
God’s Eternal Plan #32 
The Great White Throne Judgment 

Revelation 20:1-6, 11-15 

 There is no more somber or solemn passage to be read in all of God’s 
work than this passage just now read in our hearing. The great final judgment 
day of God, “and I saw a great white throne, and Him who sat on it.”  

Before taking up the study of the Great White Throne Judgment, we need 
to make sure we understand the vast difference between the Judgment Seat of 
Christ and Great White Throne Judgment. The Judgment Seat of Christ takes 
place before the Millennium, and only believers will appear there. Not a single 
unsaved person will be at the Judgment Seat of Christ. At this judgment all the 
saved dead who will be resurrected at Jesus’ coming, plus all the saved 
believers who will be living when Jesus Raptures the Church, will be present. 
The Judgment Seat of Christ will have nothing whatsoever to do with 
determining whether they are saved or lost, for that matter is settled when a 
person acknowledges Jesus Christ as his or her personal Savior. 

On the other hand, the Great White Throne Judgment is a judgment of 
the unsaved dead whose spirit have been brought back from Hades (the abode 
of the dead) and whose bodies have been brought out of the graves. This event 
in the Scriptures is called the “second resurrection.”  

In this study we will look at the Last Judgment of the Unsaved Dead. 

Look, first, at the Judgment. Revelation 20:11-15 gives us this insight, 
“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth 
and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the 
dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another 
book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according 
to their works, by the things, which were written in the books. The sea gave up the 
dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in 
them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death and 
Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not 
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

The subjects of this judgment are those who have rejected Jesus Christ 
as Savior/Messiah. Look at verse 12, “And I saw the dead, small and great, 
standing before God…” Our clue is found in the word “dead.” The prophet John 
saw “the dead…standing before God…” And it was this same John that told us in 1 
John 3:14, “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the 
brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.” In other words, these 
that will stand judgment at the Great White Throne will be the unsaved, and it was 
Peter that told us in 1 Peter 2:9, “The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of 
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temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment.” 
Therefore, the subjects of this judgment will be the unsaved. 

Second, we see the Judge. This truth is shown to us in John 5:22, “For the 
Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son.” Romans 14:11 
says, “For it is written: As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and 
every tongue shall confess to God.” This is exactly what we have been told in 
Philippians 2:9-11, “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the 
name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.”  

We must remember that when Jesus came to this earth the first time, He 
came as “the Lamb of God,” meek and lowly in heart, pleading for men to be 
saved, as seen in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My 
yoke is easy and My burden is light.” He was given the name “Jesus,” as seen in 
Matthew 1:21, “And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, 
for He will save His people from their sins.” But when Jesus stands at the Great 
White Throne Judgment, He will stand not as Servant, but as Judge, not as 
Prophet, but as King! 

Lost men will stand before Jesus and bow their knees before Him, but 
not to trust Him, but to beg for mercy. The very tongues that now curse His 
precious name in blasphemy will at that day confess all, but to no avail. 

Self-righteous church members will lay aside their “religion” and seek to 
justify their deeds, but Matthew 7:21-23 says, “Not everyone who says to Me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders 
in Your name? And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me, 
you who practice lawlessness!” Every man, woman, and child will either come 
to Jesus as Savior, or one day they will come to Him as Judge. We will bow 
before Him because of His amazing grace, or we will bow before Him because 
of His righteous judgment.  

Third, we see the basis of His judgment. Jesus gives us the basis of this 
judgment in John 12:48, “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has 
that which judges him - the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.” 
It is obvious from Romans 2:16 the basis of this judgment is the Word of God, “In 
the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my 
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gospel.” Every lost person that stands before God in judgment will do so on 
the basis of the Word of God. That is why we have been told in 2 Timothy 
3:16-17, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Ladies and 
gentlemen, the Word of God will be the final basis of the judgment of the lost 
person. 

Four, we see the reason for this Judgment. Revelation 20:12 says, “And I 
saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And 
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.” 
Remember, this judgment is not to determine whether or not a person is saved or 
lost, for that has already been settled, as seen in the words of Jesus as recorded in 
John 3:18, “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.”  

Unlike the saved person whose sins were settled on the cross by our lovely 
Lord, this judgment will be to judge the unsaved dead according to their works as 
they relate to their sin of unbelief, as seen in Romans 2:16, “In the day when God 
will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ…” The word “secrets” here refers 
to the “secrets” behind the excuses that one used for not being saved. Lost men 
and women use various excuses for not being saved, such as – “There are too many 
hypocrites in the church,” or “I’m not sure I can like the Christian life,” or “I’m 
just not really ready to be saved.” These are just flimsy excuses to cover the real 
reason for not being saved, which is one’s unbelief. 

Five, we see the results of this judgment. I have been asked the question, 
“If a person is already lost, then why will he be judged at all?” The answer to that 
question is simply this – the Great White Throne Judgment will determine their 
relative suffering in eternity. Now that is a doctrine the Seventh Day Adventist 
deny. Adventist’s believe that when Jesus returns the unsaved dead will all be 
annihilated and there will be no eternal suffering. But according to the clear 
teaching and doctrine of Jesus, there will indeed be degrees of punishment in 
eternity, as seen in Matthew 11:20-24, “Then He began to rebuke the cities in 
which most of His mighty works had been done, because they did not repent: Woe 
to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were 
done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago 
in sackcloth and ashes. But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, who are 
exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which 
were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 
But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 
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judgment than for you.” Some of the most outstanding miracles of our Lord’s 
ministry were wrought in the cities that he has just mentioned. On the other 
hand, Sodom practiced the most disgusting sins mentioned in all the Word of 
God (such as sodomy and other homosexual sins) – yet the judgment against 
the wicked city of Sodom would be lighter than the judgment against the cities 
where His mighty works had been done. 

This truth is seen in Jesus’ teaching found in Luke 12:47-48, “And that 
servant who knew his master’s will, and did not prepare himself or do according to 
his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he who did not know, yet 
committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to 
whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has 
been committed, of him they will ask the more.” The Bible is simply teaching us 
that the individual who knows God’s will for his or her life, and refuses to do 
that will, faces greater punishment than the person who does not know the 
will of God. But what is God’s will for humanity? The answer is given in 1 
Timothy 2:3-4, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” That 
brings us face-to-face with this warning found in 2 Peter 2:21, “For it would have 
been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having 
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them.” Hear me 
tonight – it would have been better for you to have been born in the darkest 
jungle, and to die without ever hearing the name of Jesus, than for you to have 
know the way of salvation, and to know that you needed to be saved, and to 
refuse to do so! 

That is why we have been told in Romans 2:6 that God “will render to each 
one according to his deeds.” The Bible says in Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin 
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
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