
God’s Eternal Plan #27 
The Seventh Seal 
Revelation 8:1-5 

When the Lamb of God opened the last and the seventh seal, there was 
silence in heaven. That is unusual because heaven is never silent. It is filled by 
day and by night and through all the unending ages with the worship and praise 
and adoration of the heavenly hosts, offered unto God our Father and unto God our 
Savior and unto God our Holy Comforter and Keeper. But at the opening of the 
seventh seal, all heaven was mute. When the Lamb opened the first seal, there 
was heard a voice as of thunder saying, "Come." When the Lamb opened the 
second, third and fourth seals, that same thunderous voice was heard. When the 
Lamb opened the fifth seal, John heard the cry of those who were martyred 
for Christ, saw their souls under the altar, beseeching God for vengeance upon 
their blood shed in the earth. When the Lamb opened the sixth seal, there was 
a great earthquake throughout all the framework of nature, producing 
tremendous pain, suffering and confusion. But when the Lamb of God opened 
the seventh and last seal, there was a silence that could be felt. One dared hardly 
breathe. All motion in heaven stopped. All praise and adoration ceased. There 
was stillness, a vast calm of silent intensity.  

Why this silence in heaven? It is, first, the silence of awe and of intense 
expectancy. This is the last drama of the ultimate mystery of Almighty God. This 
is the ultimate seal. We can almost hear the unspoken intensity and expectancy of 
the hosts of heaven as they say to themselves, "What now will God do and what 
will be the final disposition of His judicial administration in this rebellious and 
blaspheming world?" It is an intense silence of expectancy. We are told in Acts 
2:22 that Paul stood on the steps of the Tower of Antonio and before a 
maddening mob clamoring for his life, he raised his hand and spoke unto 
them in the Hebrew tongue. When he did so, the Bible says, "… and there 
followed a great silence." When Numa was crowned King of Rome, and they came 
to that august moment when they were to look for the birds by which the gods 
would foreshow his destiny, the priest put his hand devoutly on the head of the 
crowned king, and the historian says, "And there reigned among the people an 
incredible silence." So here, all heaven was mute and motionless with awe.  

There is a second reason for the silence in heaven. It is a silence of 
ominous expectation. Even the Lord God Almighty pauses before the onward rush 
of this great, final judicial administration. In the first, second, third, fourth, fifth 
and sixth seals, by war and by famine, by pestilence and by bloodshed, by 
violence and by storm, onefourth of all the inhabitants of the earth have been 
swept away. Now, as they come to that great, last and final seal, what does it 
mean for the remainder of the dwellers on this earth? There is a calm before a 
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storm. Have not you seen the clouds gather and the heavens turn black above 
this fearful and trembling earth? For a moment there is a hush and a quiet 
and a calm, when a leaf hardly moves. Then there is the crash of a resounding 
lightning flash, there is a thunderous roar, and the rain begins. Such is the silence 
here. Before the awful sounding of the final judgment trumpets of God, there 
is a pause in heaven by the space of about half an hour. Is that a brief while? 
Indeed not! It is seemingly unbearable. It is as if you saw a drowning child, 
when one minute, and even half a minute is an eternity. So it is here. The silence, 
the stillness in heaven is a pause one could never forget. We can feel, we can 
touch the very intensity. Remember, time is altogether circumstantial and relative. 
A thousand years sometimes is as a day, and a day sometimes is as a thousand 
years.  

The silence in heaven at the opening of the seventh and last seal brings 
to view the drama of the Great Tribulation. After that silence, the first thing 
John sees is the seven angels who stand in the presence of God and to whom 
were given seven trumpets. They are a group of celestial archregents described 
here as "the angels of the Presence." They are designated as the seven angels 
who stand in the presence of God. In Revelation 5 we are introduced to seven 
angels to whom are given the seven bowls of the vials of the wrath of the 
Almighty. But they are just seven angels. The article here in Revelation 8:2 is 
distinct and emphatic, and it is the word "the." "The" seven angels of the 
Presence. The King James Version translated it "who stand before God." The 
Greek reads, “the seven angels who in the presence of the Lord God.” A careful 
study of Scripture reveals there are ranks of angelic preference and 
administration and creations. Paul names some of those ranks of the angels of 
the hosts of heaven. Some of them he calls "principalities," others "dominions," 
and others "powers." The prophet Daniel spoke of princes among the angelic 
hosts. Paul and Jude refer to archangels in glory. So these seven are a distinct, 
select, group of viceregents, administering the government of God on the earth. We 
possibly know the name of one of them. The Bible tells us in Luke 1 that 
Zacharias saw an angel on the right side of the altar of incense, and the angels said, 
"I am Gabriel who stands in the presence of God."  

