
God’s Invisible Providence

Romans 11:33

“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!”

          Have you ever had a time in your life when it seemed like 
everything that could go wrong did go wrong? That is exactly what 
happened to Mary and Joseph in the Christmas story of Luke 2. 
From a human perspective, things for them just kept getting worse. 

          First there was the decree from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be taxed. I am convinced God purposely orchestrated 
the decree of Caesar Augustus in order to get the right people in the 
right place at the right time.

          Second, there was the trip. Joseph and Mary had to travel 
some 80 miles to get to their destination. This trip was a real hardship, 
not just because it would take around 4 days to accomplish, but because 
Mary was "great with child." That is, she was in the final stages of her 
pregnancy. 

          Third, there was the timing. From Mary and Joseph's 
perspective, the timing could not have been any worse, but from God's 
perspective, the time was just right, as seen in Galatians 4:4, "When the 
fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son." 

          Fourth, there was the turning away. Undoubtedly, the most 
severe hardship of all for Mary to endure was giving birth in a 
stable "because there was no room for them in the Inn." 

          But out of a backdrop of inconvenience, hardship, and crisis 
came the greatest blessing God ever gave to this world!
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          For the next couple of weeks we are going to look at 
Christmas. We are going to look at God’s eternal involvement in the 
birth of His Son.

          Sometimes God's presence is not as intriguing as His absence. 
His voice is not as eloquent as His silence. Who of us has not longed 
for a word from God, searched for a glimpse of His power, or yearned 
for the reassurance of His presence, only to feel that the heavens have 
turned to brass? Distant. Preoccupied. Maybe even unconcerned. Yet 
later, we realize how very present He was all along. 

          Though God may at times seem distant, and though He is 
invisible to us, He is always invincible. This truth runs like a scarlet 
river from Genesis through Revelation. God is present in every scene 
on the stage of life; He is involved in every activity and every event; 
until He ultimately and finally brings everything to a marvelous climax 
as He calls His people to Himself in Glory! 

Therefore, as we approach this Christmas Season, I think we 
need to gain a deeper understanding, and a greater appreciation, 
for the One who gave His Son that we might have life and have it 
more abundantly! To do that, let's look first at Paul’s statement found 
in our text, “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways 
past finding out!” 

I can almost hear Paul's passion as he seeks to express the 
depths of biblical truth and tries to bring to a climax this grand 
doctrinal truth. Look carefully at what he is really saying in this 
passage. 

          First, God has a mind. It should not surprise us that God has a 
mind, but many believers have never wrapped their minds around 
the idea that we have “the mind of God.” Look at what the Scriptures 
teach us in 1 Corinthians 2:14-16, “But the natural man does not receive 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can 
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he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he who is 
spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. For 
who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him? But we 
have the mind of Christ.” Paul makes this statement in Philippians 2:5, 
“Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” 

  What is your first reaction to the statement, “But we have the mind 
of Christ”? I have to admit that sometimes when I hear this verse my 
first reaction is, “Umm, I don’t think so.” The “mind of Christ” 
must be perfect. The “mind of Christ” is holy, full of love, and totally 
at peace. Does that describe me? Does that describe you? So what in 
the world can Paul mean by this? 

  I think the answer is found in 2 Peter 1:2-3, “Grace and peace be 
multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as His 
divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue.” I 
believe that both Paul and Peter were trying to say to these first 
Christians, and to us, that there is a way truly to live the life of Christ 
here and now. And it has everything to do with whether or not our 
minds have been captivated by the mind of Christ. 

  Christ humbled himself, poured out His life in love, and 
became a servant. Apparently having “the mind of Christ” involves 
not only what goes on up here between my ears, but also what I do 
with my hands and feet and mouth toward others.

Second, he says God has a will. It is a biblical fact: the will of 
God and the mind of God obviously go hand-in-hand! 1 Timothy 
2:3-4 pulls back the curtain into the will of God concerning the 
salvation of humanity, “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of 
God our Savior,  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” Because of that sovereign “desire” “He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.” 
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Romans 8:29 continues to remind us of God’s will in our salvation 
experience, “For whom (God) foreknew, He also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn 
among many brethren.” Romans 12:2 reminds us that God’s will goes 
further than our salvation experience, it involves our character, “Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind.” The Greek reads like this, “Don’t copy the 
behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a 
new person by changing the way you think.”

Although God “desires all men to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth,” there’s a decision involved over which I 
have power. Therefore, I must make a choice: will I align my 
thoughts and beliefs with the messages coming to me from this 
world, or will I align my thoughts and beliefs with what God says is 
true? In other words, am I going to be politically correct or am I going 
to be biblically sound?

In his letter to the Philippians Paul said, “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus,” then he described what that would 
mean. Christ humbled himself, poured out His life in love, and 
became a servant. Apparently having “the mind of Christ” involves 
not only what goes on up here between my ears, but also what I do 
with my hands and feet and mouth toward others.

 
This is not just Paul’s idea, but it runs throughout the 

Scriptures. In his final words to the disciples, Jesus said this in John 
15:15, “Everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to 
you.” Then He described in the next chapter how that happens. Jesus 
talked to them about the fact that the Holy Spirit was going to come in a 
new way, and then in John 16:13 He said, “When he, the Spirit of truth, 
comes, he will guide you into all truth.” And in verse 15 He says, “The 
Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.” It is 
clear that the life you were meant to live is a life where the very spirit 
of Christ himself lives in you and changes, shapes, reveals, guides, 
and makes you think differently than you ever could without Him. 
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When I think of the power of God, I usually think in terms of 
"sovereign control." To me, those two words say it best. God is in 
sovereign control, not only of the events in Paul's day, but in the events 
of our own day. In the midst of every circumstances that might have 
you baffled, wondering what you’re going to do next, or even how 
you're going to go on, you can rest assured that God's power and 
sovereign control are already at work. God never knows frustration. 
He never has to scratch His head, wondering what in the world He's 
going to do next with people like us, or with the nations of this world. 
The immortal, invisible, allwise hand of God is working behind the 
scenes, hidden from human eyes. 

Third, God also has a plan. Psalm 139:13-14 says, “For You 
formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.” O 
ladies and gentlemen, God has always had you on His mind! Jeremiah 
29:11 gives us this insight, “For I know the plans I have for you,” says 
the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a 
future and a hope.” Listen to Ephesians 2:4-7, “But God, who is rich in 
mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace 
you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come 
He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward 
us in Christ Jesus.”

 
Child of God, a great part of God’s plan for your life is to show 

the world what His amazing grace can do in the life of an individual 
who has been saved by His wonderful and amazing grace!! 
Therefore, as we approach this Christmas Season let your light shine 
in this world of darkness that others might see and be saved!

It is a fact; the Christmas can be a time of great joy and a time 
of great sadness! Whatever you might be facing in your life, rest 
assured God has long been aware of your circumstances and He is 
for you.
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If you have never been saved why not today?

Please stand for prayer.

Father,
         Your Word is true. It is true – the same providence You manifested 
to bring about the fruition of that first Christmas, is the same providence 
You use to “guide the footsteps” of Your children. In Jesus name. Amen.

6


