
God’s Got This #1 
Faith is Substance 

Hebrews 11:1 

 Today, I want you to visualize salvation as a big house, and over the 
front door is written, “Whosoever will shall come.” And I want you to notice 
that as one tries to enter into this house of salvation, they find that the door 
remains locked at all time. The Bible tells us that that door has a name, as seen in 
john 10 where Jesus says, “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved,
…he who does not enter by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber.”  

 There was a time in my life when I came to this “house” called 
“salvation.” As God spoke to my heart, I knew that to be saved I must get 
inside. I tried to open the door by my own power, I tried to pick the lock, I 
banged on the door, but to no avail. Then I was reminded of the words of Jesus 
in John 14:6 when He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through Me.” With that thought, I was reminded of these words 
in Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved through faith…” Therefore, I 
took the “key of faith” and inserted it into the lock, and as the “door” opened, 
I walked across the threshold, and was saved. 

 “Salvation” is the “house” that “grace” built, and “faith” is the “key” to 
the “door.” There is no other way to salvation, for the Scriptures make it plain, 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith” 

 Now I wasn’t there long before I realized that I was only standing in the 
“foyer,” and that the “house of salvation” was a house of many rooms. And I, 
along with many others, was simply standing in the foyer. As I looked around, I 
realized that there were other rooms marked “Answered prayer,” and other there 
was a room marked “The fullness of the Spirit,” and over there was a room marked 
“Christian service,” and over there was a room marked “Healing,” etc. 

 Now I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to live in a foyer all my 
life. I want to go into the bedroom for rest, into the den for relaxation, and into 
the kitchen for food. But I must admit that the majority of our present-day 
Christians are spending their Christian lives living in the foyer of the “house of 
salvation.” 

 I didn’t want to spend the rest of my life in the foyer, and as I looked 
around, I saw this door marked, “Answered prayer” and decided that this was 
a pretty good place to start, but to my surprise that door was also locked. So I 
went to the door marked “Victory over sin” and it was locked. So I went to the 
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door marked “Fullness of the Spirit” and it was also locked. And I soon 
discovered that every door in the “house of salvation” was locked. 
 I can’t explain this, but although I had been saved only a short while, I 
had acquired an unusually large key ring. So I started trying to unlock these 
doors. The first key I tried was the key of “self effort.” I thought that if I worked 
as hard as I could, and do the best that I knew how, God would answer my 
prayers. But that key did not unlock the door. 

 The next key that I tried was the key of “Christian service.” I thought 
that if I took on a few more jobs in the church, that God would certainly be 
pleased with me, and I would have victory over sin. But that key did not unlock 
the door. 

 The next key that I tried was the key of “rededication.” I thought that I 
must have sinned somewhere along the way, therefore, I thought that by 
confessing all my known sin, and rededicating my life to Christ, surely I could 
receive the fullness of the Spirit. But that key did not unlock the door. 

 So there I stood, locked out of those rooms, standing in the foyer with 
everybody else. And while standing there in frustration, I remembered the 
“key” that opened the very first “door” to the “house of salvation.” So I picked 
up the “key of faith” and found that that was the “Master key” to every room in the 
“house of salvation.”  

 Everything you get in the Christian life, you get by “grace” through 
“faith,” and there is no other way. A person lives the Christian life they very 
same way one enters the Christian life. God’s method of operation never 
changes, and salvation, every avenue of salvation, is provided to us by “grace” 
through “faith.” “Grace” means that God provides it, and “faith” means that 
we accept what God provides for us. “Grace” is God’s part, while “faith” is 
man’s part. 

 “Grace” is the house, and “faith” is the key that opens the doors. And I 
want to point out to you that unless a Christian knows how to live by faith, he 
is going to be shut out of everyone of those doors, and will spend his life 
standing in the “foyer” of the “house of salvation.”  

 Not so very only ago, the phrase “God’s got this!” was heard a lot 
around here! But that did that mean? It was a simple statement of faith in God’s 
ability to be true to His promises as recorded in His Word!  

 For the next few weeks we are going to look at what faith really is as 
presented to us in God’s Word.  
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 The Bible tells us in Habakkuk 2:4, “Behold,…but the just shall live by 
faith.” And then we have been told in Romans 1:17, “The just shall live by faith.” 
And then we have been told in Galatians 3:11, “The just shall live by faith.” And 
then Hebrews 10:38 says, “Now the just shall live by faith…” When you read 
your Bible, and you find God saying the same thing four times, you get the 
idea that He is trying to tell you something. I really think God is trying to tell us, 
“The just shall live by faith.” 

 Now watch this – God says, “The just shall live by faith.” He doesn’t say the 
“just” are saved by faith, but they “shall live by faith.” The “just” are those 
people who have already been saved. There is only one way for the Christian 
to live, and that is by faith. 

 This truth is seen in Hebrews 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to 
please him (God)…” Now, if most of us had written that verse, we would have 
said, “Without service it is impossible to please him.” Or maybe, “Without prayer 
and Bible study it is impossible to please him.” Or maybe, “Without tithing it is 
impossible to please him.” But the Bible very plainly teaches us that there is 
only one way that you can please God, and that is by faith. And if you are not 
living by faith, then your life is not pleasing to God. Listen, it doesn’t matter 
how much you pray; it doesn’t matter how much you serve or study your Bible, it 
you are not living by faith you are not pleasing God. 

