
Israel and Today’s News #3
“The Struggle Over Israel”

The struggle and unrest in the land of Israel in these modern days is 
nothing new to that region. It is, rather, a continuation of the strife that for 
centuries has characterized that particular portion of the globe. Many wars 
have been waged, and much blood has been shed as the armies of succeeding 
generations have battled again and again for possession of the same parched, 
barren and bleak area. 

The conflict started in Abraham’s day, when his two famous sons; 
Ishmael, the eldest son born of an Egyptian slave woman and Isaac, the 
youngest son, born of Sarah (Genesis 21:8). For centuries, Ishmael dwelt in 
the land, then, in 1948, Isaac arrived. The clash between them brings the fear of 
a full-scale war, involving the whole world. 

Not only are the nations of earth interested in the Middle East, but that 
part of the world has always had – and continues to have – a very unique 
position in God’s program and purpose. This area is he cradle of human 
civilization. Adam and Eve were placed, by God in the Garden of Eden located 
near the Euphrates Rivers (Genesis 2:14). 

The nation of Egypt was in world power in the days of the prophets, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel and boasted of a longer line of kings than any 
other nation in the history of mankind. Egypt was considered the granary of 
the world. Egypt was eminent in science, a nation of luxury and magnificence. 
Egypt led all of civilization in her progress. Like the pyramids, she defied 
time, or the forces of nature, to change her. God prophesies in the 29th and 30th 
chapters of Ezekiel concerning Egypt, and in 29:14 He says that Egypt would 
never “be completely destroyed, or utterly extinction but that she would become 
the bases (weakest) of all the kingdoms of the world and ruled by strangers.” 
Centuries passed after Ezekiel prophesied these words, however, the time 
came when Egypt fell. Egypt would do just as God said. No nation will ever 
change God’s Word. One historian writes, “One of the greatest calamities of all the 
world happened when Egypt was conquered by the Babylonians in 571 B.C. The 
invaders burned Egypt’s world-famous library, which supplied fuel for six 
months.” Since that time, Egypt has been ruled by eight different nations, just 
as God had predicted.

The writing of the prophets of old read like today’s newspaper! We 
spend a little more time talking about Egypt in Bible prophecy at a later time 
in our study, but now back to Israel. 
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Israel is a natural corridor between the North as an outlet for trade with 
the southern countries. Israel is a bridge between three continents – (Europe, 
Asia and Africa). The nations, seeking to control the world, needs the resources of 
untapped and undeveloped wealth, which lie in Israel, making her the most 
strategic and desired piece of real estate in the entire world. Presently, it would 
seem that Russia’s policy is to let others do the fronting of conflict while she 
merely stirs up trouble, letting others do the fighting, planning to swoop in at 
the end and reap the harvest. 

It was to Canaan that God called Abraham when He commanded him to 
leave his father’s house. Genesis 12:1-3 tells us, “Now the Lord had said to 
Abram: “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, 
 to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; 
 I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless 
those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; 
 and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Although the land of 
Canaan was not specifically named by God in this promise, Abraham knew this 
was where the Lord wanted him to go for verse 5 declares, “And Abram took Sarai 
his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, 
and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land 
of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came.” 

It was to the descendants of Abraham that God gave the entire land 
from the River Nile in Egypt northward to the River Euphrates and bounded 
by the Mediterranean Sea. This is an area of some 250,00 square miles. It 
includes most of the Sinai Peninsula, Edom, Transjordan, Negev, Syria, and in 
general the areas occupied by the Arabian nations. We read in Genesis 15:18, “On 
the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: “To your descendants 
I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River 
Euphrates.” This is the only area on earth given by God to a certain people 
long before they actually became a nation. 

In addition to this the Lord specified which one of Abraham’s sons would be 
the heir of this portion of land, as seen in Genesis 21:12, “But God said to 
Abraham, “Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad or because 
of your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; for in 
Isaac your seed shall be called.” The Bible makes it clear the descendants of 
Abraham through Isaac are the rightful owners of the entire land of Canaan.

We also find that God gave this land to Abraham’s seed without any 
strings attached. The unconditional nature of this gift is clearly declared in 
Genesis 17:7-8, where the Lord said, “And I will establish My covenant between 
Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you. Also I give to you and 
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your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of 
Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” 

When the Lord, some 400 years after Abraham, gave Israel its 
constitution at Mt. Sinai, He predicted that the people would disobey Him, 
and that they would be driven out of Canaan and scattered among the nation. 
Leviticus 26:32-33 gives us this insight into God warning, “I will bring the land to 
desolation, and your enemies who dwell in it shall be astonished at it. I will scatter 
you among the nations and draw out a sword after you; your land shall be desolate 
and your cities waste.” 

History stands as proof of the literal fulfillment of this prophecy. In 721 
B.C. the northern ten tribes were carried away into captivity by Assyria. 
About 140 years later in 586 B.C. the southern two tribes were taken into Babylon. 
Seventy years later a handful of about 40,000 returned to the land of Israel 
under Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah, but all the rest were scattered to the 
four corners of the earth. In 70 A.D. under Titus the Roman, Jerusalem was 
utterly destroyed and the remnant dispersed among the nations. Bible 
Prophecy has a great deal to say about other countries, but only of Canaan do we 
find such a complete and entire history so minutely foretold. It was in Canaan 
that Jesus Christ was born, lived, died and rose from the grave. It was from 
this land that the teaching of the Gospel went out to all the earth. The glorious 
message of redemption, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, had its beginning in 
this area of the world. 

