
God’s Eternal Plan #36 
The Eternal State 

Revelation 21 

 We have come to the end of this concerning “God’s Eternal Plan” and in 
this study we are going to look at what the Scriptures have to about the 
Eternal State of the universe, the church, and the Jews.  

The only foundation that we have for what we believe is the Bible, and 
anything outside the Bible is just a guess when it comes to understanding 
biblical doctrine as well as prophecy. Therefore, we begin this study in 
Revelation 21:1 where John says, “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.” 
We have this interesting comment concerning the Eternal State from Peter in 2 
Peter 3:10, 13, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which 
the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with 
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up… 
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth 
in which righteousness dwells.” The promise Peter is referring to is found in Isaiah 
65:17, "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former shall not 
be remembered or come to mind.” 

The Bible teaches us that when God created the earth it was a perfect 
creation, but sin placed the whole creation under vanity instead of under blessings, 
as seen in Romans 8:20-22, "For the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself 
also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with 
birth pangs together until now.” The Greek word translated "subjected" means “to 
put under, to subordinate.” The Greek word translated “vanity” in the King James 
Version and “futility” in the New King James Version literally mean “useless, or 
profitless.” The Bible tells us in Genesis 3:17-18, “Then to Adam He said, Because 
you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you, saying, You shall not eat of it: Cursed is the ground for your 
sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it 
shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field.” But, in addition to 
the earth, we are told in Genesis 3:14 that the animal creation was also put under 
the curse, "So the Lord God said to the serpent: Because you have done this, you 
are cursed more than all cattle, and more than every beast of the field; on your 
belly you shall go, and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.” Certainly God 
did not intend for His creation to be, as we know it today. The truth of the 
matter is, we live in a fallen world - that is why things become polluted, and 
why things die  because of the curse of sin! But one glorious day all creation 
shall be delivered from the curse of sin.   
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Now I want to back up and look again at the words of 2 Peter 3:10, "But the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the 
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.” It is important for us to 
realize that Peter is not telling us that this earth will be annihilated. The Greek 
word translated "new" in Revelation 21:1 does not mean merely new as to 
time, but also as to kind. It is a new kind of heaven and a new kind of earth. The 
first heaven and the first earth will not be annihilated; they are to be purged 
by the fire of God and regenerated. Satan has defiled both spheres, and God 
will therefore make them anew. Therefore, everything that was brought under the 
curse will be renovated (made sinless) by the purging fire of God; such as thorns 
and briars, disease causing germs, and anything that will hinder the fullness of life 
and laughter. 

In other words, the “new earth” is made in the same sense that the believer is 
"a new man" in Christ, that is, he is a changed man, quickened and renewed by the 
Spirit of God.  

One of the most beautiful pictures in all the Word of God is that of a 
renovated earth, restored to its original state. The Garden of Eden was 
beautiful; the flowers were at their brightest peak, the trees their darkest 
green, the temperature was just right throughout the year. Isaiah 11:6-9 gives 
us this picture of animal life in the restored earth, “The wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, the calf and the young 
lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the 
bear shall graze; their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand in the viper’s (snake’s) den. They shall not hurt nor destroy 
in all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as 
the waters cover the sea.” In the eternal state, it will be a time of glory for the 
physical creation.  

The "new earth" will be glory for Israel, for God's unconditional 
covenant with Abraham will then be fulfilled. Exodus  3 2 : 1 3 t e l l s u s , 
“Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by 
Your own self, and said to them, I will multiply your descendants as the stars of 
heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I give to your descendants, and they 
shall inherit it forever.” This promise was once more restated in Jeremiah  7 : 7 , 
"Then I will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers 
forever and ever.” Psalm 37:11 says, "But the meek shall inherit the earth, and shall 
delight themselves in the abundance of peace.” It was Jesus Himself that said in 
Matthew 5:5, "Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth."  
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The hopes and dreams of all the prophets will be realized, when the 
King comes to reign throughout eternity! Regathered to her own land, 
trusting in the finished work of her Master on Calvary, this nation which, in 
spite of bitter persecution, has been miraculously preserved by God 
throughout the ages will occupy the "new earth.” Never again will she be 
plucked from her own land. And she will know of a surety that the God of 
Abraham is the Lord Jesus Christ, her Messiah and King.  

Look with me at some of the characteristics of the "new earth." 
Revelation 22:1-5 gives us this insight, “And he showed me a pure river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the 
middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore 
twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were 
for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall 
see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. There shall be no night 
there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. 
And they shall reign forever and ever.” We need to be careful to notice that there 
is a break between Revelation 21:27 and Revelation 22:1. Revelation 21 is 
telling us about the "new Jerusalem" and Revelation 22:15 draws our attention to 
the "new earth" or a Paradise regained!   

The first characteristic of the "new earth" is seen in the "river of life" 
and the "tree of life." This is the same "tree of life" that was taken away from 
Adam and Eve in the Book of Genesis. The "river of life" will run from the 
throne of God, and will wind its way throughout the "new earth."   

The "tree of life" will bear luscious fruit for our eating and the leaves 
will be for the healing of the nations. The Greek word translated "healing" 
actually means "life giving," as seen in Genesis 3:22-24, "Then the Lord God said, 
Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest 
he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever - 
therefore the Lord God sent him out of the Garden of Eden to till the ground from 
which he was taken. So He drove out the man; and He placed cherubim at the east 
of the Garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the 
way to the tree of life.” Remember, this is speaking of the "new earth," and 
they that dwell here will be those people who have come through the 
tribulation in their "natural" bodies. Therefore, in order to preserve their 
physical bodies, God will provide for them the "tree of life."   

You will also notice the word "nations," and that reminds us that there 
will be an eternal government system on the "new earth." The prophecy given 
in Isaiah 9:67 gives us this insight, "For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called 
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Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of 
David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice 
from that time forward, even forever.” God brought the first part of this prophecy 
to pass with the birth of our Lord, as seen in Luke 1:3033, "Then the angel said to 
her, Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you 
will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 
He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will 
give Him the throne of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”   

Jesus referred to this eternal government in Luke 22:29-30, "And I bestow 
upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me, 30 that you may 
eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.” Look once more at Revelation 21:24, "And the nations of them 
who are saved shall walk in the light of it, and the kings of the earth do bring their 
glory and honor into it." It is plain to see, from the Word of God, that life in the 
"new earth" will be full and organized!  

The next characteristic found in the "new earth" is that those there will 
worship and serve God.  Look at verse Revelation 21:3, “…and His servants shall 
serve Him.” And once more we have been told in Revelation 4:10 that the 
twentyfour elders shall "The twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on 
the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever…” Christ will be King in 
His eternal kingdom, and loving adoration will flow from our hearts as we 
gaze upon the face of our Lord!  

You will also notice that there will be no., night, no sun, and no moon, 
for "the Lord gives them light." This reminds us of John 8:12, where Jesus said, 
"I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but 
have the light of life.” This great spiritual application will become a reality in 
the eternal state!  

I want to close this study with the word of John found in Revelation 22:6-9, 
“Then the angel said to me, Everything you have heard and seen is trustworthy and 
true. The Lord God, who inspires his prophets, has sent his angel to tell his 
servants what will happen soon. Look, I am coming soon! Blessed are those who 
obey the words of prophecy written in this book. I, John, am the one who heard 
and saw all these things.”
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