
The Eternal Word 
Matthew 4:4  

 Although we fellowship with God in a number of ways, the primary 
avenue through which we have a living connection with Him is through His 
Word. For the next couple of Sundays we are going to look at the fact that God 
has a Word for each of us. These will not be sermons but bible studies. 

 One of the things that I have tried to emphasize from this pulpit is that 
we believe that the Bible is the inerrant Word of God.  Why is it so important 
that we understand the importance of this doctrine?  The answer is simple, as 
seen in Hebrews 11:6, “…without faith it is impossible to please (God)…” What 
does Hebrews 11:6 have to do with the Word of God? Romans 10:17 says, “So, 
then, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  The Word of God 
provides the foundation for all divine contact. 

 Take prayer for example. It is a very important form of fellowship with 
God. There is no denying that. But faith does not come from praying, faith 
comes from hearing the Word of God. Jesus made this statement in Mark 11:24, 
“Whatever things you desire, when you pray, believe that you receive them, and 
you shall have them.” Ladies and gentlemen, it is simple; if you do not have any 
faith your praying is in vain. Therefore, it is impossible to pray effectively 
without a knowledge of God’s Word.  

 In our text, Jesus told us that our life, our deliverance, our hope, and our 
future are found in the words that proceed from the mouth of God. His words 
are the truth with which we worship Him, as we are to worship Him in spirit 
and in truth. And the first and final and absolute words which proceeded from the 
mouth of God and which form the very foundation of our lives are found in the 
Holy Scriptures. 

 John 1:1-5 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made. In him 
was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and 
the darkness comprehended it not.” God's Word is eternal, beginning in eternity 
past and extending to eternity future. God's Word is also absolute. Nothing can 
be added to it, and nothing can be subtracted from it. Jesus, as God's Word, is 
everlasting truth. Nothing can be subtracted from His life and His words. 
Nothing more needs to be said for our salvation and our full redemption. He is 
Truth. He said this of Himself in John 14:6, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father but by me." Jesus Christ is the eternal way, the 
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eternal truth, the eternal life, and furthermore, the only way, the only truth, 
and the only life.  

God's Word, being eternal, is also ongoing and perpetual. A wonderful 
example of this is Genesis 1:3 when God said, "Let there be light." He set into 
motion an unending chain of "light bursts" - "Let there be light…light…light…
light" - unending in time and space. The words He spoke are still going out. 
Light is still being shined into places of darkness. Light is still filling the dark 
souls of men and women.  

The Bible also tells us in Hebrews 1:2-3 that all things are upheld by 
God's Word. He does not create and then say to His creation, "Now fend for 
yourself.” He upholds what He creates...and upholds it...and upholds it...and 
upholds it. When God speaks, we can stand on His Word forever and know for 
certain He will be faithful to perform what He has spoken.  

However, God is not through speaking to His people! His written Word 
is the foundation upon which we build our lives, but He also speaks to us by 
His Spirit. If we are truly worshippers of Him, our eyes on Jesus and our ears 
constantly listening to the still small voice of the Holy Spirit within us, we know 
that He is speaking to us continuously throughout our day, leading us and guiding 
us and giving us revelation, wisdom, and even insight into the future. He is also 
speaking to us today as individuals, as churches, and as the Church at large 
through words of prophecy.  

The problem with many people is that they experience a "word" from 
the Lord and then go off by themselves to build an entire movement on one 
word. The prophetic word of God's wisdom and knowledge is ongoing and 
must be continually weighed in light of the Holy Scriptures. God will not speak 
today in contradiction to what He has written in His Word. Nevertheless, we have 
to keep our spiritual ears wide open to catch the daily and seasonal leading of 
the Holy Spirit as well as the prophetic directions and instructions to the body 
of Christ at large. God wants to talk to His people!   

Ephesians 3:10 says, “To the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of 
God.” In this verse of Scripture, we see in one little word another great truth 
about God's Word. Underscore that word “now.” What was hidden before is 
“now” revealed. God's Word is also progressive. He does not reveal all truth or 
all of our lives to us all at once, but in stages and increments as we need to know 
and can handle it. The apostle Paul was keenly aware that God is the master of 
all timing and that His timing is perfect. He has a particular time for the 
release of all things toward those who love Him and worship Him. Solomon 
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expressed this truth in these famous words recorded in Ecclesiastes 3:1-8,11, “To 
every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time 
to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is 
planted; A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build 
up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A 
time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, 
and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to 
keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a 
time of peace…He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the 
world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from 
the beginning to the end.”  

There is a perfect time for every detail of your life, and God knows 
those times. When you praise and worship Him faithfully and sincerely, He 
will reveal the times and seasons of your life, but God's Word to you is always 
progressive. It is planted in your heart, it buds, it grows, it develops, and finally it 
yields a harvest in your life. In His mercy and understanding, God gives you 
only as much revelation as you can stand at that time of your life.   

