
God’s Eternal Plan #3
The Gap Theory

Genesis 1:1-2

 In our last two studies, we looked at the Creation from a perspective that 
many, if not most, of you are familiar with. In this study, we are going to talk 
about what is known as the “Gap Theory.” The most common Genesis 
interpretation presented when studying the Creation is the Young Earth 
Creationism, which claims that the earth and the entire universe were created 
within the last 10,000 or so years. However, at least to me, this interpretation 
presents some measure of biblical as well as scientific problems. 

 In our last study, we looked at the fact that a perfect God created a 
perfect work. When God regenerates a man, 2 Corinthians 5:17 tells us that man is 
a “new creation,” and 2 Peter 1:4 reminds us that as believers, we have the “divine 
nature” of God, and Hebrews 10:14 tells us, “For by one offering (Christ) has 
perfected forever those who are being sanctified.” In the same manner, when the 
earth was created it was formed by the same God.

 If you hear me talk about the Creation, more often that not, you will 
hear me use the term “Gap Theory.” Having said that let me also say that not 
everyone buys into the Gap Theory. Earlier I used the term “Young Earth 
Creationism,” but what does that mean? 

Young Earth creationism  is a form of creationism that asserts the 
Heavens, Earth, and all life were created by direct acts of God during a 
relatively short period, sometime between 5,700 and 10,000 years ago. Its 
adherents are Christians and Jews who believe that God created the Earth in 
six 24-hour days as a basis for their beliefs. They believe that any scientific 
evidence supporting the evolutionary process or an older earth are either flawed or 
misinterpreted. However, the established scientific consensus is that Young 
Earth Creationism has no scientific basis. For example, a joint statement by 
68 national and international science academies lists as established scientific 
fact that Earth is somewhere between 3.8 to 4.6 billion years old, which may 
or may not be true.

The Gap Theory, on the other hand, teaches that God created the world 
perhaps billions of years ago, and it was perfect and beautiful in every way. 
What was the general size, shape and appearance? Were there seas, mountains, 
trees, and deserts? Were there various climatic zones as now? Were there birds 
and beasts? To many of these questions, we have an answer, but to others the bible 
simply does not say. The one thing we do know is that a perfect God creates 
perfect works.
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How does one describe perfection? In terms of size, number and color? 
Not necessarily, yet these factors must be considered. Perfection means flawless. 
There is no degree to perfection. A thing cannot be more perfect or most perfect 
for if there is a quality lacking, it is not perfect. A thing may be nearly perfect, 
or more nearly perfect than another, but once perfection is reached, to add or 
take away spoils the perfection. 

There was, no doubt, waterseas, rivers, etc., for the fissile remains of 
aquatic animals testify of their need for water. Fossil remains in the earth's 
crust give evidence of "prehistoric" animals. Frozen carcasses in the ice packs 
of the northland have been recovered to give further proof of an animal kingdom, 
now extinct, which once roamed the earth. These animals ranged in size from 
small to large and on to the very large. Some were earth bound creatures, 
others earth and air (flying animals), some birds, some fish and others 
amphibious. 

The law of checks and balances in nature functioned as God pleased for 
that era. We know nothing of the length of life of animals. Since there was no 
such thing as disease and blight as we know it today, thelife expectancy of any 
animal must have been much longer than it is today. Certainly, we are not 
expected to believe they lived or would have lived forever. What caused their 
death? To answer these questions would necessitate speculation and, after all, it 
would be only speculation. Since we do not have the answers why not leave it at 
that?  

But we do know that many animals were flesh eaters, some plant eaters, 
and others a combination of each. It is not speculation to say that the life of 
most animals ended, as they became food for others.  

Fossil remains of animals and birds, which do not live on earth today, 
are found in rocks, tar pits, earth and ice packs. These are referred to as 
“prehistoric” because there is no written record of them. The fossil remains of 
many, many animals that roamed the earth before man began to write or draw 
indicate that these animals became extinct before man was created.

One of the objections to the Gap Theory is that it teaches that animals 
lived and died prior to the fall of man. And their argument is taken from Romans 
5:12, “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” Their argument is that 
since there was no sin there could be no death. But a close reading of Romans 
5:12-15 says, “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death 
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned - (For until the 
law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law. Nevertheless 
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according 
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to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to 
come. But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many 
died, much more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus 
Christ, abounded to many.” It is obvious this passage of scripture is speaking 
about the fall and redemption of humanity. The “one man” here is Adam and 
the Redeemer is Jesus Christ. There is no other way that passage of Scripture can 
be translated and kept in its context. 

