
God Sent His Son To Bring Light

John 1:3-5

Helen Keller tells of that dramatic moment when Anne Sullivan 
first broke through her dark, silent world with the illumination of 
language: “We walked down the path to the well house, attracted by the 
fragrance of the honeysuckle with which it was covered. Some one was 
drawing water and my teacher placed my hand under the spout. As the 
cool stream gushed over one hand she spelled into the other the word 
water, first slowly, then rapidly. I stood still, my whole attention fixed on 
the motion of her fingers. Suddenly I felt a misty consciousness as of 
something forgotten - a thrill of returning thought; and somehow the 
mystery of language was revealed to me. I knew then that “w-a-t-e-r” 
meant that wonderful cool something that was flowing over my hand. 
That living word awakened my soul, gave it light, hope, joy, and set it 
free!”

The moment Helen Keller describes is that moment her world 
of darkness was shattered with the light of language. Although she 
was the same person physically, her life was transformed. She now 
had a way she could see and understand.

These last few weeks we have been doing a Christmas series titled 
“God Sent His Son To:” We found out that “God Sent His Son To:” 
first and foremost to change peoples’ lives. We have seen that “God 
sent His Son to:” to give freedom to people who felt trapped. And last 
week we saw that “God Sent His Son To:” to give forgiveness to those 
of us who feel guilty.

This week we are going to that “God Sent His Son To:” to give 
light to a world of darkness. I want you share with you an incident 
found in John 9 and is the story of a man born blind. All of his life 
he suffered from physical darkness and inability to see. And Jesus 
Christ comes into his life and helps him to see not only physically but 
also spiritually. As you look at the story of this man’s life, in the first 
few verses of John 9 Jesus healed his physical blindness. But He takes 
the rest of the chapter to do something even more important - to heal his 
spiritual blindness, to help him to truly see for the first time. The story 
of this man is really the story of how God can help you see 
something you have never seen before. It is really the story of how 
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God works the process of faith into our lives.

I want you to know this man a little better. He was born blind. 
And because of his blindness, he had probably been a beggar all of his 
life. That’s what happened in that culture, that society at that time. 
And don’t you think he must have thought, “What would it be like if I 
could see? What would it be like? How would my life be different? How 
would things change for me if only I could see? But I can’t.”

As we study the story here in John 9 there are four things that 
brought his faith from darkness to light. And I believe these same 
four things will cause the light of life to shine in your life.

First, we need to change our way of thinking. In John 9:2 Jesus’ 
disciples revealed this kind of thinking when they walked by this man 
that was born blind and they asked Jesus a question, “Rabbi, who 
sinned? This man or his parents that he was born blind?” You see, the 
belief in that day was that all sickness is the result of a person’s sin 
and if a person was sick they must have sin in their life. Their belief 
was wrong but that is what they had been taught all of their life. So 
as they passed by this blind man and they turned to Jesus and say, “This 
man was born blind. Was it a sin that his parent’s committed or was it 
something that this man did that caused him to be blind when he was 
born?” Their thinking trapped them in to seeing this man’s situation 
as totally hopeless. That same kind of thinking still causes us 
problems today! It traps us.

 I know you have heard people say (or maybe you have said it), 
“What have I done to cause this sickness (or financial problems, or 
whatever) to come into my life?” And the idea is that, “God must be 
punishing me for something I have done wrong!”  

Look at what Jesus had to say in verse 3, “Jesus answered, 
Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents, but that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him.” Basically, Jesus said, “You are asking 
the wrong question. You are looking for someone to blame. There is no 
such cause/effect here. Look instead for what God can do.” That is how 
you break through negative thinking. You look for what God can do. 
Listen to this promise found in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I 
have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for 
disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” Does that sound like a God 
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of vengeance to you? No!! It sounds like a God of grace and hope to 
me!

This man’s struggle was with blindness. In Verse 7 Jesus told 
the man, “Go and wash in the pool of Siloam. So the man went and 
washed and he came back seeing.” What amazes me about this situation 
is that in verse 3 Jesus said, “It was not because of his sins or his 
parents’ sins.” Jesus is not saying that they were sinless, but that 
their sin was not the cause of the blindness. And then Jesus says, “This 
happened so the power of God could be seen in him.” And now they are 
thinking, “We are going to see the power of God. We are going to see the 
miracle of healing with our own eyes.” And with that thought in their 
minds verse 6 tells us, “Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the 
saliva, and spread the mud over the blind man’s eyes.”

While everyone was holding his or her breath, their hearts 
rushing, and waiting to see “the power of God,” Jesus spits on the 
ground and then makes a “mud-pie” out of it. Now how gross is 
that?

As we look at this story there are two warnings that we need to 
be aware of.

First, don’t confuse the method with the miracle. Don’t think 
the method was used is why it happened that way. When God wanted 
to split the Red Sea in two so He said to Moses, “Hold up a stick.” The 
Bible says Moses holds up a stick and the sea splits in two. Pretty 
incredible. When Jesus wanted to feed 5000 people he simply takes the 
bag-lunch of a little boy and does it. Pretty amazing. When God 
wanted the walls of Jericho to fall down. He says to the people, “Walk 
around the walls and blow a trumpet at it.” God takes the ordinary and 
makes the miraculous. Therefore, do not make the mistake of 
confusing the method with the miracle.

In this case, Jesus “spit on the ground.” He makes mud out of 
His spit and He puts the mud on the man’s eyes. Then He says, “Go 
and wash it off and you will be able to see.”