 In fact, Romans 14:23 says, “For whatever is not of faith is sin.” Now that is 
a very disturbing definition of sin. Most of us would agree that adultery, murder, 
and that kind of stuff is sin, but the Bible says, “Whatever is not of faith is sin.” 
The only alternative to a life of faith is sin. 

 Child of God, the Bible is simply teaching us that faith is not an optional 
commodity, it is an obligation for every born again believer. And because of the 
importance of faith, we are going to spend the next few weeks seeing just what the 
Bible teaches us about what is mean to “live by faith.” 

  The Bible teaches us that faith is substance. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now 
faith is the substance of things hoped, the evidence of things not seen.” In other 
words, those things you and I hope for, and in the Bible, you know that hope 
never has the idea of “maybe so” or “perhaps.” But it is those things you are 
that are promised and assured of, but they are yet future, they are not in your 
possession. But, because they are in His Word, you are certain that God wants 
you to have them. 

 Look again, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for…” The most 
important word in that verse is the little word “is.” “Faith is the substance…” 
Notice that is does not say that faith obtains the substance. It doesn’t even say 
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that faith eventually gets the substance. The Bible says, “Faith is the 
substance…”  

 In other words, faith literally becomes the object it embraces. Child of 
God, faith is not hoping, faith is having. 
 Through my years of ministry, I have encountered three type of faith. 

 The first is the most common type of faith. This type of faith simply says, 
“God can.” Now most people have the kind of faith that believes that God can 
do anything. 

 There is a little chorus that says, “God can do anything but fail; He can save, 
He can keep, He can satisfy with joy complete; He can do anything but fail. Is 
anything too hard for the Lord? God can do anything but faith.” Now that is a type 
of faith, but is not a real scriptural faith. Believing that God can do anything 
doesn’t solve anything, and really doesn’t do anything. 

 The next most common type of faith says, “God will.” This type of faith 
not only says, “God can meet my needs, but God will meet my needs.” Now that 
sounds pretty doesn’t it? And a great many of us have this kind of faith. And we 
believe that God will solve this particular problem; we believe that God will 
come through in this situation; we believe that God will supply our need is this 
area of our life. But this is not the kind of faith we find in Hebrews 11:1, and 
this is not the kind of faith that pleases God. 

 In fact, I am convinced the kind of faith that says “God will” often 
causes frustration in the Christian life. For example, a person might have a 
financial need, and he may believe God is going to supply that need one of 
these days. But in the mean time, he is driving himself into a nervous frustration, 
wondering when God is going to come through and meet that particular need. 

 The next type of faith not only says, “God can,” and “God will,” but 
also says, “God has.” In order for one to have this kind of faith, he must 
understand how God works in meeting the needs of mankind. 

 We usually believe that God creates provisions in order to meet our 
needs. And suddenly when a need arises in our life, we begin to pray, and then 
wait for God to come up with a solution. But, I think you will be amazed to 
discover that is not the way it works at all. The Bible teaches us that God already 
has made the provision before the need ever arises. 

 For example, in the creation, God made the water and then He made the 
fish. He didn’t make the fish and tell them to trust Him for some water. God 
created the air, and then He created man. He didn’t create man and tell him to 
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“hold out faithful” until He made some air for him to breathe. God always has 
the provision long before the need ever arises. 

 Let me ask you this question: What came first, the first Adam or the Last 
Adam? Look at 1 Corinthians 15:45, “And so it is written, The first man, Adam, 
was made a living soul; but the last Adam (Christ) was made a life-giving spirit.” 
The last Adam came first. What came first sin or salvation? 1 Peter 1:18-21 
says, “Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or 
gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. He 
indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 
these last times for you who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the 
dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” Ladies and 
gentlemen, long before there was ever a sin committed in the Garden of Eden, 
there was a cross on Calvary in the eyes and heart of God. 

What came first temptation or victory over it? 1 Corinthians 10:13 says, 
“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with 
the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.” 
Before the temptation ever comes into your life, God has already provided the 
solution for you in Christ. 

 Jesus made this statement in Mark 11:24, “ Therefore I say to you, whatever 
things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have 
them.” The tense of the verb here indicated something that is already done. In 
fact, the Greek reads like this, “I tell you, you can pray for anything, and if you 
believe that you’ve received it, it will be yours.”  When do you get what you ask 
for? When you believe you already have it.  Faith is simply saying, “God has 
already supplied every need I will ever have.” 

 Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for…” Faith is 
not faith until it is exercised. 

 But, you might be thinking, “Can any believer have this kind of faith?” I 
believe they can. You see, the Bible teaches that “God is no respecter of persons.”  

 What, then, is the answer? The answer is simply believing God. Jesus put 
it this way in John 15:7, “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will 
ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you..” Faith is taking God at His 
Word. Faith is believing God!   

 Faith is substance. Faith is walking in the provisions that God has 
already provided for you day by day. Will you put your faith in Him today? 

Page �5



 Everyone please stand for prayer. 

 Father, 

 Your Word is true.  By faith I receive your every promise as my very own. 
Give me the courage to live, to speak, and to share my faith with others. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
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