
A Study of Islam #1
Ephesians 4:14

Tonight we are beginning a new series on Islam. Lets begin this series by 
testing your knowledge about Islam.

1. What is the name of the Islamic Holy Month, and what is the number of the 
month?

2. What is the name of the holy book of Islam? 
3. What is the name of the angel who communicated the Holy Book of Islam? 
4. Who was the founder of the Muslim faith and into which century was he born? 
5. What are the three holiest sites of Islam?
6. How many Muslims are there in the world today?
7. What is the country with the largest population of Muslims? 

Are you ready for the answers? 

1. The name of the Islamic holy month is Ramadan. 
2. The name of the holy book of Islam is the Koran.
3. The name of the angel who communicated the holy book of Islam is Gabriel. 
4. The founder of the Muslim faith was Muhammad and he was born into the 6th 

century. 
5. The three holiest sites of Islam are Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem.
6. There are one to two billion Muslims in the world today.
7. The country with the largest Muslim population is Indonesia with about 200 

million Muslims, which is approximately 95% of its population. 

How many of you knew all of the answers? How many of you knew some of 
the answers? How many of you had no idea what the answers were? 

Let me begin by reminding you that I am no expert on the subject of Islam, 
but I have spent a few months doing the research. As we study this subject, please 
keep in mind there are some things that even the Muslims themselves do not agree 
on. I am not here to grind a political ax, I am here to give you enough information 
that will allow you to have an intelligent conversation concerning Islam, and, if the 
opportunity arises, one that will allow you to share your faith. 

Why am I taking the time and effort to introduce you to the subject and 
religion of Islam? The answer is simple  because of Islamic influence to not just in 
some "far away land," but is fast making its way into our towns and cities, living 
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in our neighborhoods, shopping in the same stores where we shop, going to the 
same schools with our children, and seeking positions in our government, they can 
no longer be ignored. 

Although most Muslims grew up learning about what is known as “Samahatul 
Islam:” the fabric of moderation as to excessiveness, easiness as to difficulty and 
hardship, broadmindedness as to narrowness and restriction; the variety of ways to 
accomplish an act of worship as to just one strict way; acceptance of others, and 
the human relational and charitable criteria.

And yet, in a country like America, where Muslims make up less than one 
percent of the population, the fact is that some Imams preach intolerance, dislike 
and extreme aversion of the vast majority of the people surrounding them. Terms 
like (kaffereen), infidels, (najas), filthy and (zanadeeq), heretics insinuate hatred, 
disgust and extreme distaste and antagonism towards those who are not Muslim. 
While all Muslim leaders are calling for interaction with their surrounding 
communities, the improper preaching of some Imams encourages not only hatred, 
but also isolation. New Muslims, Muslim layman and the youth are often the 
primary victims of the culture. What is more appalling is that certain Wahabi creed 
permits its adherents to wage war against people of their own faith, accusing them 
of being heretics in a twisted monotheism belief. Yet, Allah (SWT) divulges that 
whoever slays a believer is destined to Hell fire. 

And I must confess to you that when a Muslim cleric broadcasts a television 
message to Palestinians, encouraging them to martyr themselves for Allah's sake 
and urging them to annihilate Jews, we have a right to be concerned. 

With over 20 million Muslims now living in the countries of Western Europe, 
and from three to five million in the United States, there are actually great risks in 
ignoring the religion and revelation of Muhammad. 

The tragedy of September 11, 2001, and its aftermath have shown, yet again, 
that beliefs have consequences; the centrality of Islam to the attacks is impossible 
to deny. Islam in America is growing rapidly despite concerns created by the 
infamous attacks on the world Trade Center and the Pentagon. 

Therefore, I am convinced that we simply cannot just sit around and do 
nothing. With those thoughts in mind, for the next few weeks we are going to seek 
to develop some measure of understanding of Islamic history and its goals in our 
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day. I want to try and find an answer to the question "Is there a way that we can 
reach Muslims for Christ?" 

In order to have some understanding of Islam it is necessary to understand 
that Islam is not only a religious doctrine; it is also a selfcontained world outlook, 
and a way of life that claims the primary allegiance of all those calling themselves 
"Muslim." Therefore, Islam is a detailed legal and political set of teachings and 
beliefs that are built on six Articles of Faith. 

The Koran gives a very interesting overview of the doctrine of Islam under 
the heading of "Women" in Surah (chapter) 4 verse 136: "0 you who believe! 
Believe in Allah and His Apostle and the Book which He has revealed to His 
Apostle and the Book which He revealed before; and whoever disbelieves in Allah 
and His angels and His apostles and the last day, he indeed strays off into a remote 
error." 

That is a very strong summary of Islamic belief. Muslims believe that God 
first revealed his message to Adam (the same Adam in the book of Genesis); and 
then to Abraham (the second most noted prophet in the Qur'an); and then to Moses 
(the most noted prophet); and then on to various kings in the Bible (such as King 
David), and then to the prophets; and then to Jesus and the Christians, and finally 
and completely to Muhammad and the Muslims. And there doctrines can to 
summarized in six teachings, and here they are: 

1. Allah is the one and only God (Koran 5:3). Every surah or chapter of the 
Koran, accept the first chapter, opens with the statement, "In the name of Allah, 
the Beneficent, the Merciful..." 

"Allah" is simply the Arabic word for "God." Allah is not a Muslim title; in 
fact, Arabic Christians call out to Allah as well. 

