
Give What You Have

Mark 8:1-6
“In those days, the multitude being very great and having nothing to eat, 
Jesus called His disciples to Him and said to them, 2 “I have compassion 
on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days 
and have nothing to eat. 3 And if I send them away hungry to their own 
houses, they will faint on the way; for some of them have come from 
afar.” Then His disciples answered Him, “How can one satisfy these 
people with bread here in the wilderness?” 5 He asked them, “How many 
loaves do you have?” And they said, “Seven.” 6 So He commanded the 
multitude to sit down on the ground. And He took the seven loaves and 
gave thanks, broke them and gave them to His disciples to set before 
them; and they set them before the multitude.”

Two facts are equally true, man does not live by bread alone; 
neither can he live without bread. Jesus recognized both of these 
needs and by the miracle of feeding the multitudes he not only 
declared himself to be the bread of life for the souls of men, but also 
the provider of bread for the bodies of men. 

In today’s text, we have the story of Jesus feeding 4,000. There 
seems to be some confusion between this event and the feeding of the 
5,000. But a careful study will reveal this to be two different events in 
the life of Christ.

This miracle occurred in the region of Decapolis on the eastern 
shores of the Sea of Galilee. As Jesus preached and taught, the 
crowds grew larger and larger until there was such a vast multitude 
that a kind of "camp meeting" atmosphere prevailed. Many had 
come bringing their lunch baskets that they might stay as long as 
possible. 

For three days the people held on, sleeping on the ground at 
night and eagerly pressing around Jesus, the great wonderworker, 
by day. Jesus was deeply touched by the sight of the multitudes 
composed largely of Gentile people. To him it was symbolic of the 
wider conquest of his kingdom in the future. During the three days, the 
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people exhausted their supply of food, and yet they would not leave. 
These Gentiles had never witnessed things like this and were 
charmed beyond words.  

Jesus expressed concern to his disciples over the crowd. He did 
not want to send them away hungry because many of them had 
traveled great distances and could not stand the long journey home 
without food. He wanted to know if his disciples knew of any way to 
feed them. 

The apostles must have remembered that Jesus had fed 5,000 
men plus the women and children with five loaves and two small fish 
earlier, but they were mostly Jews. Would he be able to do the same 
thing for these Gentiles?

They obviously did not think so, for they responded that there 
was not enough food to feed such a crowd of people and they did not 
know where they could get enough. They were in the open 
countryside and there was no place to buy enough food. They didn't 
have it and they didn't know where to get it. So, they presented to Jesus 
a picture of helplessness and hopelessness. They realized the 
problem, but their resources were inadequate and there was nothing 
they could do about it.

Jesus then asked, "How many loaves do you have?" They told him 
that they had seven. Jesus took the loaves, thanked God for them, 
and gave them to his disciples to pass among the multitudes. 
Someone found a few small fish, so Jesus blessed them and distributed 
them also. When the crowd of over 4,000 had been fed there were 
seven baskets full of food left over. Jesus then sent the crowd home.

The great truth of this experience is that it presents Jesus as 
both satisfier and multiplier. He satisfies our hunger and he 
multiplies our potential. He is the master of multiplication. He takes 
what we bring to him and multiplies it to meet the needs of the 
world around us. He can multiply our little into a lot.
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The problem was, there was a vast throng of 4,000 people who 
did not have anything to eat. The response of the disciples was that 
they had no food and there was no place to get it. 

The disciples focused on what they did not have and what they 
could not do. They were focusing on failure and dwelling on the 
negative. Many people do that when they are confronted with a 
difficulty. They think about what they do not have and why they 
cannot help.

They are like the boy who came home from school and told his 
father, "Dad, I think I failed my math test today." The father, desiring to 
teach the boy to be more optimistic, said, "Son, don't talk like that. Be 
positive." The boy responded, "All right, Dad, I'm positive I failed my 
math test." Many people are positively negative.

What a tragedy since most of the barriers in life are mental. If 
we think a thing can't be done, we usually don't try. And if we don't 
try, we can't do it. If we focus on what we don't have, rather than on 
what we do have, we usually end up doing nothing.

If others had thought that way they would have never 
accomplished anything. But instead of focusing on what they didn't 
have, and by using what they did have, they changed the world. Don't 
forget that Shakespeare had no typewriter or word processor; Einstein 
didn't know a computer chip from a potato chip; the apostle Paul 
honeycombed the Roman Empire with churches without the assistance 
of a mission board; and David decked Goliath without the help of 
George Foreman. 

Christ replied to his disciples' negative statement as if he was 
ignoring it. He asked, "How many loaves do you have?" It was as if 
Jesus was saying, "I'm not interested in what you don't have. Tell me 
what you do have. Don't tell me what you can't get; show me what 
you've got. Give it to me! Let's see what we can do with it."  
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When they put the little they had into the hands of Jesus, he 
multiplied it into a lot. He took their insufficiency and made it 
sufficient. He took their inadequacy and multiplied it into an 
abundance.  

These disciples grossly overestimated their poverty. They failed 
to look at all their resources. They felt that they had nothing, but they 
had Jesus and that was enough. In his hands they became sufficient. 
He multiplied the seven loaves and the two fish. 

The great truth of this miracle is that we need to stop dwelling 
on what we don't have. We need to take what we have, put it in the 
hands of Jesus, and let him multiply it. He is the master of 
multiplication. 

There are at least three areas of life where this truth needs to 
be applied.

