
I Don't Need To Go To Church to Be A Christian 

Hebrews 10:23-25 

 I want to talk to you today about Church attendance.  There are many 
reasons that we need to be in church, but most people in this world do not 
understand why and some of them really see it as a waste of time. Even those of 
us who have accepted Jesus Christ as our Savior and  know we should be regularly 
involved in church, sometimes even we don’t have the right attitude about Church 
attendance. 

When God, in His Word, told us to assemble together more and more, 
He knew that in these last days it would become increasingly more difficult to 
stay focused on what He has called us to do. He knew the devil would do 
everything he could to steal our faith, and if we were going to make it, we 
would have to encourage one another. 
  
 As I thought about God's Word, and His purpose for us coming together 
as one body; I was reminded of the fact when charcoal is placed in a barbecue 
grill, lighter fluid is added, and the coals are ignited; as long as those coals are 
touching one another, they will burn. But if you separate those coals, 
eventually the fire that has been poured into them will slowly, but surely go 
out.  The same thing is true for each of us. We give our lives to the Lord. We get 
full of the Holy Ghost and Fire. But after awhile if we are not very careful, the 
Fire we once had when we came to the Lord will slowly subside.   
  
 Of course, the devil's plan is in some way to isolate you from your 
pastor, your church, and the Body of Christ in general. He wants in some way 
to cause you to become offended by someone or something at your the church. 
If you have never been offended, hang on, I can absolutely guarantee it will come 
your way. Satan’s plan in the offense is to get you to say, "If that's what being a 
Christian is all about, I don't want any part of it!  If that's the way those people in 
that church are, I'm never going back there." His purpose is to isolate you and get 
you off by yourself, so the Fire begins to subside in your life. I'll even go so far 
as to say: You will probably not be an overcoming Christian, unless you are 
rooted and grounded in your local church. 
   
 You can be saved and on your way to heaven, but live a defeated life. 
Your spiritual enemy's plans and schemes are this: He wants to in some way 
keep you from getting involved in the local church. He hates the organized 
church more than you know.  He is always trying to cause church splits because 
you see; he understands that a house divided cannot stand.  Let me tell you 
this: That is also the devil's plan in your own home.  He wants to cause division 
in your house, so he can bring your house down.   
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 The Bible says there is "power" in agreement. That's why we pray for 
one another, and join our faith together.  That's why Mountain Grove Church 
has a Prayer Line - because there is "power" in agreement! The Bible says in 
Matthew 18:19, "Where any two agree as touching anything it shall be done for 
you."  In Deuteronomy 32:30 it says, "One can put a thousand to flight, but two 
can put ten-thousand to flight." I'm talking about joining your faith with fellow 
believers in your local church. 
  
 The local church is God's way of keeping His family together.  It's His 
way of encouraging His children, so we can encourage one another to do good 
deeds in the Kingdom of God.  The Lord knew we needed godly associations 
around us if we are going to make it in an ungodly world. There are many 
distractions in the world and it is easy even for born-again Christians to be 
drawn astray.  He knew the world would be a cruel place, and would hate us for 
our belief in Him. Jesus has given us this warning in John 15:18, "If the world hate 
you, you know that it hated me before it hated you."  Church, Jesus knew that we 
needed to have a place to gather where we could encourage one another - pray 
for one another - put our arms around one another - a safe place where we 
could cry on each other's shoulder - a place where when we walked through the 
doors we would be accepted and loved. The church is God's idea!   
  
 I will tell you; not everyone is in agreement with those statements. The 
truth is, there was a time when I had a real attitude against the organized 
church. Although I was saved, I was walking a far off from God, and in my 
ignorance, I thought all pastors were only interested in building their own 
kingdoms and doing everything for themselves. I now understand that was 
exactly the devil's plan for my life, to keep me isolated so I wouldn't do 
anything for God. You see, the true Church of Jesus Christ is not about 
building an individual's kingdom. It's about building God's Kingdom, and 
touching hurting people with the love of Jesus Christ. 

 The Bible tells us in 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 that "the body (of Christ) is one, 
and has many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body, so also is Christ." It goes on to say we each fulfill a different part within 
the body. If we were all the same, then we wouldn't need each other. But 
because we are different, each person has a special gifting they bring to the body of 
Christ.   

 Maybe you can't preach like I preach. But let me tell you: There is 
something you can do that I can’t do. It doesn't matter whether you are the little 
toe on the right foot, or the thumb on the left hand. Whatever your place, you are 
a part of the body of Christ, and there is a function you fulfill that nobody else 
can duplicate. 
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 Jesus is the Head of this body. We may be different denominations, but 
if we are born-again, we are part of the body of Christ. We may disagree about 
the way people are baptized in water. We may disagree about the Holy Spirit, 
speaking in tongues, the way to take communion, but if we have asked Jesus to 
be our Lord and Savior, we are part of the same body of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
   
 In other words, you and I are His Church. A church building is not His 
Church!  We are the Church of Jesus Christ.  We are His hands, His arms, His 
legs, His feet, His eyes, and His voice. Jesus is the Brains of this outfit. We just 
do the best we can to listen to Him, and follow what He tells us to do.   

 The primary way the Lord touches people is through His body (His 
local church). True believers in Christ do more than simply go to Church, we 
are active in Church because of the opportunities to honor and serve Him. I 
have said it many times before, but whether you know it or not, the organized 
church is God's idea. I don’t believe for a minute that He wants us to be 
separated by all the denominations. But if our salvation is based on the death, 
burial, and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are His body - one 
together!  

