
God Sent His Son To Reveal Truth

John 4:23

We are in part three of a four part series that I have titled “God 
Sent His Son To:” It is my desire to make this Christmas season more 
than just Santa Clause and presents. Please don’t misunderstand 
what I am saying, because there is certainly nothing wrong with 
Santa Clause and presents, but I want you to understand that 
Christmas is about a purpose. What was God’s purpose in sending His 
Son to this earth?  

We are living in a time when it is tough to tell fact from fiction, 
the truth from a lie, right from wrong. There are more shades of 
gray than there have ever been. The world doesn’t seem to have a 
standard truth by which we can judge what is real and what is not. As 
Jesus stood before Pilate He proclaimed His purpose for being born, as 
seen in John 18:37, “For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have 
come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth.” Not only 
did Jesus tell us here, “I have come to tell you the truth,” and in John 
14:6 Jesus said, “I am the truth.” We can line our life up next to Jesus 
and we know whether we are in line or out of line, whether or not 
whether we are living a lie or living near the truth. 

In John 4:4-42 the give us an amazing story commonly know 
as “the woman at the well.” Jesus and His disciples are on their way 
to Galilee and when they get to Sychar they came to Jacob’s well, 
and because Jesus was tired He stopped to rest and to get a drink of 
water. And it is there where He meets this Samaritan woman. And 
because we don’t know her name we just call her “The Woman at the 
Well.”

Because this is a very long story and we don’t have time to 
read all the verses I am going to just tell you the story and then 
draw a few illustrations out of it.

This story actually begins in verse 4 when we are told, “He had to 
go through Samaria.” Now you need to understand, back then Jewish 
people did anything possible to avoid Samaritans. They just didn’t 
like them. Religiously there was a lot of prejudice, racially there was a 
lot of prejudice so Jewish people would sometimes travel a three days 
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journey so that they could avoid Samaria. But this passage of scripture 
says, “Jesus had to go through Samaria.” Why? Because Jesus had a 
date that would not only change the life of one woman, but would 
give us a truth that will change our life was well.

And that is exactly what happened. He goes through Samaria. 
He comes to this well. Verse 6 tells us, “…It was about the sixth hour.” 
The Jewish day began at 6:00 am, so Jesus arrived at the well about 
noon. It is the heat of the day and Jesus is described as being tired. 
He sits down at the well to rest while His disciples go to a nearby village 
to get lunch. Then the Bible says the Samaritan woman comes out to 
the well. And Jesus says to her, “Would you give Me a drink?” She is 
shocked and says, “Why is it that You, being a Jewish person, would 
even speak to me?” Jesus said, “If you knew who I was you would ask 
Me for water and I would give you living water.” 

I want you to understand a couple of things. First, I want you 
to understand the situation of this woman. She is coming out to draw 
water at noon by herself. Here is why that’s a problem. In that 
culture, women would go out to the well outside their village in the 
cool of the morning or the cool of the evening. They would never go 
in the middle of the day. They would never go in the hottest part of the 
day. And they would never go alone for security reasons. The reason 
this woman is alone and at midday is because she is a social outcast. 
You see, because of her reputation she is a woman who has been 
shunned by the people of her village. But she is being received by the 
very Son of God.

Second, she thinks they are just talking about physical water 
and her physical thirst. But Jesus is starting to engage her at a 
deeper spiritual level. He says, “I could give you water that would meet 
your deepest needs.” She still thinks He is talking just water. So she 
looks around and says, “You don’t even have a bucket with which to 
draw water. Who do You think you are?” He says, “Listen! If you drink 
this water from the well you will just get thirsty again. If you drink the 
water that I am offering, you will never thirst again. I have something 
that will satisfy you internally and eternally. You will never thirst again.”

They talk about all kinds of things. Then finally they really get 
down to the crux of her life. Jesus says, “Why don’t you go get your 
husband? Come back and we’ll talk some more?” 
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The woman has a real dilemma. She has a pretty checkered 
past. She says, “I don’t have a husband.” Jesus says, “You have spoken 
the truth. You have had five husbands and the man you are living with 
now is not your husband.”

She immediately changes the subject. She says, “Let’s talk about 
worship. Do you think we ought to worship God on this mountain?” 
This is exactly what she does. Jesus says, “Let’s not talk about religion. 
Let’s talk about reality.” Near the end of the story she comes to believe 
that this person is in fact Jesus the Christ, the promised Messiah, 
God's Savior for the world. She goes back to her village and she tells 
all the people that she knows about this experience. And the Bible 
says the village comes out to this well and they believe that Jesus is the 
Christ because of the testimony of this woman. She had no idea that 
afternoon when she went to that well new meaning and new 
direction and new purpose would be given to her life. She had no 
idea how everything would turn around because of her encounter 
with the Son of God.

There are some truths that you and 1 can learn from Jesus’ 
encounter with the “Woman at the Well.” I want to share five things 
with you today and we continue our series on “Why God sent His 
Son to this earth?” 

First, because I can’t hide my past from God. Have you ever 
tried to hide something from God? Ever so often the news will give us 
a story about someone trying to smuggle dope across the border back 
into the States. They hide it in tires, clothing, gas tanks, in their 
stomachs, etc. They might get caught, but they never seem to stop 
trying.

 And that is exactly what some people do when it comes to sin. 
Somehow we have the idea that we can actually sneak something 
past the all-seeing eyes of God; past the all-hearing ears of God; past 
the all-knowing mind of God. And it is something we have been doing 
from the beginning. 

And one of the primary reasons that many of our people are 
not in this Worship Service today is they have something in their 
lives that causes them guilt and shame, which in turn causes them to 
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stay away from God. But what they fail to realize is that God is still 
there and He knows.