• Jesus can multiply our talents.
• Jesus can multiply our tithes.
• Jesus can multiply our testimony.

First, we need to give him our talents. He can multiply and 
maximize them. 

Twelve words  no more, no less  but they sum up the message of 
this miracle. The real question in life is, "Will you do what you have?"  

All of God's servants who have been privileged to accomplish 
great things for his cause have been painfully aware of their 
weaknesses and inadequacies. But they did what they could and God 
did what they couldn't. 

Moses is a great example of what I am trying to say today. 
Moses was a timid, stammering shepherd with a tremendous 
inferiority complex. When God called him to lead the children of Israel 
out of Egyptian bondage, he had a multitude of reasons as to why he was 
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not the man for the job. To convince the hesitant Moses of his great 
power, God asked him, "Moses, what is that in your hand?" It was a 
shepherd's staff. The Lord told him to throw it on the ground. It 
became a slithering snake. Then the Lord said, "Pick it up again." As 
Moses reached down and picked up the snake it turned into a 
shepherd's staff again. If God was able to turn a staff into a snake, 
and then turn it back into a staff, then surely he could turn a 
shepherd into a statesman. And that's exactly what he did. 

God's question to Moses is also his question to each of us today, 
"What is that in your hand?" “How many loaves do you have?” Give 
them to the Lord and I promise you he will use them. What he did 
with Moses in the Old Testament and what Jesus did in Decapolis 
over 2,000 years ago, he can still do today. He is the master of 
multiplication. 

God isn’t interested in hearing about the ability you don't have. 
He is interested in using what abilities you do have. Whatever they 
are, put them in the hands of Jesus and watch what he can do with 
them.  

Besides, it is not ability but availability and dependability that 
God is really looking for. So, stop talking about what you can't do and 
start doing what you can do. Give your talents, no matter how meager, 
to Jesus and he can multiply your effectiveness.  

President George Bush, in his State of the Union Address, said, 
"We all have something to give. So if you know how to read, find 
someone who can't. If you've got a hammer, find a nail. If you're not 
hungry, not lonely, not in trouble  seek out someone who is." We all do 
have something to give, if we'll just give it.  

Now watch this truth - Jesus did not make bread out of nothing. 
He did not multiply nothing into fish. He took what was made 
available to Him and made it into a miracle! Please listen to me today 
– there is a good possibility that you have a miracle in your pocket, but 
Satan has convinced you that it is just a worthless nothing. Give 
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God your labor, your abilities, your talents and he will multiply and 
bless them.   

Second, he can multiply our gifts. Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
India, became an international symbol of faith and real success. 
Once she had a dream to build an orphanage. She told her Superiors, "I 
have three pennies and a dream from God to build an orphanage."

"Mother Teresa" her Superiors chided, "you cannot build an 
orphanage with three pennies. With three pennies you can't do anything." 

"I know," she said smiling, "but with God and three pennies I can 
do anything!" 

Mother Teresa built her orphanage. 

Listen, if you can’t give 10% give 7%. If you can’t give 7% 
give 5%. Start where you are and, as God blesses your efforts and 
increases your finances, start giving more. Don’t let the devil talk you 
into believing that you can do nothing for the glory of God because of 
your present circumstances.

If our Lord could multiply seven loaves and a few fish into a 
meal for a multitude of 4,000 people, surely he can multiply your gift 
also. Give what you can and God will bless it. 

Finally, he can multiply your testimony. Some people talk about 
how they would serve the Lord if they just knew the Bible better, if 
they were seminary trained, if they had a more dramatic testimony. But 
God is not interested in what you don't know. He's interested in what 
you're doing with what you do know. We already know enough 
Gospel to save the whole world. Our problem is not ignorance, but 
indifference. If we would just share with others, our own testimony 
of Christ's working in our lives, he could use that mightily.  

Have you ever wondered where this vast crowd that Jesus fed 
came from? It was a tremendous crowd of over 4,000 people. No 
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doubt the healing of the deaf man in the previous chapter of Mark's 
gospel inspired some of it and helped to arouse the vast multitudes. 
But if you really want to know where they came from, go back to 
Mark, chapter five, and read about Jesus' healing the “Wild man 
from Gadara.” This wild man who lived among the tombs was make 
whole by Jesus. Then Jesus told him to go back to his people and tell 
them what great things the Lord had done for him. That is exactly what 
he did, and Mark 5:19-20 tells us the whole country was caught up 
with what the Lord could do. That's where this crowd came from. 

This man told everyone what God had done for him. And the 
people who heard him were so moved by his testimony that when 
Jesus came back to that region the whole countryside emptied out to 
see and hear him for themselves.  

They came basically because of the witness of this one man. 
Don't ever underestimate the importance of one person telling 
another what Christ has done for him.  

Has he saved you? Has he forgiven you? Is there peace in your 
heart? Tell somebody else. 

People are looking for peace and joy, hope and forgiveness, and 
courage to face death. If they find out you got those things from 
Jesus, they may become interested in him. They aren't interested in 
church. But they do want peace and joy, hope and forgiveness.  

If you put what you have into the hands of Jesus, he can 
multiply it into a great and wonderful thing. The message of this 
miracle is that Jesus can taken what you have and make it a 
miracle!

If you are not saved, why not today?

Everyone please stand for prayer.
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Father,

Your Word is true. Give me the faith and the courage to stop 
focusing on what I don’t have and give you what I do have. Help me to 
realize that I have a miracle in my pocket if I am willing to give it to 
you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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