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Excellence in Family Living 

 

Colossians 3:18-21 

 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, 

love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your 

parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not 

provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

A minister was finishing up a series on marriage. At the end of 

the service he was giving out small wooden crosses to each married 

couple. He said, "Place this cross in the room in which you fight the most 

and you will be reminded of God’s commands and you won’t argue as 

much." One woman came up after the service and said, "You might better 

give me five." 

 

 We are going to look at what Paul says about the home, but I 

want to begin tonight’s study by asking you a question - Does 

excellence matter to God? Does God care about quality? Is He 

concerned with how well things are done? Does it make any difference 

to God whether: the instruments are in tune; the worship team has 

rehearsed the songs, etc.? Some would say, "No. All God cares about is 

our hearts. It’s the thought that counts.” There are others that say, “God is 

not impressed with a slick program or flashy audio-visuals; what matters 

to Him are internal things like love, compassion, and humility.”   

 

And that’s right - partially. It is also partially wrong. God doesn’t 

care about those things in and of themselves. And it is true that God is 

primarily concerned with our hearts. But God does care about those 

things as an expression of our hearts. Because the way we serve God - 

in the church, in our homes, in our workplaces, in our families - the way 

we live out our faith; the level of commitment we have to doing things 

well, to honoring God in every area of our lives - that reveals what is in 
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our hearts. It is not the things themselves God cares about. It is what 

those things say about our hearts.     

 

For example, Proverbs 15:17 says, "Better a meal of vegetables 

where there is love than a fattened calf with hatred." If all you have to 

offer God is vegetables [speaking metaphorically], and you prepare 

them with care and serve them with love, then God receives them in 

that spirit. However, if you have more - if you have beef, and ham, 

and roast chicken - but you give little thought or care to what you 

offer God, then God will rightly see that as indicating a lack of love. 

Do you see what I mean? God wants our best, whatever that may be. 

Excellence in God’s sight is not being the best; it is being your best. 

 

Now what does all of that have to do with the family? A home is 

more than a house or the rooms where one lives; that’s merely space. 

A home is family, it is security, it is provision, and it is love in the 

relationships that are found there; it is more than space – it is a place 

where life is fleshed out in all of its variegated forms. And I am 

convinced the Bible teaches it is important to have excellence in 

leadership and service there.   

 

Colossians is one of the most Christ-centered books of the Bible. 

Anyone who has ever searched for an answer to the question, “Who 

is Jesus?” must eventually come to Colossians. Colossians answers this 

question with “Christ is Supreme over all persons and things!” And, if He 

is supreme, then He is sufficient for all of our spiritual needs. Jesus 

does not need to be supplemented. We do not need to seek other 

mysterious religious experiences outside of knowing and encountering 

Him as Savior and Friend. And, if He can sustain and hold a universe 

together as Paul asserts in Colossians 1:15-17, then He can certainly 

also hold my life together, hold my family together, hold my marriage 

together, hold our society together and sustain us?   

 

Just a surely as the principles that govern this great universe 

reveal a system of order and structure, even so, God also has a system 
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of order and structure within the family unit. This order and 

structure is meant to make life better for everyone.  

 

As one reads this section of scripture there are some priorities 

or concise directives are given that are designed to govern the family. 

Tonight, we will look at the priority for wives, the priority for 

husbands, the priority for children, and the priority for fathers. And 

we find these in verses 18-21, “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is 

fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered 

against them. Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this 

is well pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so 

that they will not lose heart.”   

 

Before we look at these priorities for governing the home, I need 

to warn you: If you get any one of these out of proper alignment, a 

chaotic unbalance enters into this world of family living and 

relationships disintegrate quickly. So look with me at these concise 

directives? 

 

The priority for wives is to honor your husband as leader. Verse 

18 says, “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.” It 

is absolutely necessary to understand what the Bible is teaching us 

right here. This verse is not just about subjection or submission; it is 

primarily about leadership. The Word of God implies that the man 

should lead and that his wife should empower him to lead. Husbands, 

you are provider, protector, and caregiver. That is what the Bible says 

you are in Genesis 3:16. You are not to stand passively by and expect 

your wife to pull the leadership load. That’s your job. Give her the 

security she needs to follow your lead and trust your leadership.  

 

What Paul is saying to the Christian ladies of Colossee is that 

when your man is a godly man, let him lead. Paul is teaching that you 

have been set-free by Christ ladies of Colossee. Your womanhood will 

be honored and respected within the New Community like never before 

in history. The gospel has given to you a new status. Salvation and 
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redemption privilege is for everyone equally. But, Paul cautions, don’t 

use this new freedom that you have been given to throw the home out of 

balance. God has ordained that husbands should lead in the home. 

