
God Loves Sinners 
Matthew 9:10-13 

 In the text that we have before us, Jesus relates a truth that each of us 
needs to realize never goes out of date. The setting is a great supper, or feast. 
Evidently, Matthew, who had been saved, wanted to introduce all of his lost friends to 
His newfound Savior, Jesus Christ. So, he invited Jesus and all of his lost friends 
to come and have dinner. Luke gives us this insight in Luke 15:1-2, "Then all the 
tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. And the Pharisees and 
scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with them.” The 
Greek reads like this, “Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to 
listen to Jesus teach. This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law 
complain that he was associating with such sinful people - even eating with them!” 

 You see, the religious leaders of that day were already upset with Jesus 
because His method of worship had crossed the traditional lines that they were 
accustomed to. Therefore, the Pharisees were there to see what was going on - to 
criticize and to find fault. It is clear that they were not guest at the feast. If they had 
been guests they would have been sitting at the table feasting with Jesus and the 
others, instead of complaining about the fact that He ate with publicans and 
sinners.  Without a doubt they forced their way into the reception room before 
the feast was over just to find out what was going on. 

 In that day, according to the Jewish tradition and religious ideas, one who 
claimed to be a Pharisee or to be religious ought to avoid all fellowship and all 
conversation with publicans and sinners.  

 Therefore, the religious leaders frequently criticized the Lord Jesus for 
keeping company with publicans and sinners. The indication here is that Jesus 
himself could not be righteous, since he could be found in the company of such 
unrighteous people. For example, He had conversations with the woman taken in 
adultery, the Samaritan woman, and the woman whose daughter was grievously 
vexed with the demon. He was criticized for these personal interviews with such 
low characters; but that did not bother Jesus, because He came to SEEK and to 
SAVE the lost. Regardless of one's character or regardless of what others 
thought about a person, it did not make any difference to Jesus.  He loved ALL 
and He came to SAVE all who would allow Him to save them. Therefore, He paid 
no attention to His critics, and always had time for a poor lost soul.  

 John 3:17 gives us a great biblical truth concerning the Person and 
mission of Jesus Christ.  Listen to these words, "God sent his Son into the world 
not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.” The word “judge” is 
translated "condemn" in the New King James, but in the Greek means "to give 
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judgment against, to pass sentence upon." Listen to me very carefully, the church 
of Jesus Christ needs to learn this great truth, and learn it good!! 

 You might be thinking, "Preacher, what is the world are you talking about?"  
The answer is found in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31, "For you see your calling, brethren, 
that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are 
called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the 
wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things 
which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the things which are 
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the 
things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him you are in 
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God - and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption - that, as it is written, “He who glories, let him glory 
in the Lord.” Ladies and gentlemen, the Word of God is simply telling us that 
many times, the GREATEST SOLDIERS in the battlefield of the Lord and the 
GREATEST WITNESSES of His saving grace are those who have been forgiven 
the most! And, the truth of the matter is that we tend to forget that truth, when 
it comes to reaching out in the name of Jesus!  

 Ladies and gentlemen, as I look out across this great audience today, I am 
reminded of those who have come seeking a Savior.   Those whose lives were 
stained and twisted; scarred and broken; by the power of sin and Satan.  And now 
you have been washed whiter than snow by the blood of Jesus! A frown of sarcasm 
has been removed, and the sunlight of God's radiant love now shines from your 
face.  The chains of misery and havoc have been broken by the power of God. 
You are no longer slaves to alcohol; no longer slaves to drugs; no longer slaves to 
greed and materialism; no longer in bondage to the lusts of adultery and 
homosexuality. Your lives that were tormented by anger, and by resentment, and 
by bitterness, and by rejection, are now radiant with unspeakable joy and full of 
glory! Lives that were dominated by the occult, by the New Age, and witchcraft, 
have been snatched from the jaws of hell by the amazing grace of God. Families 
that were ripped apart by divorce have been restored. Sons have returned to their 
fathers. Daughters have returned to their mothers.  The amazing grace of God has 
healed you, restored you, and you are a testimony to the amazing love of God!  

