
God’s Eternal Plan #22 
A United Europe 

Daniel 7:13-14 

 Winston Churchill, following World War II, warned that the future 
salvation of Europe depended on political union. Said Churchill, “Our main 
theme of salvation should be the Grand Alliance of the European powers.” 

 A unified Europe is largely the dream of a French visionary, Jean 
Monnet, referred to as the “Father of Europe.” It was Monnet who helped 
create the European Economic Community we call the Common Market. And 
his ultimate political aim was the attempt at political union which found Monnet 
declaring, “This dream, this hope, is today within our grasp.” 

 During the summer of 1976 the governments of the European nations 
within the Common Market were instructed to proceed with direct elections. 
The speaker of the then-appointed parliament exuberantly told his listeners, “This 
date marks the birth of the European citizen.”  

 In 1980 Parliament proposed the community adopt the “Flag of 
Europe” and in 1984 agreed and adopted the “Symbols of Europe.” In the fall 
of 1996 a currency agreement was reached and the “Euro” officially took on 
the American dollar. And the idea of a united Europe without national boundaries 
would bring about a gigantic empire larger than either the United States or Russia. 

 But what does all of this have to do with the study of prophecy? 

 The Bible teaches that the nation of Israel is one people, and the nations 
of the earth constitute another great group, with whom God has divine 
dealings through which He will accomplish His purpose and program. And 
from the time of the call of Abraham, recorded in the 12th chapter of Genesis, 
down to the time of the overthrow of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 
B.C. God was dealing exclusively with the physical descendents of Abraham, 
Such message as went to the Gentiles, went to them through Israel, as God’s 
representatives. But that nation whom God chose, whom He blessed, to whom 
He revealed Himself through the prophets, turned away from God, denied His 
authority, repudiated His Law, and walked in their own way. And God 
through the prophets, called them a stubborn, rebellious, stiff-necked, and 
hard-hearted people. God gave them warning after warning of impending 
judgment, but those warnings were ignored. And finally God caused the beloved 
city of Jerusalem to fall into the hands of the Gentiles. Nebuchadnezzar and 
the Babylonian nation, of which he was king, became the scourge in the hand 
of God by which He disciplined and chastened His own people, Israel. The fall 
of Jerusalem marked the turning point in God’s divine dealing, for Israel was out of 
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the place of blessing, out of their holy city, and out of the land of promise. And a 
period was begun that we know as the “times of the Gentiles.”   

 Jesus spoke of this time in Luke 21:20-24, “But when you see Jerusalem 
surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near. Then let those who are 
in Judea flee to the mountains, let those who are in the midst of her depart, and let 
not those who are in the country enter her. For these are the days of vengeance, that 
all things which are written may be fulfilled. But woe to those who are pregnant 
and to those who are nursing babies in those days! For there will be great distress 
in the land and wrath upon this people. And they will fall by the edge of the sword, 
and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by 
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.”  

 The “times of the Gentiles” is a technical term, not a term that you read 
about in the newspaper, or see on the news, or use in your daily conservation. 
But it is a term that I want you to learn, because it is important if we are going 
to understand the prophetic scriptures. The times of the Gentiles” is that 
extended period of time during which Jerusalem will be occupied by Gentiles, and 
under the dominion of Gentile authority. This period began with the Babylonian 
captivity when Jerusalem fell into the hands of the Gentiles. It has continued 
to the present time and will continue through the Tribulation Period, in which 
era the Gentile powers will be judged. The dominion of the Gentiles ends at the 
second advent of Messiah to the earth. 

 When God introduced the period that we know as the “times of the 
Gentiles,” He did not leave us in darkness as to the course of history during 
this time. In two very important prophetic chapters in the Book of Daniel, 
God revealed the four great Gentile empires that would exercise dominion 
over Jerusalem and over Palestine. 

 Daniel, a prophet as well as a great statesman, was shown the history of 
nations long before they even existed. That is one of the marvels of Bible 
prophecy and why we know the Bible is the Word of God. It is not like just any 
other book. It has proven itself to be reliable and trustworthy again and again. 
And there is no reason why it should be kept out of our institutions of 
learning; especially in America, where we should know better. 

 The first prophetic outline of the course of this period is given in Daniel 
2, where, through the medium of the great image, the successive empires that 
would exercise dominion over Jerusalem are outlined. Daniel 2:36-45 give us 
this insight, “This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the 
king. You, O king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a 
kingdom, power, strength, and glory; and wherever the children of men dwell, or 
the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into your 
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hand, and has made you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold. But after 
you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of 
bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be as 
strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like 
iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. 
Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the 
kingdom shall be divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw 
the iron mixed with ceramic clay. And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and 
partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. As you saw 
iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but they will 
not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. And in the days of 
these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom, which shall never be 
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw 
that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke in pieces 
the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made 
known to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its 
interpretation is sure.”  As one studies the vision Daniel saw, we are told that it 
was an image whose brightness was excellent and the form thereof was 
terrible.  The image was that of a man with the head of gold, the breast and 
arms of silver, the hips and thighs of brass, the legs of iron, and the feet partly 
of iron and partly of clay. 

 Daniel was told that Babylon represented the head of gold. Then, the 
breast and arms of silver represented a kingdom that would arise which would 
be somewhat inferior, which was the Medio-Persian Empire. Then followed the 
Grecian Empire, which we remember as a glorious kingdom ruled over by the 
mighty military genius, Alexander the Great. 

