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How To Hear God Speak 
Luke 8:4-15 

One of the most basic claims of Christianity is that God speaks to 
people. All through the Bible you see the phrase, "And God said..." 
Pretty soon you get the idea that God really does speak to people. 
God wants to have a relationship with you. He wants to have a 
personal relationship with you. But there is no relationship without 
communication. God has chosen to speak to us. 

The problem is communication is often misunderstood. When my 
wife speaks to me I often, (a) don't hear it, or (b) misunderstand it. 
I'm sure I'm the only man that ever felt that way! Men, there are two 
things you need to understand about women.... and nobody knows 
what they are! If I have that much difficulty with my wife - who I 
spend my entire life with, and love dearly - and still we don't always 
communicate clearly, how much more should you expect there to be 
communication problems with God?  

Frankly, I am very skeptical of people who always have a clear 
word from God. A lot of stupid things have been done by people 
who claim that God has spoken to them. I am very skeptical when 
people tell me, "God told me this..." They always have a clear word. I 
get the idea that some people think that pastors always understand 
exactly what God wants us to do. That's not true. I am often as 
confused as everybody else about what God is trying to say. Some of 
you think I have a little red telephone on my desk and when I pick it 
up God tells me what to say to you and I talk with him that way. 
God doesn’t send me e-mails. He doesn't even talk to me on 
Facebook. Sometimes I'm just as much in the dark about hearing 
from God as you are. And yet, there are times when God speaks to me 
and I know exactly who it is, who's putting that idea in my mind. I know 
where that impression is coming from. 

 
What makes the difference? The difference is attitude. 

This morning we're beginning a new series I'm calling, "Learning to 
Hear God's Voice." Nothing is more important to you than 
understanding that God wants to talk to you and that you can 
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actually hear Him if you just tune in. Jesus once said in Luke 8:8, "He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear!" Get your ears on!  

 
Jesus tells this story in Luke 8:5-8, “A sower went out to sow his 

seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled 
down, and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as 
soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. And 
some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 
But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a 
hundredfold.” Back in the Middle East they didn’t plant one seed per 
spot and cover it with dirt. They did what was called 
“broadcasting.” A farmer would have a pouch on his side filled with 
seed and, as he'd walk through the field, which he had already tilled, he 
would toss out the seed, scattering them. Obviously some of the seed 
falls on good soil and some of it doesn't.  

 
Jesus says these four soils represent four mental attitudes in 

people. And these four mental attitudes represent each of us in this 
building. We may vary from time to time, but each of us has 
demonstrated these attitudes. Sometimes we are very open to what God 
wants to say to us. Sometimes we are closed. And there are times we 
absolutely must hear from God. 
 
 In today’s study I want to share four things we need to do to 
hear from God: 
 
 First, I must cultivate an open mind. If I am ever going to hear 
from God, I must want to hear, I must be eager to hear, and I must be 
receptive.  
 
 Some of you today have never been saved. You are still trying to 
determine if you really need Christ. We are glad you are here. Some of 
you are new believers. And, obviously, some of you have been saved 
for many years. But if I were to ask you, “Have you ever heard God 
speak to you?” There are many of you who would say, “I can’t think of a 
time in my life where I ever actually heard God speak to me.” I am not 
talking about an audible voice, but an impression in your mind that 
you knew was from God! 
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Why is it that so many Christians never hear from God? One of 
the possible reasons is you have never been open to the possibility of 
it. When you have a closed mind, obviously, God is not going to get 
through! 

 
This is the first type of soil, as seen in verse 5, "Some seed fell on 

the path and it was trampled on and the birds of the air came and ate it 
up...." He continues in verse 12, "Those along the path are like people 
who hear and then the devil comes along and takes away the word from 
their hearts so they cannot believe and be saved."  

 
On every farm, in every field there was a footpath the farmer 

would walk down. As he went he would throw seed out onto the land 
that was tilled. There are two characteristics of a footpath.  

One, these paths are hardened because of the constant traffic of 
workers people walking. The soil is compacted and it's not fertile 
and tilled like the rest of the field. It's hard.   

 
Second, these paths are narrow. Do you know anybody like that? 

They are closed minded, narrow minded, and hard hearted. They are 
not even open to the possibility that God might speak to them. As a 
result, Jesus says the farmer sows seed but it can't penetrate the soil 
because it's hard and compacted. It can't take root, it can't sprout, it 
just lays on the surface of the ground and the birds come along and eat 
it. It never even gets a chance.  

 
Many times this is true of us. God wants to speak to us, but He 

doesn't even get a chance because our minds are closed, our hearts 
are hardened, we've made up our mind, we've already decided what 
we're going to do, so we don't hear from God. We've already decided 
what we're going to do in the situation.  

 
What causes a child of the Living God to have a closed mind 

when it comes to hearing from God? 

