
How To Fulfill the Greatest Commandment #5 
Relationships and Evangelism 

Acts 5:42 

For the last few Sundays we have been talking about how can we as a 
Church Family go about fulfilling the greatest commandment as stated by Jesus in 
Matthew 22:35-39, “Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing 
Him, and saying, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said 
to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second 
is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” It seems to me, the only way 
to accomplish this awesome feat is through relationships. In other words, to be 
a reflection of God in the world, making Him known, bringing glory to Him, we, 
the body of Christ, exist in relationship to each other. If we are going to reach 
our world for the cause of Christ, we must be willing to strengthen our 
relationships within in order to establish relationship without. 

Therefore, as we come to end of this series, I want to talk to you about 
establishing relationships within the fellowship of believers in order to 
establish relationships without.  

All that happened preceding our text, building up toward the end of 
Acts 5, is a part of the work and the following movement, of the Early Church. 
They created their own problems by their bold witnessing, by their dynamic 
preaching and teaching, by their great love for one another, and by their very 
impact on the community around them. So much so that again and again they 
were brought before the authorities, and they were threatened, they were put in 
jail, and the Lord let them out again. 

In their frustration and determination to find a way to stop these early 
Christians, the Sanhedrin met to discuss the matter of this controversial 
movement called the “way.” Then a man by the name of Gamaliel spoke these 
memorable words of wisdom in Acts 5:35-39, “And he said to them: “Men of 
Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do regarding these men. For 
some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about 
four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all who obeyed him were scattered and 
came to nothing. After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the census, 
and drew away many people after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him 
were dispersed. And now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them 
alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come to nothing; but if it is of 
God, you cannot overthrow it - lest you even be found to fight against God.” Verse 
40 says, “And they agreed with him, and when they had called for the apostles and 
beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and 
let them go.” 
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Then in one verse, verse 42, we have the summary of the Early Church, 
even today. The Greek says, “And not for a single day did they stop teaching in 
the temple square and in private houses the good news of Jesus the Christ.” 

I want to take a moment to show you the key statement in Acts 2:1, “When 
the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.” 
Being in “one accord” does not mean they all agreed on everything, it simply 
means they all had one common objective, one common goal! Jesus reminded 
us in Matthew 28:19-20 the common goal of believers is to make known the 
Good News that Jesus came into the world “to seek and save the lost” (Luke 
19:10). 

If all of that is true, and it is, then it is clear the priority of our local 
fellowship and entire Body of Christ is evangelism! 

In the past 18 years there has been a definite change in the way people 
think about evangelism. The traditional methods of evangelism are not as 
sacred in the minds of pastors as 18 years ago. We hear less about tent revivals, 
mass evangelism, and annual church evangelistic campaigns. 

But evangelism is not dead! In a Gallup Poll conducted for the Christian 
Broadcasting Network they reported 34 million adult Americans were 
involved in witnessing for Christ, and 43 million are actively participating in 
some type of Bible Study. An amazing 64.5 % said they were more interested in 
religion now then they were just 10 years ago. 

Evangelism is as hot as ever, but the old techniques are giving way to 
new ways to reach the lost, the un-churched, and the de-churched for the cause 
of Christ! Churches are turning from evangelistic outreach to evangelistic 
inreach. This type of evangelism finds church members witnessing for Christ in 
everyday life; getting their friends and family into church Bible Studies, Small 
Groups, and service projects. 

Traditionally, local churches have organized a “Visitation Program” 
where members were exhorted to become involved in going from house to 
house to witness for Christ. Surveys reveal that only 6 out of 100 visitors 
attended Church from that style of evangelism, whereas approximately 8 out 
of 10 persons became involved in the local fellowship when brought by a 
friend or relative. Therefore, the power of evangelism is in church members who 
share their faith because they love Jesus Christ and because they are excited about 
their church! 

 And that brings me to this question: What are people actually looking 
for in a church? A recent survey indicated that non-members look first for 
friendship when choosing a church. Secondly, they choose a church where they 
get spiritual help for their personal and family needs. Ladies and gentlemen, if 
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we are ever going to reach individuals for the cause of Christ we must be 
willing to build relationships. 

