
How To Fulfill the Greatest Commandment #2 
Building Relationships in Your Marriage 

Philippians 2:13 

This is our second message is a series based on Jesus’ answer in Matthew 
22:37-38 concerning “the greatest commandment.” “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” I have titled this series: “How to fulfill the Greatest Commandment.” 
Last week we talked about building relationships with unsaved people. This 
week we move into another very important area of relationships - marriage. 

The Bible has a lot to say about relationships and everything we talk about 
today can be applied to you in your context with significant relationships. For 
those of us who are married, we used dating to build a relationship. Dating is 
explosive.  It is passionate.  It is exciting.  Listen to the language of dating, “The 
way she walks is so cute….  The way he talks is contagious….  There is nothing 
like it.  I don’t know how I have lived without him for so long…. She is the most 
amazing creature I have ever met.”  

Then you marry. And of course there is a honeymoon period and the weeks 
become months. And the months become years and the years group themselves 
together and they become decades. And what used to be delightfully surprising is 
now deadly familiar. Now, he is so…ordinary. She is so… familiar. The new has 
worn off and what once sizzled now has to work to maintain a fizzle. And yet, 
marriage is the most important earthly relationship that we can have.  But 
sometimes even good marriages are in need of an occasional tug and nudge – a 
challenge. We all need to be challenged to take our marriage relationship to 
the next level.  

When one studies God’s love letter to us – His word, the Bible – we find 
lots of hope, lots of instruction, and real practical application. The Bible 
describes relationships, especially the marriage, as something that should 
thrive not just survive. I have been in the ministry for almost fifty years. I have 
seen many young people grow up into adulthood, and when they marry, they 
want me to marry them. And the result is that I have done a ton of weddings.  
When the Bride and the Groom come walking down that isle they have no doubt in 
their minds that their marriage will be successful and thrive.  Survival is not the 
goal.  There is no such thinking such as, “I am going to gut this thing out for about 
five years and maybe I will be able walk away with a couch.”  Oh no, people are 
not thinking that way on their Wedding Day. It is a day of excitement and a day 
of expectancy! 
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Let’s stop right here long enough to do a little evaluation on ourselves: on 
our own marriage.  Where is your marriage today? What kind of relationship 
have you built with your spouse?  Would you say that your relationship with 
your mate is one of romance? Would you say it is a relationship that can best 
be described as routine? Or would you have to say that your relationship with 
your mate could be best described as simply roommates?   

So, where are you in your marriage relationship? Which one of these three 
would you have to say best describes your marriage? I can tell you today, one of 
these situations describes your marriage! 

If we are going to be honest, we have to realize that some of the very best 
marriages still hurt some of the time. But bad marriages hurt all of the time. I 
have no doubt that God wants to heal your marriage just as much as He wants to 
heal your body from some dreaded disease.  

So for the next few minutes I want to give you some steps to help you keep 
your marriage on the right track, or to help you get it back to where God 
wants it to be.  

1.  The first step it to make a commitment to a long term growing marriage. 
It is a fact – marriage is a process that demands our attention!  

Linda and I have been married for 52 years, and every year I try to set 
aside at least one month to preach a series on Marriage & Family.  Why?  
Because it reminds me the importance of my own marriage, as well as reminding 
you of the importance of your marriage.  

When my children and my children’s children look back on our marriage 
I want them to them to know that in spite of the ups and downs we were 
madly in love with one another.  Still in love with life and still in love with 
God. I want my life and marriage to count for something in the kingdom of God.  

   2.  The second step is making a commitment to serve your spouse. Romans 
12:10 says, “Love each other with genuine affection.  Take delight in honoring 
each other.” Another translation says, “Outdo one another in showing honor.” 
Philippians 2:2,4 says, “Live together in love as though you had only one mind and 
spirit between you.  Look to each other’s interest, not merely your own.” The 
bottom line is this - selfishness kills, serving wins. This truth applies to all 
relationships, not just marriages.   

 The greatest way to serve your mate is not just doing but being. 1 
Corinthians 13 gives us this insight to what “being” means in love and marriage, 
“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. Love 
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does not demand its own way. Love is not irritable.  It keeps no record of when it 
has been wronged. It’s never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth 
wins.  Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always helpful and endures 
through every circumstance.”   

How is it possible to love like this? How do we develop this kind of selfless 
biblical love?  It is a process of allowing Christ to love your spouse through you.  

3.  The third step is to put some joy in your marriage. The Bible says in 
Ecclesiastes 9:9, “Enjoy life with your wife.” 1 Timothy 6:17 tells us that “God 
richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” The Bible tells us in 
Matthew 11:19, “Jesus came enjoying life.” Let me ask you a very, very serious 
question - Are you fun to live with?  