Remember the first warning – Don’t confuse the method with 
the miracle. If this man had confused the method with the miracle he 
could have thought, “It was the dirt! Glory to God, if I could just get 
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some of that dirt, I have got to get me a jar of that dirt.”

But listen carefully right here, Jesus healed people of blindness 
a lot of different ways. To one man He said, “Be healed!” and he 
instantly saw. To others He said, “Be healed!” and slowly they began to 
see. And to this person here in John 9 he simply put “mud” on his 
eyes. So please do not confuse the method with the miracle.

One of the things that I have found in church is that we have 
the tendency to want everybody else to duplicate our experiences. If 
we speak in tongues, we begin a crusade for speaking in tongues. If 
we experience deliverance, we begin a crusade for deliverance, and we 
conclude that there is a demon behind every bush. If we have 
experienced healing, we begin a crusade for healing. And the 
problem is that, if we are not very careful, we get so caught up in the 
method and the results, that we lose sight of the fact that it was God!

Listen, it wasn’t about the “mud,” it was about the power of 
God to heal! He is a creative God and the miracle is that He still 
heals today. Sometimes He heals instantly and sometimes He heals over 
a process of time using, doctors and medicine. My advice is simply this 
- don’t confuse the method with the miracle.

Let me stop right here for just a moment. Has the devil ever 
tried to steal away your faith and cause you to feel guilty for going to 
the doctor after you have come down front to be prayed for? Listen; 
don’t let Satan trick you in this matter! Whether or not you go to the 
doctor is not the issue here. Listen to this, the doctor can treat your 
symptoms and prescribe the medication, but it is God that does the 
healing. Therefore, when you go to the doctor, go in faith, trusting God 
for your healing.

Second, don’t confuse your participation for God’s power. Yes, 
God did invite Moses to hold up a stick and yes, God did invite the 
people of Israel to blow a trumpet at the walls of Jericho. And yes, 
God did invite this man to walk down to a pool to be healed. But it was 
God who was doing the work. It was their step of obedience in 
listening to Him that made the difference. They could not look at the 
miracle and say, “I take the credit.” They knew that God had all the 
credit for what He had done in their lives. 
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Now listen carefully right here - the miracle always begins with 
an act of obedience based on a measure of faith. God says, “Do this.” 
For example, James 5:14-15 says, “Is any sick among you? Let him call 
for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up...” The miracle is not in the oil but 
“the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up…” The miracle is the act of obedience that allows God to work 
incredible miracles.

Three, look past what the skeptics cannot see. John 9:7-9 says, 
“So the man went and washed and came back seeing! His neighbors and 
others who knew him as a blind beggar asked each other, “Isn’t this the 
man who used to sit and beg?” Some said he was, and others said, “No, 
he just looks like him!” But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, I am the same 
one!” 

This man is healed and he goes back to the people who have 
known him for years. And for the very first time he is able to put 
face with the voices that he has heard all those years. But there is a 
major problem; instead of everyone rejoicing that he is healed they 
simply will not accept it. Not only do they not believe he is healed, 
they are denying that it is even him.

There are always people around to tell you that will doubt 
your healing and try to cause you to focus on the sickness instead of 
the miracle. So how do you deal with the skeptics?

First, you must stand on the Word of God. In other words, you 
must make the Word of God the final authority in your life. Line up 
your thinking with whatever the Word says.

Second, you must keep your focus on God instead of on the 
problem. Ephesians 4:27 says, “Leave no room or foothold for the 
devil.” How do you give Satan a foothold in your life when it comes 
to healing? The answer is simple - when you continue to focus on the 
sickness instead of the miracle! Listen and get this - no matter what it 
looks like, feels like, or no matter what you hear somebody say, don’t 
give up your faith in God. In other words, stand on the Word and 
don’t let other people’s voices blind you to what God can do. With God 
all things are possible.

5



Four, live your life for Jesus. At the end of this very long story, 
we pick it up in verses 35-38, “When Jesus heard what had happened, he 
found the man and asked, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” The man 
answered, “Who is he, sir? I want to believe in him.” “You have seen 
him,” Jesus said, “and he is speaking to you!” “Yes, Lord, I believe!” the 
man said. And he worshiped Jesus.”

Now please listen to this statement - Jesus always heals for a 
reason, and that reason is to glorify the Father. Listen to what we have 
been told in Matthew 4:23, “And Jesus went throughout Galilee, in their 
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every 
disease and sickness among the people.” Therefore, in its truest sense 
Jesus used healing as a tool for evangelism. Evangelism means making 
known the Gospel of Jesus Christ in such a way that it calls lost sinners 
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ!

Ladies and gentlemen, God never heals just for the sake of 
healing. He always uses the miracle of healing to reveal to a lost and 
dying world the power of God, not only to heal but also to save!

Therefore, one of the reasons God sent His Son to this earth was 
to bring light to this sin-darkened world. Jesus was born to rescue you 
from the darkness of sin, the misery of past failures, and the 
uncertainty of eternity. He was sent to replace pain with healing, and 
your depression with “joy unspeakable and full of glory.”

But I must warn you, Jesus never forces His wav into your life 
- it is a decision that each of us must make for ourselves. If you have 
never been saved, why not come today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,
Because of Your Word I see more clearly today. I need Your 

forgiveness and I need Your guidance. Give me the faith to receive every 
promise in Your Word as my very own. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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