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 We have looked at the birth of the Church and the issue of the Church, 
and as we continue looking at God’s Eternal Plan, in this study we will begin 
the long trek through the prophecy of the Church. Prophecy is a subject that 
has been neglected in a great many of our churches, and as a result, we have a 
lot of people that have been caught up in a lot of unbiblical heresy.  

In our text, as well as many other places in the Bible, we are told of the 
importance of prophecy. But the question arises, "If prophecy is so important, 
why has it been neglected in so many of our churches?" It is my opinion that the 
study of prophecy has been neglected for a number of reasons. I think, on the 
one hand, a lot of false, foolish, unbiblical statements have been made, at 
times, concerning the Return of Christ, and it has caused some people to be 
afraid. Regularly you hear of groups here and there predicting a day, or a 
date, when Christ will Return. As a result they sell their property, or seek to 
instill "fear tactics" into the lives of people. Although it is true that there are 
many prophetic signs leading to the Return of Christ, we really have no 
"biblical" right to "paint God in a corner" when it comes to a particular time 
and/or date.  

I also think that the truth of the Lord's Return, and prophecy in 
general, is neglected because it requires one to spend some time studying the 
Word of God, instead of simply taking the words and works of some writer. 
Ladies and gentlemen, you cannot know about eschatology apart from a study 
of the Word of God! It is all too easy to read some book with a "catchy title," and 
get some "new insight" to share. But apart from a study of the Word of God, 
one cannot be aware concerning future things.   

Thirdly, some churches neglect the study of prophecy because they feel 
there is too much confusion about the Second Coming of Christ. It is my 
feeling that the confusion is because of the subject has been neglected in the 
first place.  

Now, what does the word "prophecy" mean? Actually, the word 
"prophecy" comes from two Greek words. The word "pro," which means "fore" 
or "in front of" or “on behalf of," and the word "phemi" which means "to speak." 
So the prophet's responsibility is twofold: One to speak out on behalf of God. 
And secondly, to speak before hand about future events on behalf of God.  

Now, why should we study prophecy? I want to share with you a 
number of reasons.  
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First of all, because prophecy exists throughout the Bible. In 2 Timothy 
3:1617 we are told, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete (mature), thoroughly equipped for every good 
work.” The prophetic Scripture, like all Scripture, is a sacred word from God. 
The prophetic Scripture is inspired; the prophetic Scripture is practical; and 
the prophetic Scripture is profitable. In fact, at least 33% of the entire Bible is 
devoted to prophecy. So, if you neglect prophecy, you are neglecting 1/3 of the 
entire Word of God. Listen carefully; the Return of Jesus Christ is so 
prominent that it is mentioned in every one of the New Testament books. In 
fact, the Return of Christ is mentioned over 300 times in the New Testament, 
and that figures out to one out of every 25 verses speak about the Coming of 
the Lord Jesus. Therefore, taking it in bulk, more than 1/2 of the Bible is 
predictive, so that so further reason is necessary why Christians should study 
prophecy.  

And our Lord, I think, made it so simple, and in very understandable 
language in John 14, as He turned to His followers and said, "I am going away to 
prepare a place for you, but I will come again, and receive you unto myself, that 
where I am, there you may be also." Can it be any simpler than that? Our Lord 
said, "I'm going to come, I going to receive you, and you're going to be with me."  

In Acts 1:10-11, when our Lord ascended into heaven, the disciples were 
quite befuddled, and "…two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, 
Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who 
was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him 
go into heaven.” Now, the ascension of Christ was bodily; the ascension of 
Christ was visible; and the ascension of Christ was literal. And the promise is 
that Christ is in the same way, literally, visibly, and bodily, will come back 
again. Repeatedly, we have the promises of His Return!  

And since this Book is the unbreakable, unshakable, and unmistakable 
Word of God, we know that we must study prophetic truths.  

Why study prophecy? Because prophecy will answer questions that 
nothing else will answer. Prophecy answers hard questions. For example, 
prophecy speaks about the dead. Where else will you learn about the dead? 
Where are the dead? What happens when we die? Who will be in the 
Resurrection? What will heaven be like? Will we know one another in heaven? 
What are the judgments? Will the nations be judged? Will the lost be judged? 
Will believers be judged? Will there be a tribulation period? How long will the 
tribulation period last? Will Christians go through the tribulation period? 
What about the battle of Armageddon? Who are the 144,000? What about the 
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new heaven and the new earth? These and hundreds of other questions will have 
no answer or no light apart from the study of prophecy.  