Allah is allegedly the same as "Yahweh Elohim," the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. The Koran 29:46 says, "...our Allah and your Allah is One; and it is to 
Him we bow." He is eternal and absolute, and the Koran says, "He begetteth not 
nor is He begotten and there is none like Him." The absolute unity and sovereignty 
of Allah is the foundation of the entire edifice. His existence, is proven in the 
Koran by pointing out the order of nature and the order of life as "signs for those 
who believe," for those who use their reason, who reflect and understand, who see 
and hear, who know and who believe. It is interesting to note that out of all the 99 
names of Allah  none of them is love. He is very much an authoritative, sovereign 
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figure. He is certainly never referred to as "Abba, daddy, father" as Jesus 
instructed us to call our heavenly Father. 

2. Angels (Koran 82:1012). As in Christian belief, the angels are a creation 
of God. Gabriel is best known among the four archangels. He is the one that 
communicated the Koran to Muhammad and is considered synonymous with the 
Holy Spirit. Every person has three angels assigned to them: a Guardian angel to 
protect, a Recording angel on the left to record sins for the day of judgment, and a 
Recording angel on the right to record good deeds for judgment. 

But Allah has also created other spiritual beings called Jinn or genii, creatures 
of fire, able to eat, drink, propagate, and die. Their creation preceded that of man, 
and they are similar to man in that they too have been given freedom of choice. 
Sometimes they materialize and can be seen by men, but mostly they remain 
invisible. They also can be converted to Islam, or be obedient to a biblical king, 
but their exact role remains unclear beyond the inevitable fact that both j inn and 
men were created to serve Allah. 

3. The Holy Apostles and prophets (Koran 33:10). Although Muslims 
believe there were 124,000 prophets, 88 are mentioned in the Koran with 25 who 
were biblical figures. It appears that Muhammad must not have had access to 
either the Old or New Testaments but he clearly received some knowledge of them 
from the Jews and Christians with whom he interacted. He lists some as prophets 
who were not viewed as prophets in Scripture. Featured among the prophets of 
Islam are Adam, Cain and Abel, Abraham, Moses, Joseph, Saul, David, Solomon, 
Elijah, Elisha and Jesus. We will deal with the Muslims view of Jesus more in one 
of our later studies.

4. Holy Books. Eight of these prophets received Holy Books or "pamphlets." 
There were 124 books in number with 10 given to Adam, 50 given to Seth, 30 to 
Enoch which were known as “Idris.” These books were entrusted to the Enoch of 
the Old Testament but were not lost. The Torah the first five books of the Old 
Testament given to Moses but are now viewed as tainted by the Jews. The Gospel 
the four Gospels of the New Testament thought by Muslims to be corrupted by the 
Christians. The Koran the book communicated by Allah, through Gabriel, to 
Muhammad. For the Muslim, this book alone can be trusted. 

5. Judgment (Koran 18:50). The "last day" is the time when God will judge 
all people according to whether they have believed in these core doctrines and also 
according to their deeds. All non!-Muslims will suffer in hell. Very close to every 
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page of the 400 pages of the Koran highlights judgment and hell sometimes many 
times per page. It seems to be the strongest recurring them of the Koran. Muslims 
may suffer in hell for a time proportionate to their sins but hope that their good 
deeds will be enough to cancel out their bad deeds and admit them to paradise. A 
sure method of entering paradise is to die as a martyr fighting for the cause of 
Allah. 

6. Determinism. The Muslim doctrine of determinism is the same as the 
doctrine of Ultra Calvinism. That is, whatever happens to them is based on the 
sovereignty of Allah. They often use the term, "What can one do?"

We will close tonight's study by looking at the five pillars of practice of Islam. 
And they are: 

1. Confessions of faith. This confession of faith is regularly repeated by 
Muslims, "There is no deity but God and Muhammad is God's messenger." This 
confession is whispered into a newborn’s ear, is recited daily throughout life, and 
often the last words spoken by a Muslim. 

2. Ritual prayer (Koran 62:910). Prayer takes place five times daily, starting 
at 4:00 a.m. and ending at 8:30 p.m. depending on the time of the sunrise. 
Muhammad is said to have received this instruction from Allah in what is known 
as the Night Journey. Allah originally demanded prayer 50 times a day, but 
Muhammad negotiated it down to five. 

3. Obligatory Alms (Koran 24:56; 57:18). This is a required alms that is 
given to the support of Islam and the poor. 

4. The fast of Ramadan (Koran 2:183185). Fasting is required during the 
9th month of Ramadan between sunrise and sunset. The strange thing about this 
fast is this  they get up early and eat a huge breakfast and at sunset they gather for 
a daily feast. 

5. The pilgrimage (Koran 3:97). If at all possible, Muslims are to travel to 
the first House of God in Mecca in their lifetime. 

Tonight, we have looked at the introduction into Islam. In our next study we 
will look at this history and founder of Islam.

5



The Study of Islam #2
John 4:24

In our last study, we did an overview of the beliefs and practices of Islam, as 
we tried to lay a foundation for our study. This week, as we attempt to equip 
Christians to build bridges with and ultimately share the Gospel of Christ with 
Muslims, we are going to look in a different direction as we look at the history and 
founder of Islam. Therefore, we will begin with this history of Islam.

By the eighth century, the Muslims had extended their domination all the 
way to the Chinese frontier to the east, had laid siege to Constantinople (modem 
day Istanbul) to the north, taken over North Africa to the south, and Spain to the 
west. Had Charles "the Hammer" Martel not contained them in France at the battle 
of Poitiers (Porteea) in 732; they likely would have swept deep into Europe. The 
famous author Edward Gibbon, in his unsurpassed scholarly work entitled "The 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire," makes this note concerning the expansion 
of the Muslims, "A victorious line of march had been prolonged above a thousand 
miles from the Rock of Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire (Loare) (the longest 
river of France); the repetition of an equal space (had they extended their march 
another thousand miles) would have carried the Saracens to the confines of Poland 
and the Highlands of Scotland ... Perhaps the interpretation of the Quran would not 
be taught in the schools of Oxford, and her pulpits might demonstrate ... the 
sanctity and truth of the revelation of Mohammad."