To these seven distinct, highly favored, marvelous, celestial archregents 
of the Almighty there are given seven trumpets, to each one a trumpet. Why a 
trumpet? Because it is the most used of all of the instruments of the holy 
Scriptures and portrays the life of the people in the presence of God. If there is a 
war declared, there is the blowing of the trumpet. In Jeremiah 4 the prophet 
cries, "Oh, my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war!" In the great 
convocations of the people, there was the sounding of the trumpet. All of the 
great festival days of the Lord were introduced by the sound of the trumpet, 
as at the year of jubilee. In the crowning of a king, there was the sounding of 
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the trumpet. In the awful descent of the presence of God on Mt. Sinai, there was 
the voice as of a trumpet; and the people feared because of the awfulness of the 
sounding of the trumpet. Therefore, it is reasonable to expect, in the judicial 
administration of God, that those seven angels, with those seven trumpets will 
bring a like meaning in their heralding and in their sounding. If there is a 
trumpet sound of war, then one would expect war, even in the last great battle 
of the Almighty. If there is a trumpet that sounds the convocation of the people, 
then one would expect a great concourse of God's people to gather together unto 
Him. If there is a sounding of a trumpet for the crowning of a king, then one 
would expect the crowning of the greater son of David as the Lord God of 
heaven and earth. If there is a sounding of the trumpet describing the fall of 
the cities of the ungodly, then one would expect the fall of the great city, 
Babylon. Such is the meaning of the seven angels in whose hands are placed the 
seven trumpets of the last and final judgment of God.  

After the introduction of the seven "PresenceAngels," there follows an 
interlude, an intermission. Those seven herald angels do not sound their 
trumpets immediately. There is an interlude in which another angel appears while 
those seven PresenceAngels stand ready to herald the judgment of God. This other 
angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer in his hand, “He was 
given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon 
the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with 
the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel’s hand.” Who is this 
angel that John refers to as “another angel"? At least four times in the 
Apocalypse that identical designation is used, always with reference to a 
mighty, indescribably glorious personality in heaven. For example, in 
Revelation 7:2 we are told, "And I saw another angel (the same language) 
ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he sealed the one 
hundred forty-four thousand." In Revelation 10:1 we are told, "And I saw another 
mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was 
upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire." 
Once more he is referred to in Revelation 18:1 "And after these things I saw 
another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was 
lightened with his glory." Here in Revelation 8:3, this angel stands at the altar 
and in his hand is the golden censer, which alone belongs to the priest.  

Because of these descriptions and especially because of his priestly 
ministry, many students of the Book say this is the angel of Jehovah which in 
the Old Testament is the preincarnate Lord Jesus Christ. But I really don’t 
think that “angel” represents Christ, because everywhere in the Apocalypse 
that our Lord appears He is distinctly designated. In Revelation 1 He is called 
“the Son of Man,” and there follows the description of Him with the keys of 
life and death in His hand. In Revelation 5 He is called "the Lion of the Tribe 

Page �3



of Judah," "the root of David." Later on in that same chapter, He is described as 
“a lamb as it had been slain." In Revelation 19 when He comes in power and in 
triumph and in glory, He is called "the Word of God." The Lord Christ is 
always distinctly designated. But here, and in other like passages in the 
Revelation, the word is used "another angel." So to me this is an angelpriest and 
we should call him that, an "angelpriest."  

While those seven, select angels of God, with their trumpetjudgments, 
stand ready to sound, there appears this angelpriest, standing at the great 
burnt offering of sacrifice. Both altars of the heavenly temple are mentioned 
here in this verse. The angelpriest, standing in the court, fills his golden censer 
with fire from the brazen altar, and with incense, offers it at the golden altar before 
the throne. You may or may not be acquainted with how this relates to worship 
in  the Old Testament tabernacle. Outside in the court was the great brazen 
altar of sacrifice, the fire upon which never died by day and night, and on 
which all the sacrifices were offered up unto God. On the inside, in the Holy 
Place, before the veil, was the golden altar of incense with its four golden horns, 
one at each corner. Once a year, on the Day of Atonement, the High Priest, with 
blood shed by a victim offered on the sacrificial altar, went inside and 
sprinkled the blood of atonement on the four horns of that golden altar. Twice 
a day throughout the year, at the time of the morning sacrifice and at the time 
of the evening sacrifice, the priest went in and offered incense on the golden 
altar while the people prayed outside. Remember the story of Zacharias in the 
first chapter of Luke? Each day a priest chosen by lot went into the Holy Place, 
there to offer incense on the golden altar of prayer while the people outside 
waited in intercession before God. These are the two altars: the brazen altar of 
sacrifice mentioned six times in the Apocalypse, the golden altar of prayer 
mentioned twice.  

