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More Than Reconciliation 

 

Colossians 1:15-23 

“(Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities 

or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He 

is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of 

the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in all things He may have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased the Father 

that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all 

things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 

having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who once 

were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He 

has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you 

holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight - 23 if indeed you 

continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away 

from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every 

creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.” 

As we continue our study from the book of Colossians we have 

come to a section of Scripture that offers enough biblical insight to 

keep us here for weeks and weeks, but because we are doing more an 

“overview” than “intensive” we will just spend the next few minutes 

looking at what I will refer to “snap-shots” from the Person of Christ. 

 

 Therefore, tonight I want to share five pictures that will give us 

some insight into the life and ministry of Christ. We will look at Christ 

as the Image of the Invisible God, as the Creator, as the Head of the 

Body, as the Reconciler, and as the Presenter.  
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Look, first of all, at Christ as the image of the invisible God. Verse 

15 says, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 

creation.”   

 

If you were to go into any home (or at least most homes) you will 

find pictures on the refrigerator, on the dresser, on the end tables, in 

the book, and just about anywhere else one can be placed or hung. 

The truth of the matter is that all of us love to look at the pictures of 

those whom we love. Linda and I have multiple photo albums of our 

family that take us back to when we were first married, to our children, 

on up to our grandchildren.  

 

But the greatest photo album of all time is the Bible. It gives us 

word pictures of Jesus, and one of those pictures is Jesus as "the image of 

the invisible God…" If we have seen Jesus, we have seen God. Paul 

goes on to say in verse 19, "For God was pleased to have all his fullness 

dwell in him bodily…" As Christians, we believe in the Trinity. God 

the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. But the Bible does 

not teach that there is a God the Father, and a God the Son, and a God the 

Holy Spirit. If you have been through my CLIMB Class you already 

know this to be true. God the Father is God the Son, and God the Son 

is God the Holy Spirit.  

 

Sometimes we see pictures of ugly people. I am not talking about 

the people who were so ugly that when they were born, the doctor 

slapped their mothers instead of them. There are names that I can say 

and you immediately get the picture. John Wilkes Booth, Adolph Hitler, 

and Osama bin Laden and there are others. They all bring immediate 

and unpleasant reactions to our minds. When we say "Jesus," we get 

an immediate picture of a loving Savior. A baby in a manger. A boy in 

the temple and carpenter shop. A loving man taking children on his 

knee. A kind man feeding hungry multitudes. A man forgiving an 

adulteress. A man who knows our weakness, yet loves us... God is Spirit, 

but in Christ we see the image of our invisible God, because all of 

God’s fullness dwells in Christ bodily.  
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Second, we see Christ as the Creator. Look at verses 15-17, “He is 

the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him 

all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All 

things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, 

and in Him all things consist.”  

The Bible tells us in John 1:1-4, “In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in 

the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 

was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light 

of men."  

 

Since there is no article in the Greek, John 1:1 reads like this, “In 

beginning.” Those words are designed to carry us back to the most 

remote point that can be imagined. If then, Christ was before all 

creation, and He was, for “all things were made by him;” if He was 

“in the beginning,” then He was Himself without beginning, which is 

only the negative way of saying He is Eternal. And that conclusion is in 

perfect harmony with John 17:5 when He prayed, “And now, O Father, 

glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 

before the world was.”  

 

The Bible is simply teaching us that before the creation, Jesus 

was. And the Bible teaches us that He knew us before we were formed 

in our mother’s womb, and He had a plan for our life. Paul put it this 

way in Ephesians 2:10, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should 

walk in them.” The Greek reads like this, “For we are God’s masterpiece. 

He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 

planned for us long ago.”  

 

Look again at verse 16, “For by Him all things were created that are 

in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through 



   

 

  4 of 7 

 

Him and for Him.” Hebrews 12:2 tells us that Christ is “the author and 

finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne 

of God.” Now, watch this, since he created all "things in heaven and 

on earth, visible and invisible…" we do not need to fear evil men or 

Satan or evil spirits. We live in an evil filled world, but God knows all 

about the "thrones or powers or rulers or authorities” and that is why 

Romans 8:28 tells us he is working in all things for our good. Psalm 

46:1 says, “He is our Refuge and our Strength. In the time of trouble.” It 

is he who drives away our fear and helps us to do the right thing. To 

live the life of holiness. Listen, child of God, if he made us he can fix us, 

heal us, forgive us, encourage us, and comfort us.  Why? Because He is 

the Creator. 

