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How God Talks to You 

  Job 33:14 
 This is the second message in the series titled “Learning to Hear 
God’s Voice,” and today we are going to look specifically at “How 
God talks to you.” When we talk about people hearing from God, 
many people think this is something very mystical, like it's 
something unusual or extraordinary that God talks to people. But the 
fact is, He does it all the time. The Bible teaches us in the book of 
Genesis that God created us to have fellowship with Him, that He 
created us with the ability to tune into Him, to hear Him, to listen to 
Him, and to talk back to Him. It's nothing unusual. All of us can do it. 
 

Job 33:14 reads like this in the Hebrew, "For God speaks again and 
again, though people do not recognize it.” Job says the problem is not 
that God isn't talking. The problem is our perception. Sometimes 
we're just not tuned in. God wants to communicate with you because 
you can't have a relationship without communication. God wants to 
have a relationship with you. He wants to talk to you. He created you 
with the capacity to hear His voice. 

 
How does God talk to us? God is not limited to any single way. 

There are many, many ways. That is why in this series we are talking 
about the many different ways that God talks to us. The Bible has 
some really spectacular ways. God spoke once through a burning 
bush. God spoke one time through a cloud. He often spoke through 
angels. One time He spoke through a pillar of fire. Another He even 
spoke to Balaam through a donkey. 

Today we're going to identify the four most common ways that 
God speaks to us. 

 First, God speaks through the Bible. This is the number one way 
God speaks. 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness.” The Greek reads like this, "The whole 
Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to teach us 
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what is true and make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It is God's 
way of making us well prepared at every point." Notice that the Bible 
tells us that God’s way of talking to us first is through His Word. 
The Bible is not just a good collection of wonderful thoughts and 
ideas of men, just a nice inspired collection. The Greek word 
translated "inspiration," literally means,  “God breathed." That means 
that the Bible is absolutely reliable. There is no other book in the 
world that is as reliable as the Word of God! The Bible will guide 
you; it will correct you; it will comfort you; and it will help you. But if 
you don’t spend some time reading it, how can God talk to you? 
This is why it’s so important to have a daily quiet time where you set 
down for 5, 10, 15, 20 minutes. If you're not doing that on a daily basis, 
you're missing the number one way God wants to talk to you.  
 
 Second, God speaks to us through gifted teachers. 1 Thessalonians 
2:13 reads like this in the Greek, "When we preached to you, you didn't 
think of the words as being just our own, but you accepted it as the very 
Word of God - which, of course, it was - and it changed your lives." 2 
Corinthians 2:13 says, "We do not speak in words taught by human 
wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit, as we explain spiritual 
truths." Have you ever sat in a church service and felt like God was 
speaking directly to you, that nobody else in the audience mattered, 
that God was speaking directly to your heart? He was. At that very 
moment God was speaking through a gifted teacher to tell you what 
He wants to say to you. God often uses other people to share His 
word with us.  
 
 God speaks through teachers, and preachers. And it changes our 
lives when we listen to them. I've had many people tell me, "After 
today's message, I feel like you have my house bugged." I'm not smart 
enough to think all this stuff up. I'm not that smart to come in here 
week after week, Sunday after Sunday, 52 weeks a year for the last 
30 years and hit it on the head every week. But God is. He impresses 
in my mind certain ideas and truths, and as I stand before you, God 
speaks to you through me.  
 
 But God also speaks through you. There have been many times 
in your life when a friend, or co-worker, or family member has come 
to you for advice, and your words of advice changed their life. Where 
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do you think it came from? God was speaking through you. If you are 
a Christian, God often speaks through you and you don't even know 
it. Why? Because He plants ideas and thoughts in your mind!  
 

 Third, God speaks through impressions. Jesus promised in John 
14:26, "But the Comforter, who is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatever I have said unto you." The Greek reads 
like this, "The Holy Spirit will be your teacher and will bring to your 
mind all that I have said to you." As believers, God puts creative 
thoughts and ideas in our minds. Where do you think that creative idea 
came from? We are made in God's image. Therefore, human beings 
have the ability to be creative. Therefore, God gives you those ideas.  