This expansion was the work of the Umayyad Empire (661749 A.D.). How 
did this tremendous growth take place in just a short period of time? Some of it 
came by religious persuasion, but much of it came through the sword of Jihad.

The next great period of Islamic history was under the leadership of the 
Abbasid (Abbasid) Empire (749-1258). It was during this time that the Islam 
developed into a world leading economic force with fantastic wealth, and while 
most of Europe was in the stagnation of the dark ages, it enjoyed an intellectual 
awakening. It was the Abbasid dynasty that repelled the crusades (10961291). One 
of the great Muslim heroes of the crusades, Saladin, spoke his dream; "I shall cross 
this sea (referring to the Mediterranean) to their islands (referring to Italy, Greece, 
Sicily, etc.) to pursue them until there remains no one of the face of the earth who 
does not acknowledge Allah."
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It is interesting that the Abbasid Empire was eventually undone not by the 
Crusaders of the west but by the Mongol hordes under the leadership of Genghis 
Khan from the east.

The last great period of Islamic history was ruled by a Turkish Dynasty  the 
Ottoman Empire, which lasted for more than 600 years (1291 1924). The 
expansion under the Ottoman Empire was absolutely remarkable. It encompassed 
all of the northern part of Africa; down through the eastern coast almost to the 
Cape; across, taking half of Madagascar; most of the subcontinent of India; 
extending to Indonesia, Java, right to Australia; through the Chinese heartland; 
north into modem day Russia; all the way to the gates of Vienna; and taking all of 
Greece and Turkey.

The Ottoman Empire was poised to take over the world. So great was the 
threat that Ephraim Karsh, professor at King's College in London, says, "Even in 
remote Iceland the Lutheran Book of Common Prayer pleaded to God Almighty to 
save the people from the terror of the Turk."

How does one understand the history of Islam? Is it a religion of peace? Is it 
a hotbed of terror? The answer is found within the teaching of the founder 
Muhammad. Therefore, follow me just a moment as we make our way to the birth 
of Muhammad.

According to the Scripture, the ancestors of modem Arabs can be traced 
back to Shem and are properly known as Semite. Shem's descendent Eber gave rise 
to two lines: Peleg's line, from which Abraham is descended, and Joktan's line, 
which contained the names of many Arab groups. However, many Arab tribes trace 
their ancestry to Ishmael, the firstborn son of Abraham. The word "Arab" refers to 
nomads or Bedouins and may be connected with the word for desert or wilderness.

Into that kind of setting Muhammad was born. He was born in 570 and died 
in 632. He was born in the city of Mecca after the death of his father and shortly 
before the death of his mother. As an orphan, he was no stranger to suffering and 
was probably brought up by his grandfather and his uncle. At the age of 25 he 
married a financially independent woman, 15 years his senior by, the name of 
Khadijah (Kad-ee-ja). As his 40th birthday approached, he claimed to have a 
startling experience. According to Muslim tradition, it all began one night during 
the latter part of Ramadan, around the year 610 A.D. Muhammad was sleeping in a 
cave when he was suddenly awakened by a heavenly voice telling him he was the 
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messenger of God. Unable to rationalize the ordeal he had just experienced, 
Muhammad concluded that he was possessed with an evil spirit and was thinking 
of committing suicide, when the mysterious figure reappeared and identified 
himself as the angel Gabriel. The mighty figure placed Muhammad in a vicelike 
embrace until Muhammad heard God's words squeezed out of his mouth: "Recite: 
in the Name of the Lord who created, created Man of a bloodclot. Recite." Thus 
came the first in a long string of revelations that would eventually be grouped into 
the book we now know as the Koran: the Recitation.

His message was received with tremendous hostility in his home to of 
Mecca. After both his influential and wealthy wife and uncle (who were his 
protectors) died around 620, things only became worse. Therefore, in the year 622, 
Muhammad returned to Medina and was befriended by a group of Muslim 
converts known as Hijra (Hij-ra) who had been connected with his wife's uncle.

After about two years Muhammad and this group of converts known as the 
Hijra (Hij-ra) migrated from Mecca to Median has instituted the starting point of 
their calendars from A.H. (after Hijra). Thus the year 623 became known as I A.H.

In the year 624, or 2 A.H., at age 54 Muhammad engaged in a great deal of 
Jihad. From this point forward, he frequently engaged in raids and battles. 
Throughout this time Muhammad married a dozen women, far more than is 
allowed even in the Koran. Over the next 7 years of Jihad, his efforts yielded what 
is known as the "Year of Submission." In fact, the word "Islam" literally means 
"submission." Therefore, in the year 631, when Muhammad was 61 years old, 
leaders of tribes from all over the Arabian Peninsula, who had not yet been 
attacked by the sword, sent letters to Muhammad saying, "We submit to you." 
Sensing their fear, Muhammad started sending letters to leaders and kings across 
the then known world, demanding that they submit to Islam or fall under the sword 
of Jihad. At the age of 62, in 632, Muhammad became ill with a fever and in a 
matter of several weeks died.

Some scholars believe that after solidifying his power and becoming both 
prophetic and political ruler of Medina, his teachings migrated to a stronger 
emphasis on force. Previous to 623, he preached and exhorted people to submit to 
Islam. Once in Medina he began to use the threat of the sword to force people to 
convert to Islam. It was in 623 that he received a revelation calling for Jihad, or 
holy war, against non!-believers for the first time. During his 10 years in Medina, 
he personally led at least 27 military attacks and sent out many more. Prior to his 
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death, he conquered most of the Arabian Peninsula. On Mount Arafat before 
100,000 Muslims he preached his final sermon. And here is a portion of what he 
said, "After today there will no longer be two religions existing in Arabia (scholars 
believe he meant no longer Islam and Christianity, or Islam and Judaism, or Islam 
and any other religion). I descended by Allah with the sword in my hand, and my 
wealth will come from the shadow of my sword. And the one who will disagree 
with me will be humiliated and persecuted."  