If He had told you ten years ago what He would have you doing now, 
your mind would have been blown. You would have run. You would not have 
been ready for all that lay ahead for you. Thank God that He reveals His plan, 
His will, and His Word to us in progressive stages and does not tell us 
everything at once. We could not contain all revelation at once. The fact is, as 
much as God has done for us and through us and in us in the past, He has that 
much and vastly more to do for us, through us, and in us in the future. Right now, 
many things are a mystery to us, but we can take comfort and have the 
security of knowing that the blueprint has already been drawn. The plan is 
already in effect and is unfolding before us in the fullness of God's timing.   

Consider for a moment the revelation of God regarding Jesus. Our first 
type and shadow of Him is found in the book of Genesis. Genesis 3:7 tells us 
that after Adam and Eve sinned, they realized they were naked before God and 
sought to cover themselves with leaves. But we cannot cover our sin. Only God 
can. Thus the Bible tells us in Genesis 3:20-21 that it was the Father who walked 
through the Garden in the cool of the evening and found an animal, killed it, and 
used its skin to covet up the nakedness of Adam and Eve. God initiated the first 
blood sacrifice to cover the sin of man, but we were not told what kind of 
animal was slain.   
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That first nameless animal made it possible for Adam and Eve to relate 
to each other in a new way and to stand before God without shame. God 
began with the simple truth that only the shedding of innocent blood would 
cover the nakedness or shame of man's sinful condition.   

Then Genesis 4 tells us that Adam and Eve began to have children, and 
God told their first two sons, Cain and Abel, to bring Him a sacrifice. Abel 
brought a blood sacrifice of a lamb and Cain brought a sacrifice of grain from 
the ground. God rejected Cain's sacrifice and received Abel's, so Cain became 
jealous of Abel and killed him. In this story, we have the first mention of a lamb 
sacrificed for the sin of mankind, and God's acceptance of it.  

Later, in Exodus 12:1-6, when God is delivering the children of Israel 
out of Egypt, He commanded the sacrifice of a lamb for the Passover. The 
lamb was to be a male without spot, wrinkle, or blemish. The blood of the lamb 
was applied to the doorpost and lentil of the doorway to the house, and that blood 
provided protection from death. It was at that point that man began to 
understand that the blood of a sacrificial lamb had a personal benefit. As 
believers, we apply the blood of Jesus to the door of our hearts.   

Then, through the prophet Isaiah, as seen in Isaiah 53:3-7, God revealed 
that the Lamb was a man. The ultimate blood sacrifice would be the sacrificial 
death of a single, spotless, innocent, without-blemish, man for the sins of the 
world, “He is despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him, he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. Surely he hath borne our grief, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem 
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
transgressions; he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray, 
we have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.”   

It was centuries later before God revealed who this man was. John 1:29 
says that when John the Baptist was baptizing believers in the Jordan River, he 
looked out at the crowd, saw his cousin, Jesus of Nazareth, and said, “Behold the 
Limb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world.”   

After Jesus insisted that John baptize Him, John saw the Holy Spirit 
descend from heaven like a dove and rest on Him. The next day John confirmed 
the truth about Jesus again in John 1:36, "Behold the Lamb of God.” In His 
perfect time, God revealed who the Lamb was. He held back the revelation of 
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His Word until that precise moment in history. Ephesians 1:10 tells us that in 
the fullness of His timing, God sent forth His Son, born of a virgin, “That in the 
dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, even in him.”  

In the fullness of times God performed His Word. Has the Lamb been 
slain? Yes. When Jesus died on the cross, He died as the one, true, definitive, 
and eternal Lamb sacrificed for the sins of the whole world. The sacrifice was 
made in perfect timing according to the plan of God from the beginning. As 
we read in Revelation 13:8, Jesus is the "Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world." It was always God's plan that Jesus would be born and that He would 
be crucified, resurrected, and then ascend back to His rightful position, seated 
at the right hand of the Father. God knew exactly what would happen when 
and to whom, but He revealed these truths to His people progressively as the 
time was right.  

As children of God, we should always be on the alert for God's timing. 
Timing is everything! Look for God to unveil something from His Word that has 
been hidden to you before. In your life, there are some things God could not tell 
you until now for your sake. God holds everything until the time is right for 
you to receive it and act on it. Romans 1:17 tells us that the key to understanding 
and receiving God's timing is found in faith, “For therein [in the gospel of Christ] 
is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith.”  

We are always to walk by faith, and not by what we see and experience. 
Our faith tells us, "God has more to reveal to me, and He will reveal what He 
desires for me to understand in His perfect timing. God is doing an eternal work in 
me. The more I believe and grow into the likeness of Christ Jesus, the more God is 
going to reveal to me. And as I experience new revelations and walk in them, I am 
going to grow in Christ and grow strong in faith to receive even more." When we 
walk in faith, we see God's timing more readily.  

We must immerse ourselves in His written Word and keep our spiritual 
ears attuned to the voice of His Spirit by living a life of worship. The Word of 
God is the foundation of our faith, and worship is the outward expression of 
the inward belief. When we walk by faith can live our lives and carry out our 
calling according to His perfect timing. 

If you have never been saved, why not today? 
Everyone please stand for prayer. 
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Father, 
I confess Your Word is true.  Give me the courage to receive it into my heart 

as truth and apply that truth to my everyday living. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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