
God Sent His Son To Replace Rules with Relationships

Philippians 2:5-8

It was an amazing night. Fredrick Speakman, in his book “The 
Salty Tang,” put it this way, “It was silent and yet there was music. It 
was dark and yet there was light.” Bethlehem almost missed it. There 
was no room. Many of us recall the birth of our first child. The trip to 
the hospital, the sterile environment, the presence of family and friends. 
But on the first Christmas a young pregnant Jewess girl found 
herself without the decency of even a clean sheet on a simple cot. In 
her hour of childbirth her bed was straw in a stable and when the 
baby was born, with trembling, yet thankful, fingers she wrapped 
the baby in cloths and laid him in a manger.

We are beginning a new four-week series this morning concerning 
the birth of Christ and I have entitled it, “God Sent His Son To:” Did you 
know that over and over in the New Testament we are told specifically 
“What God Sent His Son to this earth to Do”? When we discover the 
purpose of His birth, we will also discover how we are supposed to 
live our lives.

Therefore, as we look at “What God Sent His Son to this Earth 
to Do,” I want you to come to the realization that He really came 
looking for us. He was born for the purpose of making your life 
better and more complete. He was born with your eternal destiny in 
mind.

Which reminds me of a story. A man calls a house and a little boy 
answers the phone with a whisper, “Hello?” The man says, “Can I speak 
to your mommy?” The little boy says, “She’s busy.” So the man says, 
“Can I speak to your daddy?” The little boy says, “He’s busy too.” The 
man’s curious. He says, “Is there anybody else at home?” “Yes. The 
police are here.” The little boy said. Now the guy is concerned. He said, 
“Can I speak to the police officer?” “No, he’s busy too.” He says, “Is 
there anybody else at home?” The little boy said, “Yes, the firemen are 
here.” He says, “Can I speak to a fireman?” “No, they’re busy too.” The 
man is really frustrated now. He says, “Young man! What are they all 
busy doing?” The little boy said, “They’re looking for me.” Jesus came 
looking for you!
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Hebrews 9:10 gives us this insight, “For the old system dealt only 
with certain rituals what foods to eat and drink, rules for washing 
themselves, rules about this and that. The people had to keep these rules 
to tide them over until Christ came with God’s new and better way.” 
Notice the words, “Christ came with God’s new and better way.” And 
what we are going to discover today is that one reason Jesus was 
born was to replace rules with a relationship. Up until this time 
people thought the way to have a right relationship with God was by 
keeping a bunch of rules. Jesus said, “That is just a bunch of religious 
junk! The way you rightly relate to God is by having a relationship with 
Him.”

There is a great example of this in the Gospel of Mark 10. It is 
the experience where Jesus meets a man that is typically known as 
the “rich young ruler.”

The story begins in Mark 10:17, “As Jesus went out into the street a 
man came running up and greeted Jesus with reverence. (That word 
means that he literally knelt down at Jesus’ feet.) And he asked, ‘Good 
Teacher, what must I do to get eternal life?” Look closely at his question, 
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” This has been the problem of 
those trying to connect with God through the ages. It is this belief 
that I have to do something and I have to do more and I am never 
quite sure how much I should do or if I have done enough.

Look at Jesus response, “Jesus said to the man, ‘Why are you calling 
Me a good teacher? No one is good, only God. You know the 
commandments. Don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t 
lie, don’t cheat, honor your father and mother.’ He said, ‘Teacher, I have 
from my youth kept all these rules.’ Jesus looked him hard in the eye and 
loved him....” The greatest thing about this passage of scripture is the 
statement; “Jesus looked him hard in the eye and loved him...” As we 
will see in a moment, this young man had some major problems in 
his life! And yet, in spite of the fact that Jesus knew everything 
about him, the Bible says Jesus loved him.

Listen, one of the greatest truths that you will ever discover 
about God is that He loves you - the good, the bad, and the ugly. It 
does not matter what you have done, where you have been, or what 
you are involved in. He loves you and He knows everything about you.
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Listen as Jesus continues, “Jesus said, ‘There’s one thing left. Go sell 
everything you own and give it to the poor and all your wealth will then 
be heavenly wealth and come follow Me.’ The man’s face clouded over. 
(That literally means his face just dropped. This was the last thing he 
expected to hear.) He walked off with a heavy heart. He was holding on 
tight to a lot of things and not about to let go. Looking at His disciples, 
Jesus said, ‘Do you have any idea how difficult it is for people who have 
it all to enter God's kingdom?”’

