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Pray! 

 

Colossians 4:1-6 

“Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you 

also have a Master in heaven. 2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being 

vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 3 meanwhile praying also for us, that God 

would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for 

which I am also in chains, 4 that I may make it manifest, as I ought to 

speak. 5 Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the 

time. 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you 

may know how you ought to answer each one.” 

For the last few weeks, we have been examining the letter that 

Paul wrote from his prison cell to the church at Colosse. Here at the 

end of the letter, just as we would when we write letters, he leaves his 

readers with the things that he most wants them to remember, the 

things that are most personal to him and the most dear to his heart. 

We’re going to deal with two of those things tonight - prayer and 

evangelism.   

 

Prayer has been described as us talking to God about people. 

Probably each and every one of us would readily admit that we do not 

spend enough time in prayer. Prayer is a struggle. Our flesh resists it 

even though our spirit tells us how much we need it. We talk about it, 

we plan to do it, we want to do it, but when it comes time to pray, 

something gets in the way. And yet, the Bible says in James 5:16 “the 

prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.” The persistence 

level of our prayer life calls into question whether or not we really 

believe that.   

 

So as we close out our study from the book of Colossians, I want 

to share with you four things that Paul says we need to include in our 

prayers in order for them to be powerful and effective.  
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The first thing that Paul says about prayer is that we ought to 

be devoted to it. Look at verses 2-4, “Continue earnestly in prayer, being 

vigilant in it with thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for us, that God 

would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for 

which I am also in chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to 

speak.” In these verses Paul says that we are to pray with devotion.  

 

“Devote” means “to adhere firmly to.” Devotion means that you 

are stuck like glue to the object of your devotion. To separate you 

from that thing would require a great feat of strength. You don’t allow 

anything to come between you and the object of your devotion. And when 

something does manage to come between you, it upsets you – it tears 

you up just like trying to separate two pieces of paper that have been 

glued together.  

 

Devotion is the opposite of the “hit and miss” attitude that we 

usually have toward prayer.  

 

Devotion also has the idea of being “ready at all times.” Think of 

some things that you are devoted to: (family, job, App. State football, 

favorite TV show). If you are devoted to your family, you are ready 

to go at a moment’s notice when you get the opportunity to spend time 

with them. Paul says that’s the kind of attitude that we are supposed 

to have when it comes to prayer. 

In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, he says, “pray continually.” Let me 

paraphrase what he is saying right here -  “Always be ready to break into 

prayer, and do it instantaneously, at all times.” If we are devoted to 

prayer and persistent in it, then we won’t need an introduction to God 

when some demand or crisis comes up.   

 

Being devoted to prayer puts us in some very good company. 

Acts 1:14 tells us that Jesus’ disciples “joined together constantly in 

prayer.” Acts 2:42 tells us the Christians of the early church “devoted 
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themselves to…prayer.” And Luke 6:12 tell us that Jesus was devoted to 

prayer, “(He) continued all night in prayer.” 

 

What happened to these people who devoted themselves to 

prayer? The Bible tells us in Acts 17:6 that God used them to turn “the 

world upside down.” In other words, God used them in dramatic ways. 

What do you think might happen in your life if you began to devote 

yourself to prayer?   

 

The second thing Paul says about prayer is that we ought to pray 

with vigilance. Look again at verse 2, “Continue earnestly in prayer, 

being vigilant in it with thanksgiving.” Peter put it this way in 1 Peter 5:8, 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like 

a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” The Greek word that is 

translated “vigilant” means “to be self-controlled and alert.” It carries 

with it the idea of a soldier who is standing guard, or a Century who 

is on some distant “Look Out Post.” This is the same word that used 

Matthew 26:40-41, on the night before His death, there in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, when He told his disciples to “watch and pray that they not 

enter into temptation.” No doubt the disciples thought that it was just 

another night, but as they dozed and struggled to keep their eyes 

open, the battle between the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom 

of God was being waged in their midst. We must not give in to the 

same temptation to think that all is well and let down our guard. The 

war in Iraq is over, but American soldiers are still dying. The war against 

Satan was won at the cross, but the battle rages on. Keep up your 

guard.   