Let me ask you a question: What do you suppose this lost world thinks 
of we Christians, when only three Christians out of every 100 are ever 
instrumental in leading a lost soul to Christ? Yet, they see us gather every 
Sunday in our fine church houses that cost millions of dollars. We drive up in 
our shinny new automobiles and sit in our padded pews, and we say to “Worship 
God.” But, for some reason, we never seem willing to take the “Son” of God 
down to where they live!  

As I ride down the highways, I look at the wording on their church 
signs. And they say, “Christ is the answer,” “Jesus our only hope,” “Christ 
satisfies,” “America needs God,” or “Christ makes the difference.”  And yet, we 
remain silent about that Christ!  

So, if our relationships are going to be established among our abiding 
membership where do we start? Mountain Grove Church offers some 
fantastic opportunities to develop personal and lasting relations: Sunday 
School, Life Groups, Children’s Ministries, Youth Ministries, Counseling 
Ministries, Marriage Ministries, Sr. Adult Ministries, and Food Ministries. Each 
of these ministries offers opportunities to build relationships. 

For example, Sunday School is uniquely designed to build relationships 
with people of all ages. No one is too young or too old for Sunday School here 
at Mountain Grove. Sunday School is a place where friends are made and 
spiritual needs are met. No pledge has to be signed. No dues are to be paid. 
Sunday School is for every one, everywhere.  

What does that have to do with evangelism? First, if you are a Sunday 
School Teacher look at your class roll and see who those people are that are no 
longer attending your class, or Church even). Where are they and why are they 
missing? Enlist your class members to make a phone call, send a card, to let 
them know they are missed and you want them back. In other words, take an 
interest in the people as you continue to build strong relationships! 

Mrs. Jan Chester is over our Adult Ministries here at Mountain Grove 
and can give you any information you might need concerning Sunday School. 
She can tell you where they meet, as well as the age groups involved. Feel free 
to visit a class, and if you would like, visit another until you find a Sunday School 
Class where you are comfortable. 

Therefore, if you attend Sunday School don’t be afraid to ask people to 
come and join in the activities! I promise you there are plenty of folks who 
would like to feel they are a vital part of something greater then themselves. 
So don’t be afraid to ask! 
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Then we have Life Groups. A Life Group is a small group that consist of 
singles, couples, or single again, who gather each week (or every other week – 
your group will decide your schedule) in a home, workplace, restaurant or 
some place of your choice. In a group you’ll hang out, study the Word, and pray 
together.  

Life Groups experiences are designed to build a culture of acceptance, 
belonging, and care, which results in loving, learning and growing together. 

The best way to experience a small group is to start one of your own. It’s 
simple! Just grab three or four friends, or two or three other couples, find a place 
to meet, and you’re good to go!  

We suggest you join and/or develop a Life Group based on your 
“station” in life rather than on geography. That is, find two or four couples, or 
four or five individuals, in which you share common interests, backgrounds, 
marital status, or similar aged children and then start planning your time 
together. But a word of warning: Life Groups are designed for connection and 
building relationships, not intervention! 

The best way to meet even more people and develop even more 
relationships is for each Group (and a few months) to “birth” another Group 
with a different group of folks! And the beat goes on! 

Mrs. Jan Chester and can also give you all the help, suggestions and 
guidance needed for starting and developing a Life Group. 

As we begin to develop relationships within, then we are better equipped 
to develop relationships with those outside the that are lost, hurting, and 
searching for something greater then themselves. 

Church, hear me well today: if we believe there is a hell, why are our 
eyes so dry? Why are our hearts so hard?  

If we believe hell is real, why are our efforts so feeble and our actions so 
neutral? Why are our tongues so silent and our lips so still? 

Ladies and gentlemen, if we believe in the Great Commission why are 
we doing nothing for the cause of Christ when it comes to reaching our to 
those who so desperately need a Savior? 

If you have never been saved why not today? 
Please stand for prayer. 

Father, 
Your Word is true. Give me the faith to look past self and the courage to 

build relationships and a passion to share my story of what Christ has done for me. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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