Perhaps Muhammad was a man who began in peace but through political 
pressures, finished with war. 

The development of Muhammad's teachings can be seen in four stages:

First, peaceful persuasion. Chapter 16:125126 says, "Call to the way of 
your Lord with wisdom and godly exhortation, and have disputations with them in 
the best manner ... and if you take your turn, then retaliate with the like of that with 
which you were afflicted; but if you are patient, it will certainly be best for those 
who are patient." 

Second, the warding off aggression. After fleeing to Mecca in 622, the 
followers back in Mecca began to face still more serious persecution in the loss of 
property and threat of bodily harm. Perhaps in response to this, Muhammad 
decreed that fighting was permissible only to ward off aggression, as seen in 
chapter 22:39, "Permission (to fight) is given to those upon whom war is made 
because they are oppressed, and most surely Allah is well able to assist them."

Notice that at this time Muhammad was careful to set limits on Jihad, as 
seen in chapter 22:39, "And fight in the way of Allah with those who fight with 
you, and do not exceed the limits, surely Allah does not love those who exceed the 
limits. And (when attacked) kill them wherever you find them, and drive them out 
from whence they drove you out ... and fight with them until there is no 
persecution, and religion should be only for Allah, but if they desist, there should 
be no hostility except against the oppressors."

Many Muslims look to these teachings as their instructions for today that 
gives them permission to attack anyone they deem as "enemies of Allah." 

Third, moving from defensive to offensive. The limitation on Jihad was 
that it was not to be executed during the months of pilgrimage, as seen in chapter 
9:5, "For when the sacred months are passed away, then slay the idolaters 
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wherever you find them, and take them captives and besiege them and lie in wait 
for them in ambush, then if they repent and keep up prayer and pay the poor rate, 
leave their way free to them." 

Fourth, the expansion of Jihad. The final stage of Muhammad's teaching 
on Jihad allows for expansionist attacks in any season on any land not yet 
surrendered to the armies of Islam, as seen in chapter 9:29, "Fight those who 
believe not in Allah, nor in the latter day, nor do they prohibit what Allah and His 
Apostle have prohibited, nor follow the religion of truth, out of those who have 
been given the Book (i.e. Jews and Christians), until they pay the tax in 
acknowledgement of superiority and they are in a state of subjection." 
Muhammad's farewell address in March 632 finally underscored his Jihadist 
instruction, "I was ordered to fight all men until they say, 'There is no god but 
Allah."'

How can all of these seemingly contradictory instructions, be present in the 
Koran? Islamic scholars have embraced a teaching of Muhammad that is called 
"the law of abrogation" which states that a later teaching always supersedes an 
earlier teaching, as seen in chapter 2:106, "Whatever communications We abrogate 
or cause to be forgotten, We bring one better than it or like it. Do you not know 
that Allah has power over all things?" 

Because of differing interpretations of the teaching of Muhammad, and the 
history of the Ummah, and the actions of the Jihad on the West and even on fellow 
Arabs who disagree with them, there are different factions in Islam. But those who 
might disagree are afraid to speak out for fear of contradicting the Koran.
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A Study of Islam #3
The Koran (Quran)

Hebrews 4:12

We have looked at the pillars of faith and the founder of Islam, and tonight 
we are going to look at the Koran. The Koran is Arabic for "the recitation," and 
refers to the collection of revelations supposedly given by Allah through his 
archangel to Muhammad and preserved as the Islamic scripture. Muslims believe 
in the Law of Moses, the Psalms of David, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
However, they also believe those Scriptures were superseded by the scripture given 
through Muhammad, and that the Bible used by Christians and Jews is a distorted 
version of those other scriptures. Therefore, wherever the Bible contradicts Islam, 
the Muslim says the Bible is incorrect. 

Muslims consider the Koran to be the quintessential mark of elegant Arabic; 
unmatched in beauty by any author and inspired by God. School children are 
taught to wash themselves and be in a state of ritual purity before handling the 
Koran. They are to kiss it three times before opening it, then to kiss it three times 
and touch it to one's forehead after closing it. The Koran is not to be left open and 
unattended, lest the devil read it. It occupies the highest place of honor in a home 
or mosque, above all other books ... hence it is to be placed on the highest 
bookshelf with nothing above it. It is never to be carried below the waistline, if 
placed in a suitcase it is to be the last thing packed, so as not to be covered by 
anything. It is never to be placed on the ground, lest one incur the wrath of Allah. 

Not only is the book itself treated with holy respect—the message is taken to 
heart. Al-Azhar University in Cairo is the oldest continuously existing university in 
the world. A requirement for graduation is to recite the entire Koran by memory, a 
book slightly longer than our New Testament. 

Muslim's understand that Muhammad's recitations were not recorded in the 
Koran in the order in which they were received. For example, the first Surah 
(chapter) received is ordered 96 out of the 114 contained in the Koran. How did 
theses recitations find their way into the written Koran? 

The Koran alludes (7:157158) to Muhammad as being functionally illiterate; 
he could not have written them. According to Islamic tradition, soon after 
Muhammad's death in 632, a significant number of Muslims who had memorized 
portions of Muhammad's teachings died in a battle. Concern grew that the 
teachings could be completely lost unless the sayings were written down. As a 
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result, they went to work recording memorized sayings and gathering the bits and 
pieces written down. The story is told by Zaid (Za-yid) ibn Thabit in al-Bukhari 
6:509, "So I started looking for the Koran and collecting it from palm stalks, thin 
white stones and also from the men who knew it by heart, till I found the last 
verse." 