So the study of prophecy answers hard questions.  

Why study prophecy? Because prophecy is inseparably related to the 
life and ministry of our Lord Jesus. Time after time Jesus referred to the 
prophetic Scripture. Our Lord lived in an awareness of prophecy! Let me 
illustrate by looking at the Gospel of Matthew. In Matthew 1:22 speaks about 
Jesus' birth, and it says, "So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet…” In Matthew 2:5 Herod was informed 
about the whereabouts of Jesus' birth, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for thus it is written 
by the prophet." In Matthew 2:23 we are told, "And he came and dwelt in a city 
called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He 
shall be called a Nazarene." And we could go on and on through out the Word 
of God. In fact, in Acts 10:43 Peter says that Jesus gives “all the prophets witness, 
that through his name, whosoever believeth in his shall receive remission of sins."  

His birth was prophesied, His life was prophesied, His death was 
prophesied, the period of time in the grave was prophesied, His resurrection 
was prophesied, and His Second Coming was prophesied. It is a biblical fact; 
His total life was wrapped in prophecy!  

Why study prophecy? Because prophecy encourages patient waiting! 
This truth is seen in James 5:7-11, where he says, "Therefore be patient, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the 
earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain. You also be 
patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not 
grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Behold, the Judge 
is standing at the door! My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of 
the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience. Indeed we count them blessed 
who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended 
by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.” Five times the 
word "patience" is found in these verses. And James is saying to these believers 
who were scattered and troubled, "Be patient because some day Jesus Christ will 
come back again."  

Paul said it this way in 1 Corinthians 15:58, "Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” Ladies and gentlemen, one of 
the greatest sources of hope and patience that we have in this life is the fact 
that one day very soon Jesus Christ will come again!  

Why study prophecy? Because it provokes me to Christlike living. The 
thought that some day I'm going to stand face to face with the Lord Jesus makes 
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me want to obey Him here and now! 1 John 3:23 puts it this way, "Beloved, now 
we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we 
know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” 
Yes, in view of His Return we will want to live godly!  

So, I am to watch my life! I am to watch my loyalty to this Book. I am to 
watch my allegiance to the Lord Jesus. I am to watch my faithfulness to my 
church. I am to watch, because Jesus is coming back! Therefore, we live in the 
glow, and in the excitement, and in the enthusiasm, of the "anytime now" Return of 
the Lord Jesus!  

Why study prophecy? Because it inspires dedicated work. Our Lord said 
in John 5:17, "My Father has been working until now, and I have been working.” 
Paul, writing to the Ephesians, said this in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.” In 1 Corinthians 3, we are told that our 
"works" will be tried "as by fire," and those “works” that pass the "test" will cause 
us to receive a reward! When I understand that the believer will be rewarded, 
that makes a difference in how I live!  

An understanding of future events has a lot to do with the "here and 
now." And my allegiance to Christ, and my allegiance to His Word, and my 
dedication to His service, is all influenced because of my understanding of 
biblical prophecy!  

Why study prophecy? Because prophecy puts everything in perspective. 
In my thinking, a study of prophecy frees me from an earthbound view. My hope 
is based, not just in this world, certainly I have many hopes for this life, and I 
want to contribute everything I can to reach this generation for Christ, but 
also, I am concerned about the next. The future is important to right now, and 
today touches eternity. This world's system will perish, and this world's values 
will perish with it, therefore, I dare not be tied to this world's system, like Lot was 
tied to this world's system.  

Prophecy focuses on everything. It sets the perspective for life, it sets my 
perspective for death, and it establishes my perspective for eternity.  

Prophecy tells me that Jesus will right the wrongs. Prophecy tells me of 
a day of reckoning. Prophecy tells me that the ungodly will not ultimately prosper. 
Prophecy assures me of a day of judgment and of God's triumph.   
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Prophecy puts the church in perspective. Folks, the church is not just a 
nice place to visit, the church is the body of Christ. And believers are the Bride 
of Christ. And one of these days the last believer will be added to the church, 
and we are going to be a part of a very special wedding.  

Prophecy reminds me that if you are not saved, you need to be. 
Prophecy speaks of a place called the "lake of fire" where those without 
Christ as their Savior will be tormented for an eternity, and there is no escape. 
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