 

These verses on prayer follow directly on the heels of the portion 

dealing with family and job relationships. We talked about some 

pretty heavy requirements and expectations placed on fathers, 

mothers, children and employees. How can we live up to those 

expectations – through the power of God that is ours through prayer! Our 

job as parents, and especially as fathers is to protect our families. The 

enemy is after our children. We are supposed to be standing guard, being 
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watchful over our children so that we can see the enemy coming when he 

is still far off.   

 

The third thing Paul says about prayer is that we ought to pray 

with thanksgiving. Look again at verse 2, “Continue earnestly in prayer, 

being vigilant in it with thanksgiving.”   

 

Paul dealt with matter of prayer throughout the book of 

Colossians. For example, in Colossians 1:3 he says, “We always thank 

God…when we pray for you.” In Colossians 1:12 he says, “giving thanks 

to the Father...” And in Colossians 2:7 he says, “overflowing with 

thankfulness.” Paul was a man who prayed with thankfulness in his 

praying.   

 

Again, I remind you that Paul’s command to pray with 

thankfulness follows right after talking about family. The first thing 

that you need to thank God for is your family. A thankful spirit in the 

home will fix most of the problems that families experience. An 

unthankful spirit will create problems and will destroy the 

effectiveness of your prayers.  

 

So Paul says we ought to pray with thankful hearts.   

 

The fourth thing Paul says about prayer is that we ought to pray 

with a purpose. Look again at verses 2-3, “Continue earnestly in prayer, 

being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for us, that 

God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of 

Christ…”  

 

It amazed me how vague our prayers usually are. In other 

words, we normally pray in generalities. If we just pray, “Lord, please 

bless our church.” Or “Lord, please bless our family.” Or “Lord, please 

bless our nation.” Well, I guess that is better than not praying at all, 

but let me ask you this question – how are you going to know how 

God actually answered that prayer? The truth is, God blesses our 
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homes every day; and God blesses our families every day; and God 

blesses our nation every day. So what did you have in mind? 

 

Therefore, Paul says that we ought to pray with some specific 

purpose. Why? Because, purpose yields passion, and passion produces 

results.  

 

Do you remember where Paul was? He was in prison. Although 

Paul was behind the closed door of a prison cell, he wasn’t praying that 

his situation might become more bearable or that his prison door might be 

opened for his own personal freedom. He was praying for spiritual 

prisoners that the doors to their hearts might be opened and that they 

might be free.   

 

In order for that to happen, he knew he needed two things. He 

needed open doors and he needed clear speech. A door in the New 

Testament usually refers to an opportunity. For example, Paul says in 1 

Corinthians 16:9) “a great door for effective work has opened to me [at 

Ephesus]...” And he says in 2 Corinthians 2:12 that he “found that the 

Lord had opened a door” for him at Troas. The reason that Paul felt it 

was necessary to pray for open doors is because he knew that it is God 

that opens doors. In fact, that is exactly what we have been told in 

Revelation 3:7-8, “These things says He who is holy, He who is true, He 

who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and 

no one opens: I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, 

and no one can shut it…”   

 

Paul believed that it was important how we communicate to 

people. The truth of the matter is, how we communicate to people can 

either help or hurt us.  

 

Therefore, Paul says, “If the opportunities come, I need clear speech 

to share the gospel.” Now Paul is not talking about speaking clearly 

without stuttering, etc., he is asking fellow believers to pray that he 

will be able to present the gospel with clarity. In other words, he is 
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saying that he wants God to give him the ability to present the gospel 

with such boldness and simplicity that the lost can hear and 

understand its urgency. 

 

So Paul closes his letter to the church at Colosse with this 

important message concerning prayer. He says we ought to pray with 

devotion, with diligence, with thanksgiving, and with purpose. But our 

greatest need is to pray. 

 


