
Israel and Today’s News #4
“The Rightful Heirs of the Land of Israel”

It is a biblical fact; the descendants Abraham were given the land of 
Canaan in a free, unconditional and unchangeable grant from God. This can 
be very clearly seen in Genesis 17:7-8 where God declares, “And I will establish 
My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants 
after you.  Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you 
are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be 
their God.” 

Not all of Abraham’s offspring have a right to this Promised Land, 
however, since the Lord specifically identified the son through whom this 
promise would be realized. God said to Abraham in Genesis 21:12, “…in ISAAC 
your seed shall be called.” The rightful possessors of the land then are only 
those descendants of Abraham through Isaac, and these people are known to 
us today as Jews, or Israelites. Therefore, the unmistakable condition laid down 
by God Himself that, “…in Isaac your seed shall be called,” rules out the Arab 
nations as legitimate claimants to the land. Although the lineage of some of them 
can be traced to Abraham, it goes back not through Isaac, but rather through 
Ishmael. It was Ishmael, the son of Abraham by Hagar, who became the 
father of the Bedouins, the wandering nomadic tribes of the Middle East. 
Isaac, on the other hand, was the progenitor of the Jewish people also called 
Israelites. It was to them, through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that God gave 
the title deed to the land of Israel – also called “Palestine.” 

The history of the Israelites is such that some dispute the identity of the 
Jews as the true Israel and relegate their promises and rights to others. You 
might recall that by a series of providential circumstances, including the sale 
of Joseph by his brethren into slavery, God arranged that the family of Jacob 
should spend 400 years in Egypt. Here they were able to live in isolation and 
become a great nation. When the time came for them to leave the land of Egypt, 
the Lord in His providence brought about conditions that made the people of 
Israel eager to leave. Through a series of supernatural judgments God secured 
their release and then miraculously guided them through forty years of 
wilderness wandering. He gave them His law, granted them entrance into Canaan, 
and helped them defeat their enemies. 

However, Israel never fully obeyed God, and therefore did not enjoy the 
complete realization of His promises. Although He gave them a period of great 
blessing under the reign of David, and the power of the nation reached its 
zenith when Solomon was King, Solomon’s luxurious living and expensive 
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tastes placed a great burden of taxation upon the people. Under Rehoboam, 
Solomon’s successor, the unrest led to a split into two separate kingdoms. The ten 
northern tribes who did not accept as king the descendants of David, soon fell 
into gross idolatry and vile pagan practices. The two southern tribes, Judah 
and Benjamin, retained the Davidic dynasty and the divinely ordained Temple 
worship. Israel, (the 10 northern tribes) was conquered by Assyria in 721 B.C. and 
the most desirable people were taken captive into the various parts of the Assyrian 
empire. A similar fate befell Judah (the 2 southern tribes) at the hands of 
Babylon in 586 B.C. some 140 years after Israel’s captivity began. Because of 
all this division and dispersion, you may hear some Bible teachers claim that 
the ten tribes called “Israel” are the Anglo-Saxon people, and that the present-
day Jews represent the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin only. These theorists 
tell you that the ten tribes, after being taken into captivity, migrated to England, 
and that England and the United States are now the true Israel. They falsely relate 
the promises that apply to the millennial kingdom age to present-day England 
and the United States. This whole system of thought leads to utter confusion 
and is hardly worthy of consideration. A few historical and Scriptural facts will 
prove this position to be untenable. 

There is nothing that indicates that the ten tribes were ever really lost. 
When they were taken into captivity in 721 B.C., the depopulation of Canaan 
was by no means complete. Many of the remaining inhabitants joined with Judah 
at that time. Furthermore, when the two tribes were taken into captivity 140 
years later, they went to the very same area when the ten tribes had been 
carried. Ezekiel was taken captive under Nebuchadnezzar just ten years 
before the complete conquest of Judah. But the River Chebar in the district of 
Gozan, was in one of the very areas where the people of the ten tribes had settled 
(Ezekiel 1:1). After 70 years some of the Jews return to Palestine, and they 
were recognized as representing the twelve tribes. In Ezra 6:17, we red that the 
children of Israel, “For the dedication of this house of God…for all Israel, twelve 
male goats, one for each of the tribes of Israel.” 

The history of Israel and Judah after the captivity is no longer the story 
of two distinct national groups – some from all TWELVE tribes returned to 
Jerusalem under Ezra and Nehemiah. With the accession to power of 
Alexander the Great, many Jews settled in what is now known at Palestine, 
and also in colonies – in Asia Minor – Cyprus, – Crete – on the coast and 
island of the Aegean Sea – in Macedonia – and other parts of southern Europe 
– even in Egypt – and the northern coast of Africa – while some even made 
their way eastward as far as India and China. Wherever they went they 
established synagogues where they met weekly for the reading of the Old 
Testament Scriptures. When the celebration of the great Jewish feasts were 
held, millions of Jews crowded into Jerusalem. All those whose religious faith 
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was connected with Moses, and who still looked to Jerusalem as the Holy City 
were considered Jews. They represented all twelve tribes. Therefore, when James 
wrote to Jewish Christians of the dispersion, he addressed them as follows: “…to 
the TWELVE tribes which are scattered abroad, greetings.” 