However, a problem arose in subsequent years. Others also had compiled 
copies of the Koran. One military leader returned from Iraq and with great alarm 
noted that the Koran was being recited with significant variations. It was at this 
point in Islamic history that an authoritarian standardizing decree went forth from 
the Caliphate with the order that all other competing texts be burned. Also, Caliph 
Uthman ordered that any sections of the Koran that reflected a Medinan rather than 
a Meccan dialect of Arabic should be amended. Further, the original compiler of 
the Koran remembered one more verse that had been left out (33:23) and so this 
revised manuscript was now copied and has become the standardized text. 

Despite these issues in the recording and transmission of the Koran, 
Muslims hold very dearly to the infallibility of its teachings. With deep conviction, 
the Muslim strives to follow the teaching of their holy book out of a heartfelt desire 
to live a life pleasing to God. The good news of the gospel is that we do not have 
only teachings in a holy book, we have Jesus as the Living Word of God (a title 
that the Koran actually applies to Jesus 4:171). The living Jesus not only teaches, 
but his death enables forgiveness of sins and His Holy Spirit indwells and 
empowers us to live for him. 

The Koran views Jesus as one of the six greatest prophets ever to have lived. 
Out of the 124,000 prophets, only Adam, Noah, Abraham, and Moses are accorded 
the same honor as Muhammad and Jesus. Moses, Muhammad, and Jesus are 
referred to as "apostles." But what does the Koran specifically teach about Jesus?

Some of you will be surprised between the similarities between the Koran 
and the teaching of the Bible. On the other hand, we will see many unrecognizable 
differences. 

So look at what the Koran teaches about Jesus. 

First, the Koran teaches that Jesus was born of a virgin (3:47). He had a 
miraculous birth unlike anyone else in history other than Adam. Chapter 19:2022 
of the Koran says that when a heavenly messenger explained to Mary that she was 
about to give birth to a child, she responded, "When shall I have a boy and no 
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mortal has yet touched me?.. He said: Even so; your Lord says: It is easy to Me ... 
so she conceived him; then withdrew herself with him to a remote place." Jesus, 
according to the Koran had a virgin birth.

Second, the Koran teaches that Jesus was the Messiah (9:31). Several 
times the Koran refers to Messiah as the virgin Son of Mary. That is rather 
astounding. He is also referred to as "the Word of God." He is referred to as "the 
Spirit from God." And He is referred to as "Esau, Son of Mary." 

Third, the Koran teaches that Jesus had miraculous power (19:30). 
Chapter 19:2930 tells us that when the unmarried Mary showed up to her family 
with a baby, they criticized her. Mary basically said, "Why don't you ask him about 
it?" and pointed to the baby Jesus in her arms: "They said: how should we speak to 
one who was a child in the cradle? He said. Surely I am a servant of Allah; He has 
given me the Book and made me a prophet." 

The Koran lists as one of Jesus' miracles a story that is contained in one of 
the false Gospels written a couple hundred years after Jesus' death but that had 
influence in the false teaching of the Nestorians  the group that influenced 
Muhammad's theology. The story is of Jesus making a clay bird to come alive: 
"...then you breathed into it and it became a bird ... and you healed the blind and 
the leprous...you brought forth the dead" Surah 5:110.

Despite the similarities, there are some things that the Koran simply denies 
about Jesus.

First, the Koran denies that Jesus is the Son of God. He is referred to not 
as the son of God but rather as: the son of Mariam. That is interesting because in 
that era, the son was never referred to in the context of their mother, but were 
always identified by their father. And yet, there is no acknowledgment that Jesus 
was the Son of God. 

In fact, the Koran views the belief that God has a Son as an abomination. 
Chapter 18:45 of the Koran says, "And warn those who say: Allah has taken a 
son ... a grievous word it is that comes out of their mouths; they speak nothing but 
a lie." And in chapter 9:30 says, "And the Jews say: Uzair (Ezra) is the son of 
Allah; and the Christians say: The Messiah is the son of Allah; these are the words 
of their mouths ... may Allah destroy them." 

And yet, John 3:16 teaches, "For God so love the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."
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Second, the Koran denies that Jesus is divine and part of the Trinity 
(5:116). It is interesting to note that the Koran misrepresents the Christian Trinity, 
as seen in chapter 5:116, "Oh Isa son of Mariam. Did you say to men, Take me and 
my mother for two gods besides Allah." 

In other words, Muslims are taught that the Christian version of the Trinity 
is Jesus, Mary and God. Where did that teaching come from? Probably from the 
false teachings of Muhammad himself. 

But the scriptures are clear, as seen in John 14:910 when Jesus himself said, 
"Amy one who has seen me has seen the Father.. I am in the Father and the Father 
is in me."

Third, the Koran denies that Jesus was crucified and resurrected (3:55). 
In fact, the Koran teaches that Jesus actually ascended to Allah before the cross 
while still alive. Chapter 3:55 says, "And when Allah said: 0 Isa, I am going to 
terminate the period of your stay on earth and cause you to ascent unto Me." And 
chapter 4:157 says, "...and they did not kill him nor did they crucify him, but it 
appeared to them so." 

One of the early Gnostics that clearly taught in contrast to biblical truth was 
Basilar, and he came up with the theory that the crucifixion of Jesus did not 
actually happen, that He did not suffer on the cross at all. Instead, what happened 
was that Simon of Cyrene, who carried the cross of Christ, somehow got mixed up 
in the crowd and was mistakenly crucified in Christ's place. In fact, Basilar says, 
"Jesus watched from a distance and laughed" because He had tricked the Jews in 
this matter. 

