
God’s Eternal Plan #14 
The Key Is The Kingdom 

John 18:36 

 As we continue our studies in prophecy we are going to look at some 
biblical truths that will cover four books in the Old Testament; which will 
include Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 Samuel. The theme that ties these four books 
together is "The kings and the kingdom." When our Lord taught us to pray, He said 
pray, "Your kingdom come..." In Judges, Ruth, and 1 & 2 Samuel, God teaches 
us about the King and the kingdom. Each of these books gives us a different 
emphasis.  

The book of Judges is the book of "no king," as seen in Judges 17:6, "In 
those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes." Now that is where the world is today. If you will sit down and 
read the book of Judges, you will find today's world described.  

In the book of Judges, God says, "Here is what happens to people when 
there is no King in Israel." Now there could have been a King in Israel, but the 
mob said, "We have no king but Caesar." There could have been a King in Israel, 
but the mob said, "We will not have this man rule over us." And so, there is no 
King in Israel. And because there is no King in Israel, we are living in the age 
of "no King," and that's why things are in such a mess! And they are not going 
to get straightened out until there is a King in Israel.  

Now the book of Judges divides itself into three significant parts. And 
when I name these parts for you, you will be able to see the parallel to where 
we are today. In chapters 1-2 you have apathy. In these first two chapters in 
Judges, the writer tells us that the people of Israel having entered into the 
land of Canaan, now are apathetic about finishing their conquest.  

When you read the book of Joshua, you will read the "book of conquering." 
Joshua is a beautiful type of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Conqueror, leads the 
people into the land, they cross the Jordan, they conquer city after city, they 
claim their inheritance, and then Joshua is gone. And then the rulers who 
ruled with Joshua died. And then, there arises a new generation, that knew 
not Joshua, and apathy sets in. And instead of the people finishing getting their 
inheritance, we are told in Judges 1:21, "And the children of Benjamin did not 
drive out the Jebusites..." And verse 27 tells us, "Neither did Manasseh drive out 
the inhabitants of Bethshean..." Verse 29 tells us, "Neither did Ephriam..." Verse 30 
tells us, "Neither did Zebulum..." Verse 31 tells us, "Neither did Asher..." Verse 33 
tells us, "Neither did Naphtali..."   
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Judges chapter one is a chapter of apathy! And it is a picture of God's 
people today. Our Lord Jesus Christ, our great Joshua, has conquered. We do not 
fight for victory we fight from victory. And yet, the church of Jesus Christ is 
apathetic. So you have apathy in chapters 12.  

But it gets worse. In chapters 3-16 you have apostasy. The people of God 
are not only apathetic about gaining their inheritance; they became apostate 
when it came to their heritage. They turned their backs on the God of glory, to 
worship the gods of their own making.   

In America, today, we worship a god of our own making. A god that 
doesn't astound us any more; a god that doesn't move us any more; and god 
that doesn't demand commitment any more. And because of our national 
apostasy, we have a world that is “going to hell in a handbag."  

In chapters 17-21 you have the ultimate  anarchy. In Judges 1721 you 
have anarchy reigning instead of God reigning! And you have tribe fighting 
against tribe. You have the people of God, instead of working together to claim 
their inheritance, fighting each other.  

Ladies and gentlemen, the church of Jesus Christ is getting very little 
done for the glory of God, because we simply are too busy fighting and 
quarreling with each other, and among our selves. Satan's first great trick was 
to get us to start denominational divisions within the body of Christ, and his 
second great trick is to get us fighting among our selves.  

We will skip Ruth until later, and look, first of all, at 1 Samuel. If Judges 
is the book of "no king," 1 Samuel is the book of "man's king." Because in 1 
Samuel 8:5 you find the people coming to Samuel and saying, "Make us a king to 
judge us like the other nations.” And Samuel weeps before God. This great 
prophet who has rescued them, goes to God and prays, "Oh, God, listen to your 
people."  

Not only is there apathy, and apostasy, and anarchy, now they want a 
king like other nations. You see, what they were really doing was rejecting 
God's will for their lives, for God wanted them to be ruled under the 
leadership of a priest/king after the order of Melchizedek (and we will one day 
soon, when Jesus ascends the throne of David). Therefore, as God looked on the 
brokenhearted Samuel, He said in 1 Samuel 8:7, "And the Lord said to Samuel, 
Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected 
you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.” Listen 
carefully; in 1 Samuel they rejected God the Father. In the Gospels they 
rejected God the Son. In the book of Acts they rejected God the Holy Spirit.  
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Today we are following the pattern that was set before us, and from the 
highest to the lowest, we are trying to remove God from our land. We have 
removed the Bible and prayer out of our schools, and there are pending 
lawsuits to have the Ten Commandments removed from our courtrooms and 
judicial buildings. And I could go on and on.  