So Jesus says, “Bring your husband,” and she tried to dodge that 
bullet and said, “I don’t have a husband.” But Jesus knew all about 
her shameful past. She tried to keep that secret. She lived in a culture 
where her lifestyle would have been considered very shameful and 
nobody wanted to be with this woman, because they did not want to be 
guilty by association. They shunned her and Jesus knew about that.

 He not only knew about her shameful past. He knew about her 
repeated failure. It’s not like she just had one mark on the scorecard, 
she had lots of smudges. Listen to me today, God knows all about your 
past, but He also knows about your present. And the first step to 
victory is to be honest with yourself and with God.

Second, in spite of my past and present Jesus loves me anyway. 
The reason we try to hide our sins from God is because we believe 
that if God really knows about us He will be mad at us and not love 
us anymore. Well glory to God He knows and He still loves us.

In verse 21 Jesus uses the word “woman.” Remember, we have 
said that this word in the Greek is a word of tenderness and it is a 
word of kindness. Here is a woman who no doubt had heard all of 
the names. She had seen all of the looks. She had suffered the 
loneliness of isolation. She had felt the pain of rejection. But on this 
day she hears the word of tenderness. She hears the word of kindness. 
She hears from the Son of the Living God! Not words of 
condemnation, not words of reprimand, but words of endearment. He 
knew everything about her and He still loved her.

How does that compare with your idea about God? How does 
that line up with how you understand God to be or is it a new idea 
about God? Most people believe that God would rather beat us up than 
lift us up. But this story teaches us just the opposite. Listen, God is 
not mad and He is not mean! God is a good God, a loving God, a 
caring God, and the Bible tells us in Romans 2:4 that “the goodness of 
God leads men to repentance.”

God not only wants to deal with your past. He wants to give 
you a future. Listen, God has a plan and a purpose for your life. You 
are not just some accident that happened on Planet Earth. God has a 
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plan for your life. God has given you a future that is not based on 
your past, but on His forgiveness. Every saint has a past and every 
sinner has a future.

Please remember this truth - the One who knows you the best 
loves you the most.

Third, my sin has consequences. The Bible tells us in Hebrews 
11:25 that there are some “pleasures” in sin. Do you know why? 
Because it appeals to the flesh.

Let’s suppose you were to go into a store. The rule in the store 
is if you touch anything you have to buy it. But the strange thing about 
this store is that there are no price tags and you won’t be told how much 
it cost until you have to buy it. But as you look around you see 
something that you want. You would like to have it but you really 
have no idea what it will cost, and you know that if you touch it you 
will have to buy it. Finally, your desire out weighs your fears and you 
pick it up and go to the cash register. When you get there you find that 
you now have to go deep in debt to pay for the item that you have 
chosen. The price is much too high but you have made the choice.

Sin is much like that. We see things that we know are against 
God’s will and Word for our lives. But the longer we look the more the 
desire rises in us until we make the choice, “I am going to take the 
chance. Maybe it will be on sale.” And when we get to the cash 
register of life we find that the price is far more than we thought. 
Why? Because that choice has cost you your reputation. Or it has cost 
you your marriage. Or it has cost you your kids.

There is an old saying that says, “Sin will take you further than 
you want to go and cost you more than you want to pay.” It is true - sin 
has a consequence. And this “woman at the well” was living the 
consequences of her sin? 

And there might to some of you in this service that are paving 
a high price for sin. Maybe you have made some bad choices in 
your life. Maybe you have done some stupid things in your life. And 
now you are paying the price. I have good news for you - Jesus loves 
you too much to let you stay where you are!
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Four, Jesus is the only one who can satisfy my deepest need. In 
John 4:10 Jesus says to this woman, “If you knew who I was you would 
have asked Me and I would have given you living water.” In verse 14 He 
says, “Whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst 
again. But the water I give shall become inside a well of water springing 
up to eternal life.” The Bible is filled with people just like you and 
me. Psalm 42:1-2 says, “As a deer pants for streams of water, so I long 
for You O God. I thirst for God, the living God.” Isaiah 12:2-3 says, 
“See? God has come to save me. I will trust in Him and not be afraid. 
The Lord God is my strength and my song. He has become my salvation. 
With joy you will drink deeply from the fountain of salvation.” Jesus 
said in Revelation 21:6, “I will give to the one who thirsts from the 
spring of the water of life without cost.”

And that brings us to the final step; you must admit your 
emptiness. The “woman at the well” was trying to live her life with a 
big piece of the puzzle missing. Evidently she tries everything to fix 
what was wrong in her life. And the problem is that she was looking 
for happiness in all the wrong places. The made the huge mistake of 
trying to find her fulfillment in people instead of God.

But on this particular day she comes face-to-face with the One 
piece of the puzzle that fit. Jesus was what she really needed all the 
time. He was the piece that was missing.

You may have tried to find fulfillment and peace and 
contentment in other people and things, but He is the only one that 
can bring completeness and wholeness to your life. He is the only one 
that can quench the soul thirst you have, the deepest needs you have. 
The greatest soul thirst you experience is the thirst for forgiveness, the 
thirst to be right with God, the thirst for eternal life. We need that. And 
Jesus is the only one who can provide that.

When was the last time you were able to peacefully put your 
head on your pillow at night, guilt free, and no more shame? When’s 
the last time you felt like your slate was wiped clean? When’s the last 
time you felt like you had a fresh start with God? That is exactly what 
He is offering you this morning. Would you just simply say, “Yes”?

Everyone please stand for prayer.
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Father,
Your Word has spoken to my life today. Thank You for coming to Planet 
Earth to bring me the truth. Fill all my empty spots with Your love as I 
trust You with my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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