 In Mathew 28:16-20 Jesus gave the Great Commission to His Church. 
He commanded us to go into all the world and make disciples of all nations. 
Now let me ask you this question: How can the average Christian go into all the 
world and make disciples? If you are saved, but you don't believe in the local 
church, how are you going to go into all the world and make disciples, unless 
you are part of an organized local assembly of people? Some people will never 
step foot inside the local church.   

 So, how can we reach them if they won't come in? In Luke 14:23 Jesus 
said, "Go to the highways, the hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled." One way we reach people who won't step foot in our church is 
through our every day living and through our missionaries. Because we are 
organized, we can reach people around the world that nobody else can reach. If 
you don't believe in the organized church, how are you going to come up with 
the money to go to the ends of the earth to preach the gospel? 

 In 1 John 3:16-17, we have this message, "By this perceive we the love of 
God, because he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren. But whosoever has this world's good, and sees his brother have need, 
and shuts up his compassions from him, how can the love of God dwell in him?" 
We are commanded to help those people who are in need. How can the average 
Christian feed all the hungry people they find? Do you load food in your car and 
go under the bridges to find people in need, or do you simply become a part of a 
local church that is already feeding people? Mountain Grove Church spends 
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thousands of dollars every year helping families with food and supplies. How 
could we do that if we were not organized? 

 The way you accomplish these commands is by bringing your tithes and 
offerings into a local church that supports all of these ministries. And by being 
a part of a local church you are helping to fulfill the Great Commission in the 
body of Christ. 

 Oh, how the devil loves it when you say, "I don't need to go to church to be a 
Christian!"  Ephesians 4:11 says, "God set in the church pastors and prophets, 
evangelists, teachers, and apostles."   

 Now, let me ask you this question: Since God set those five-fold 
ministries, gifts, or offices, in the church, if you don't have an organized 
assembly what good would those five-fold offices be? Think about that! What 
good would it be to have pastors if they didn't have people to pastor? What good 
would it be to have apostles or evangelists if there wasn't a local assembly of 
people? 

 If you are saying today, "I don't need to go to church to be saved!" You are 
right. You don't have to go to church to be saved, but how can you grow and 
be in God's will, unless you are part of a local assembly? Let me tell you this: 
Watching Christian television does not replace the local church. Sitting at home in 
front of a television set with a note pad and saying, "Well, this is my church," 
does not replace the local church.  If that's what you think, you are being 
deceived. You have to get out of that chair, get yourself to a church, and become a 
part of the assembly of God. 

 You see, we are partners with the Lord in reaching hurting people. 
When you are singing in the Choir, working in the Marriage Ministry, in the 
Food Ministry, you are part of God's plan. Whether you are working in the 
Children's Ministry, the Youth Ministry Department, or the Senior Adult Ministry, 
you are working for the Lord. You are His arms extended when you put your 
arms around hurting people, and welcome them into God's House.   
  

One of the questions that many Christians wrestle with is this: “What 
Church should I join?’ 
  

In Matthew 12:33 Jesus said, "You will know them by their fruit." What 
kind of “fruit” is Jesus talking about here? Paul gives us this insight in 
Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no 
law.” Let me give you a little nugget of truth here: No church is going to do 
everything right! But a church that is flowing in the blessings of God is probably 
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doing a whole lot more right than most people think they are.   

 If you look at the fruit of a ministry, you'll find out what's at the core of 
that ministry. It doesn't mean they'll do everything right. But if people's lives 
are being saved and changed, if the sick are being healed, if the needs of all races 
and age groups are being met, then there is good fruit in that ministry. If your 
question is: Should I be a part of a certain ministry? Your question can be 
answered as you look at the fruit. 
  
 You see, God commands His people to bring their tithe into the 
storehouse, which is the local church. That doesn't mean television ministries, 
orphanages, or helping someone pay their rent – the money you give to those 
needs is called “offerings.” It means you bring your tithe into your local church. 
If you want to do it God's way, He says in Deuteronomy 28:8, "If you will obey 
Me and bring your tithe into the local storehouse, I will bless you in that 
storehouse (which is your local church)!" In other words, when you join your 
faith with one local body, and bring your tithes, God brings a blessing to you 
there. Have you ever noticed that people who tithe seem to receive more out of 
a church service than non-tithers?   

 Make no mistake! The body is not just one color because we are many 
colors. May I take a minute and tell you that it is a tremendous blessing for the 
children of Mountain Grove Church to grow up in a church where they are not 
taught to be prejudiced, where they are not taught they are better than somebody 
else. What a privilege to be a part of church where everybody can come 
together and share in the love of Christ!!   

 In Psalm 122:1 King David sang a song that went like this:  "I was glad 
when they said unto me, let us go into the House of the Lord." There is something 
about going to church that brings encouragement and happiness into your life. 
I will say it this way: There is an anointing that comes when the true body of 
Christ comes together. What is the anointing? It is the presence of God that will 
change you, your circumstances, and your situation. 

 Psalm 133 says, "It is good for the brethren to dwell together in unity. It's 
like the precious oil upon the head, Coming down upon the beard, Even Aaron's 
beard, Coming down upon the edge of his robes." That is simply a type and 
shadow of the anointing of the Holy Spirit that starts at the Head - with Jesus 
Christ and flows down over the beard and down the robe - which signifies the 
anointing going down the body of Christ. In other words, that is what happens 
when we assemble together in the local church to worship the Lord. 
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 If you are; not saved, why not today?    
    
 Every one please stand, bow your heads with me, and make this your prayer. 

Father, 
I thank You for the Word.  My prayer today is I will truly become everything 

You want me to be. Give me the courage to be the minister and messenger you 
have called me to be. In Jesus' Name.  AMEN.
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