First of all, pride causes us to have a closed mind. When I'm 
filled with pride, I close my mind to God and He can't get in and say 
anything to me because I think I've got it all figured out. So I don't 
pray and I don’t listen. 
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The second thing is, sometimes we're just afraid of what God 
might say to us. He might tell me something hard. He might tell me to 
do something unpopular. He might tell me to do something I think I 
can't do or I don't want to do. So I'm afraid. So I close my mind. Some 
people close their mind to God simply out of fear. 

The third thing is bitterness. Whenever we've been hurt and we 
hold on to those hurtful memories, it causes us to close our minds to 
God. We start saying things like, "God, why did You allow this? Why is 
this happening to me? If You're such a great, loving and powerful God, 
why did this happen?" May I tell you that you're going to be hurt in 
life? You will have pain in this life. This is not heaven, this is earth. 
God has given us a free choice and so people are free to do wrong 
things and the result is innocent people suffer. Not everything that 
happens in this world is God's will. He has given us the freedom to 
choose. So innocent people get hurt. What you do with that hurt will 
determine whether you become a better person or a bitter person. A 
bitter life is a wasted life. When we become bitter and when we hold on 
to our hurts, it only prolongs the pain, and the start blaming God. As a 
result, we close our mind. People who have been deeply hurt often 
have a hard time opening up their minds and their hearts to God.  

 
Obviously in a crowd this size, some of you have been deeply hurt 

in the past. Some of you maybe have lost a loved one, maybe 
recently. You still feel that pain. Some of you were abused as children 
or you were molested. You may have even been raped. Some of you 
were verbally abused, physically abused, emotionally abused. Some of 
you have known the betrayal of a spouse who was unfaithful to you 
and that still hurts. Some of you have even been hurt by other people 
who claim to be Christians. Some of you were hurt by some church 
situation and/or Pastor. Therefore, we blame God for what other 
people have done to us. 

If you have been deeply hurt, let me say two things to you: One, 
I'm sorry you hurt. I really mean that. And I promise you this – God 
hurts with you! He understands the pain you've gone through. God 
has not promised to exempt us from pain, but He has promised us in 
Hebrews 13:5, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
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Two, I want to say to you, when you are in pain and when you are 
hurt, don’t run from God. Run to God. He's the one who can help. 
He's the one who can comfort. He's the one who can care. He's the 
one who can make a difference. He's the one who can bring healing to 
your emotions and your body and your past. Nobody else can do that. 
When you run from God out of pain, you're running from the only 
person who can heal it. Never allow any other human being or 
experience to block your relationship to God.  

Verse 6 continues this way; “Other seed fell on shallow soil with 
rock beneath. The seed began to grow but soon withered and died for 
lack of moisture.”  Jesus is saying this represents the superficial type 
of hearer. These are those people, who hear the Word, and they get 
all excited about it but it doesn’t last. When the heat is on and when 
the problems come they will wither and fall away.  

They come to Church, they hear the message, they get all 
excited, but they never do anything about it! And the result is they 
are just shallow, superficial, believers! They have no roots. When the 
heat is on, they're not going to last. They look good and sound good, 
but there is no substance – no staying power!  

 
Verse 7 says, "Other seen fell among the thorns (weeds) which grew 

up with it and choked the plants." Verse 14 says, "This seed that fell 
among the thorns stands or represents those who hear the word but as 
they go on their way they're choked by life's worries, riches, and 
pleasures." This soil represents those believers with a preoccupied 
mind. In other words; we are distracted by the things of life. We can’t 
hear from God because we are preoccupied with our finances, or our 
children, or our employment, or our friends, or our enemies! 

 
And Jesus refers to the things as “weeds.” Do you know what it 

takes to grow “weeds”? Absolutely nothing!!  
 
Do you know what “weeds” represent? Clutter! We can’t hear 

God because of the clutter in our lives! 
 
The fourth soil represents a willing heart. Willing to do whatever 

God tells you to do, before He even tells you as seen in verse 15, "The 
seed on the good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart who 
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hear the word of God and retain it and by persevering produce a good 
crop." Notice the word "retain." They not only hear God's word but 
they “retain” it. They write it down, they listen to it, they think about it 
and go over it. The result is a productive life. 

 
Here’s the question I want to close with: What are you going to 

do as a result of today's message? The Bible says in James 1:22, "... be 
doers of the word, not hearers only." Do something. The moment you 
walk out the door, the devil is going to try to steel the seed of what we 
talked about today. He's going to try to get you distracted, about 
whom you saw and what was wrong, about the jerk that pulled in front 
of you in the parking lot, or any number of other distractions. 

If you want to make today's service count for something in your 
life; you must do something about what you have heard! Don't waste 
it. 

If you are not saved, why not today? 

Everyone please stand and make this your prayer. 

Father, 
Your Word is true. Help me to have an open mind to Your Word and 

voice. Give me the courage to forgive and move on with my life. In 
Jesus' name. Amen.  