But in 2 Samuel we find God's king. I thank God that as we read 
through history, we find that in spite of the darkness, God is still God. 
Therefore, in 2 Samuel we meet David, who is a type of our great and coming 
King  Jesus Christ.  

Look at the comparison of David as a type of Jesus. David was born in 
Bethlehem, as our Lord was. A shepherd, and Jesus said, "I am the good 
shepherd." At first he was rejected by his brethren and then accepted by them, 
as was Jesus. David who stepped out and defeated the giant, as did Jesus step 
up to defeat Satan. David was the anointed king but did not reign immediately 
because of opposition, as with our Lord. So we see David as God's king.  

Now, we must tie all of this together with the book of Ruth. If Judges is 
the book of "no king," we are amazed to discover that the little book of Ruth takes 
place in the period of the judges, as seen in Ruth 1:1, "Now it came to pass in the 
days when the judges ruled..." When you read the book of Ruth, you have no 
idea that the judges were ruling. You don't find any war in Ruth. You don't 
find any idolatry nor immorality in Ruth. In fact, the book of Ruth is a gorgeous 
love story.  

Ruth begins by telling us "and there was a famine in the land." In other 
words, a famine had come to Bethlehem. That is a strange thing, because 
"Bethlehem" means "house of bread." And Elimelech and Naomi and their two 
sons did the same thing that Abraham did, they left the "land of blessing" and went 
into the heathen land of Moab. Now, the Moabites were the enemies of the Jews. 
The psalmist puts it this way in Psalm 60:6, "Moab is my washpot..."  

Now the name "Elimelech" means "my God is king." So if Judges is the 
book of "no king," and if you are truly saved, you can say, "My God is king," and 
move yourself right out of Judges into Ruth.  

Listen carefully; we are living, historically, in the period of the Judges  "no 
king." But I am living, spiritually, in the book of Ruth where "My God is king."  

The sad thing is that Elimelech didn't let God be his king. Instead of 
saying, "0 God, we're hungry. Here we are in Bethlehem. I have all these mouths to 
feed, what should I do?" He became his own king. He went down into Moab, 
and you know the result: Elimelech died, the two sons died, and there is 
Naomi left with her two daughtersinlaw. And the one daughterinlaw said, "I'm 
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going home," because Naomi told her to. Watch out for the advice of a 
backslidden believer! Naomi said to her daughters-inlaw, "I have no more sons to 
give you. If you waited for them, you would be too old any way, because I don't 
even have a husband. Go back to your homes; go back to your religion; go back to 
your idols."  

But Ruth began to weep, and said in Ruth 1:16-17, "But Ruth said: Entreat 
me not to leave you, or to turn back from following after you; for wherever you go, 
I will go; and wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, 
and your God, my God. Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. The 
Lord do so to me, and more also, if anything but death parts you and me.” So they 
go back to Bethlehem.  

Now the book of Ruth, as you well know, is a gorgeous picture of Christ 
and His bride. Here is Ruth who is an outsider and an enemy. Deuteronomy 
says, "An Ammonite and a Moabite shall not enter the congregation of God unto 
the tenth generation." And Naomi shows up in Bethlehem with her daughter-inlaw 
Ruth, and the people said, "We don't want her, she is an enemy, she's not our kind.” 
But then, an interesting thing happened to Ruth, a very wealthy man falls in 
love with her. It's a love story. And he says to her, "I'm going to fulfill the task of 
a kinsman redeemer. You are my kinsman and I am your kinsman, and I will take 
you to be my bride." And the picture is that of Christ choosing us to be His 
bride, and redeeming us with His very own blood!  

Now all of this is taking place during the period of the Judges. People 
are bowing down to idols, cutting women up into pieces and shipping them all 
over the country (that happened in the book of Judges), immorality, idolatry, 
and anarchy. And, yet, in the midst of all that a love story is going on.  

That is where we are living now. God did not call us to straighten out 
this world. He has called us to allow Him to ascend the throne of our hearts.  

If we are living, spiritually, in the book of Ruth, what should we be 
doing? Harvesting and waiting for a wedding!  

I am reminded of the words of Jesus in Matthew 9:3638, "But when He saw 
the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary 
and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, The 
harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” I tell you today, the fields are 
white unto harvest, but the laborers are few! All around us there are families 
that are lost without Jesus Christ as their Savior! Many of them in our own 
families! We need to be harvesting for the Lord!  
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But, listen, I hear the sounds of a wedding coming on the horizon! The 
Bridegroom is coming for His bride. And you need to know that the Church is 
the Bride of Jesus Christ, and if you are saved, you are a part of that glorious and 
blessed bride! 
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