Occasionally you may hear something said about the Stone of Scone, the 
stone under the coronation throne in Westminster Abby where the Kings and 
Queens of England are crowned. Legend has it that this stone, which once 
resided in the famous Abbey of Scone, a village of Scotland, is the stone Jacob 
used for a pillow when he fled from his brother Esau. Scientists who have 
analyzed the stone and found it to be definitely of Scottish origin have proved this 
legend used to substantiate the Anglo-Israel theory, to be a ridiculous legend and 
completely untrue. 

Therefore, the assertion that England and the United States are now the 
true Israel is without a semblance of truth. It has no foundation either in 
Scripture or secular history. The Jewish people are Israel! There are many who 
hate them, and who, therefore, resent the glorious destiny the Bible portrays 
for them. We certainly do not contend that the Israelites are right in 
everything they do. On the other hand, we know that much of the hatred for, and 
propaganda against, the Jew is Satanically inspired. Every Christian owes a great 
debt to the Jews, for Romans 3:2 tells us  “…they have been entrusted with the 
very words of God.” 

Furthermore, our Lord Jesus Christ was born of the seed of David, 
according to the flesh, and therefore was a Jew. He lived His life in obedience 
to the Law, and presented Himself to the Jews as their Messiah. The Jewish 
people, miraculously preserved by God through over 2000 years of dispersion and 
persecution, will one day realize their glorious destiny. 

Today millions of Jews are living in Palestine and, to a great extent are 
reviving many of their distinctive historic features and customs. However, the 
religious faith of the vast majority is neither true Judaism, nor Christianity. 
Only a few are orthodox Jews, who seriously believe that the nation should live 
under the Mosaic Law in genuine expectation of the promised Messiah. Most of 
them hold to a modified and liberalized Judaism, and some are atheists. We 
thank God for what he is doing among the Jewish people, however, percentage 
wise, very few accept Jesus Christ as their true Messiah or look  for God 
literally to fulfill the Old Testament Scriptures sometime in the future. 
However, they still look upon the land of Israel (“ Palestine”) as the country of 
great promise for them. 
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The present condition of Israel was depicted by one of the prophets over 
twenty-five hundred years ago. Hosea’s wife, Gomer, had been unfaithful to 
him – she left him and lived wickedly, falling so law that she was offered for 
salve at a slave market. Hosea goes to the Slave Market, purchases her, and 
brings her back to his home. He told her that she would no longer be able to 
consort with her former lovers, and that she would abide in his home for 
many days, but not as his wife. She would be free from her former sinful 
companions, but would not be in a true marital union with him (Hosea). By 
application of this principle to Israel, God inspired Hosea to say this in Hosea 3:4, 
“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king or prince, without 
sacrifice or sacred pillar, without ephod or teraphim” [an image to consult for 
guidance]. The Hebrew reads like this, “It will also be a long time before Israel has 
a king or before sacrifices are offered at the Temple or before there is any way to 
get guidance from God.” From the year 70 A.D. onward this has been true. The 
Jewish people have been without a king or a prince. They had had no united 
sacrificial system, but they have also been free from the superstitious relics of 
heathenism as represented by the image, ephod, and teraphim. They have not 
continued in their own ancient faith, but neither have they embraced the false 
religious systems of others. 

Remember, it is not until Israel, as a nation, accepts Jesus Christ as 
their true Messiah, will this world see universal prosperity, economic justice, 
political righteousness and international peace. Before Israel turns to Jesus 
Christ, it will pass through a period of persecution and suffering beyond 
anything yet experienced. The Bible has a great deal to say about this dreadful 
time. From the human standpoint it will be much pain and suffering, but out 
of it will issue a nation that has turned to God. Daniel and Zechariah agree on 
this. We read in Daniel 12:1, “At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince 
who stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your 
people shall be delivered, 
 every one who is found written in the book.” Zechariah writes in Zechariah 
13:8-9, “And it shall come to pass in all the land,” says the Lord, 
“That two-thirds in it shall be cut off and die, but one–third shall be left in it: I will 
bring the one–third through the fire, will refine them as silver is refined, 
 and test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will answer 
them. I will say, ‘This is My people’; and each one will say, ‘The Lord is my 
God.’” 

Israel’s restoration to God’s favor will be the means by which they will 
become indeed a great blessing to all the earth. Even Egypt and Assyria and the 
other nations that now hate Israel so bitterly will share in the blessing if God – 
Isaiah 19:23-25 declares, “In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to 
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Assyria, and the Assyrian will come into Egypt and the Egyptian into Assyria, and 
the Egyptians will serve with the Assyrians. In that day Israel will be one of three 
with Egypt and Assyria—a blessing in the midst of the land, whom the Lord of 
hosts shall bless, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My people, and Assyria the work of My 
hands, and Israel My inheritance.” 

When the Jews turn to God, they will have undisputed possession of the 
whole land of Canaan, and all the earth will share in the blessings of the 
coming golden age.
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