When was the last time you did something just for fun to break the 
monotony, something crazy with, or for, your spouse? If your life becomes 
predictable, your marriage becomes predictable – predictability kills. It moves 
us quickly from lovers into the Roommates.  

Listen very carefully; the willingness to change and the willingness to 
experiment begins with an attitude. Some if you will never be any different 
because of your stinking attitude! I really don’t mean to be ugly, but Jesus 
himself would have a hard time trying to live with some of you! Listen, some of 
the greatest changes you need to make have to do with your attitude!  

Proverbs 17:22 says, “A merry heart does good, like medicine.” I challenge 
you to learn to laugh – it will do you good! 

4.  The fourth step is to put God first in your marriage. This is the 
foundation for a successful relationship. Remember, Jesus said, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 
That is where it all begins! 1 John 1:7 says, “If we’re living in light of God’s 
presence, then we have wonderful fellowship and joy with each other.” You see, 
you can’t have the kind of growth God wants you to have; you can’t have the 
kind of attitude God wants you to have; you can’t have the kind of joy God 
wants you to have; unless you are willing to put Him first! 

  Listen very carefully to me right here: I am not suggesting that if you are 
a non-Christian couple that you cannot have a good marriage.  Not at all!!  
What I am suggesting is that a Christ-centered marriage relationship can add a 
whole new dimension of who you are to that relationship.  I might compare it to a 
Christ-less relationship is like black and white television, twelve-inch screen.  A 
Christ-centered relationship is Jumbo-tron, picture-in-picture, and multiple 
remotes.  Both are getting the same picture. But the one is lacking the richness 
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and fullness of a relationship with Christ offers. Jesus said it this way in John 
15:4-5, “Remain in Me and I will remain in you.  You cannot be fruitful apart from 
Me.  I am the vine and you are the branches.  Those who remain in Me and I 
remain in them will produce much fruit.” How do we grow and produce fruit in 
our lives, in our marriage? It is by remaining in Him. It is by staying connected 
to Him. 

What’s the deal with fruit?  Galatians 5:22-23 says, “When the Holy Spirit 
controls our lives, He will produce this kind of fruit in us. (See if these descriptions 
would not change you and/or your marriage.) Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.” Some of you are saying, “I 
need that in my marriage.”  You get it when you are connected in a right 
relationship with God.   

Ever so often I get asked, “What happens if my spouse is not a believer?  What 
do I do?”  Well, the first thing you don’t do is to preach to them all the time. 
You don’t badger them with a “holier-than-thou” attitude! You bear fruit 
naturally.  You live your life honoring God. You don’t have to wear Christian T-
shirts all the time.  You don’t have to leave his radio turned to the Christian station 
all the time.  You don’t have to put tracks in his suitcase and sing Christian 
songs and pray out loud for his sins. You just let Jesus love him/her through 
you.  Bear fruit naturally.  Can I just be honest with you right here?  Some of 
you ladies give more attention and show more Christian love to the other 
ladies in your Bible Study class than you do to your husband. And guys, some 
you or much more comfortable freezing your buns off in the woods than you are 
being at home alone with your wife.  

If you want to win a non-believing spouse to the Lord, then you just live 
your life in a way that bears biblical fruit. Listen, with a gentle loving, 
prayerful, cooperative, spirit you love him /her, as you love the Lord, and you 
let them see the beauty and difference that Christ makes in your life. In other 
words, just love them to the Lord!          

Let me just stop and say something right here. If you are here today and 
you are not saved, I respect you for coming.  And I want you to know that you 
and I have the same issues in life.  I have kids and grandkids. I have to figure 
out how to love my wife.  I have events to attend and time to manage.  In other 
words, I have a life to.   

The difference between a person that is lost and a Christian is, as a 
Christian; I have a personal relationship with the Creator of the universe. I 
am not just a creation of His.  I am His child. I have said “yes” to Him. And 
because I have said, “yes” to Him, He has come into my life and forgiven me 
of every wrong I have ever done.  He has wiped away my past. He guides me in 
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my present.  He gives me a hope for eternity.  And that is the big difference 
between you and me. 

The Bible says in John 1:12, “To all who believed Him and accepted Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of God.” So, if you are not saved, today 
is a great time to come to Jesus! 

Please stand for prayer. 

Father, 

Your Word is true. Thank You for showing you that next to my relationship 
with You comes my relationship to my spouse. Give me the faith and courage to 
make the changes necessary in my life to help make my marriage what it should be 
in Your eyes. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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