What we are going to discover as we look at these verses is this 
“rich young ruler” was holding on to three beliefs about God and 
how to relate to God and how to have eternal life. And these three 
beliefs were wrong. They were dead wrong. I don’t want any of us to 
make the same mistakes. So for the next few minutes we are going to 
look at the belief mistakes of the rich young ruler.

His first mistake was his believing: What I have is probably 
enough to have a right relationship with God. This story is told in 
three different books of the Bible. If you read all three of them 
together, you will find these three words - he was rich, he was young, 
and he was a ruler. Those are three things we know about him right 
from the start.

First, we are told he was rich. Sometimes people will read this 
story and conclude: “That story is saying that having money is bad.” 
That is not what this story is saying at all. There are some problems 
with our attitude toward money that can wrong. But there is nothing 
wrong with having a lot of money. In fact, God understands the 
importance of money and that is why He puts so much emphasis on 
learning how to handle it.

We are also told he was young. The indication here is that 
because of his age he had a lot of potential. So he had financial 
resources and he had a bright future.

We are also told that he was a leader. He was a ruler in that 
community. This young man had financial resources, he had a bright 
future and he had a lot of influence.

But we know a little bit more about him. We know that he was 
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humble. The gospel of Mark says when he came up to Jesus he fell at 
His knees right in front of Jesus and he asked this question about eternal 
life. Many people when they approached Jesus would try to trick 
Jesus or argue with Jesus or trap Him with what issues they would 
bring before Him. One religious leader even came to Jesus at night 
so that nobody else would see him. But the rich young ruler comes and 
right in front of everybody in broad daylight, drops to his knees and 
says, “I have some questions.”

It also teaches us that this man was spiritually sensitive. A lot of 
people who are rich and young they don’t think about the future. 
But this young man wanted to know about life after death. He wanted to 
know how to have eternal life. He wanted to have a right 
relationship with God in heaven.

We also know that he was a moral man. Jesus names off four or 
five of the Ten Commandments and he says, “1 have kept all these since 
I was a little boy.” The indication here is that he was a good man, and if 
he were living in our time his response would be something like this, “I 
have done the best 1 know how. I have always honored my mother and 
father. I have never knowingly told a lie. I have never stolen from 
anyone.” 

Recently the telephone rang in a small country church and the 
minister answered the phone. The guy on the other end said, “Is this 
Pastor Smith?” Pastor Smith said, “It is.” The man said, “This is the IRS. 
Can you help us?” Pastor Smith said, “I can.” The IRS said, “Do you 
know Danny Cody?” The pastor said, “I do.” “Is he a member of your 
church?” “He is.” “Did he donate $10,000 to your church?” Pastor Smith 
said, “He will.” 

His second mistake was believing: If what I have is not enough, I 
can do more to earn my wav into heaven. Therefore, he asked, “Good 
teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

You see the problem was not that he was bad: the problem was 
that he was lost. Romans 3:23 tells us, “For all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God.” The Greek actually says, “For all of us have 
sinned and fallen short of God’s glorious standard.”
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The problem was that this young man thought that if he were 
just “good enough” surely he would go to heaven. Ladies and 
gentlemen, you don’t go to heaven because you are good, you go to 
heaven because you are saved!

This young man had tried to get to God by keeping a lot of rules. 
He had tried to get to God by following a lot of rituals. He said, “I 
have been keeping these rules since I was a little boy.” 

The problem is that you cannot earn salvation, it is a gift from God, 
as seen in Ephesians 2:8-10, “God saved you by His special favor when 
you believed and you can’t take credit for this. It is a gift from God.” 
Salvation is a gift. “Salvation is not a reward for the good things we 
have done. (Why?) So none of us can boast about it. For we are God's 
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus so we can do the 
good things He planned for us long ago.”