In the scene here in Revelation 8, the AngelPriest stands at the brazen 
altar of sacrifice, filling his censer with the fire from the altar. He then 
proceeds to the Holy Place, putting incense on the coals of fire. The text 
explains that he offers the incense with the prayers of all the saints. The imagery 
and the meaning of this scene is everlastingly celestial, heavenly and blessed. 
The incense represents the merit and the virtue of the life of Christ. The 
prayers of all God’s people are forwarded, they are perfected, they are made 
beautiful and acceptable to heaven by the merit and worth and virtue of the 
sacrifice and the resurrection and the intercession of our glorious High Priest in 
glory. However we may strive to be perfect in our worship of God, even our 
prayers have in them imperfection. They are not said right. They are not 
offered right. There is imperfection in all we do in the presence of God, even in 
our finest, highest hours of worship and intercession. This angelpriest adds to 
our prayers the incense, the sweet savor, of the merit of the life of Christ. Do 
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you notice that the AngelPriest offers the incense with the prayers of all God's 
saints? All of them. The prayers of God's saints yesterday and today and until 
time shall close. No prayer is ever lost. It is kept before God. Whether the 
prayer was uttered when time was young or whether behind a door so closed 
nobody could ever know or see, all of them are kept before God, and to them 
is added the merit and virtue and grace of our blessed Lord Christ.  

Why interpose this passage here? For two reasons. First, the great and 
final judgment of this earth is in answer to the prayers of God's people. What 
is the high and holy intercession, what is the spiritual appeal of God's saints 
through all the ages? It is the prayer that Christ placed on the lips and in the 
hearts of His people, "Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven." The time has now come for that prayer uttered by God's people 
through the millenniums to be answered by God. That is why at this point 
when those prayers are finally to be answered, God has brought before Him 
the remembrance of those intercessions through the ages. The time has come 
when God will cast out Satan, will dethrone the usurper, will judge sin. The time 
has come when iniquity and death and hell and the grave will be destroyed 
forever. The time has come when God's kingdom shall be established in the 
earth. At that time God has brought before Him the remembrance of all of the 
prayers of His saints through the ages, "Your kingdom come. Your will be done." 
Some people think meanly of the prayers of God's humble children. They 
repeat the cry in job, "What does it profit a man if he prays to the Almighty?" But 
God says that these prayers move heaven. They bring into action the princes 
of glory. They are the means by which justice is administered in the earth. 
Their answer is the astonishment of all creation. Before the final curtain falls, 
before that final judgment falls, and before the final and ultimate kingdom of 
God is established, there are brought before the Lord the remembrance of all 
of the prayers of all of His children.  

There is a second reason why the interposition of this scene in 
Revelation 8:35 comes before the angels sound their trumpets. It is this: God 
is revealing to us that judgment, justice, perdition are nothing other than the 
terrible side of rejected faith and love. Look! "The angel took the censer, and 
filled it with fire from off the altar, and cast it into the earth." Then follows that 
inevitable formula of catastrophe: "… and there were voices, and thunderings, and 
lightnings, and an earthquake and the scorching of this earth and the visitation of 
the judgment of the Lord God Almighty." What a scene! This angelpriest takes 
the golden censer and fills it with fire from off the altar. That brazen altar is the 
judgment of God, the righteousness of God, the holiness of God, as it bums against 
sin. On that altar the victim is slain and the sacrifice is offered, making 
atonement for the sins of the people. The angelpriest fills the censer with fire 
from that altar of brass, of judgment. He takes his censer, filled with fire from 
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the altar, and goes into the holy place and there pours on top of that fire, those 
coals that flame, and burns, the incense, the sweet savior of the merit and the worth 
of Christ. There ascends unto God a picture of the devotion and love and hope 
and prayers and intercession and longing of God's people. Now look. That 
same angelpriest comes back to the same altar of judgment. His now empty censer 
that be poured out on the golden altar of prayer he fills again with fire from 
the coals off the altar of brass; but this time he flings the censer into the earth, 
and there it scorches and it burns and it consumes. The same censer, the same 
fire, the same ingredients, as ascended in the worship at the golden altar! God 
hears and answers the prayers of His children. 
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