 Then came the Roman Empire, arising like a ferocious beast with iron 
teeth, crushing every foe. The Roman Empire was in existence at the time of 
Christ. Crucifixion, you will remember, was its method of punishment, bringing a 
cruel and agonizing death to its victims. 

 Daniel was shown these kingdoms before they ever came into being. 
Finally, he was told that from the remains of the Old Roman Empire, there 
would one day come ten kings seen uniting, when another shall rise, different 
from the first, whom we call the Antichrist world ruler. 

 Now, in order for Daniel to understand the divine plan for the nations, 
we find God giving him another vision of four great beasts seem coming out of 
the sea, as seen in Daniel 7. In Daniel 2 the course of world empires is viewed 
from man’s perspective, but in Daniel 7 the same course of empires is viewed 
from the Divine viewpoint, where the empires are seen, not as an attractive 
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glorious image, but as four wild beasts, which devour and destroy all before 
them and, consequently, are worthy of judgment. Daniel 7:1-27 gives us this 
insight, “In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and 
visions of his head while on his bed. Then he wrote down the dream, telling the 
main facts. Daniel spoke, saying, I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four 
winds of heaven were stirring up the Great Sea. And four great beasts came up 
from the sea, each different from the other. The first was like a lion, and had 
eagle’s wings. I watched till its wings were plucked off; and it was lifted up from 
the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man’s heart was given to 
it. And suddenly another beast, a second, like a bear. It was raised up on one side, 
and had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. And they said thus to it: Arise, 
devour much flesh! After this I looked, and there was another, like a leopard, which 
had on its back four wings of a bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion 
was given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, 
dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron teeth; it was devouring, 
breaking in pieces, and trampling the residue with its feet. It was different from all 
the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. I was considering the horns, and 
there was another horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom three of 
the first horns were plucked out by the roots. And there, in this horn, were eyes like 
the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking pompous words. I watched till thrones 
were put in place, and the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its 
wheels a burning fire; a fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him. A 
thousand thousands ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened. I watched then 
because of the sound of the pompous words, which the horn was speaking; I 
watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to the burning 
flame. As for the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away, yet their 
lives were prolonged for a season and a time. I was watching in the night visions, 
and behold, One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He came 
to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was 
given dominion and glory and a kingdom that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed. I, Daniel, was 
grieved in my spirit within my body, and the visions of my head troubled me. I 
came near to one of those who stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he 
told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things: Those great 
beasts, which are four, are four kings that arise out of the earth. But the saints of 
the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even 
forever and ever. Then I wished to know the truth about the fourth beast, which 
was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its 
nails of bronze, which devoured, broke in pieces, and trampled the residue with its 
feet; and the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn which came up, 
before which three fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth which spoke 
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pompous words, whose appearance was greater than his fellows. I was watching; 
and the same horn was making war against the saints, and prevailing against them, 
until the Ancient of Days came, and a judgment was made in favor of the saints of 
the Most High, and the time came for the saints to possess the kingdom. Thus he 
said: The fourth beast shall be a fourth kingdom on earth, which shall be different 
from all other kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, trample it and break it 
in pieces. The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from this kingdom. And 
another shall rise after them; he shall be different from the first ones, and shall 
subdue three kings. He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall 
persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend to change times and law. 
Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and half a time. 
But the court shall be seated, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume 
and destroy it forever. Then the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people, the saints of the 
Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve 
and obey Him.”  

 The first beast was likened to a lion. It represented the kingdom of 
Nebuchadnezzar. The second beast was like a bear, which was representative of 
the kingdom of Medio-Persia. 

 The third beast had the appearance of a leopard, which was Greece. 
And the fourth beast was dreadful and terrible in that has ten horns out of 
which there sprung up a little horn. 

 While Daniel was pondering the vision of those four beasts, he saw these 
man-made thrones cast down, and suddenly there appeared “one like the Son of 
man” coming on the clouds of heaven. 

  Concerning him, Daniel writes in verse 14, “Then to Him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should 
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed.” 
 And in verses 24-25 Daniel is told, “The ten horns are ten kings who shall 
arise from this kingdom. And another shall rise after them; he shall be different 
from the first ones, and shall subdue three kings. He shall speak pompous words 
against the Most High, shall persecute the saints of the Most High, and shall intend 
to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and 
times and half a time.” This reference to the rise of ten kings relates to the 
European Union. The ten toes represent the ten nations that would form the 
last Gentile world government arising out of the sphere of the old Roman 
Empire. And concerning these nations, we are told they would have iron of 
dictatorship and the clay of democracy. As such, the government will not last, 
since iron and clay are adhesive.  
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 Daniel was grieved and very much troubled with the vision until an 
explanation was given to him. And in verses 17-18 he was told, “Those great 
beasts, which are four, are four kings which arise out of the earth. But the saints of 
the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even 
forever and ever.” And Daniel is given some measure of peace. 

 And now we must back up to Daniel 2 where he describes how he saw a 
huge rock or stone fall from heaven and destroyed the image. And we read in 
verse 35, “And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled 
the whole earth.”  And verses 44-45 tell us, “And in the days of these kings the 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed…Inasmuch as 
you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it broke 
in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has 
made known…what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its 
interpretation is sure.” This is the kingdom of Christ that will be an everlasting 
kingdom. In other words, it will come to pass as predicted in the Word of God! 
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