Now, there are some other issues involved if your husband is not a 

believer or if he doesn’t lead. But here, Paul is addressing families within 

the New Community. And for him, it is inconceivable that a godly 

woman would not allow her aspiring godly husband to lead. He’s not 

perfect. But he’s out there as leader and point man trying to determine 

which way the family out to go. Paul’s word to you is that you are to be 

committed to following his leadership and it is fitting in the Lord.   

 

Both husbands and wives need to learn how to appeal wisely, not 

asserting oneself rebelliously or nagging one another. Reassure your 

husband in his leadership role by asking for his opinion. Give your 

husband plenty of room to grow and catch on. Conversely, if you want 

to dig a grave for your marriage, here’s how to do it. Never admire 

him. Always complain. Take shots at him when he gets back into 

“camp” after a long day of scouting. You ladies have been uniquely 

equipped to make life comfortable within the wagon. But your husband 

has been equipped to ride out ahead and insure the direction of where this 

whole thing is headed. Typically, you wives do great at planning an 

agenda and seeing life as a ladder with a series of steps to climb to get 

to where you want to be. Your husband has been equipped as Scout-

Leader to make sure that your ladder is leaning against the right wall. 

Let him lead.   

 

Now men, even if your wife refuses to do some of these things, 

your calling is to still love her as Christ loved the church. You might 

even feel that you are getting nothing in return, but Peter tells us in 1 Peter 

4:8 that “love will cover a multitude of sins.” And that leads us to the 

next priority. 

 

Second, husbands are to love their wife as a lady. Verse 19 simply 

says, “Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.”  
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Obviously, it takes two to make a good marriage. But the way 

Paul expresses this is that the husband should take the lead in 

establishing a great marriage. Paul gets specific by giving to the 

husband his number one priority.  

 

The husbands’ number one job is to love his wife. This is the same 

thing that we have been told in Ephesians 5:25, “Husbands, love your 

wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself for her…” The 

Greek word translated “bitter” can also be translated “harsh,” or “sharp,” 

or even “resentful.” In its truest sense that phrase can be translated, 

“Husbands, love your wife and do not become resentful toward her.” Why 

would Paul make such a statement? The answer is simple – sometimes 

we have in our minds what we think our wife ought to be, or how we 

think they should act, and when they do not conform to our 

preconceived ideas, if we are not careful, we become resentful, or even 

bitter, toward her. This is also true of wives as well. Therefore, Paul 

warns us husbands to be careful that we don’t allow resentment to 

destroy our marriage just because our wife doesn’t conform to our 

way of thinking. The only other time this word is used in the New 

Testament, it refers to something bitter in taste. Paul is telling 

husbands not to call their wives “honey” and then act like “vinegar.”  

 

Paul now turns to the priority for children. He says this in verse 

20, “Children, be obedient (active imperative) to your parents in all things, 

for this is well-pleasing to the Lord." The indication here is that Paul 

was talking directly to the children themselves.  

 

The word "obey" comes from Greek words that mean, "to hear under 

someone." And the meaning here is that children are to listen to their 

parents, recognizing that they are under their authority. Ladies and 

gentlemen, the Bible is very clear is this matter of parental authority.  

 

But why are obedient children so pleasing to God? Because 

obedient children bring a measure of peace to the home, while 

rebellious children are always a cause of strife and difficulty. 
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The bottom line here is respect. God knows the importance of 

teaching your children to respect authority is extremely important. 

One of the issues that I see in today’s child is such a lack of respect, and 

it all begins at home.  

 

Last of all, Paul talks about the priority for fathers. He says this 

is verse 21, “Fathers, do not provoke your children, that they may not lose 

heart." The word translated “provoke” means “to exasperate; to make very 

angry or impatient; annoy greatly; to stir up, arouse, or irritate."  

 

Do not misunderstand what Paul is saying here. He is not saying 

that parents are never to say or do anything that makes their children 

feel irritated or angry. Discipline often causes a child to become 

angry. But Paul uses this word in the present continuous tense, and he is 

saying, "Fathers, don’t keep nagging your children, or they will become 

discouraged.” There are some fathers that never see anything good in 

their children, and the result is they are constantly belittling them, 

degrading them, and never offer them any encouragement.  And Paul 

is saying that is wrong. Why? Because you cause them to lose hope.  

 

The family is a beautiful relationship ordained by God and can 

bring completion and perspective to your life. Remember, God 

desires excellence in our home, and our understanding of the biblical 

priorities that God has established can spare us many problems as we 

strive toward the mark called “Excellence.” 