 Listen to me today, I'm afraid that we have a great deal of modern-day 
Pharisees in too many of our churches! And the result is that we become critical 
of those who come to be a part of our local churches. And it really bothers me that 
there are those super-religious Pharisees who would be critical of those who come 
seeking the God of glory!! 

   When confronted by these religious "watch-dogs" Mark 2:17 tells us of Jesus’ 
answer, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I 
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did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.” Jesus said, "Sick 
folks need a doctor." In other words, He is saying, "Those who are lost need to go to 
where the Savior is."  

 The problem, as I see it, is that we are so busy looking at the "sin" that we 
miss the "person." Therefore, let me take just a few minutes to speak to some of 
those religious "watch-dogs," those "modern-day Pharisees," who want to be 
critical of those who come seeking a Savior.  

 Ladies and gentlemen, I submit to you that it is a serious matter for God 
to "hate" something. As we think of the grace and goodness of God it is hard for 
us to imagine that God could actually have the ability to "hate" something. But 
listen to the Word of God in Proverbs 6:16-19, These six things the Lord hates, yes, 
seven are an abomination to Him: a proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed 
innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to 
evil, a false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren.” 

 “Haughty eyes" have to do with our spiritual pride, and the Word of God says 
in Proverbs 16:18 that "Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a 
fall." Friend, you will never be worth a "plug nickel" in the service of God until 
you deal with your spiritual pride! Listen Mr. Pharisee, God hates your sin, but 
he sure loves you!  

 A "lying tongue" has to do with has to do with "half-truths" and 
innuendos. Listen to me well today – half a lie is still a lie! Listen Mr. Pharisee, 
God hates your sin, but he sure loves you!! 

  "Hands that shed innocent blood" has to do with a person who is not to be 
trusted, because if he will turn his back on an innocent friend, then there is no 
end to whom he will seek to destroy! Listen Mr. Pharisee, God hates your sin, 
but he sure loves you!  

 A "heart that devises wicked plans" has to do with sinister plots to carry on 
a covetous, envious, revengeful, scheme to get even with someone you don't like, 
or you feel that has done you wrong.  Listen Mr. Pharisee, God hates your sin, 
but he sure loves you!  

 "Feet that are swift in rushing into evil" has to do with impatience and an 
unwillingness to wait upon God.  In other words, it is when we try to take 
matters into our own hands instead of waiting on God. Listen Mr. Pharisee, God 
hates your sin, but he sure loves you! 
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 A "false witness who speaks lies" is very simple to understand.  It has to do 
with sharing some morsel of gossip and then adding a little spice to make it 
sound better! In other words, we actually lie about what we know nothing 
about! Listen Mr. Pharisee, God hates your sin, but he sure loves you! 
  
 And as if he has saved the worse for last, he refers to "a man who stirs up 
discord against brothers." Ladies and gentlemen, the God of love and peace hates 
the sin of tale bearing and slandering, by carrying gossip with the intention of 
stirring up "discord" or dissension. Listen Mr. Pharisee, God hates your sin, but he 
loves you! 

 Now, listen carefully, the Bible gives us a list of sins that God hates, but 
there is only one that makes God sick! Revelation 3:15-16 says, "I know your 
works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So 
then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of 
My mouth." The Greek reads this way, "I know all the things you do, that you are 
neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other! But since you are like 
lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth!” Do you 
know who usually wants to be the "religious watch-dogs" in the local church? 
Those self-righteous, critical, lukewarm, Pharisees, who do not have a clue as to 
what God is trying to do in the local church to reach the world for Jesus! And the 
truth of the matter is that they make God sick on His stomach!  

 Child of God, God has not called us to be guards to keep the lost out of the 
church, He has called us to make sure the lost find a place of hope and the 
message of salvation when they do come! 

 Folks, please listen to me today - DO NOT MISTAKE THE SIN FOR 
THE PERSON! Remember 2 Peter 3:9 reminds us "The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is long-suffering toward us, 
not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” 1 
Timothy 2:3-4 also says, "For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.” And that is why we are here in this place - that "all men" might be saved!  

 If you are not saved, why not today? 

 Please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 
 Your Word is true. Give me the wisdom and courage to look past my own 
selfish thoughts as I look to You for guidance and help in living my life for Your 
glory. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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