Such teaching is ridiculous, I mean. Mary was at the foot of the cross. Don't 
you think she would be able to tell the difference between Simon a black man and 
Jesus her Son? And in addition to that, Jesus spoke to the Father from the cross, 
and said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." But yet, Islam 
has adopted such false doctrines. 

One of the most common explanations of how God fooled the Jews into 
thinking they had killed Jesus was by changing the facial features of Judas to 
appear as the Messiah and so it was Judas who was actually crucified. 

And yet, Paul makes this truth very clear in 1 Corinthians 15:34, "For what I 
received I passed on to you as of first importance; that Christ died for sins 
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according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures." And Peter says this in I Peter 3:18, "For Christ died 
for sins, once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God." 

Without the crucifixion of Jesus there is no means by which we can come 
into the presence of a holy God. Without the shedding of the blood of Christ, there 
is no foundation for lasting forgiveness and cleansing of sins. 

It is interesting that the pastor of the largest Christian church in Mecca was 
the first cousin of Muhammad's wife's. In fact, when no one else would perform 
Muhammad's wedding, it was this cousin Waraqa that married Muhammad and 
became his mentor, having a profound influence on him. After Muhammad had his 
first vision, his wife took him to visit their cousin who fully endorsed his teaching 
as being from God. 

But why would this pastor fully endorse teachings about Jesus that are 
contrary to the clear teachings of the Bible? To understand you need to go back 
almost two hundred years earlier in church history to the Nestorian controversy of 
428 when Nestorius was the heretical Bishop of Constantinople. The great 
historian Henry Chadwick  professor at both Cambridge and Oxford University  
notes that Nestorius was portrayed as one who: "...denied the divinity of Christ and 
the need of man for grace." As Yale professor Kenneth Scott Latourette notes, 
ultimately Nestorius was exiled to Egypt for his unscriptural beliefs and from there 
his influence spread east into the very town of Mecca. 

The two major unorthodox teachings about Jesus that the Koran contains 
can be traced directly back to the influence of heretical Nestorian belief  denial of 
Jesus' divinity and the need for the crucifixion and shed blood of Jesus as a 
sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin. 

So much for the saying  "It does not matter what you believe, as long as you 
are sincere." 

Most Muslims have been taught to avoid the Bible, which is thought to be 
corrupted by the agents of Satan. As a result, the closest that many Muslims may 
get to a true picture of Jesus is what they see in a Christian who befriends them, or 
even better, a Christian community that opens its arms in love and acceptance 
toward them. Muslims are not won by argument but by the love they see in a 
Christian for the Lord and the reality of the Lord's love shining through the 
Christian. 
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Dwight L. Moody once said, "Of one hundred men, one will read the Bible; 
the other ninety-nine will read the Christian." 

Therefore, if you are going to witness to a Muslim there are two 
requirements: 

First, you must get to know the Muslim as a person. This means forming 
a genuine friendship with him and sharing his person concerns. 

Second, you must be willing to look for the opportunity to share your 
testimony  what Christ has done in your life  without preaching and/or 
condemning the Muslim. Why? Because his religion is an integral part of his life 
from birth. 

In other words, you must allow your love for Jesus spill over into your 
relationships toward those with whom you violently disagree.
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A Study of Islam #4
Understanding Islam

John 8:37

In our last three studies of Islam we have looked at some of their history, 
some of their doctrines, into the life of their leader. Tonight, we are going to look at 
the reason there seems to be so much strife between Islam and the West. 

A starting point in repairing the strife between the "house of Islam" and the 
West is understanding the points of strife. Occasionally one hears that if we had a 
different President or if we just pulled out of Iraq, or Afghanistan, that our 
relationship with the "House of Islam" would be fixed. Such views are 
shortsighted, devoid of historical perspective and naive. Let's attempt a deeper 
level of understanding tonight.

Out of the more than one billion Muslims worldwide, by far the greatest 
numbers are the members of the Sunni (Sunnite) persuasion. They accept the first 
four leaders of Islam as direct succession from Muhammad and no others. Ninety 
percent of the Muslims in the Middle East and most parts of the Muslim world are 
Sunnis.

The second largest group of Islam is of the Shiite persuasion. The name 
Shiite refers to those early Muslims who chose to follow Ali, the soninlaw of the 
prophet, as the prophet's heir to the leadership of Islam. Although much smaller in 
number than the Sunnites, the Shiites gained incredible international attention 
when the Ayatollah Khomeini, the radical Shia leader, took control of Iran in 1979. 
Ninetyfive percent of Iran's Muslims are Shiites, and today Iran is a Shiite Islamic 
republic. Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Iraq, and Yemen also have large numbers of Shiites. 
Shiites are especially strong in Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. Although 
there are other smaller groups, the Sunnis and the Shiites are the ones that receive 
the most attention. 

It seems that we can understand the strife between the Sunnis and the 
Shiites, but why is there so much strife between Islam and the West? To answer 
that question, we must go all the way back to the book of Genesis, and to the story 
of Isaac and Ishmael. 

The truth of the matter is that strife between Islam and the West may have 
begun long before there was a West or an Islam, God promised Abraham to make 
him a great nation through a son. When his wife Sarah was unable to conceive, 
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they turned to Sarah's Egyptian handmaiden, Hagar, who gave birth to Abraham's 
first born: Ishmael.

Fourteen years later, once Sarah finally gave birth to Isaac, a tremendous 
jealously developed between Sarah and Isaac on the one hand, and Hagar and 
Ishmael, on the other. After 3 years of strife, Hagar and Ishmael (now 17) were 
given basic provisions and sent into the desert to fend for themselves. Once the 
food and water were gone, the situation became grim. Ishmael collapsed under a 
bush and wept as he lay dying in the desert. Just then, everything changes, as seen 
in Genesis 21:1721, "God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to 
Hagar from heaven and said to her, What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; 
God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. Lift the boy up and take him by the 
hand, for I will make him into a great nation. Then God opened her eyes and she 
saw a well of water ... God was with the boy as he grew up... his mother got a wife 
for him from Egypt." 