 
Why is it so important to really hear God speak? There are three 

reasons:  
 
First, it assures me that I am in God's family. Jesus said this in 

John 10:27, "I know those who are Mine and they hear My voice." Some 
of you may be brand new believers and when you first get started 
sometimes it's a little bit difficult to figure out. And you think, "Is this 
God talking to me or not?" The problem is - you're not used to His 
voice. But the more personal, the more intimate, I become with God 
through Christ, the more I begin to recognize His voice!  

 
When any of my three kids call me they don't have to say, "This is 

Stephanie, your daughter" or "Chip or Bruce, your son" - I know their 
voice. Why? Because we have a personal relationship.  

 
There's a person who comes to my house every single day of my 

life except Sunday. That person is called the mail carrier. I know 
who this person is. I know what she looks like. I say "Hi" to her. She 
has even brought gifts to my door. But I don't' really know her. I know 
about her. But I don't really know her. That's the difference.  

 
Listen to what we have been told in Romans 8:15-17, “For you did 

not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 



 4 

children, then heirs - heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.” The Greek 
reads like this, “So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful 
slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his 
own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” For his Spirit joins with 
our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. And since we are his 
children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of 
God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his 
suffering.” When you received Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, 
you were “adopted” into the family of God as one of His children! 
And the closer, the more intimate, you become to your heavenly 
Father the more you recognize His voice when He speaks to you!  

 
Second, it protects me from mistakes. Jesus said this about the Holy 

Spirit in John 14:15-17, “If you love me, obey my commandments. And 
I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will 
never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The 
world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t 
recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and 
later will be in you.” And in John 16:3 Jesus said, “When the Spirit of 
truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his 
own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the 
future.” Jesus continues in John 16:8-10, “And when He has come, He 
will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of 
sin, because they do not believe in Me; of righteousness, because I go to 
My Father and you see Me no more.” The Bible says in Job 33:17, “God 
speaks causing them to change their mind and keeping them from pride 
and from falling into some traps." Child of God, it is the Ministry of 
the Holy Spirit to prick the inner-most recesses of your heart, with 
divine conviction if you are considering a decision that goes again the 
know Word and Will of God for your life. If you listen, God will warn 
you in advance and you will avoid a whole lot of mistakes in life.  

 
Third, listening to God is the secret of a productive life. The Bible 

gives us these insights into God’s will for a productive life. 3 John 2 
says, “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in 
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health, just as your soul prospers.” Ephesians 1:11 says, “Furthermore, 
because we are united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from 
God, for he chose us in advance, and he makes everything work out 
according to his plan.” Psalm 23:1-3 says, “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation - so why should I be afraid? The Lord is my fortress, 
protecting me from danger,    so why should I tremble? When evil 
people come to devour me, when my enemies and foes attack me, they 
will stumble and fall. Though a mighty army surrounds me, my heart 
will not be afraid. Even if I am attacked, I will remain confident.” 
Philippians 4:11-13 says, “Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned 
how to be content with whatever I have. I know how to live on almost 
nothing or with everything. I have learned the secret of living in every 
situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or little. 
For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.” 

 
Beloved, the more I depend on God's guidance, the more 

successful I am. Success is knowing God's will and being obedient to 
it. If you want to make an impact with your life, if you want to be 
effective, it's real simple, tune into God and do what He tells you to do. 

 
Some of you have sensed God speaking to you today. What is 

God saying to you today? Hebrews 3:15 tells us, "Today, if you hear 
God's voice speaking to you, do not harden your heart against him." No 
matter how long you've ignored God and His voice, He still loves 
you and He still wants to have a relationship with you. 

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Every one please stand and make this your personal prayer. 

Father, 
Help me to spend some time every day reading Your Word. Help me 

to be open to impressions that You want to give me. I want to open up 
my life and ask You to lead me and guide me and use me for Your glory. 
In Jesus’ name. AMEN 


