Lord vents His fury upon him…Antichrist is 
going to perish in that spot from which our Lord ascended to heaven.” 

Yes, the day is coming when Israel, Egypt and the Arab nations will 
have a common enemy. This man, the Antichrist, will cause them great 
suffering as he unwittingly becomes God’s chastening rod. When God’s 
purpose has been accomplished through him, however, the Lord will destroy him 
utterly. What a comfort it is to know that although the world scene darkens and sin 
runs rampant on every hand, Habakkuk 2:14 promises, “the earth will be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 

The things which are transpiring before our eyes today should alert us 
to the lateness of the hour, the nearness of our Lord’s return. Jesus said this in 
Luke 21:28, “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
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