There are three things the Bible teaches in this passage of Scripture that we 
often over look: 

First, God loved Ishmael and supernaturally provided for him. God was 
with him all through his growing up years, and he supernaturally provided for him 
and he saved his life. 

Second, God raised the great nation of Arab people out of Ishmael. The 
truth of the matter is, if God had not intervened Hagar and Ishmael would have 
died in the desert. 

Three, the Arab people have received a covenant from God. And that 
covenant was that He would raise them up into a great nation of people. 

It is interesting to realize that the name Ishmael means, "God will hear." 
Now that brings up an interesting point, because we often speak harshly and 
judgmentally about the Arab nation, but we need to remember that God has 
promised them greatness. And yet, there seems to be a warning concerning our 
attitude and words regarding the Arabic people ... the Lord hears. 

As the great biblical scholar of the 17th century, Matthew Henry, 
commented on this passage this way, "Nations are of God: He founds them, He 
forms them, and He fixes them." 
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It is a biblical fact the Arab people are of God. God saved Hagar and 
Ishmael and promised them greatness. Although we don't understand all the 
mystery of God raising Ishmael up into a great nation and all of the strife that it has 
caused, we do know that God is still in control of every circumstance, and we can 
trust Him. 

The last words given about Ishmael's twelve sons were these, as seen in 
Genesis 25:18, "And they lived in hostility toward all their brothers." So the 
hostility started before there was an Islam or a West, but it still continues to run 
deeply. 

Most people, when trying to understand the hostility of Islam do not 
understand the history of Jacob and Esau. The Bible prophesied that the twins 
within Rebecca were no ordinary boys, as seen in Genesis 26:23, "Two nations are 
in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated." We know that 
Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel, of course became the father of the 
Israelites. And Esau became the father of the Edomites who dwelt in the area of 
Jordan or the northwestern portion of Saudi Arabia. The rivalry between these 
twins became deadly through the cunning and deception of Jacob to take the 
birthright and blessing both of which Esau  the elder  was entitled, as seen in 
Genesis 27:129, "One day when Isaac was old and turning blind, he called for 
Esau, his older son, and said, My son. Yes, Father? Esau replied. I am an old man 
now, Isaac said, and I don't know when I may die. Take your bow and a quiver full 
of arrows, and go out into the open country to hunt some wild game for pie. 
Prepare my favorite dish, and bring it here for me to eat. Then I will pronounce the 
blessing that belongs to you, my firstborn son, before I die. But Rebecca overheard 
what Isaac had said to his son Esau. So when Esau left to hunt for the wild game, 
she said to her son Jacob, Listen. I overheard your father say to Esau, Bring me 
some wild game and prepare me a delicious meal. Then I will bless you in the 
Lord's presence before I die. Now, my son, listen to me. Do exactly as I tell you. 
Go out to the flocks, and bring me two fine young goats. I'll use them to prepare 
your father's favorite dish. Then take the food to your father so he can eat it and 
bless you before he dies. But look, Jacob replied to Rebecca, my brother, Esau, is a 
hairy man, and my skin is smooth. What if my father touches me? He'll see that I'm 
trying to trick him, and then he'll curse me instead of blessing me. But his mother 
replied, Then let the curse fall on me, my son! Just do what I tell you. Go out and 
get the goats for me! So Jacob went out and got the young goats for his mother. 
Rebecca took them and prepared a delicious meal, just the way Isaac liked it. Then 
she took Esau's favorite clothes, which were there in the house, and gave them to 
her younger son, Jacob. She covered his arms and the smooth part of his neck with 
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the skin of the young goats. Then she gave Jacob the delicious meal, including 
freshly baked bread. So Jacob took the food to his father. My father? he said. Yes, 
my son, Isaac answered. Who are you  Esau or Jacob? Jacob replied, It's Esau, 
your firstborn son. I've done as you told me. Here is the wild game. Now sit up and 
eat it so you can give me your blessing. Isaac asked, How did you find it so 
quickly, my son? The Lord your God put it in my path! Jacob replied. Then Isaac 
said to Jacob, Come closer so I can touch you and make sure that you really are 
Esau. So Jacob went closer to his father, and Isaac touched him. The voice is 
Jacob's, but the hands are Esau's, Isaac said. But he did not recognize Jacob, 
because Jacob's hands felt hairy just like Esau's. So Isaac prepared to bless Jacob. 
But are you really my son Esau? he asked. Yes, I am, Jacob replied. Then Isaac 
said, Now, my son, bring me the wild game. Let me eat it, and then I will give you 
my blessing. So Jacob took the food to his father, and Isaac ate it. He also drank 
the wine that Jacob served him. Then Isaac said to Jacob, Please come a little 
closer and kiss me, my son. So Jacob went over and kissed him. And when Isaac 
caught the smell of his clothes, he was finally convinced, and he blessed his son. 
He said, Ah! The smell of my son is like the smell of the outdoors, which the Lord 
has blessed! From the dew of heaven and the richness of the earth, may God 
always give you abundant harvests of grain and bountiful new wine. May many 
nations become your servants, and may they bow down to you. May you be the 
master over your brothers, and may your mother's sons bow down to you. All who 
curse you will be cursed, and all who bless you will be blessed." 