Therefore, is seems to me, there is significant biblical evidence to 
conclude the creation described in Genesis 1:1 and was populated with plants 
and animals and, seemingly, was under the authority of Lucifer, the angel of 
God that many belief was the angel of worship. We have this insight in Isaiah 
14:12-14, “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How 
you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! For you have said 
in your heart: I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the 
north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.” 
We have this insight in Ezekiel 28:11-15, “Moreover the word of the Lord came to 
me, saying, Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say to him, 
Thus says the Lord God: You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and 
perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was 
your covering: the sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, 
turquoise, and emerald with gold. The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes 
was prepared for you on the day you were created. You were the anointed cherub 
who covers; I established you; you were on the holy mountain of God; you walked 
back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. You were perfect in your ways from the 
day you were created, till iniquity was found in you.” Revelation 12:7-9 says, 
“And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and 
the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found 
for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, 
called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, 
and his angels were cast out with him.” Listen to the words of Jesus in Luke 
10:17-19, “And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the 
dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a 
place found for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that 
serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was 
cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” I am confident that is a 
historic fact, as well as, a prophecy of the casting down of Satan.

 I believe it was the result of Lucifer’s rebellion and fall that caused 
God’s judgment on this earth, Lucifer’s domain. And it was this judgment that 
caused God’s original creation as seen in Genesis 1:1 to become what is described 
in Genesis 1:2, “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” 
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Based on the Hebrew word “hayetha,” the word “was” might be translated 
“became,” thus reading “But the earth became without form and empty…” The 
words “without form and void” are from the Hebrew words “tohu wa-bohu” (to-
hoo wa –bo-hoo) and the only two other places they appear in scripture is in Isaiah 
34:11 and Jeremiah 4:23 and in these verses “formless” and “void” speak of 
judgment and destruction. Therefore, comparing scripture with scripture they 
must have the same meaning in Genesis 1.

If that is true, and I believe it is, God’s judgment on the earth involved a 
devastating global flood followed by an Ice Age. All life on planet earth was 
apparently extinguished. The apparent old age of the earth and the extensive 
fossils relate to the Genesis 1:1 creation. 

 I realize I have given already given you a lot to think about, but me take 
just a minute or two to give you one last bit of biblical insight. 2 Peter 3:5-7 
says, “For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of 
old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that 
then existed perished, being flooded with water. But the heavens and the earth 
which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” A careful study will reveal that Peter is 
not making reference here to Noah’s flood.

 There are only two places in the entire Bible where the Earth is flooded 
by water. One, of, is at the time of Noah’s flood, as recorded in Genesis 7. The 
other is in Genesis 1:2 where it speaks about the condition of the Earth at the time 
just before God said, “Let there be light.” 

 Therefore, look  at the Word itself for the answer. Compare the phrase 
“the heavens and earth, which are now” to the phrase the “heavens were of old.” 
What does that mean?

 First, ask yourself this question: When Noah’s flood happened did it 
change anything in the upper-heavens? Would a flood on the Earth have any 
effect on the sun, moon, or stars? The obvious answer is NO. It is true, Genesis 
7:11 speaking of Noah’s flood, refers to the “windows of heaven” being opened 
and water coming down, but it does not cause a change in the heavens. But 
also notice that Peter uses the phrase “the heavens and earth which are now.” 
Because he uses the word “were” and “now,” obviously Peter is speaking of two 
different events. 

 Second, notice that Peter says, “…and the earth standing out of the water.” 
But that is not what Genesis 1:2-10 tells us, “The earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the face of the waters. Then God said, Let there be light; and there was light. 
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And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the 
evening and the morning were the first day. Then God said, Let there be a 
firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 
Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the 
firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so. And 
God called the firmament Heaven. So the evening and the morning were the 
second day. Then God said, Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land appear; and it was so. And God called the dry 
land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters He called Seas. And God saw 
that it was good.”  When comparing scripture with scripture, one must 
conclude that 2 Peter 3:5-7 cannot be referring to Noah’s flood.

 Now, if 2 Peter 3:5-7 is not a cross-reference to Noah’s flood, then it 
must be a cross-reference to Genesis 1:2. And if 2 Peter 3:5-7 is a cross-
reference to Genesis 1:2, then the Holy Spirit is calling our attention to a 
glorious ancient world that God created in the distant past (Genesis 1:1), that 
was destroyed, plunged into deep darkness, and overflowed by a raging flood. 

 And that is the Gap Theory!
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