 

Third, we see Christ as the Head of the Body. Look at verse 18, 

“And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.” 

It is a biblical fact that Jesus is the Head of the church. His wisdom 

and power, delivered by the Holy Spirit can make us what we ought to be. 

Jesus is the image of God and we are to allow ourselves to be shaped 

into the image of Jesus Christ. The blood washed believer is a part of 

the church of Jesus Christ, the body of Christ. The head controls our 

bodies and if Jesus is controlling our minds or hearts, our church, our 

forever family will be blessed and effective in taking the gospel to the 

world and in living out the gospel in daily life. The gospels picture Jesus 

telling us the ideal way that his disciples should live. And example of 

this is seen in the Beatitudes, in the Sermon on the Mount, or through 

his parables.  

Verse 17 says, "In him all things hold together." Christ not only 

sustains the world and cares for it in his beneficent providence, he 

also holds his church together. Speaking to an individual who is not a 

member of our church family, he asked me about the Law Suit, and in our 

conversation, he asked, “How have you been able to keep that church 

together through all of this?” My answer is simple, “I am not keeping 

Mountain Grove Church together, Christ is the glue that keeps it 
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together.” Folks, it is only when we take our eyes of Christ does our 

lives start falling apart.  

  

Jesus made this promise in Matthew 16:15-18 as Jesus asks the 

disciples who they thought he was, and given Him the opinion of others, 

He asked, “But what about you? He asked. Who do you say I am? Simon 

Peter answered; You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus 

replied, Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 

you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

overcome it.”  Therefore, as the Head of the Body Jesus has taken the 

responsibility to keep us and to protect us. And that, my friend, 

should be an encouragement to us as individuals and to our church 

as we continue to grow as individuals and as a church in Him.  

 

Four, we see Christ as the Reconciler. Look at verses 20-22, “And 

by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth 

or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 

And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 

works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, 

to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight.” The 

Bible teaches us in Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned, and come short of 

the glory of God.”  And here, in verse 12, Paul says that we "were 

alienated from God and were enemies…" because of our "evil behavior." 

 

In this day of bloodless preaching and bloodless religion, it is 

still “the blood” that brings peace and salvation. Hebrews 9:22 reminds 

us, “Without the shedding of blood (there) is no remission.” We are told 

in 1 John 1:7, “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all 

sin.” 

 

When the Bible speaks of the blood of Jesus, it is always 

speaking of the atoning sacrifice of Himself, given willingly on 

Calvary. This is made crystal clear by Jesus’ statements in John 10:18, 

“No one takes (My life) from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have 
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power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I 

have received from My Father.”  

 

Romans 5:10 says, “We were reconciled to God by the death of His 

Son.” The word “reconciliation” actually means, “The changing of places, 

the coming over from one side to the other.” This is what Paul says in 

verse 21, “And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind 

by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled.” In other words, when we 

put our faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in His finished work 

on Calvary, we come to God under a new set of terms, as seen in Hebrews 

12:24, “To Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 

sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.” Therefore, in 

Christ we have a new covenant.  

 

And last of all, we see Christ as the Presenter. Look at verse 22, 

“…to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight.”  

 

The aim of reconciliation is holiness. Therefore, Paul says in 2 

Corinthians 5:17-19, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become 

new. 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself 

through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that 

is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing 

their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of 

reconciliation.” And we are told in Romans 4:7-8, “Blessed are those 

whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed is 

the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.”   

 

Child of God, verse 22 tell us He who through His blood, cleansed 

us, saved us, and sealed us with His Holy Spirit, will one day “present you 

holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation."  

 

Verses 23-24 give us this promise, “If indeed you continue in the 

faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of 

the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under 
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heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. I now rejoice in my 

sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions 

of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church.” Tonight, I thank 

God that I know that my sin problem has been settled. Because of the 

blood of Jesus, my sins have been covered, and are now being charged 

to Calvary. 

 