When Esau returned and discovered that his brother had stolen his blessing, 
we see his response in Genesis 27:3441, "He burst out with a loud and bitter cry 
and said to his father, Bless me  me too, my father! ... Esau said, Isn't he rightly 
named Jacob? He has deceived me these two times: He took my birthright and now 
he's taken my blessing!" Then he asked, haven't you reserved any blessing for 
me? ... Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father! Then 
Esau wept aloud. His father Isaac answered him, Your dwelling will be away from 
the earth's richness (literally agricultural land), away from the dew of heaven 
above (literally the desert). You will live by the sword and you will serve your 
brother. But when you grow restless, you will throw his yoke from off your neck. 
Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. 
He said to himself, The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill 
my brother Jacob."

We have witnessed the fulfillment of that blessing in our lifetime  a people 
of the desert who have thrown off the yoke of western domination. Who could 
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possibly have seen the Lord's blessings coming upon the people of the desert 
through the wealth of oil? 

Esau's rivalry could only have deepened with his marriage to Ishmael's 
daughter Mahalath (Genesis 28:9). This history between Edom and Israel was one 
of strife with their subjugation under Israelite Kings. 

The next great cause of strife between Islam and the West were the Crusades 
of 1096  1291. Even though taking place almost a thousand years ago  these are 
still a cause of strife between the Nation of Islam and the West. A writer in the 
1950's in a major Egyptian weekly said, "Our difference with the West is an 
essential and primary one. Its roots go back in the past as far as the crusades ... the 
battle with the West has been going on, and it can only lead to one of the two 
conclusions that allow of no compromise: our defeat or that of the West."

Things continued to worsen with the expulsion from Spain in 1492. The 
Madrid bombings in Spain murdered hundreds of people in 2004. Most Westerners 
attributed the attacks to Osama's attempt to influence the upcoming election in 
order to favor the party that advocated withdrawal of Spanish troops from Iraq. 
Although that accounted for the timing of the attack, the reason was much deeper. 
Following the atrocity, Osama bin Laden noted the expulsion of the Muslims from 
Spain back in 1492  "the tragedy of Andalusia"  as one of the "root causes" for the 
attack. 

Things continued to mount up with the dismantling of the Ottoman Empire 
in 1922 A. D. The Ottoman Empire was drawn Into World War I on the losing side 
until the last Ottoman Sultan, Mohammed VI, surrendered by signing the Treaty of 
Sevres in 1920. The once grand Empire was to eventually be reduced to modem 
day Turkey. The Arab provinces being divided into the individual nations that we 
know today  Iraq, Jordan, Syria, Saudi Arabia and so on. North Africa coming 
under European domination. 

According to Ephraim Karsh, Professor of Mediterranean Studies at King's 
College, London, this dismantling is viewed as a "standard antiWestern indictment, 
which attributes Islam's current dismal position to the postWorld War I 
dismemberment of the last Islamic great power." Osama bin Laden viewed the 9/11 
attacks as a heroic retribution which targeted "the main enemy who divided the 
Umma into small and little countries." 
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The next source of strife came with the formation of Israel on May 15, 1948. 
In 1917, the British Foreign Minister, Arthur Balfour committed to work toward 
"the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish People." This 
became known as the "Balfour Declaration." The State of Israel, the first Jewish 
state in nearly 2,000 years, was proclaimed by the United Nations on 14 May 
1948. The declaration came into effect the following day as the last British troops 
with drew, Palestinians remember 15 May as “al-Nakba," or "the catastrophe." 

The present Muslim leadership is certainly not the first Muslim leader to 
vow the destruction of Israel. The day after the state of Israel was declared five 
krab armies from Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq immediately invaded 
Israel but were driven back. 

On May 26, just before the 1967 war, Gamal Abdel Nasser, the charismatic 
president of Egypt (Anwar Sadat his VP), announced his intentions to the world, 
"Our main objective will be the destruction of Israel." The Iraqi president, Abdel 
Rahman Aref, was just as determined in this statement, "We are determined and 
united to achieve our clear aim  to remove Israel from the map." 

Israel is viewed by many as "a neo-crusading Jewish bridgehead in the midst 
of the 'Arab nation' so as to keep it divided." As long as Israel exists, it will be a 
constant source of strife with the west. 

And last of all, is our current U.S. Foreign Policy. In February 1998 bin 
Laden mustered his vast wealth to found his terrorist organization. The front's 
founding charter accused the United States of defiling Islam's holiest sites through 
its military presence in Saudi Arabia. It noted: "All these crimes and sins 
committed by the Americans are a clear declaration of war on Allah, his 
messenger, and Muslims." This charter led to Osama bin Laden issuing the 
following fatwa: "To kill Americans and their allies  civilians and military  is an 
individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is 
possible to do it ... We  with Allah's help  call on every Muslim who believes in 
Allah and wishes to be rewarded to comply with Allah's order to kill the Americans 
and plunder their money wherever and whenever they find it.”

 
These were not idle threats. Within a few months he destroyed the American 

embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, killing 224 people and injuring 4,500. Within 
two years he attacked the destroyer USS Cole, and within another year committed 
the atrocities of 911. 
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Research Center found that in most areas, Muslim Americans are 
mainstream. However, I was astounded to view their findings that 60% of 
American Muslims do not believe that Arabs had anything to do with the 911 
attacks. Even more disconcerting is the influence radical Islam is having on youth. 
Of Muslims under 30 year of age: 31% are either not sure or are in favor of 
bombing civilians in the defense of Islam. Only 69% said such tactics are never 
justified. 

What is the solution to these long standing points of strife between Islam 
and the West? A missionary to the Muslim nations gave this answer: "The only 
hope for the future is to win the hearts of Muslim people today: one by one." This 
is not something that will happen publicly. Privately, Christians must show love 
and respect, with wisdom. The task will not be easy, but it is certainly not 
impossible.
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