
God’s Eternal Plan #33 
The Book Of Life 
Revelation 20:1115 

 In Revelation 20:12, 15 there is a reference made to the "book of life." 
This subject has caused a tremendous amount of confusion for the casual 
student of the Bible, and has caused an amount of disagreement among Bible 
scholars.  

In order for us to better understand what God is saying to us, we will need to 
go all the way back in the Old Testament to the book of Exodus 32:3034, "Now it 
came to pass on the next day that Moses said to the people, You have committed a 
great sin. So now I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I can make atonement for your 
sin. Then Moses returned to the Lord and said, Oh, these people have committed a 
great sin, and have made for themselves a god of gold! Yet now, if You will forgive 
their sin - but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written. And 
the Lord said to Moses, Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My 
book. Now therefore, go, lead the people to the place of which I have spoken to 
you. Behold, My Angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I visit 
for punishment, I will visit punishment upon them for their sin.”  

Although this is an Old Testament Scripture, Moses asked God to "blot" his 
name "out of Your book which You have written." Now, look at God's response, 
“And the Lord said to Moses, Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out 
of My book.” The point here is this – the names are already IN the "book."   

With that thought in mind, look with me at Philippians 4:3, "And I urge you 
also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with 
Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of 
Life.” Now, with that thought in mind, look at Revelation 13:7-8, "It was granted 
to him (the Beast) to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And 
authority was given him over every tribe, tongue, and nation. All who dwell on the 
earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” Look also at 1 Peter 1:18-20 to 
better understand the term "from the foundation of the world," "Knowing that you 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless 
conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He indeed was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you.” 
Now look at Revelation 21:27, “But there shall by no means enter it (Heaven) 
anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” And, then, in Revelation 22:19 we are told, 
"And if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall 
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take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things 
which are written in this book.”  

I guess the most popular concept of the "Lamb's book of life" is that 
when a person is saved God writes their name in the "Lamb's book of life," 
and, therefore, the thought is that God keeps a record of those that are saved. 
That sounds really great and awesome, but it simply does not line up with the 
Scriptures. A careful of the Scriptures found in Exodus 32:32, will reveal that the 
name are already in the book. And the same is true in Revelation 22:19, where we 
are told, "God shall take away his part from the Book of Life." The word “shall” 
indicates something that could happen in the future, which means the names 
are already there. What, then, is the answer?  

Well, the first thing that is required is for us to unlearn some of the 
traditional thinking that we have been taught. It is sad, but true, far too many 
preachers only preach and teach what they are taught by their 
denominational leadership and/or denominational colleges and seminaries.  

I believe the Bible teaches the moment an individual in consumed in his 
or her mother’s womb (that is when life begins) that God writes their name in 
the “Book of Life.” Look closely at Revelation 17:8 to see this truth, "The beast 
that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to 
perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not 
written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the 
beast that was, and is not, and yet is.” Once more, the indication here is that the 
"Lamb's Book of Life" was written "from the foundation of the world." This truth 
is really made clear in Revelation 3:5 where Jesus said, "He who overcomes shall 
be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of 
Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.” Jesus 
leaves no room to argue that the names have already been "written in heaven" is 
seen in Luke 10:17-20, "Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in Your name. And He (Jesus) said to them, I saw Satan 
fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I give you the authority to trample on 
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject 
to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” The 
significance of this truth is that Judas Iscariot was a part of the "seventy." We 
know that he was not saved, and yet, Jesus indicated that his name was 
“written in heaven."  

Let me take just a moment to back up to a point that I have already 
alluded to.  
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One of the questions that many Christians, and nonChristians, have 
trouble with concerns babies who are aborted and small children that die. 
Remember, we have been told in Revelation 20:15, "And anyone not found written 
in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” Now, the question is this: If 
your name is written in the Lamb's book of life when you are saved, how can 
an aborted baby or a child before the age of accountability have their name in 
this Lamb's book of life?  

Having said that, let me say this – there is no “age” of accountability as 
such. That is, there is no age (9, 10, 12 years old) that a child gets to that 
allows him or her to be saved. That is simply a saying that has confused far too 
many people. I had a lady in Florida that would not allow her granddaughter 
to be baptized because she was not twelve years old, therefore, she could not 
be saved. Why twelve years old? Because that is how old Jesus was when he 
went to the Temple. Therefore, some preacher had preached that twelve years 
old was the “age of accountability.” 

So, if a person has to be saved to have their name placed in the “Book of 
Life” aborted babies and little children that die cannot go to Heaven. But we 
know that is not true, as seen in the word of Jesus in  

I believe that the "Book of Life" is the register of the names of all 
humanity that God has prepared "from the foundation of the world." And I 
believe that when a man dies without Jesus Christ as his personal Savior, then 
his name is removed from the "Lamb's book of life."  

Now, look once more with me at Revelation 20:11-15, "Then I saw a great 
white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 
away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, 
which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by 
the things, which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who were in 
it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were 
judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of 
Life was cast into the lake of fire.” Look just a moment at the "books" in this 
passage of Scripture. What is God talking about here, when He says "and the 
books were opened"?  

There are some things that we simply do not know when it comes to 
what the "books" are. But on the other hand, there are some things that are 
revealed to us in the Scriptures.  
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We know one of these “books” will be the Book of Works. Jesus gave this 
warning in Luke 12:1-3, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that 
will not be known. Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard 
in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be 
(revealed).” Just as surely as believers will be rewarded for their works that 
have brought glory to the Lord, the unbeliever will be judged for the ungodly 
works that brought pain to humanity. It is true; there will be degrees of 
punishment in the eternal state.  

We also know one of these “books” will be the Bible. John the Baptist 
gave this warning in Luke 3:17, “John answered, saying to all, I indeed baptize you 
with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy 
to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fan is in 
His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather the 
wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.” Acts 
17:30-31 gives us this insight, “Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, 
but now commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day 
on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has 
ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” The 
Bible is crystal clear – Judgment Day is coming! 

We also know one of these “books” will be the Book of Life. John 3:3 
clearly states, “Unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Jesus 
gives us this warning in Matthew 7:21-23, “Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name? 
And then I will declare to them, I never knew you (not ‘I knew you, but you sinned 
and are now lost’); depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!”  

Although there is no biblical grounds for this statement - I also believe 
one of these “books” will be the Book of Opportunity. Jesus made this promise in 
John 12:31-33, “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to 
Myself. This He said, signifying by what death He would die.” 1 Timothy 2:3-4 
says, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires 
all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 2 Peter 3:9 says, 
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is 
long-suffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance.” So we know it is the will of God for of humanity to be 
saved.  
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What does that have to do with the Book of Opportunity? We know that 
God keeps a record of ungodly deeds of the unbeliever. But what if God, at the 
White Throne Judgment were to show every lost person that He had provided the 
way for salvation for every single person through the blood of Jesus Christ. What 
if He reminds them of every sermon they had heard, every tract they had been 
given, every convicting moment the Holy Spirit had pricked their heart, but 
they refused to be saved any way!  

In other words, the “books” are simply God’s evidence of man’s failure! 

If that statement is true, and I believe that it is, if we could look into the 
Lamb's book of life today, we would find the names of some people who will 
be removed at a later date! Why? Because they will die without receiving Jesus 
Christ as their personal Savior!  

Remember this, your name is already in the "Book of Life." If you want 
it to remain there through out all of eternity, then you must receive Jesus 
Christ as your personal Savior. If you choose to reject Jesus Christ as your 
persona Savior, then God will be forced to remove your name from the "Book of 
Life." The choice is yours! 
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