Since our rules, rituals, and religion won’t get us to God; Philippians 
2:8 tells us why God sent His Son to this earth, “And, being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross.” When Jesus died on the cross He didn’t 
die for any sins that He had committed. Because the Bible tells us He 
had never committed any sins. So if He wasn’t dying for His own sins 
guess whose sins He was dying for? Yours and mine. 2 Corinthians 
5:19 says “that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them, and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation.” So when He died on the cross He paid the 
price for our sins. He took the punishment that you and I deserve 
for our sins. Therefore, when you received Jesus Christ as your personal 
Savior, He stamped across your life “Paid in full.”

Now listen carefully, the fundamental difference between religion 
and Christianity is the word “Done.” Religion is about all you do. 
Christianity is about a relationship. Christianity is about what God 
has already done in Christ Jesus to provide salvation and forgiveness 
for all of those who will believe and receive!

Listen to how Romans 3:21-22 reads in the Greek, “But now God 
has shown us a different way of being right in His sight, not by obeying 
the law. That’s rules, rituals and religion. But by the way promised in the 
Scriptures long ago. We are made right in God's sight when we trust in 
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Jesus Christ to take away our sins and we all can be saved the same way 
no matter who we are or what we’ve done.” Isn’t that a great verse? 
God says you can be saved, no matter who you are or what you have 
done. When you receive Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you 
receive forgiveness and eternal life as a gift just because He loves you. 
This rich young ruler believed that he could do more and get to 
heaven. He found out he was wrong.

If Jesus Christ is God's Son, if He died on a cross to prove His 
love for you, if He rose from the dead proving His identity and His 
power, wouldn’t you agree that He deserves your love and devotion? 
Listen, God doesn’t want you to serve Him out of fear and guilt. 
Man, he loves you in ways that you can’t imagine! He wants to meet 
your every need! He wants you to have the very best that life has to 
offer! He wants to bless you coming in and going out. He wants you to 
be the head and not the tail. He wants you to realize that you are 
“more than a conqueror through Jesus Christ who loves you.” He 
wants you life to be filled with joy and not worry. He wants your life to 
be filled with excitement and not confusion. Why does God want all 
of this! The answer is simple - Because He loves us!! 

His third mistake was trusting in the wrong god. Mark 10:22 says, 
“And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved; for he had great 
possession.” The problem wasn’t that he had money; the problem is 
that his money had him! The tragedy was that this young man’s money 
has become his god.

2 Chronicles 16:9 says, “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth 
in order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.” 
The Bible tells us that when Jesus touched that one realm of the rich 
young ruler’s life that he was unwilling to give to Christ, the rich 
young ruler turned and walked away sad. Listen to me very 
carefully; what He really wanted from this young man was not his 
money, but his love, his undivided devotion.

There was a five-year-old little girl who was at a department 
store with her mom. She saw some fake, cheap costume jewelry 
pearls and she begged her mom for the pearls. Her mom said, “I don’t 
want to waste my money on that. They’re just fake pearls.” The little girl 
begged, “Mom, I’ll spend my own money for it.” Her mom finally 
agreed. The little girl reached into her patent leather purse and 
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pulled out every dime she had in the world - two bucks - just enough 
to cover the cost and the tax for those cheap fake pearls. That little 
girl loved those pearls. She wore them to kindergarten. She wore them 
out to play. She wore them in the bathtub. She wore them when she 
went to bed. She never took them off.

A couple days later her daddy was tucking her into bed. As he 
finished he said, “Sweetheart, do you love your daddy." She said, 
“Daddy, I love you.” He said, “Would you give me your pearls?” She 
said, “Would you take my rocking horse in the comer?”

The next night he was tucking her in again and said, “Sweetie, do 
you love daddy?” She said, “Daddy, I love you.” He said, “Would you 
give me your pearls?” She said, “Would you take my doll?”

A couple nights later after he had tucked her in, he was almost to 
the door leaving the bedroom. She hopped out of bed, had her little 
fist balled up. She said, “Daddy, I have something for you.” She opened 
her little hand and said, “Here are my pearls.” He said, “Sweetie, I have 
been waiting all week for that.” He reached into his pocket and pulled 
out a velvet pouch and gave to her a string of authentic pearls. He 
said, “I was just waiting for you to give up your dime store stuff so I 
could give you a true treasure.”

Let me ask you this question - What are you holding on to? Your 
past? Your future? Your finances? Your failure? 

If you are not saved, why not come today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.

Father,
Your Word has spoken to my heart. Give me the courage to give You my 
junk that You might give me Your treasure. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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