The significance of the land of Palestine did not end, however, with the 
ascension of Jesus Christ, nor even with the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 
A.D. God is not finished with the Jewish nation, nor with the land that He 
gave them to fully possess. One of the greatest miracles of all ages has been the 
preservation of the Jews in fulfillment of God’s promise found in Leviticus 
26:44-46, “Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not 
cast them away, nor shall I abhor them, to utterly destroy them and break My 
covenant with them; for I am the Lord their God. But for their sake I will 
remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt 
in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I am the Lord.’” These are the 
statutes and judgments and laws which the Lord made between Himself and the 
children of Israel on Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.”

Today, after centuries of catastrophic judgments, there are many times 
more Jews than there were in the most splendid days of David and Solomon. 
This is amazing when we consider that one million, one hundred thousand, 
Jews were killed by Titus in 70 A.D., and that for 1800 years the Jews were 
homeless and bitterly persecuted. In addition to this, our own generation has 
witnessed the brutal massacre of some six million of them under Hitler. The fact 
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that there are Jews today is a miracle in itself. Other peoples living under such 
extreme circumstances would long ago have lost their identity. Their very 
existence in the state of Israel today makes this a double miracle that is absolutely 
without parallel among the nations. The words of God in Isaiah 66:22 have been 
fulfilled, “For as the new heavens and the new earth
 which I will make shall remain before Me,” says the Lord, “So shall your 
descendants and your name remain.” 

In the light of the prophetic Scriptures, the presence of the Jews in the 
land of Israel today is of tremendous significance, even though they have 
returned to the land in unbelief. According to Ezekiel 36:24-28, it is after the 
return of a remnant that the nation of Israel will be converted to Jesus Christ, 
and begin to live for God’s glory. Here are the Lord’s own words as recorded in 
Ezekiel 36 and directed to God’s chosen people, “For I will take you from among 
the heathen, and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you into your own 
land. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all 
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, 
and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall 
be my people, and I will be your God.” 

Moreover, in Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones in Ezekiel 37:1-14, the 
bones are brought together and are clothed with flesh before they receive the 
breath of life. The regathering of Israel in unbelief, then, is a necessary 
condition for the complete fulfillment of prophecy. 

The land of Palestine also holds a unique place in God’s program since 
it is here that the final overthrow of the armies of Russia will take place. 
Ezekiel, chapters 38 and 39, give a vivid description of its supernatural and 
crushing defeat. That this passage of Scripture deals with Russia is clear both 
from linguistic considerations and from the geographical location of that country as 
the great power directly to the north of land of Israel. When Israel shall be 
dwelling in peace and safety, feeling completely secure, then Russia will come 
down upon the land. The prophet Ezekiel records God’s prediction of that day in 
Ezekiel 38:11-12 and 16, “For as the new heavens and the new earth
 which I will make shall remain before Me,” says the Lord, 
 “So shall your descendants and your name remain…For as the new heavens and 
the new earth
 which I will make shall remain before Me,” says the Lord, 
 “So shall your descendants and your name remain.” The rest of this 38th 
chapter of Ezekiel and a large portion of chapter 39 describe the defeat of 
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these armies from the north. Ezekiel places the fulfillment of this prophecy in 
“the latter years” and “the later days.” Ezekiel 39:22-29 specifies the time as 
coming before the final regathering and conversion of Israel.  

Another reason God is vitally interested in the land of Israel is that this 
area will play an important part in the career of the Antichrist, the coming 
political world ruler. In Daniel 9:27, we are told that this dictator will make a 
seven-year pact with those Jews who are in the land of Israel at the time of his 
accession to power. In the middle of this seven-year period he will deliberately 
break this treaty and inaugurate an intense persecution of the Jewish people that 
will precipitate the most dreadful time in their troubled history. Here is the exact 
account as given in Daniel 9:27, “And he (the Antichrist) shall confirm the 
covenant with many (of Israel) for one week (Israel counts seven years as ‘a 
week.’) and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even 
until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

 
The Battle of Armageddon, in which the Antichrist meets his final 

defeat, will also be fought in the land of Canaan. This battle is described in 
Zechariah 14 and Revelation 19. Zechariah 4:14 reminds us when Jesus Christ 
returns to earth “in power and great glory” to destroy Israel’s enemies and to 
establish His earthly Kingdom, He will establish His victorious stance on the 
Mount of Olives. He will then bring peace, justice and prosperity to this weary 
world. 

Isaiah 2:3-4 tells us the city from which the Lord will rule will be Jerusalem, 
“Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in 
His paths. ”For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and rebuke many people; they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.” It is 
obvious the land of Canaan, its capital city, Jerusalem, and the nation of Israel 
are indeed precious in God’s sight. In fact, the Lord has given both a promise 
and a warning in relation to Israel. God said this in Genesis 12:3, “I will bless 
those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; 
 and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” The prophet Zechariah, 
declaring God’s love for the historic people of Israel and their beloved city of 
Jerusalem, said, “Whoever touches you touches the apple of His (God’s) eye.” 
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Psalm 122:6 admonishes Godly people the world over to pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem.” When we do so, we are in reality praying for out Lord’s return 
since Jerusalem and the world will never experience true peace until Jesus 
Christ returns again as Prince of peace. No wonder John prayed in Revelation 
22:20, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”
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